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A one year-old female was put down for an afternoon nap by her 13 year-old sister who was caring for her
while their parents were at work.  Approximately 30 minutes after leaving the child, the sister went to check
on the infant and found she had fallen between a broken side rail of her crib and the bumper pad.  The
bumper pad was tight against her neck and the girl had stopped breathing.  The girl was freed from the
bumper pad by a neighbor and taken to the hospital by EMS services.  The girl died at the hospital from her
injuries.
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This investigation was initiated from an emergency room report submitted by St. Francis Medical Center 
in Grand Island, Nebraska.  Information for this report was obtained from the Grand Island Police 
Department and Hall County Attorney. 
 
 
NARRATIVE 
 
The victim in this incident is a one year-old Hispanic female.  The victim’s height and weight are 
unknown.  There is no evidence the victim suffered from any physical or mental limitations prior to this 
incident. 
 
On September 20, 2003, the victim was left at home under the care of her 13 year-old sister while their 
parents were at work.  According to statements made by the sister, she regularly watched her sister 
during the day while her parents were working. 
 
According to the incident report, the victim was behaving normally prior to being put down for her 
afternoon nap at approximately 1245 hours.  The sister reported at approximately 1315 hours, she took 
the baby monitor with her to a neighbor’s house to retrieve some books she had left there.  The sister 
estimated being gone approximately 15 to 20 minutes before returning home.  After returning home, 
the sister stated she did some reading before checking on the victim.  The total estimated time the 
victim was left unchecked is stated to be 30 minutes. 
 
When the sister went to check on the victim, she found the victim hanging by her neck and chest from 
the crib bumper pad, outside the crib.  The sister stated the victim was not moving or making any sound, 
so she ran back to the neighbor’s house to get help.  The incident report indicates the neighbors came to 
the house, and found the victim hanging from the bumper pad.  Her lips and tongue were purple.  The 
neighbors stated the immediately called 911 and began performing CPR. 
 
In statements made by the neighbors, the victim’s body was trapped in a six to eight inch space between 
the side of the crib and the wall, with her feet hanging beneath the crib.  The victim’s arm was caught 
between the bars of the side guardrail, and her neck and upper chest was caught under the bottom bar 
of the guardrail with the bumper pad tight against her neck.  One of the neighbors stated it appeared 
the side guardrail which attaches to the crib had broken or had come apart.  The bumper pad ties 
closest to the victim had broken away from the pad.  The sister stated she had not noticed anything 
broken on the crib. 
 
EMS personnel dispatched to the residence transported the victim to St. Francis Medical Center in Grand 
Island.  After arrival at the hospital, the victim was pronounced dead from her injuries.  According to the 
incident report, a decision was made by the Hall County Attorney’s Office not to perform an autopsy.  
The incident was determined to be accidental. 
 
 
SAMPLE COLLECTION 
 
There were no samples collected related to this incident.  Due to the date of the incident, the product is 
not available for collection. 
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION 
 
The primary product involved in this incident is a crib bumper pad.  The manufacturer and model of this 
product is unknown.  There is no documentation which gives a clear identification of the product. 
 
The secondary product is a drop-side crib.  Again, the manufacturer and model information is unknown, 
and was not documented by investigating authorities at the time of the incident. 
 
 
EXHIBITS 
 
Exhibit A - Photographs of incident products – Grand Island Police Department 
 
Exhibit B - Incident report – Hall County Attorney 



 
Photo of victim’s bedroom 
 

 
Photo of victim’s bedroom 
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Photo of crib with separated guard rail and bumper pad  
 

 
Photo of crib guard rail separated from frame 
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Bumper pad pulled out bottom of crib 
 

 
Close up of bumper pad and guard rail 
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Location of where victim was found 
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City
Cccurred after
Occurred before
When reported
Date disposition declared
Incident nllrftber
Primary incident number
Incident nature
Incident address
State abbreviati-on
ZIP CoCe
Contact or caller
Compiairrant. name number
Area location ccde
Received by
How receiveC
Agency code
R.esponsible officer
Offense as Taken
Offense as CbserveC
Disposi tion
Misc. number
Gecbase address ID
Long-term call ID
Clearance Code
Judicial Status

Grand Island
15:00:00 09/20/2003
15:21:09 09/20/2003
15:21:09 A9/2A/20C3
0e/20/2003
103092858

Death Invest Death Investigation

NE
6BBO1
G. I Fire

PAOS Police AII Over South
Kissler V
T Telephcne
GIPD Grand Island Police Department
Dvorak T

