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A five week old female, Victim, was placed in a baby bouncer inside her crib to sleep. The bouncer had been propped 
up on the bottom with a pillow to level it so that it would be horizontal rather than on an incline. The harness on the 
bouncer was not used to secure Victim into it but a blanket was placed on top of the bouncer and another blanket was 
used to cover her. Victim died of suffocation when she was found on the side of her crib mattress at the bottom of the 
bouncer wedged between the crib bumper pad and the pillow holding the bouncer chair.
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This In-Depth Investigation (IDI) was issued as a follow up to document number 
1048069877. 
 
This incident involves a five week old female child, Victim, who weighed 4.16 
kilograms and was described as being in the 50th percentile for weight and 
height.  A crown-heel length was given as 53 cm. The autopsy report is part 
the police report and appended under Exhibit 1. Victim died due to accidental 
suffocation in a crib due to an unsafe sleep environment per the cause of death 
found on the medical certification of certificate of death appended to the police 
report under Exhibit 1. All of the information in this report was taken from the 
appended police report which contains information from various agencies 
involved in the investigation to include the medical examiner. 
 
The sleep environment was such that the crib used for Victim to sleep in was in 
her parents’ bedroom and was placed next to their bed full size bed to assist 
Victim’s mother with nightly breast feedings. The side rail of the crib, which was 
placed next to the bed, had been removed by the father and the mattress of the 
crib was at the same height as the mattress of the  parents’ bed.  In addition the 
Victim would be placed in a baby bouncer seat inside the crib, whereby the end of 
it was propped up by a pillow or small cushion so that the Victim would not slip out 
of the bouncer holder. Although the bouncer had straps they were not used and a 
folded baby blanket was placed on top of the bouncer. The Victim would then be 
placed on top of the blanket and another blanket would be placed on her.  

Photo of sleep environment 
Parent’s bed, pillow, folded blanket, baby bouncer, crib  
 
On the night of the incident, 6-3-10, Victim had been fed and placed in the bouncer  
at about 1:00 am by her mother.  Victim’s father woke up at about 6:30 am and did 
not see Victim in the bouncer and asked his wife is she had Victim with her. His wife
replied that she did not have Victim so the father immediately jumped out of 
bed to see what had happened to Victim.  He  found Victim on the crib mattress 
lying on her right side between the baby bouncer and the crib’s guard rail with her 
head towards the side of the bed’s headboard. Victim was not responsive and 
not breathing when he picked her up. He placed her on the foot of his bed and 
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began CPR and when Victim did not respond he immediately transported her to 
the local emergency room where she was pronounced dead after 45 minutes of 
attempting to revive her  on the morning of 6-3-10.    
 
The coroner’s report and the death certificate indicate that Victim was wedged 
between the crib bumper pad and pillow holding a bounce chair and that Victim 
died due to suffocation as a result of unsafe sleep environment., Exh. 2 & 3.  
   
After Victim was pronounced dead at the hospital an immediate investigation 
was begun and Victim’s parents were interviewed. The detectives interviewed 
Victim’s parents in their home where the parents were questioned about the 
details of the incident. Photos were taken at the parent’s home with a doll being 
used to simulate the position Victim was in when her father found her on the 
mattress.  Those photos could not be located but photos appended to this report 
showing the products involved and the sleep environment were provided, Exhibit 
2. 
 
The coroner’s report was not released but part of the coroner’s information is 
contained in the police investigative report provided by the police department, Exh. 2. 
 
The parent’s telephonic contact information for home or work were no longer 
working. The assignment further indicated to contact local officials only.     
  
 
 Product Identification    
 The products involved in this incident were a white baby crib with slats all around 
and containing a fitted mattress. One of the side railings to the crib were removed 
by Victim’s parents so that Victim’s mother could pull the crib close to her full size 
bed at night to breast feed Victim. The crib also had a crib bumper pad and on 
the mattress was a baby incline bouncer. None of the items were described by 
make or model nor was there any further information to identify them. 
 
The bouncer was described as being designed to be at an incline so that the 
child is at an angle with its head higher than its feet.  The bouncer is not 
adjustable and therefore could not be raised or lowered.  A pillow was under the 
base of the bouncer, foot end, to level out the bouncer so that the baby could lay 
flat.   
 
A baby comforter and small blanket were added to the bouncer so that the baby 
lay in the bouncer and would not fall into the space allowed for the seat.  The 
bouncer had a Velcro harness to go around baby’s pelvic area but it was not 
accessible due to additional padding and blanket inserted into the seat for 
leveling.   
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Although the Victim’s bedding items were photographed none were taken into 
possession and no other identifying information was available regarding these 
items.   
 
EXHIBITS 
 
1. Police records, 36 pgs.  
2. Photos, 4 pgs, 8 photos. 
3. Death Certificate, 1pg. 
4. Contact Sheet, 1 pg. 
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' -^  Brownsvi f le Pof ice DeoartmenL
Law Incident Narrat ive

Case Number:  

OFFICER NAME: Fef i 'oe Cepeda
OFFICER #: 5309
DATE:Thu Jun 03 l I :23:2I  CDT 2010

sUPERVT SoR: LfW , sf
OFFICER #: 

' ' I r  U -
DArE: ' ( ' -1- i6

\DJIV

Case Status:  Actrve
Narratrve:

On June 3,  2010 I  was dispatched to Val ley Baptrst  Medicaf Center located
ar 1040 W. Jef ferson Sc. In reference ro an -rnvesLigaLion. Upon arr ival  I  made
contact  wi th Nurse who advised me that a f ive week old chi ld
by the name of was brought r-o the hospi ta l  by her
parents unresponsive and showing no vi ta- l  s igns.

was brought into the hospi ta l  by her Father 
and her Mother f  then observed the body of  Lhe baby
and I  d id not see any bruises or any other v is ib le markings indjcat inq any foul
play.  I  then made contact  wi th the Mr.  who advised me that at
approximately 1:00 a.m. he and his wi fe puL rhe baby insjde the cr jb on a baby
bouncer so rhat she cou-Ld go to s leep. At approximately 6:45 a.m. Mr.  
r^rnl 'a,rn anr l  n- t iCed that his daughler was not laying on the baby bouncer where
+L^" L^J *r-^^C her when she went to s leep. He stated that he found her layingL1lEy rrqu Paaug'

on her ] -ef t  s ide between the bouncer and the rai l  of  the cr ib.  Mr.  
advised that his daughter was unresponsive and started conduct ing C.P.R. on the
baby. Af ler  conducr ing C.P.R. on the baby for a few minutes wi thout any
crr^-aq< t  horr  f  -^nqn^-tor l  hc- ro f  he \ /a l  I  ev R:nt i  st  MarJi .af  CenLef Whefe Sheuuvvvr! /  f  ""y

was pronounced dead at  B:10 a.m. Just ice Of The Peace was
r - - r f  : r - te j  hrz 1qrrrco and he adVised me fhat She Ofderer j  a Flr  onq\, / .  

