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This investigation was initiated from a Certificate of 
Death from the State of Indiana. Contact with next of kin 
for the victim was not permitted.

The information contained in this investigative report was 
obtained from telephone interviews with the LaPorte County 
Coroner and the Chief of Detectives with the LaPorte County 
Sheriff’s Office. Additional information was obtained from 
reports by the LaPorte County Coroner’s Office, LaPorte 
County Sheriff’s Office, and LaPorte County Emergency 
Medical Services.

At 7:38 a.m. on May 28, 2010 a 911 call was placed by the 
victim’s mother reporting that the victim (2-month-old 
female) was found in her crib, and was cold to the touch 
and not breathing. The victim’s mother attempted CPR on the 
victim to no avail.

Personnel from the LaPorte County Coroner’s Office, LaPorte 
County Sheriff’s Office, and LaPorte County Emergency 
Medical Services arrived at the scene in response to the 
911 call. The victim was pronounced dead at the scene by 
the LaPorte County Coroner on May 28, 2010, with a time of 
death of 7:38 a.m. The coroner ruled that the manner of 
death was accidental and the cause of death was positional 
asphyxia.

According to the collected reports, the victim and her twin 
sister were placed in a crib at approximately 9:30 p.m. on 
May 27, 2010. The coroner states that the victim and her 
sister were placed face down by their mother because they 
slept better in that position.

A crib mattress, a mattress sheet, a cotton blanket and a 
crib bumper were used with the crib at the time of the 
incident. No toys or other bedding were in the crib at the 
time of the incident.

The coroner’s report states that the victim’s mother went to 
remove the two children from the crib on the morning of May 
28, 2010 and found the victim face down, with one arm over 
the top of a crib bumper and between two slats on the crib 
side rail.



IDI 110915HCC2952            -2- 
The coroner’s and sheriff’s reports state that the victim’s 
face was against the crib bumper and that this caused the 
victim to die from positional asphyxiation. However, the 
coroner states that this is incorrect and that the victim 
died from positional asphyxiation due to her face being 
against the crib mattress. He states that positional 
asphyxiation was not due to the crib bumper, and that the 
crib bumper was not involved in any way other than the 
victim having her arm over top of it. The coroner also 
states that it did not appear that the victim’s arm was 
trapped or impeded from removal while between the crib 
slats.

No identifying information was available for the crib 
bumper, mattress, crib, mattress sheet or cotton blanket 
involved in the incident.

Attachments:

Exhibit-A:  LaPorte County Coroner’s Office report 

Exhibit-B: LaPorte County Sheriff’s Office report 

Exhibit-C:  LaPorte County Emergency Medical Services 
report

Exhibit-D:  Missing Document form 

Exhibit-E:  Contact Information 
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Task No. _____________________

Date:_________________________

STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT(S)

The official records were requested for this investigation
report but could not be obtained.

1. __________________________________________________ ________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________ Investigator No:____________

Regional office: _______________ Supervisor No:______________
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Photographs - LaPorte County Coroner's Office

10-26-2011 9101
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PERSONS CONTACTED BY THIS INVESTIGATOR 

Coroner:   John Sullivan 
La Porte County Coroner’s Office 

Telephone Number:
Initial Contact: September 22, 2011 

Sheriff:    Records Clerk 
Capt. John Boyd, Chief of Detectives
La Porte County Sheriff’s Office 
809 State Street 
La Porte, IN 46350 

    Telephone Number:
    Initial Contact: October 11, 2011 