CLO Closed Case
printed

9481 9

CL Case Clcsed
NCI lJcn -criminal Incident

INVOLVEMENTS :

Px Record # Date Description Relationship

NM L011 09/20/03 witness,/ Contacted
NM 12061 09/20/03 wilness,/contacted
NM 80581 09/20/03 babysitter/ sister
NM 80582 09/20/03 parent of juveniles
NM 80583 09/20/03 parent of juveniles
NM 80584 09/2Ai03 deceased
CA 94879 09/20/03 75:21 09/20/03 Agency Assist *Initiating Cail
PR 3172L 09/20/03 WHI Clothing $0 Clothing deceased
PR 37722 09/20/03 BLU Clothing $0 Clothing deceased
PR 3l'723 09/20/03 WHI Record $0 fmunizati-on Record
PR 31"724 09/20/03 Digital Image $0 Ditial Photos Scene
PR 3L725 09/20/03 Digital Image $O Digital Photos Dece
PR MVT0565 09/20/03 In Car Video $0 not used

IMAGE CODES EOR ]NC]DENT:

Seq Imag Image code for a users description field

1 DCC DOCUMENT

LAW INCI DENT NARRAT IVE :

REPORT REQUEST
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Unattended Death fnvestigation of Juvenile Female

LAW I NC I DENT R.E S PCN DE RS DE TAI T, :

Se Respcnding offi Unit n Unit nurnber

1 Bennett M R 446 Bennett M R

2 Penner R. 4 61 Parker J
3 Dvorak T 464 Dvorak T
A uirC.erbranC D 3L1 }lilderbrand Da llrr(

LAW SUPPLEMENTAL NARR.AT IVE :

Seq Name Date
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Grand Island Police Department
Supplemental Repcrt

Date, Time:09/20/03 1527 hours
Reporting Officer:Penner 457
On 09/20/03 at approximaLely L521 hours I responded to , in
reference to an infant not breathj-ng. When I arrived Grand fsl-and Fire was

lust pulling up and Officer Bennett has al-ready arrived. The paramedics were
advised to go up the stairs to the bedroom, where the infant was. I followed
them up the stairs to a smal1 bedroom to the left of the main door. I observed
two subjects in the room with an infant on the floor. The subjects were doing
CPR on the infant. The room was smalf and only appeared to contain a dresser,
crib and a swing. The crib was sitting at an angle in the room next to the two
subjects with the infant.

I then contacted a young femafe out in front of the residence that was crying.
I asked her who she was. The female advised that her name was a and that
she was the infants sj-ster.  said that she was watching her sister,

, while her parents were at work. The father, , works at 
ure and the mother, , works at e.  said that she had

checked on her a couple of times and  was fi-ne, however the last time she
checked on  she was not in the crib.  said that  was outside
the crib partly under it and her head was in the bumper pad.  said that
she had to run to the neighbor's residence to phone 911. a said that the
neighbor then returned with her to help with CPR.  estimated the elapsed
time was about 30 minutes between contacts. I observed a baby monitor on the
dresser that was on and the receiver that did work, however unknown if it was

in use at the time.

I then had GIEC have someone gio to the places of employment to contact the
parents. The ambulance transporLed the infant to St. Francls prior to the
parents arriving.

Officer Bennett feft with the ambufance crew to St. Erancis and I stayed at the
residence until Officer Dvorak arrived with a digital to take photographs. I
assisted Offi-cer Dvorak in photographing the residence and the bedroom where
the incident occurred. Officer Dvorak then left the residence and went to the
hospital and I remained at the residence until no other actions needed to be
done there.

**: **. ** n* /** / ****
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446 Grand Island Police Department
Supplemental Report

Date, Tj-me: 9-20-03
Reporting Officer:M BennetL 446

On 9-20-03 I was detailed to  reference a one-year old chil-d not
breathing. Upon arrival I was waved down by two chi.Idren at Apt

 They stated they were upstairs.

When I arrived upstairs I observed a male and female performing CPR on a smafl
child. They were in the corner. The paramedics arrived and I moved the crib
so the paramedics had access to the chifd. Paramedics 

were on the scene.

I then spoke to the male and the femafe who were doing CPR. They were
j-dentified verbaffy . Both were neighbors who
lived at

I spoke with  sister of  stated she was
watching her sister.  said she had checked on  and then went
outside to read a book. a stated she had taken the baby monitor, but had
not heard anything.  said she had checked on  approximately
haff-an-hour fater.

 stated when she had checked on she was outside of the crib with
her legs under the crib.  had gone next door and got her nelghbors.