Funeral  Home was contacted as requested by the parents to care for  the
body. I  made contact  wi th Chi ld Protect ive Services case worker Jackie #I243
and informed her of  the s i tuat ion,  she provided me wi1-h a reference 
and advrsed me rhat an jnvesr igat ion was going to be conducted by her agency. I
then contacted Sgrt .  Jesse #158 and advised him of  the s i tuat ion,  and he
informed me that a Detecl- ive f rom the Criminal  Invest igat ion Div ison was going
to responded to the hospi ta l .  Det.  Cufver +4413, Det.  Lucio +291L and Det- .
Hernandez #2122 arr ived at  the hospi ta l  and began their  invest igat ion.  Moments
r- '^-  !L^ r^ '^ ' : f i rzes anrJ mvsel f  drove to Lhe residence located at  ldLcl  L l lu uuLcuLrvuJ qlru rLr jJg

rnrhere rh+rz +nntz n. i^r- ,1r^-  Of the SCene. NO further aCt ion faken bv fh isLr lu j tvvj l lJrLql !ur l ! ) ,

offrcer.
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Bror^insvi  l -  Ie
Law Incident

Pol i  r -o Dcn.ar '1-rr lgnlveyq! u! !

Suppl-emenl Narrat ive

3flili3lil ily;;rt ""*'^NDEZ' * 
4W

Case Number:  

ON THURSDAY, 03rd OF JUNE 2010, I  WAS ASSIGNED BY DETECTIVE SGT. JUAN
LOPEZ TO RESPOND TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM OF THE VALLEY BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER, IN
REGARDS TO A DEATH INVESTIGATION, INVOLVED A DECEASED INFANT.

UPON ARRIVAL, I  MADE CONTACT WITH PATROL OFF]CER J.  FLORES #5518 AND
HIS POLICE RECRUIT F. CEPEDA #5309. AT THIS TIME, I  LEARNED THAT THE DECEASED
INFANT, WAS A FIVE WEEK OLD FEMALE BY THE NAME OF (DOB:

 AT THIS T]ME, DETECT]VES SAMUEL LUCIO AND MARIAN CULVER WERE
SPEAKING TO THE GRIEVING PARENTS. THE PARENTS WERE IDENTIFIED AS MR.

(DOB: AND MRS. O (DOB: I  FURTHER
LEARNED THAT THE INFANT HAD BEEN FOUND UNRESPONSTVE, THIS MORNING IN HER CRIB,
BY HER FATHER. THE INFANT'S PARENTS BROUGHT THE ]NFANT TO THE HOSPITAL. THE ER
STAFF ATTEMPTED TO RESUSCITATE THE INFANT TO NO AVAIL, AND THE ]NFANT WAS
DECLARED DEAD. THE TREATING EMERGENCY ROOM PHYS]CIAN WAS DR. .  THE
]NFANT WAS REPORTED TO SHOW NO VISIBLE S]GNS OF INJURY. JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

 WAS CALLED AND ADVISED OF THE INCIDENT BY THE ER STAFF. JUDGE
 PROCEEDED TO ORDER AN AUTOPSY.

]  PROCEEDED TO TAKE SEVERAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DECEASED INFANT. THE
NUDE ]NFANT'S BODY LAID ON THE EXAMINATION TABLE. ]V LINES WERE PRESENT ON BOTH
ARMS. A PINK COLOR BABY'S JUMP SUIT LAID BY THE INFANT'S FEET. A LIGHT STA]N
SPOT OF BLOODY DISCHARGE WAS ON THE BED'S SHEET BY THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE
INFANT'S HEAD. THE ER STAFF ADVISED THAT RESUSCITAT]ON EFFORTS HAD BEEN
ATTEMPTED FOR AT LEAST FORTY M]NUTES.

DETECTIVE LUCIO AND CULVER INFORMED ME THAT THEY HAD OBTA]NED A CONSENT
TO SEARCH, FROM THE INFANT'S PARENTS, AL],OWING US TO CHECK THE]R RESIDENCE. I
WAS TASKED WITH GOING TO THE RESTDENCE, LOCATED AT IN ORDER TO
PHOTOGRAPH THE SCENE. SAID PATROL OFFICERS, ALONG WITH SAID DETECTIVES AND I
PROCEEDED TO THE RESIDENCE. UPON ARRIVAL DETECTIVE LUCIO MADE CONTACT
W]TH THE INFANT'S MATERNAL UNCLE/ WHO WAS STANDING BY AT THE RESIDENCE. THE
RES]DENCE WAS FOUND TO BE TWO BEDROOM RESIDENCE. THE MASTER BEDROOM WAS FOUND
TO BE FURN]SHED WITH BED AND A BABY'S CR]B. THE BABY'S CRIB CONTAINED A BABY
BOUNCER, WHICH HAD A FOLDED BABY'S BLANKET ON IT.  DETECTIVE LUCIO POINTED OUT
THAT ACCORD]NG TO THE INFANT'S PARENTS THE INFANT WOULD BE PUT TO SLEEP ON THE
BABY BOUNCEfl ,AND THE CRIB WOULD BE PLACED ALONG SIDE OF THEIR BED. A SMALL SIZE
CUSHION WOULD BE PLACED UNDER THE FRONT PORTION OF THE BABY BOUNCER'S BASE, TN
ORDER TO DECREASE THE BOUNCER'S ANGLE. THE INFANT WOULD THEN BE COVERED WITH A
BABY BLANKET. ONE OF THE CRIB'S GUARD RAIL HAD BEEN REMOVED TN ORDER TO AT,LOW
THE CRIB'S MATTRESS TO BE LEVEL WITH THE BED WHEN THEY WERE PLACED ALONG EACH
OTHER. THE GUARD RAIL ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CRIB WAS STILL IN PIACE. THE
INFANT'S MOTHER SLEPT ON THE BED CLOSES TO THE CRIB, AND THE INFANT'S FATHER
SLEPT NEXT HER. THE INFANTIS FATHER ]S REPORTED TO HAVE WOKEN UP THIS MORNTNG
AND HAD NOT SEEN THE ]NFANT ON THE BOUNCER. HE ASKED HIS WIFE IS SHE HAD THE
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INF.ANT. SHE SAID NO, THTS-PROMPTED HTM_TO GElOUT OF BED AND CHECK. UPoN DoING
SO, HE DISCOVERED THAT THE INFANT WAS ON THE MATTRESS, LAYING ON ITS R]GHT SIDE
BETWEEN THE BABY BOUNCER AND THE CRIB'S GUARD RAIL. IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT HE
FOUND THAT THE ]NFANT WAS NOT BRFIATHING. HE PICKED UP THE INFANT AND CR]ED OUT
TO H]S WIFE. HE THEN BEGAN TO PERT'ORM CPR ON THE INFANT AT THE FOOT OF THE BED.
I  PROCEEDED TO PHOTOGRAPH THE SCENE. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE INFANT'S FATHER,
MR. Z ARRIVED AT THE RESIDENCE, ALONG SIDE WITH H]S FATHER. MR.

