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This investigation was initiated as the result of a death certificate provided to the United
States (US) Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) by the state in which the
incident occurred. The incident involved a 6-month-old-female who died as the result of
probable positional asphyxia. The product involved was a nursery product.

This investigator spoke with the father of the victim on 5-20-2011 at 5:30 pm EST. I
introduced myself, explained CPSC’s mission and explained why I was contacting him.
He stated it was difficult to talk about the death of his child. I asked if he knew the
model number of product involved. He did not think he had the number. He stated the
product had been recalled and asked why I was calling. I explained this agency wanted
to see if the model number involved in the recall was the same as the one in the incident
with his child. He further stated he knew they did not use the item correctly but it was
dangerous. The fathers stated he look would around for the model number and call me
back. He further stated if he did not call me back it was because it was just too difficult.
He asked if I was the person who mailed him a letter, I said yes. He said I did not answer
it but you are calling, I said yes.

Reports requested were medical records, fire/rescue reports with no response to either.
The autopsy report was received (Exhibit 2). The police report request response was a
letter from their attorney stating the report would not be released (Exhibit 3).

The autopsy was the only report received. The following information has been extracted
from the autopsy report. The opinions in the report do not represent the opinion of CPSC
or the manufacturer. The opinions are those of the MD performing the autopsy. On April
17,2010 the victim, a 6-month-old female was found unresponsive in her crib, lying
between a padded crib bumper and a foam device The victim was transported to a local
hospital and pronounced dead shortly after her arrival at the emergency room. The victim
was last seen alive on April 16, 2010 around midnight. The autopsy did not reveal any
evidence of trauma, congenital anomaly, or disease to account for her death.

The autopsy further states “It is, therefore, our opinion, on the basis of the history, as well
as the autopsy findings that the deceased came to her demise as a result of probable
positional asphyxia. It is further our opinion that the manner of death is best classified as
accident.”

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

There were two products referenced in the death certificate and subsequent autopsy,-
nd bumper pad. These products are in the custody of the police department who
investigated the incident. Specifics of the products could not be discerned absent
viewing. The is a foam device designed to elevate a child’s head and torso

while sleeping. The bumper pad is a padded device which surrounds the inside of the

crib to prevent injury. The victim was found unresponsive lodged between bumper pad
andﬁ
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RECALL:

Recall #10-309 was issued on July 26, 2010 by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety

Commission recalling one model of the roduct (Exhibit 4). The date of this

incident was April 17,2010. The named in incident was not available for

investigation. The autopsy report lists details regarding the accessories of the product
Exhibit 2, Pages 8,9, 10 & 11. The descriptive language used in regard to th.

_n the autopsy report was not the same descriptive language used in the recall

notice. This investigator was unable determine if the incident model and recalled model
were the same.

Appendix 35 — Structural Environment is not applicable. Appendix 46 — Nursery
Products could not be completed due to lack of information.

Release of Name Authorization could not be obtained.

"On Friday, March 16, 2012, CPSC Investigator spoke with the investigating police officer.

He stated that there were D rings in the foam. He remembered thinking the rings were so loose
he wondered how they would hold the strap "in place." He stated all the items collected
including the bedding was returned to the family.

EXHIBITS:

1-List of Contacts

2-Autopsy Report

3-Police Report Request Response

4-Recall -

5-Missing Document Report

6-Addendum paragraph from Supervisory Investigator
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List of Contacts

Children’s Hospital
1600 7™ Avenue South
Birmingham, AL 35233
(205) 939-9100

April 8, 2011

May 20, 2011

I -

April 21, 2011

Homewood Police Department
1833 29" Avenue South
Homewood, AL 35209

(205) 332-6204

April 21, 2011

Homewood Fire and Rescue Service
2850 19™ Street South

Homewood, AL 35209

(205) 332-6154

April 21, 2011
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