After speaking wj-th  f then spoke with s stated he had
found  with her arm ln the bars of the crib and she was hanging from the
bumper .  stated he had removed her and started CPR. I then spoke
with  and she verified the description of how  was found.

 also gave me information about the chifd.  advised me her name

was  and she had lust turned one the  of 

The paramedics transported  to Saint Francis ER. f was advised Officer
Castleberry was attempting ate the parents.

Upon arrlval at Saint Francis ER I was advised by the aunt of  she had
died and the Doctor told the family there was nothi-ng more he do '
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Officer Dvorak arrived at the hospital to do the investigation
of the information I had.

I advi s eC hrim

Later the parents of were j-dentified verbally as
. I also asked  to sign a medical- release form.  signed

the rel-ease form and I handed it to Officer Dvorak.
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Date, Time: 9-20-03 1900
Reporting Officer: fnv Dvorak #460

At 1600, on 9-20-03, I was notified by Sgt. Hilderbrand that a toddl-er child
had been found unconscious, and life saving efforts were underway. The toddl-er
had been transported to the Saint Francis Emergency Room, and her status was
unknown at the tj-me. Hil-derbrand requested that f respond to the focation of
the incident, and process the scene.

I responded to , apartmen , where Officer Penner was standing
by. Penner tofd me  injured child was just over one year old. Penner
said, from what he and Officer Bennett had ascertained, the toddler, named

 had been in the care of her 13 year old sister,  had
been takingi a nap, and when  checked on her, she found that had
faflen out of her crib, and was caught up in her crib or the crib bumper, which
apparently asphyxlated her.

f entered the residence, and subsequently took 1.5 digita1 photographs of the
interior. The apartment is upstairs, in the apartment building, but the
apartment itself is also composed of two level-s. The main floor, of apartment
#4, consists of a bathroom, one bedroom, a kitchen, halIway, and living room.
The lone bedroom on this fevef is where  was found, and I observed a
decoration on the door that consisted of bfocks that spell-ed  f
proceeded up the staj-rs to the second level of apartment #4, and found it
consi-sts of two more bedrooms.

edroom occupies the Northeast corner of the apartmentrs first floor.
I observed a crib, a  playset, a dresser, and some clothing and
toys in the room. The crib and playset, when I observed them and took photos,
had been moved by GIFD paramedics, and its exact placement pri-or to the
incident are not known for certain.

I observed that the rear guardrail of the crib, which is supposed to be fixed
in place, was broken, or had been taken apart. The upper, right, rear corner
of the crib side and the guardrail were not connected. The lower portion of
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this corner was stil-l- affixed. I observed that the crib bumper pad was hanging
down in the middle, and the ties had been broken away from the bumper itself.
I observed no blood on any portion of the crib or bumper pad. No physical
evidence of an assault or injury were observed in the room.

f observed a "baby monitor" on the dresser, which was located across the room
from the crlb. The moni-tor was on, and when Penner and I found the other half
of the device, in the kitchen, we found it was in working order. I took photos
of all the rooms of the main ffoor of the apartment. As I was taking photos, I
was advlsed by Sgt. Hilderbrand that the chlfd had died at the hospital.

I then responded to the St. Erancis ER, leaving Penner to preserve the scene.
I met with Officer Bennett/ who advised the following account. 
was babysitting her younger sister, a told Bennett that she put

 down for a nap/ and was reading, or studying, outside.  had the
L3

10:57
Grancr Island Police Departrnent

LAW INCIDENT TABLE Page :

104
6

baby monitor with her, and did not hear anything unusual. After about 30

minutes,  went to check on  and found her "hanging" from the cri-b.
 ran next door, to t, to notify her neighbors, as the

family does not have a telephone. The neighbors,
ca11ed 911. and started CPR on  before paramedics arrived.

I then entered trauma room #5, where was focated. The chifd appeared to
be 1n good physical condition, and seemed to be well nourished.
appeared to be healthy, and larger than most year old children. No fresh
wounds were found on her body. No bruising, scars, or other indications of
past abuse were found, I observed no ligature marks on her neck, or chest. A

taint, lighter cofored area, was observed, on a diagonal, down from 
l-eft shoulder by her neck, to her right side upper chest. This mark was

approximately three to four inches wide.

pinpoint hemorrhages, or petechia, were observed on face and neck. It
appeared as though the chifd had recently contracted chicken pox, there were
tnit many pinpoint hemorrhages. There were no visible petechi-a in the whites
of her eyes. Her pupils were fixed, and did not appear to be dilated. I did
not observe any other petechia marks on the rest of her body. Livor mortls had
begun, and was most visibl-e near her elbows and behind her knees. Rigor had not
set in. f took 16 Photos of 

I had been advised that both parents. , had been
working when the incident occurred. Both parents had been contacted at their
place of employment, notified of the situation, and then escorted to the
hospital. When f was done taking photographs, the parents had arrj-ved, and
wished to be with  Whife the family grieved, I spoke wj-th the 
famj-Iy, the neighbors from

 advised that  and had been at their house
most of the morning.  said they came over at about 0930 or 1000, and
played with the  children until  came home for lunch.
guessed that this was at about 1145 or 1150.