 PROCEEDED TO SHOW US THE INFANT'S POSITION WHEN HE FOUND HER. A SMAL].
AMOUNT OF DISCHARGE WAS FOUND TO BE PRESENT ON THE CRIB'S MATTRESS COVER ON THE
AREA WHERE THE INFANT'S FACE WOULD HAVE BEEN. A SMALL SIZE STAIN OF D]SCHARGE
WAS ALSO OBSERVED ON THE BED COVER AT THE FOOT OF THE BED, WHERE MR. 
PERFORMED CPR. MR.  WAS OBSERVED TO BE WEARING A WHITE T_SHIRT, A PAIR
OF BLUE JEANS, AND A PAIR OF'SOCKS. NO SHOES. THE T-SHIRT WAS OBSERVED TO HAVE
DISCHARGE STAINS FROM THE INFANT ON THE FRONT UPPER CENTER, AND ON THE RIGHT
S]DE SLEEVE.

CA-}4ERON COUNTY DEATH INVESTIGATOR ARNOLD ARGULLIN ARRIVED AT THE SCENE.
HE INTRODUCED HIMSELF TO MR.  AND ADVISED HIM THAT HE NEEDED TO ASK HIM
SOME QUESTIONS ]N ORDER TO INFORM THE FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST, DR. OF
THE CIRCUMSTANCES. MR.  ONCE AGAIN PROCEEDED TO EXPLAIN THE EVENTS OF
THIS MORNING. A SMALL SIZE DOLL WAS PROVIDED TO MR.  BY INVEST]GATOR
ARGULLIN fN ORDER TO DEMONSTRATE THE INFANTIS POSITION WHEN FOUND. MR. 
PLACED THE DOLL IN THE CRIB. THE DOLL WAS LAID ON ITS RIGHT SIDE, BETWEEN THE
CRIB'S GUARDRAIL AND THE BOUNCER'S BASE AND WITH ITS HEAD TOWARDS THE SIDE OF
THE BEDIS HEADBOARD. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE P],ACEMENT OF THE DOLL WERE TAKEN.

]NVESTIGATOR ARGULLIN THEN PROCEEDED TO ASK MR.  A SERTES OF
QUESTIONS, ABOUT THE ]NFANT'S OVERALL HEA],TH. THE INFANT WAS REPORTED TO HAVE
BEEN BORN PREMATURE, BUT NO HEAITH PROBLEMS WERE KNOWN.

SHORTLY THEREAFTER, CASE WORKERS FROM CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES ARRIVED
AND BEGAN TO INTERVIEW MR. 

MEANWHILE/ ]  PROCEEDED TO RETURN TO THE POLICE STATION IN ORDER TO
DOV/NLOAD AND SAVE THE D]GITA],  PHOTOGRAPHS, THAT I  HAD TAKEN FOR THIS DEATH
INVEST]GATION. A TOTAL OF THREE COMPACT DISC CONTAINING A COPY OF SAID
PHOTOGRAPHS WERE GENERATED. ONE OF THE D]SCS WAS TURNED OVER TO INVEST]GATOR
ARGULLIN. THE SECOND ONE WILL BE FORWARDED TO CPS, AND THE THIRD ONE WAS TURNED
OVER TO DETECTIVE CULVER.

AT TH]S TIME, BASED ON THE KNOWN ]NFORMATION, THE ]NFANT'S DEATH DOES
NOT APPEAR TO INVOLVE ANY FOUL PLAY. THE AUTOPSY RESULTS ARE PENDING.

NO OTHER ACTION TAKEN BY REPORT]NG DETECTIVE.

CASE ACTIVE.
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Brownsvj- l le Pol- ice Departmeht
Law Incident Suppl-ement Narrat ive

Case Number:

OFFICER #:
DATE: 06/01

Lf li
LI

o F F r c E R NAME : Ma r i a n c u t- v e r - Ki n q " u,r' Ji\,fu,-cdr,^b*r#"--^r

SUPERVI SOR:
OFFICER #:
DATE:

Narrat ive:  Inact ive (Pending Final  autopsy Report)

on Thrrrqrr : rz rrrns 3,  2010 Det. .  S.  Lucio #291 I  and I  responded to Val ley Bapt ist
Medicaf Center Brownsvi l - l -e focated at  1040 W. Jef ferson St.  Brownsvi l le,  Texas
in reference to a death invest. igat ion.  Cr ime Scene Invest igator Juan Hernandez
was dispatched and arr ived a short  t ime later.

Upon arr ival  we made contact  wi th ER personnel  and ER Dr.  who advised
the infant ident i f ied as f ive week ol-d. dob arr ived
unresponsive to the emergency room by her parents ident i f ied as 

DOB and .

