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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER (S C @)
701 Jefferson Road
South Charleston, West Virginia 25309

POSTMORTEM EXAMINATION FINDINGS

Name of Deceased ___ IR case no. |

“June 3, 199
19724

Date of Death

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is that of a well developed and well nourished White
female infant, appearing the reported age of two months with body length
of 20 inches and weight of 3850 grams (8.3 The body is received in a
jumpsuit, underlying baby shirt, urine-soiled diaper and a pair of
socks. Marked rigor is noted throughout and patchy cyanotic anterior
livor mortis is noted of the face, anterior torso and anterior lower
extremity except in areas of pressure and there is obvious blanching
surrounding the nasal and mouth anterior face., In addition there is
cyanotic posterior livor mortis except in areas of pressure. The body
shows no external evidence of trauma or gehydration or abuse.

®usual infant length, The
rauma is noted. The irides are
unctivae. The ears, external
1 Bgout note. Pulmonary edema foam
Mpression of the chest. The lips
g and there is absence of erupted
JW¥material, foodstuff or hemorrhage,
&) thorax, abdomen and back. The torso
1-4/2 inch in diameter umbilical hernia
a and anus are without note as are the

The slight reddish scalp hair
anterior fontanelle is soft. No sc.
blue with negative sclerae and «
auditory canals, nasal skeleton ap
is noted within the nostrils upg
are without note as are the fr
teeth, The mouth is free of .
The neck is without note as
is slightly warm upon touch.
is present. The external geni
upper and lower extremities.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION:

Body Cavities: The thoracoabdominal incision is used to examine
the viscera. There is absence of pleural or abdominal effusion or
hemorrhage and the pericardial sac is without note.

_.Head: The posterior intermastoid incision is used to examine the
brain. The scalp soft tissue, calvarium and meninges are without note.
The 575 gram brain shows cerebral edema with absence of other
abnormality. The cervical vertebral canal is without note.

Neck OQrgans: The strap muscles, hyoid bone, larynx, trachea,
cervical vertebrae and tongue are without note as is the hypopharynx.

Respiratory System: The 91 gram lungs show marked pleural and
parenchymal ecchymoses and diffuse pleural petechiae with dusky acute
congestion noted of the lung parenchyma. There is absence of nodularity
or granularity of the parenchyma and the tracheobronchial system is
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without note as is the pulmonary artery.

Cardiovascular System: The 24 gram heart shows a normal epicardial
surface with absence of petechiae. The coronary arteries; endocardium,
myocardium, valvular structures and Great Vessels are without note. No
congenital heart disease is noted.

Hepatobiliary System, Pancreas and Spleen: The 170 gram liver
shows cyanotic acute congestion with unremarkable gallbladder, ductal
system, pancreas and an acutely congested spleen weighs 11 grams.

Gastrointestinal System: The esophagus and stomach are
unremarkable and the latter contains minimal watery contents without
foodstuff or medication, External and internal examination of the
remainder of the small and large intestine and mesentery shows no
abnormalities with fecal material of normal color and consistency upon

intermittent inspection.

Genitourinary System: Bach kig
pallor 1s noted. The collecting
without note.

weighs 13 grams and slight
thy, ureters and bladder are

Endocrine System: The thyg_' tuitary and adrenal glands are

without note.

Ing bones of the extremities, rib

Musculoskeletal System: ol
abgence of old or recent injury.

cage and vertebral column shg

Lymphatic System: Unremdkied] The 13 gram thymus gland shows

absence of petechiae,

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION:

Lung (4): Focal patchy areas of alveolar hemorrhage. No hyperdistended
alveoli., Absence of aspiration; bronchitis, bronchiolitis or pneumonia.

Heart (1): No pathologic diagnosis.

Liver (1): no pathologic diagnosis.

Kidney (l1): No pathologic diagnosis.
Spleen (l): No pathologic diagnosis.
Thymus gland (1): No pathologic diagnosis.

Cerebral cortex (2): No pathologic diagnosis,
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DIAGNOSIS:

1. Asphyxia due to external suffocation (compression

of nostrils and mouth when 1nfant became wedged
between bed cushion and crib bumper).

a. Marked ecchymoses and petechiae of pleura
and lungs

2. Acute passive congestion of liver
3. Pallor kidneys

4. Umbilical hernia, reducible

OPINION:

In consideration of the ircumakances surrounding death and
findings noted upon autopsy examinatjen, the death of _ a

two month old Wwhite female infant, 3 asphyxia related to facial
compression when the infant rolle®gff of a bed cushion and became
wedged face-down in the corner ¢rib. The manner of death is

accident.

frvin M. Sopher, M.D.
Chief Medical Examiner

Blood: Negative for alcohol, barbiturates,
chlordiazepoxide, tricyclic antidepressant,
diazepam, diphenylhydantoin, glutethimide,
meprobamate, methaqualone, phencyclidine (PCP),
propoxyphene, norpropoxyphene, salicylates,
acetaminophen,
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