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DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS:

This investigation was initiated from a consumer complaint. The complainant and three
other family members were interviewed in concert on April 22, 2010 at their residence
located in Austin, TX. The complainant in this case is a 47 year-old female who resides
with her 52 year-old husband, 20 year-old daughter (victim’s mother), 23 year-old son-in-
law (victim’s father), and her 17 and 14 year-old sons. The incident sample (10-840-
8681) was collected from the victim’s mother during the interview visit.

On April 23, 2010, at approximately 1222 hours, a retail visit was conducted at one of the
firm’s chain stores located in Katy, TX. During this visit an official sample was collected
(10-840-8682). The official sample is a like sample with the same material make-up as
the incident sample. An identical sample could not be collected and has been sold out
locally and online afier being placed on clearance some time ago, as reported by the
firm’s official.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS:

The complainant stated she had purchased the incident crib bumper pad sometime in late
July or early August 2009, for use with her then unborn grandson. The complainant
stated she purchased the product at a local Target store near her home for approximately
$20. When asked what drew her to that particular product, she stated that she thought it
was part of what was required in caring for the child and she thought the price was right.
The complainant stated that she didn’t know at the time how dangerous the product could
be and it wasn’t marketed as potentially dangerous.

Photo #1: This CPSC photo shows the incident bumper pad.
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Photo #2: This CPSC photo shows the incident bumper pad interior.

The victim’s mother and father installed the bumper pad, tying the strands to the
appropriate spindle and around the connecting corner post where the bumper pad’s two
open ends meet. They tied them in a bow knot and checked to ensure they were secure.
They did so without any instructions and reported that none were provided in the
packaging. They further stated there were no warnings on the packaging or product
indicating that it could be a suffocation and/or strangulation hazard if not secured to the
crib properly.

Two blankets were in the crib on the day of the incident. Six stuffed animals were also in
the crib and one plastic-type baby book (photos 5, 6, & 8). Five of the stuffed animals
and the book were at the foot of the bed and one stuffed animal was located in the left
rear corner above the victim’s head. One yellow blanket was placed over the victim for
warmth and the other multicolored blanket was placed over the mattress pad and is seen
in photo #4 below.

The complainant stated the victim was 6 2 months old when the incident occurred and
weighed approximately 15 Ibs. His birth date was reported to be August 13, 2009. The
victim’s mother stated that she put him to bed on February 26, 2010 at approximately
1230 hours for a mid-day nap, laying him on his back in the center of the crib. The
mother stated that she was in the same room with the victim when the incident occurred
and was not using a baby monitor. The victim, his mother and father resided in a single
room pool house located behind the main house which is where the incident occurred.
The mother stated she did not hear any noise coming from the victim and nothing unusual
caught her attention,
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At approximately 1430 hours, the victim’s mother stated she went to check on him and he
was observed in the front left corner of the crib with his head angled down in the corer
and his left arm over the top of the bumper pad. She stated that she rolled him to his left
and picked him up out of the crib resting his head under her left hand and buttocks under
her right. The mother began crying during the recreation and the complainant stated the
victim was not breathing and had no pulse when he was found.

Photo #3: CPSC photo depicts the position the victim was found unconscious by the
mother during a recreation conducted on April 22, 2010. The victim was reported
to have slept in the crib, with the bumper pad installed, three or four times a day for
approximately six months.

Quickly realizing something was wrong the mother carried the victim through the pool
area to the main house and alerted the complainant who began CPR while she called 911.
An unknown amount of time elapsed before the paramedics arrived and took over life
saving measures, according to the complainant. The victim was then transported to a
local children’s hospital via life flight helicopter where he died the next day, February 27,
2010, after his organs began to fail.

The victim was reported to be healthy at the time of the incident and was not taking any
medication. He was reported to have no respiratory issues or medical conditions by the
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complainant and mother. The victim was born from an uncomplicated childbirth at full
term and did not require any unusual aid or support from medical personnel at the
hospital. A few days before the incident occurred, the mother reported that the child had
a vaccination; however she could not recall which one.

Photo #4: CPSC photo, taken from the backside of the crib, depicts the body
position and location the victim was in when he was put down for a nap on the day
of the incident, as reported by his mother. The blankets shown in the photo are the
incident blankets, according to the mother.

The victim was reported to be on a diet of formula, rice cereal, apple sauce and banana.
The grandfather reported the complainant had a discomfort reaction to regular formula so
he was on the soy-based variety. The victim was reported to have fed regularly and
without complication.

After assembling the crib, this investigator asked the complainant to bring the bedding,
any toys, and any other items present in the crib with the baby on the day of the incident.
Several toys, two blankets and the clothes the victim was wearing were brought in to the
room. The victim’s mother and father were requested to set the crib’s contents exactly
like they were on the day of the incident, which they did while displaying much grief.
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Photo #5: CPSC photo shows the crlb as it was on the day of the incident, as
reconstructed by the victim’s mother and father. This photo was taken from the
back side of the crib.