ER personnel  worked on the baby with l i fe saving ef for ts however the baby did
n^r roqnnnd '^C was decfared dead at  8:10 am. Just ice of  the Peace

was not i f ied and an autopsy was ordered. The report ing of f icer,
recrui t  Fel ipe Cepeda #6309 contacted Chi ld Protect ive Services and a reference
number was provided 

Contact  was made with the parents Mr.  and Ms. The parents
were distraught but managed to cal-m themsel-ves to speak to Det.  Lucio and I .
Ms. advised that she put the baby to bed at  an unknown t ime between
1:00 am and 1:30 am. She said her husband woke her up that morning asking where
the baby was. She said she jumped out.  of  bed but her husband was already on
the opposi te s ide of  the cr ib looking for the baby. She said her husband
grabbed the baby from inside the cr ib and l -a id her on the bed. Her husband
didn' t  know what was wrong with the baby and began to give the baby CPR. When
the baby did not respond they got into their  vehicfe and drove straight to the
emergency room.

She was asked to descr ibe how she l -a id t .he baby down to s leep. She descr ibed
that wi th in the baby's cr ib is a mattress f i t ted for  the cr ib.  The cr ib was
I ined with a cr ib bumper padding. In the cr ib and on the mattress was a baby
incl ine bouncer.  The bouncer is designed to be at  an incl- ine so that the baby
coufd be laying at  an angle wi th i ts head higher than i ts feet .  The bouncer is
not adjustabfe to be raised or fowered. Ms. advised
that she placed a pi l low under the base ( foot  end) to l -evel  out  the bouncer so
that the baby coul-d lay f lat .  She also added a baby comforter and a smal- l -
b lanket to the bouncer so that when the baby la id in the bouncer the baby would
not fa l - l  into the space af lowed for the seat.  The bouncer was equipped with a
vel-cro harnest to go around the baby's pelv ic area however i t  was not
accessibl-e due to the addi t ional  padding and bfanket inserted into the seat for
level ing.  Ms. said she and her husband had removed the rai l inq f rom
one side of  the baby's cr ib so that she could have easy access to the baby at
night.  She explained that she woufd s leep in her fu l l -  s ize bed at  n ight and
wori lc l  nrr l  I  f  he r : r ih (onen rai  I  s i rJe' l  : lnno side her so that she coul-d acceSSv:vv /

tha l - r :hrz in the midd]e Of 116 nrahl-  in n:ca gf ig needed tO bfeaSt feede.,
-w\v
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Ms. said she coufd not understand how the babV fef l -  out  of  the bouncer
since she is not that  mobi le. I  asked her i f  i t  was possib]e i f  the base of
the bouncer sf id of f  the pi l low which causing i t  to t i l t  to the s ide causing

the baby to fa l l  of f  the bouncer? She said she didn' t  know because when her

husband jumped out of  bed to l -ook for the baby he may have moved the bouncer

when he grabbed the baby out of  the bed or she may have moved the bouncer she

irrmnari  nrr ] -  ^ f  l red and sj_id the baby's cr ib over sO She coufd get out of  her

bed.

Ms. said the baby usual ly wakes up about three hours af ter  feeding.
She said she didn' t  hear the babv that niqht.

f  made contact  wi th Mr. He advised that he and his wi fe put the baby
t-a qloon a^mat ime af ter  1:00 am and 1:30 am. He descr ibed the bedding just  as
Ms. did.  He said he didn' t  know exact ly what t ime he woke up, but
est imates i t  af ter  5:30 am. He said he usual ly wakes up at  around that t rme
but did not check his cfock.  He sleeps on the side of  the bed the furthest
away from the baby. He said when he woke up his wi fe was laying on the
bed next to hi-m between him and the baby's cr ib.  He said he looked over his
wife towards the baby's cr ib.  He said he didn' t  see the baby in the bouncer so
he caf led out to his wi fe and asked her i f  she had the baby. His wi fe
racnnnr laA rrNl^ |  r r  en j  f  he'rz l rnth i r rmnerJ orr f  of  bed. Mf .  Said he fafrvv vLt 

)

around the baby's cr ib and not iced the baby was laying on her r ight  s ide wi th
her face facing the cr ib 's bumper padding. He immediarely picked up the baby
but could not recal l  i f  he moved anything in the cr ib,  to incl-ude the bouncer,
as he reached for the baby in a panic.  He said the baby was l imp and was not
racnnndina t-n \ i5 touch. He immediately la i -d the baby on i ts back at  the foot
of  h is fuI l  s ize bed and at tempted to resusci tate her by administer ing CPR. He
noted that a bloody f lu id came out of  the baby's mouth when he did the chest
compressions. He said he was not gett ing a response from the baby. He and his
wife immediately rushed the baby to the Val ley Bapt ist  Medical-  Center.

I  asked i f  the baby had a medical-  h istory or any recent i f fnesses. She advised
the baby was born by cesarean sect ion to Lerm and without compl icat ions.
She said the baby did have some jaundice but was advised to keep the baby in
r r i  ranf  crrnl  inhr-_ for  a few minutes a few t imes a day. other than that there
was no medical-  h istory.  I  asked her i f  the baby had a runny nose or any
congest ion in the days pr ior  to her death.  She said her baby had not been i l - l -
at  af f .  She took the baby to i t 's  regular schedule appointment af ter  b i r th at
.ntr  wtr t rk of :og and two weekS of  aoe- The next scheduled:nnointmcnt was for*y"qYv.

June 29, 2010 with Pediatr ic ian Dr.  

Mr.  and Ms. said their  fami ly only consisted of  three members
to incl-ude the baby. They were the only ones who l ived at  their  residence. We
roatracJ-or l  ^^nc6nt to search the residence at  15 l r turbide. Ms. and
Mr. were cooperat ive and vol-untar i ly  s igned a consent to search form.
Det.  Lucio and I  went to where we met wi th Field Training Off icer
A. Fl-ores,  pol ice recrui t  Off icer F.  Cepeda and Crime Scene Invest igator J.
Hernandez. We entered the residence at  10:15 am. See CSI J.  Hernandez's
renort  for  a comnlete desr-r int ion of  the residence.

