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AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

name of eceasen:  [EEEE

case NuvseR: [N autopsy nuveer:
GENDER: Male AGE: 3 months RACE: White
DATE OF DEATH: Feb 3 2001 TIME: Unknown a.m.

PLACE OF DEATH: Home

DATE PRCNOUNCED: Feb 32001  TIME: 07:52:00

PLACE PRONCUNCED: Oxford Township

DATE OF AUTOPSY: Feb 42001  TIME: 07:30:00

CAUSE OF DEATH: POSITIONAL/COMPRESSION ASPHYXIA

MANNER OF DEATH: ACCIBENT
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EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The bedy is that of a white male infant, well developed, well nourished and appearing consistent with
the stated age of 3 months. The crown-heel length is 82 cm, and the crown-rump is 43 cm. The head
circumference is 40 cm, the chest circumference is 41 cm, and the abdominal circumference is 41 cm.
The weight is 5131 gm. The bedy is nude. The body is cold. Rigor mortis is full. Livor mortis is purple
and fixed and distributed anteriorly involving the sides of the face, sides of the chest and abdomen, and
anterior aspects of the upper and lower extremities. The skin of the central face, central chest and
abdornen is lividity free. The abdominal skin exhibits mild peri-umbilical greenish discoloration. The
head is unremarkable. The face is unremarkable. Tnhe scalp hair is blonde and fine. The anterior
fontarel is open and soft, without depression or bulging. The posterior fontanel is closed. The ayes
are unremarkable. The irides are blue. The comeae are clear. The sclerae are unremarkable. There
are small palpebral conjunctival petechiae. The ears are unremarkable. The external ear canals are
free of foreign material and abnormmal secretions. The nose is unremarkable. The lips are
unremarkable. The mouth is edentuious. The mouth is empty. The frenulum is infact. The neck,
chest, and back are unremarkable. The penis is circumcised. The testes are in the scrotum. The upper

and lower extremities are unremarkable.
SCARS: Nore.
TATTOOS: Nore.

EVIDENCE OF TREATMENT: MNone.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY: None.
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INTERNAL EXAMINATION
BODY CAVITIES:

The body cavities are ertered in the usual manner. All cavities are free of excess or abnormal fluid
accumulation and adhesions. The lungs are expanded. There is no internal evidence of blunt force or

penetrating injury to the thoracc-abdominal region. All organs are in their normal anatormic locations.

HEAD AND BRAIN:

The brain weighs 850 gm. The scalp is unremarkable. The skull is intact. The dura is unremarkable.
The venous sinuses are unremarkable. There is no evidence of epidural, subdural, or subarachnoid
hemorrhage. The leptomeninges are glistening and transparent. The cerebrospinat fluid is clear. The
vessels at the base of the brain are unremarkable. The cerebral hemispheres are symmetrical. The
surface of the brain is unremarkable. Serial sectioning of the brain reveals no abnormality. The

cerebellum is unremarkable. The brain stem is unremarkable.

NECK:
The soft tissues of the neck are unremarkable. The muscles of the neck are unremarkable. The
laryngeal cartilages are unremarkable. The hyoid bone is intact. The cervical vertebrae are intact. The

larynx is unremarkable. The pharynx is unremarkable.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The heart weighs 29 gm. The heart is of usual configuration. The major vessels entering and leaving
the heart do so in the usual manner. Thare are numerous prominent, focally confluent bright red

petechiae beneath the epicardium of the right atrium and left ventricle, where they are distrbuted along



CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM (cont):

the laft interventricular sulcus. The myocardium is without note.  The endocardium is smooth. The
cardiac valves are unremarkable. The cardiac chambers are ncmmal.  The coronary arteries are

unremarkable. The acra and its major branches are unremarkable. The superior and inferior venae

cavae are unremarkable.

RESPIRATCRY SYSTEM.

The right lung weighs 68 gm. The left lung weighs 69 gm. The lungs extericr has a "marble™-like
appearance with alternating, well-delineated dark red, focally almost burgundy and salmon-pink foci.
There are occasional suopleural petechiae in the interlobar fissures and lower lobes. The airways are
clear. The parenchyma is congested and edematous. The lungs are heavy, distended and occupy the
entire volume of the pleural cavities, slightly overlapping the "bare” area of the heart. The lungs interior
exhibit the same "marbie-like pattern as the lungs exterior. There is copious foamy pinkish fluid cozing

from the lung tissue and brenchi. The pulmonary arteries are unremarkable.