Photo #6: CPSC photo shows the Cl‘lb as it was on the day of the incident, as
reconstructed by the victim’s mother. This photo was taken from the right side end.
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Photo #7: CPSC photo shows the crib as it was on the day of the incident, as
reconstructed by the victim’s mother. This photo was taken from the front side of
the crib.
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Photo #8: CPSC photo shows the crib as it was on the day of the incident, as
reconstructed by the victim’s mother. This photo was taken from the left side of the
crib,
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Photo #11: CPSC photo shows the side gap between the bare mattress and crib side
with the mattress pushed toward the back of the crib, as viewed from above.

Photo #12: CPSC photo shows the end gap between the bare mattress and crib side,
with the mattress pushed to the left, as viewed from above.






























Product Six: Blanket

Product Type:
Brand:
Manufacturer:
Retailer:
Purchase Price:
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Non-electric Blanket
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

This product was placed over the baby for warmth during his nap time. It is an incident
blanket according to the victim’s mother.
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Photo #25: CPSC ph(;to shows one of the

incident occurred.

blankets that was used the day the
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Product Seven: Blanket

Product Type: Non-electric Blanket
Brand: Unknown
Manufacturer: Unknown
Retailer: Unknown
Purchase Price: Unknown

This blanket was placed over the mattress cover on the day of the incident as reported by
the victim’s mother.

Photo #26: CPSC photo shows the under blanket that was in use on the day of the
incident.
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On April 29, 2010, this investigator requested the baby’s death certificate from Texas

Vital Statistics. The death certificate has not been received as of this investigation’s
submission date.

SAMPLE COLLECTION:
The incident bumper pad was collected under sample 10-840-8681 on April 22, 2010

from the mother of the victim. A like official sample was collected under 10-840-8682
from Target #1908, located at 23710 Westheimer Parkway, Katy TX.

10-840-8681 (SUB-1

Photo #34: CPSC photo shows the incident bumper ad sampled under 10-840-
8681 unfolded and measured at approximately 13°.
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Photo #35: CPSC photo shows the height of the incident bumper pad sampled
under 10-840-8681 is approximately 9 13",

Photo #36: CPSC photo show the thickness of te incident bumper pad sampled
under 10-840-8681 to be approximately 1.




100420CWE2055
Page 31 0f 43

Photo #: CSC photo sows the length of the end tie to be approximately 9” on
the sample collected under 10-840-8681.

Photo #38: CPSC photo shows the lngth of the double strand tie to be
approximately 9” on the sample collected under 10-840-8681.
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Photo #43: CPSC photo shows a second yellowish stain; it is in close proximity to
the spot in photo #31.

Photo #44: CPSC photo shows a measure of distance from the tagged end of the
incident bumper pad to the visible stains. The spot in photo #42 is approximately
26” from the end (black arrow).

10-840-8682 (SUB-1)
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Photo #47: CPSC photo shows the bumper pad’s Department Class Identification
(DPCI) number on the exterior of its packaging, sampled under 10-840-8682.

Photo #48: CPSC photo shows labeling on the exterior of the bumper pad’s
packaging. The bumper pad was collected for official sample under 10-840-8682.
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Photo #49: CPSC photo shows the material make-up of the official sample collected
under 10-840-8682, it is identical to the incident sample make-up.

Photo #50: CPSC photo shows the care recommendation for the bumper pad
collected for official sample under 10-840-8682.
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U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential
product safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends
on concerned people to share product safety information with us. We
maintain a record of this information, and use it to assist us in identifying and
resolving product safety concerns.

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private
labelers to inform them of the involvement of their product in an accident
situation. We also give the information to others requesting information
about specific products. Manufacturers need the individual’s name so that
they can obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.

Would you please indicate on the bottom of this page whether you will
allow us to disclose your name? If you request that your name remain
confidential, we will of course, honor that request. After you have indicated
your preference, please sign your name and date the document on the lines
provided.

I request that you do not release my name. My identity is to remain
confidential.

You may release my name to the manufacturer but I request that
you do not release it to the general public.

x You may release my name to the manufacturer and to the public.

ot Ot~
— O % oA 4-23-10

—gffiwré}\;o Vandecwil4 A

CPSC Form 322









UK. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
NOTICE OF INSPECTION
X EFROM (Area Office nnd Address)

LDATE

2. TIME

—AM, .M.

ACNAME AND TITLE OF INDEVIDUAL

B. FIRM NAME

4. 10 S|
C.NUMBER AND STREET ADDRIESS

C.CITY,STATE, AND ZIP CODE

Notice of Inspection is hereby given pussuant to:

*  Spction 5t} of the Flanmmahle Fabrics Act (05 US.CL$ 1194060

»  Nections 6ial, 9, and 10 of the Federal Trade Conpmission Act (15 US.C. 88 46003, 49, and Sihy

s Sections 16, Woand 27 of the Consemer Froduct Safedy Act (15 LLS.CL §8 2065, 2068, and 20764

e Sections 308 (er and (0 aimd Seetion 70440 of the FFedersl Food, Drug, somd Cosmetic Act (21 USCL§§
A0y sind 16 snd 374000 | Authority For inspeetions in connection with the Poivon Prevention Packaging
Act of 1970 (15 LS. § 14T ef seq) | andfor

o Nections die), Hib),and 12 of the Federal Plazardous Substances Act as Amemded (15 LES.CL 88 1263 (),
1278, and 12715,

Rofer to the back of this foran for pertinent statatory language,

S, PURPONES OF INSPECTION AND NATURE OF INFORMATION FO BE OB TAINED ANVOR COPEEDY |

The purpase of this inspection is to obtain information; to eeview and obain copics of thems acloding,
bat not limited to, yecords (inclutling electronic records), reports, hooks, documents, sod labebing; sod (o
oblin samples, in erder (o enforee or determine complinnce with the Acts sdniinistered by the
Coosmner Product Salety Conmmission.

. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

Thase from whom information is regquested shoubd state whether iy of the information sulnanilted is
belivyed to contain or reipte to a trade secret or other wntter which shonkd he eonsidered Iy the
Commission (o be contidential and whether any of the information is believed 1o be entitted to exemption
frowa disclosure by the Commission under the provisiens of the Precdom of Information Act (5 US.C.

§ 852). Any stadement asserting this ¢laioy of confidentinlity must be in writing, and any veguest Tor
exemption of the imforinatien from disclosure must he msdde in accordance with the Commission”s
Freedom of Inforneation Act repubidions, 16 CVR Part 1015,

21 (Authorized CPSC Official)

7 SIGNATL
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION
airplane patches in one location on the exterior of the fabric with
flight path trails, a white cloud and three blue in ceolor stars. The
product has no other labeling on it except a small tag bearing the
Circo name and the fabric make-up of the bumper.

METHOD OF COLLECTION

bumper pad. The unit was identified in item 17 and 21. The sample
was placed in a cardboard box and sealed using clear plastic packaging
tape. Altn: Michelle Gillice. The sample was delivered to FEDEX on
April 26,2010. FEDEX tracking # 8705 3057 1251.

REMARKS

the c¢hild's mother and father. The complainant stated she thought the
bumper was a necessary ilem based on her cultural experiences. The
victim was placed in the center of the c¢rib on his back and covered
with a small quilt on 2/26/2010 at approximately 1230 hours. At
approximately 1430 the mother went to check on the child and found him
in the front left corner of the crib with his head positioned down and
up against the interior of the bumper pad's fabric. She further
displayed through recreation, that his left arm was over the pad and
he appeared to have been pulling the bumper pad toward his face in an
unknown effort. When found the child was reported to have no
respiration and no pulse. He was pronounced dead the next day.
Attachments: 1) Photos 2) Receipt for sample
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

truck, depicting towing a car, with three stars and a stop sign in one
location on the exterior cof the fabric. The precduct has Circo
labeling on it's tag and a warning label that reads: "!WARNING TO
PREVENT ENTANGLEMENT GR STRANGCULATION, POSITION TIES TO CUTSIDE OF
CRIB AND MAKE SURE THEY ARE SECURE. REMOVE BUMPER WHEN CHILD CAN SIT
UP UNAIDED QR CAN PULL TO A STANDING POSITION."

METHOD OF COLLECTION
collected under IDI 100420CWE2055 and consist of a multi-coleored, one
piece bumper pad. The unit was identified in item 17 and 21. The

sample was placed in a cardboard box and sealed using clear plastic
packaging tape. The exterior openings of the box were sealed under
official CP5C seal and covered with a "Seal Underneath” paper cover.
The sample was sent te 35F, Attn: Michelle Gillice. The sample was
delivered tc FEDEX on April 26, 2010, FEDEX tracking # B705 3057 1262.

REMARKS

Austin, TX. She was expecting a grandson at this time and it was
installed in his crib prior to his birth by the child's mother and
father. The victim was placed in the center of the crib on his back
and covered with a small gquilt con 2/26/2010 at approximately 1230
hours. At approximately 1430 the mother went to check on the child
and found him in the front left corner of the crib with his head
positicned down and up against the interior of the bumper pad's
fabric. She further displayed through recreation, that his left arm
was over the pad and he appeared to have been pulling the bumper pad
toward his face. When found the child was reported to have no
respiration and no pulse. He was pronounced dead the next day.
Attachments: 1) Photos 2) Receipt for sample 3) Affidavit
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TRAVIS COUNTY

ME 10-00764

mother and father of the decedent were married. The mother also reportedly wanted to become a surrogate mother for others
after the decedent was born to carn extra money. The decedent's mother and father were currently living in the pool house at
the parent's residence. CPS stated that there was no history of prior CPS involvement bul CPS is investigating this case. The
decedent will be transported 1o TCME on 227710 with medical records, admission blood. a post-imortem skeletal survey
and the origimal disc from the ophthalmic exam that showed the bilateral retinal hemorrhages. TCSO and CPS will attend

the autopsy.
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TASK NUMBER: 100420CWEZ20355

DATE: 5/19/2010

Status of Missing Document(s)

The official records were requested for this investigation report, but could
not be obtained.

1. Travis County Sherriff Detective’s Report. Requested, not received as of this
date.

2. Death Certificate. Requested, not received as of this date.

Date: 4/8/2010 Investigator No: 2723

Regional office: 840 Supervisor No: 8631