In the f i rst  bedroom to the r ight  f rom the front door was the master bedroom.
In the master bedroom was the ful l  s ize bed and afong side was the baby's cr ib
just  as Ms. and Mr.   descr ibed. See Crime Scene Photos taken by
CSI J.  Hernandez) fn the cr ib he bouncer leveled with a pi l low
underneath.  On the cr ib mattress in the area between the bouncer and the cr ib
bumDer was a stain of  whac appeared to be bloody f lu id.  The area wasv.o{J"

\\
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^! .^ts^*--* t^^r  - '1d nrnr-e sse. l  hrz CSf Hernandez _} / r lu Lvv!qlJrrsu qrru yrvvsoJEu uJ

Mr. was cal- l -ed to come to his residence to demonstrate how he found the
l-r :hrz r lnresnclns' i  rzc and i_ho nnsi t ionino of  fhe contents Of the cr ib.  Mr.  psv 

J

came to the residence and explained how he found the baby. CSI Hernandez noted
simi lar  b loody f fu id stains on the t-shir t  Mr.  was wearing. The stains
were on the upper pectoral  area of  the shir t .  said he the baby
must have stained the shir t  when he held the baby in an upward against  h is
chacJ- in :J- l -omnt 1-n cof  a raqn^nqa frnm hor

Mr. was asked for he and his wi fe to meet wi th th is detect ive at  the
Brownsvi l le Pol- ice Stat ion at  2:00 pm so that they could provide statements.
The fami ly also requested Funeral-  Home as a pr ivate request.  Judge

order an autopsy. Funeraf  Home responded to pick up
the decedent and transported the her to VaIJ-ey Bapt ist  Medical-  Center Morgue in
Harl  inoen where Dr.  nerformed th^ ^ ' r+^*-"  ^+ t :00 nm Chi. l r lr rqrr l r ryulr  vvrru!g uL .  I /u! !v!rrLLu ur lv ouuuPDy dv L.  vv yrLL. v l lM

Protect ive Services Invest igator Adela Vega was present dur ing the parents
interview- Ms. Vega was given a copy of  the report  and a disc of  photos taken
at the scene.

Mr.   and Ms. met wi th th is detect ive and provided sworn
statement.  L isten to audio-recorded statements.  The statements did not change
from the informat ion provided ear i - ier  at  the hospi ta l  and the residence.

The informat ion provided by the decedents parents were consistent wi th the
informat ion and evidence found at  the scene- Dr.  conducted the autopsy
and found no trauma to the body. The f inal-  autopsy report  is  pending resul ts
of  the toxicology, cul- ture resul- ts,  medical  records and microscopic sect ions of
t issue taken at  autopsV.

I  made contact  wi th CPS Inv.  A.  Vega her invest igat ion was only pending the
toxicol-ogy report  f rom the pathologist .  I  informed her based the informat ion
obfainecl  hv fhe detect ives involved j -n th is.rase r :orrnled wifh crz idcnr-o-

t /+vv v ruvrrvu,

statements taken the parents and prel iminary informat ion provided by Dr.
' l -ha 

^aSe wOUld be inacf i rzafef l  nenrJinn l -nvicnlnnrz ronnr i  :nd tho f inal-yvrruf  r ry uv^f  uvrvy j  re l rvr  u qrrv ut ls r

autopsy report .

This case is inact ive pending the f inal  autopsv report . (Y-' ta"  J

\
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State of Texas 
I
I

County of Cameron S

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority in and for the said County and State, on this, the
03 day of June, 2010, A.D., personally appeare z, who, having been by
me duly sworn, deposes and says:

My name is  and I an 22 years of age, havin been born on
8. I am currently employed at My home address is

. My home telephone numberi 5.

I am here speaking with Detective Marian Culver in reference to an incident that occurred on
06 I 03 /201 0, concernin

I have given an audio statement to Detective Marian Culver and this statement is true and correct
to the best of my knowledge and recollection.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, the undersigned authority, in said County and State, on this,
the 03 day ofJune,2010.

Notary Publ ic,  Srate of  Teras
N4i-  Cai lmission Erpires

Jonuory 28,2014

Notari Public
In and for Cameron County. Texas
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Review Tbum - Cumero
c/o S. Fisch, MD .32 I South 2l"' Street . Harlingen, Texas 78550 . (956)425-8761 . fax (95Qa25-9207

Request F or RecordsJuly 26,2011

Brownsville Police Department

Dear Colleague:

The Child Fatality Review Team of the Lower Rio Grande Valley has organized for the purpose of creating
an accurate inventory of deaths to children 0 to I 8 years residing in our region. Organized under guidelines
developed by the American Academy of Pediahics, the American Bar Association, and HB 655 of the 74th
Texas Legislatrue (Regular Session, 1995), our Team is a multi-disciplinary multi-agency panel of
interested persons. We seek opportunities to improve our understanding of the causes of child death in this
region, and to enhance communication and collaboration among those individuals and agencies most
concemed with the well-being of our community's children.

We intend to undertake review, not investigation, and analysis, not critique or peer review. We do not seek
to second-guess what physicians, law enforcement officials, child protective service caseworkers, or others
did or did not do, or should or should not have done. Our ultimate goal is to improve the chances that all
children in the Lower Rio Grande Valley will reach healthy adulthood, and that in some tangible way our
best collaborative efforts as parents, health professionals, child protective and law enforcement agents will
contribute toward realizing that goal.

At our next meeting, our Team will review the following case:

Child's name:

Date of birth:

Date of death: 6/3/2010

Place of residence:

Place of occurrenc

Mother's name

We request that you furnish us a copy of the following records you might have pertaining to this child:
L-.iHistory and physical
LjDischarse summary
L-JAutopsy report
Elnvestigative reports
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.You may Iegally fuinish such records to us; in response to this request, pursuant to Section 2:&'.509, Texas ' 'rr: *--:' !' ' -' ' r '-i4
Familv Code:

264.509. ACCESS TO INFORMATION. (a)A review team may request information and
records regarding a deceased child as necessary to carry out the review team's purpose and duties.
Records and information that mav be reouested under this section include:Kecorcls ancl rntonnatlon mat may be requesteo unoer tnls secflon mcluoe:

(l) medical, dental, and mental health care information; and
(2) information and records maintained by any state or local government

agency, including:
(A) a birth certificate;
@) law enforcement investigative data;
(C) medical examiner investigative data;
@) juvenile court records;
@) parole and probation information and records; and
(F) child protective services information and records.

(b) On request ofthe presiCing officer ofa review tearn, the
custodian ofthe relevant information and records relating to a deceased child shall provide those records
to the review team.