The  said came back to their residence, alone, sometime between 1230

and 1300.  had already returned to work. a said that she had
put  down for a nap, and came back to get some books that she left there
Lhat morning.  advised that  had the baby monitor with her, but
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she heard nothing unusual-, and did not hear  stirring at all. 
stayed, and talked, for about 15 or 20 minutes. She then returned home.

 said  came back, visibly shaken and upset, after she
had been gone for about an hour.  was yelling "heIp, help me." They
asked what was wrong. a repl-ied "there's something wrong with 

 ran for the home, and  grabbed her phone and came behind
with

 said when he entered  room, all he could see were her feet,
under the crib. The rest of her body was between the crib and the wall.

- said there was about six or eight inches of space belween the side of
ri-b, and the wafl-.  was in thj-s space. Her arm was caught between

the bars of the guardrail. Her neck and upper chest was caught under the
bottom bar of the guardraif. l said the bumper pad was tight against

 neck. - said he coul-d see that  1i-ps and tongue were
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- said he moved the crib, and then ripped the bumper pad free from where
it was tied to the side of the crib.  laid the child on the floor, and
began CPR, with assistance from , who had called 911, and was receivj-ng
instructj-on from the dispatcher.  said they continued CPR
until paramedics took over.

 advised he coul-d see that the corner of the crib, where the guardrail
attaches to the side, had been broken, or had come apart. l said when he
arrived in the room, this broken portion was against the wall, in the Northeast
corner, of room.  said  was terrified that "it was her
fauft. " The  said the ht   the hospital.  saj-d she
knew that  was working. , until 2100 hours, and 
was working at  Furniture until- 1700 hours.

I then spoke with , in the Private Fami-1y Waiting Room.  is
an eighth grade student at  Middfe School. She is 13 years o1d. 
said she and  are the only two children of the family.  said her
family moved to Grand Island, from Colorado, l-ast December.

 said that she babysits her sister when bother her parents are workj-ng.
 said she took  to the ' residence about 0900 or 0930 this

mornj-ng. They stayed there, played and read, until shortly before noon, when
 father, , came home for lunch. a said her dad ate his

Iunch, and then returned to work at about 1230.

 said that at about 7245, she put  down for a nap.  said
was not asleep already, and she "crj-ed a littl-e bit" when she was placed

in her crib.  said after a few minut,es,  went to sleep. About one
half hour after  fel1 asleep, a took the baby monitor, and went back
to the  resi-dence. She needed to get some books that she feft there that
morning.

said she talked to  for about 15 minutes, and then went back
home. She sat down to read a little bit, and then checked on

 said  was "hanging" from the crib, and wasn't crying or moving.
did not know what to do, so she ran back to the , and they came to
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rluf Ir !

 said she never heard crying, or struggling, on the baby monitor.
f asked  if the crib was broken before, or if she had ever noticed it did
not fit together correctfy.  answered "wh], is it broken now?" and
advised that she had never noticed the crib was broken.

 was overcome by emotion at this point, and said she was sorry, but she
felt terrible. She was crying, and I concluded the interview at that time.

Bob Cashiol-i, a Deputy HaIl- County Attorney. had been contacted. He arrived at
1he hospital, and was briefed on the events as we knew them. He spoke with the
ER Staff, and then consulted Jerry Janulewicz, the County Attorney. Due to the
evidence and statements gathered, it was declded that this appeared to be a
traglc accident, not a criminal matter. Cashj-o1i sald no autopsy was needed,
and the fanrily couid make whatever arrangements were neeessary. Officer
Bennett did obtaln a Medical- Records Refease from , while
Hil-derbrand and f were takj-ng photos of 

Hi lderbrarrC and
of the incideot,
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CONTACT LIST 
 
Grand Island Police Department 
100 East 1st Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
308-385-5400 
 
Hall County Attorney 
231 South Locust Street 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
308-385-5150 
308-385-5111  FAX 
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