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM:

The tongue is unremarkable. The esophagus is unremarkable. The stornach is unremarkable. The
stomach contains 50 cc of vellow-white curdy semidigested formula. The small intestine s

unremarkable. The large intestine is unremarkable. The appendix is present. The pancreas is

unremarkable.

LIVER AND BILIARY SYSTEM:

The liver weighs 248 gm. The capsular surface is smooth and glistening. The parenchyma is a tan
arown and without focal lesions. The gallbladder is present. The gallbladder contains 2 mi of bile. The

common bile ducts are patent.
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SPLEEN:

The spleen weighs 15 gm. The capsule is intact The parenchyma is unremarkable.

GENITOURINARY SYSTEM:

The richt kidney weighs 21 gm. The left kidney weighs 20 gm. The capsules strip with ease. The
capsules are unremarkable. The subcapsular surfaces are unremarkable. The parenchyma is
unremarkable.  Cortico-medutlary demarcation is well-distinct. .The calyces and pelves are
unremarkable. The ureters are patent. The urinary bladder is unremarkable. The bladder is empty.

The mucosa is unremarkable. The prostate is unremarkable.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:

The pituitary gland is unremarkable. The thyroid gland is unremarkable. The adrenal glands are

unremarkable. The thymus gland weighs 41 gm. The thymus is enlarged but otherwise unremarxable..

LYMPH NODES:

LLymph nodes appear normal.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:

The skeletal muscles are urremarkable. The bony skeleton is unremarkable.



MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION:

LUNGS - Acute pulmonary edema and congestion. There are occasional intraparenchymal
hemorrhages with accumulation of blood in the alveolar spaces. Focal subpleural acutle emphysema.

HEART - No significant patholcgic changes except occasional perivascular epicardial hemorrhages.
THYROID GLAND - Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.
TRACHEA — Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.
ESOPHAGUS - Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.
SALIVARY GLANDS - Mo significant pathologic changes.

LYMPH NODES — No significant pathologic changes.

KIDNEYS - Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.
ADRENALS — No significant pathelogic changes.

SPLEEN — Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.

LIVER - Congestion, otherwise no significant pathologic changes.
PANCREAS - Congestion, otherwise no significant patholcgic changes.

THYMUS - Unremarkable morphology. Occasional, mostly perivascular, hemorrhages around
congested blood vassels in the parenchyma, subcapsular and peri-thymic adipose tissue.

PATHOLQOGIC DIAGNOSIS:

L. Positional/Compression Asghyxia:

A. Acute pulmonary edema and congestion.

B. Occasional conjunctival, subpleural and epicardial petechize.

C. Anterior distribution of fixed dependent lividity indicative of prone (face down) position at the
time of death.

i. Thyrnomegally, not otherwise specified.
. Development and nutritional status consistent with 3 maonth cld infant.
V. No evidence of other injuries or natural disease at autopsy.



OPINION:

_ 2 3 month old white male infant, died of positicnal/compression asphyxia in the parent's
bed. The anterior distribution of fixed dependent lividity presents compelling evidence of the infant
having been in a prone pasition (face down) at the time of death. Mild early decompositional changes
of abdominal skin along with fixed lividity indicates that the infant's death occurred 4-6 hours prior to the
time the baby was found unrespcnsive. In consideration of the circumstances surrounding this death,

autopsy findings and toxicolegy results, the manner of death is accident.

iIST

DEPUTY FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST

ph
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TOXICOLOGY REPORT

NAME:
CASE #
AUTCPSY #
BLOGD VOLATILE SCREEN
INCLUDES: ACETALDEHYDE, ACETCNE, ETHYL ALCOHGL, 1ISOPRCPYL ALCOHOL,
MIETHYL ALCOHOL
REPORT: Mone detected

BLOOD DRUG SCREEN
INCLUDES: AMPHETAMINES, BARBITURATES, BENZODIAZEPINES, CANNABINOIDS,
COCAINE, METHADCNE, METHAQUALONE, CPIATES, PHENCYCLIDINE,
PROPOXYPHENE

REPORT: Mone detected

SERUM DRUG SCREEN

INCLUDES: ACETAMINOPHEN, ANTICONVULSANTS, BARBITURATES,
BENZCDIAZEFINES, SALICYLATES, TRICYCLIC ANTIDEPRESSANTS

REPORT: Mone detected

.
DATE: 02/07/01 QMMM

DIANA SCHELL
FORENSIC TOXICOLGGIST
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