We invite you to attend our next meeting to participate in the review of this case. Your attendance is
entirely voluntary, not required. It may serve to reassure you about this process that the above cited section
of the Family Code stipulates that information and records developed as part of the Team's review and
reporting process are confidential, not subject to subpoena or discovery and may not be introduced into
evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding.

If you need additional inforrnation about the Tearn or the case under revieq please contact me. Thank you
for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

 MD
Presiding Officer
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Brownsvi l - le Pol- ice Department
Law fncident Supplement Narrat ive

Case Number:

OFFICER NAME: Marian Culver-KingsburynnO{r^-@
OFFICER #: 4413
DATE: 03/02/20]- .

SUPERV]SOR:
OFFICER #:
DATE:

Narrat ive:

Final-  autopsy report  (OA10-79) was received for decedent 36

days of  age. The autopsy was conducted by Forensic Pathologist  Norma 

M.D.on June 3,  2OI0 at  2:15 pm,

Dr.  ru1ed the cause of  death:  Suffocat ion due to an unsafe s leep

environment and the manner of  death:  accident.  Ful- t  body x-rays were taken and

there were no acute or heal- ing f ractures.  Toxicology was performed on the

decedent,  the f indings indicate the examinat ion of  the specimen did not reveal

any posi t ive f indings of  toxicological  s igni f icance.

I  contacted Cameron County Distr ict  Assistant Distr ict  At torney who I

informed of  the c i rcumstances and f indings of  th is death invest igat ion.  He

advised that in his opinion there were no apparent cr iminal-  impl icat ions.  I

fur ther j -nf  ormed Sgt .  J.  Lopez of  AD opinion .

I t  was no informat ion to indicate th is case was other than accidental .

Case Cl-oset l  .
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Valley Forensics, P.L.L.c.
, M.D

Anatomic, Clinical and Forensic Pathologist
200 S. 10t St, Ste. 1105, McAlten, Texas 78501

Tel: (956) 682-7938; Fax: (956) 682-5645

Autopsy Report

Name

Case No.

Sex: F Age:36 Days

Date & Time of Autopsy:
June 3,2010;2:15 PM

General Examination

The body is that of a well-developed, adequately-nourished, Caucasian (Hispanic) female infant,
weighing 4.16 ki lograms, and having the fol lowing measurements: Crown-heel length of 53 cm; Crown-rump
length of 40 cm; head circumference of 36 cm; chest circumference of 36 cm; and abdominal circumference
of 37 cm. The decedent is at -501h percentile for weight and height. The decedent's clothing consists of a
pink long sleeved Onesie with teddy bears and hearts present. An identification tag is on the left ankle.

External Examination

Rigor mortis is fully-developed in the extremities, jaw and neck. Unfixed livor mortis is noted along the
anterior and dorsal dependent portions of the body including the face. The decedent has black scalp hair.
The eyes are; the conjunctivae are congested but without petechiae; the corneae are clear and the irides are
dark. The ears, nose and external auditory canals are normally developed. The gums are edentulous. There
is no trauma to the lips, gums or frenula.

The neck is short and straight and there are no indentations or trauma,

The thorax is symmetrical and the abdomen is slightly protuberant. The back is straight and free of
trauma. The anal opening contains some soft fecal material and is without trauma. The genitalia are those of
a normal female infant and there is no trauma or diaper rash.

The upper and lower extremities are symmetrical normally developed. The fingernails and toenails are
short to intermediate. There are no abnormal oalmar creases.

Except for the evidence of medical therapy to be described, the remainder of the external examination is
unremarkable and there is no signiflcant trauma noted to the body.

Evidence of Medical Therapy

An EKG pad is present on the left abdomen. An intravascular catheter inserts into the right antecubital
fossae. Needle puncture marks are in the left antecubital fossa and left wrist and covered with tape.

Case No Page 1 of4
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Internal Examination

Head: The scalp is incised and retracted. There are no scalp hemorrhages or skull fractures found. The
cranialvault is opened. The epidural and subdural spaces are free of hemorrhage. The brain in a fresh state
weighs 480 grams and the cerebral hemispheres, midbrain and pons are symmetrical and grossly
unremarkable. The leptomeninges are transparent. On cut sections, there is no evidence of infection,
infarction, tumor or trauma. The brainstem is unremarkable. The cerebral vessels are normally developed.

Body: The body is opened with a Y-shaped incision. The organs occupy their usual positions and
relationships. There are no significant fluid accumulations within the pleural, pericardial or peritoneal cavities.

Neck: There is no evidence of infection, tumor or trauma. The hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage are intact.
The thyroid gland is composed of tan, waxy soft tissue.

Cardiovascular System: The heart weighs 28 grams and the epicardial, endocardial and pericardial
surfaces are smooth and glistening. The coronary arteries are normally developed. The vasculature going
away from the heart and that coming to the heart is normally developed. On cut sections, the myocardium is
beefy red and firm. There are no ventricular septal defects. There is a probe patent foramen ovale. The
cardiac valves are thin, delicate and normally formed. The aorta is normal and there is no coarctation.

Respiratory Tract: The right lung weighs 53.7grams; the left lung weighs 46.3 grams. The pleural surfaces
are pink-maroon, smooth and glistening. On cut sections, there is marked congestion and patchy pulmonary
edema. The trachea and bronchi are normal ly developed with a tan mucosa and serosanginous mater ial .
There is no aspirat ion.

Liver and Bi l iary Tract:  The l iver weighs 280 grams and the capsule is smooth and gl istening. On cut
sections, the parenchyma is maroon and soft. The gallbladder is present and contains green bile.

Gastrointestinal Tract: The tongue is atraumatic. The esophagus is lined by the usual tan-gray wrinkled
mucosa. The stomach contains -3cc of tan to light green fluid. The small and large intestines are normally
rotated and contain soft green-yellow fecal material. The appendix is present.

Endocrine System: The adrenal glands are composed of yellow-maroon soft tissue and weigh 5.6 grams
together. The pancreas is composed of tan lobulated soft tissue. The thyroid gland is composed of tan waxy
soft tissue.

Hematopoietic System: The spleen weighs 1 '1.9 grams and the capsule is smooth and blue-gray. On cut
sections, the parenchyma is maroon and soft. There is no generalized lymphadenopathy. The bone marrow
is red. The thymus weighs 40.6 grams and is composed of tan lobulated soft tissue.

Genitour inary Tract:  The r ight k idney weighs 16.7 grams and the lef t  k idney weighs 14 I  grams. The
capsules strip with ease revealing smooth cortical surfaces. On cut sections, the parenchyma is red to
maroon and congested. The collecting system and ureters are not dilated. The bladder is empty. The
uterus, bilateral fallopian tubes and ovaries are present. The left ovary contains a 2 cm benign cortical cyst.

Microscopic Examinat ion :
Lungs: Sections show atelectasis with areas of pulmonary edema and congestion but with no
bronchopneumonia or interstitial pneumonitis. Pulmonary hemorrhage is present and may be related to
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. There is patchy mild chronic bronchiolitis.

Thymus. Sections show scattered tingible body macrophages and is otherwise unremarkable.

Brain: No meningit is,  encephal i t is or mal ignancy is seen.

Heart: No significant histologic abnormalities.

Sections taken of multiple other organs show no significant histological abnormalities other than autolysis and
congestion.

Case N Page 2 of 4
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Miscellaneous:
Toxicology: Toxicology is performed on the postmortem heart blood at NMS labs and is negative. Please
see the NMS Labs report. Blood and vitreous are retained.

Full body x-rays are taken and there are no acute or healing fractures.

The investigative report is reviewed and doll re-enactment performed. The infant was reportedly found
on its side and partially in a prone position wedged between a bouncy chair placed in the crib on a pillow and
the bumper guard/pad of the crib. The infant was reportedly placed unstrapped in the bouncy chair to sleep.
The infant was also lying on a folded blanket on top of the mattress.

The medical records are reviewed. The newborn screen was normal.

Cultures Results Valley Baptist Medical Center:
Blood and bacterial lung cultures: Postmortem contaminants only.
RSV Antigen: Negative.
Influenza A & B Antigen: Negative.
ViralCultures: Negative by PCR.

Justice of the Peac .
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Final Autopsy Findings

l .  Suffocation in an unsafe sleep environment.
A. Infant found unresponsive wedged between a pil low holding a

bouncy chair  in the cr ib and the cr ib bumper pad.
B. Heart - Probe patent foramen ovale.
C. Mi ld patchy bronchiol i t is .
D. Pulmonary edema, hemorrhage and congestion.
E. No significant trauma to the body.
F. No evidence of significant congenital anomalies.
G. RSV and influenza A and B antigens - Negative.
H. Viral cultures - Negative by PCR.
l. Blood and lung cultures - Postmortem contaminants only.

Conclusion: l t  is  my opinion tha , a 36 day old female infant,  d ied as a
result of suffocation due to an unsafe sleep environment. The infant was reportedly
sleeping unstrapped in a bouncy chair placed on a pil low in her crib and found later
unresponsive wedged between the bumper pad of the crib and the pil low holding the
bouncy chair. The manner of death is accident.

Cause of Death: Suffocation due to an unsafe sleep environment.

Manner:  Accident.
Describe how injury occurred: lnfant wedged
a bouncy chair .

between crib bumper pad and pil low holding

Case No Page 4 of 4

120217HCC3389 Record Exhibit 1, pg. 26



valiey Baptist

IJ, /  03/20L0
1.1 :0?

11/01/?010 1l ;07

Far ltfter

CO}II.{UJ.IITY RUT'EREI'ICE LA.BORA'TOBY

DEpA-R1'l.lEN'l' OF LT1BORITORY UEllIcJl'l}:

?1:1 PETSE STBEE?, STE- 10"
naRLIitGElI, TE)iAS 78550

CO'!'I ' IIJU.ED

lJed ttv ffi 13:13:18 2010 Page 5 of 6

IilTERIH JT3['OR]'

1 PAGE

PAGE .1
II.ITERTM REPORT

r. l l j {E;  +*+*tr* t r t { t t {***4***(* t r**

ull : * LOC: ilOllGlJE +

ACCT: +tJR: 

AGE :  6 l l  SEZ*:  F *  

D-.1 .8. :  t*

,  

+4 
'  

k?l  

.  COI,L= 06/A3l ' . t010 00;01 REC: O6/\J/ i :Slo 10:06 pByS: 

.A.u1'f_lpsy spEctHEil lD Al.j't 'op.5'/ sFECl.HEI't .lD tVBl

Ivnl  , "  Perfotmerj  af-  VBHC Lat) ,  2I0l  Pesse St:"  I lgn. ' I i  78550

OLL: O6103/?tL9 16:56 RECr o6/O3/2f ' IA 1,6:57 PETs:

B l,o(1D CU I"'l 'Ull.E$

SPECTMEI.I DESCRIPTTf)l.l Blrrri]

5E $C: I A r, ht:QrrF:.{i'rs r.Ifi},rr.i [vR j

06!b/  u7L0
riltA.l'l SHEAlt. (tR^}{ $TAII{{tsOT1'tEi. GBjJ{ l}fJSI'r].VE eOCCf It{ (:ti.tsll{s AND CR.}rIi TIEGATM RODSIUBI
cTRGAiJISI{  } iLESS1E.LLi  Ql t ITiJg, '  L Sgl ' "  IVBI

tJotJ i{EHOt,Y't'.1 c gT'tst:trTc}cOcf,il.g :} s;ET
BF:r loRT sTA?rJs FTt.rF.r ,0( ; /A6/7: f i1U tvBl

lvel  = Fer lormed at  1rSHC La}} ,  3L01 Pease 5L. ggtr ,Tr-  78550

cot,L:  06/ol f20L0 t l l tHis] 'df tJ REe: 06/01/ i010 t6:57 pRTS:

ITIFTTJEI.'ZA .P. -B}ID B }J.TTTGEN

SOURCE I{LSCPIIARTI.IGEAI,

1NFLUEHAA T, AI TIGEI,T I{EGATIVF:
iI.TF I,IJE}{ZN F AI.TTIGEI{ t'IEGAf IVE

RESFTEATORY SYT'ICYTINL VIRUS iF$U}
I I rEGl

I'IEG}-TTVE

VTRU.!  CII I ,TI IRE RESPTRATORY
aiPI:C I l.lElt S(J(iRCF; RF;SP l liA,r()tr Y I'I!JA_I+
RE,Srr LT (1{(/n E j

s^OURliU i LUIIC:
F LU 1r fl(--R : I'lEG-LT IVEU0OE).-FECTED'\rl-LUE : I{EGI,T I1IE
r.LU B EIR: I {EGATIVEDONEXFECTED VALUE: IJEGATIVE
RSV PCR : rJEGATI tIEl.llltJEX PECT'EI} VA iltE : tirEG?.TTVE
RHI T{f}VI RUs t . 'CR: } 'EGA'I '  tVEONHT:P[C'TE;D VALUE: }JEGATIVT.

{vBl
tvBl
lvBl

fvBl

120217HCC3389 Record Exhibit 1, pg. 30



Valley EaFtist

77/ 03 /  20LD

l3 :0?

GllA.FI SHE-r,3.

ORGilTT SH

REPOR'f STA'TUS

7L/03/"A 10 t3:0?

il'l 'I:;lr I f.,l RE,PCIRT C(ir.{PLFTED

CO}O4UT-TITY REFEREI{CE I"ABOA.trTORY

Dh;PARTHI;I{T OF I,ABORA'IORY HED1CI}.I}]

21?1 PEI"CE STREET, STE. 10?
liARr"rl.rGEr{, TEXAS ?s550

END OF REPORT

|&d Hov ftl l3rl3r18 2010 Page 6 of 6

INTEAIU AEPOBT

2 PAGE

FAGE :
IT'ITERTH REPORT

Fax lL$er

flAl{l; : * * * t + * d i * t * I { t 
' 

f, * { t t * r t | | * f,

H# : r  LOC: t ' tORGt'n +

ACCT; *DR: 

i rGH: 6H SE;4: F + 

D.C)-B-:  *  

r  
l l+** 

COLL: O6l{)3/2010 tHKrr.}hr! . I  F.EC. 06/0312010 16:57 pl tys:  

VIRU5 CULTIIRE TTI:SPIRATORY {COI.ITII,{UED}
ADE['{OVI]RU$ PCR: }IEGATTVEffD};;{PECT.F;D VALUTi: }IEGATTVE
Thrs procedure detect-s the pre=erce cf  acleuovirus,  jnf luenza A,
i .nf luenza B, resplratory synr:yt-ra} v i rus (FSV) and rhi  r roviru; :  using
r€,al-Li-Ee FCH or reverse*Lraa.scr lptEg€ Fr iR.
Tfre nucl-eic ucJ-d.  l -errqet 's tor  t t re -LnrJi  v iduol  FCR EeD[s iEcludc tbc
adenovl-rus h€xoa p. tsot<r in gere.  the nat.r i r  qel€ f roE iDf lueq;a A
?:! , r l l -q,  [he I '1.51 g€ne troE'  ]  Df I  ueTrsa B, the R6.U R] ' IA po- lyce;43s ggag,
t :he 5 '  una-ransLated regjcns of  rh iDov- i  r r rs-  fhe rhiDovirus test ,  u i l . l
r l i . , t -ccl-  ; t l  L oI  t t . l )c >20t)  rh ina!- i rus Lypes- Tt i r l  aoalyr . i ( :a- l  5ens:t t iv lLy
of aD indrvj .duaJ'  Lest  j -s 100*?00 c+pir :s/ml, ,  A negat ive reEu].L does
ao L rul-€ ou l ;  r i i  I -c( : l - j .on -
: t 'ha3 te-st .  uses comEercial  reaqeEt.s that  hane Dot beeo approved or
cleaiecl  by the FDA, Tbe ! 'DA has deter.r l l - .aed r :hae such clea-f ,aEce or
appr:ova1 is not neces.say The prr : fo: :mance characr-er ist icr  of  th is
prr l r ;cdrrrr :  uer:e det-errni  nc<i  by l {arde l {edical  Laborgtory"
Tl l rs te:31- i .9 pertormed prJrsuant t -o a ) . ice-Esa aqreeu.ebL - .d; i  t j ,h Rocl id
HcIecular 51t5lgn5, I0c.

Test performed at  Uarcle Hedicd].  Labcfatory,  Al lD. Arbor,  ru 48108

i ] r ts l  = Per: for :mr:d at  V8!tc i ,ob,  :101 P€ase ,gt- .  t r ( lnrTn 78550

coLL: 06/03/2OLO Ut. tKlr j l l l {  t {EC: 06/03/!010 16:5? PIIYS:

I{T SCELI.A}IEOI'S EU I,TlIRE

s rEcrF{Errt llEscRl rT Ior.l lEl"l. LLntG
RTGBT TUIIG

O I- I  POL'15/ LFF
O I I GRRH TiEGATIVE RONS
0 1 r r.;R AtY P{}5 I 'l' I V It C{ICC l
1+ X I,EBSI EI,LA PT'IEUHOT'JIAE

?+ .F- LIl g.A. H FuoLYTl. C 5'rREpT'CICCCCUS ltcrf €iTP-EI' pI.IEUI'toI.lIAIi

?+ E.N.X}'{C'PSI LUs PI.RAil.IF LUEI:IZ}E
9111;4 I  119/ 0?/3O10 lvBl

[VB] :  P€rformed at  VUi lC Lab/ ?101 peasle St- . l tqn.Tr 78550

IVBI

t.' 'Bl

120217HCC3389 Record Exhibit 1, pg. 31



Photo 1 
Crib with side rail removed by parents  
 

Photo 2 
The crib was in this position when Victim was found between bumper and cushion  
Used to prop up bouncer.  
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Photo 3 
Top view of crib where bouncer propped up on cushion.  
 
 
 
 

Photo 4 
Another view of the bouncer inside the crib with blanket as it was positioned  
On bouncer and smaller blanket used to cover victim.  
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Photo 5 
View of the crib with side off which was pushed next to the bed.  
 

Photo 6 
Another view of the bouncer with the blankets and cushi on.  
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Photo 7 
Top view of bouncer and blankets.  
 
 

Photo 8 
View of bouncer inside crib with cushion underneath to prop up the bottom of the 
bouncer. 
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1. Brownsville Police Dept., Records, 956-548-7000, fax: 956-548-7115. 
2. Medical Examine/Justice of Peace Linda Salazar, 956-544-0854, fax: 956-548-

9573. 
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