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Information contained in this report originated from a death certificate.  
Additional information came from the related Sheriff’s investigative report, a 
Medical Examiner’s report, and conversations with the Medical Examiner, the 
sheriff’s office and relatives of the victim. The mother of the victim declined to 
be interviewed therefore only limited information is available. The victim was a 
3-year-old female. The victim weighed 17 pounds and was 32.4 inches tall. The 
product involved in this incident is a baby crib and a crib baby bumper. The crib 
was purchased as a gift by the stepmother of the victim’s mother for 
approximately $100. The brand and model numbers are unknown. Details about 
the baby bumper are unknown. It is unknown if the crib or bumper pad had been 
modified. It should be noted that the child had numerous health problems 
including, but not limited to, cerebral palsy and being a premature twin. 
According to official reports the baby was also emaciated. Other possible 
underlying factors included the fact that the baby was on heavy narcotics 
(phenobarbitol and mephobarbitol) to help control seizures. A drug screen of the 
victim’s blood showed 2.1 mcg/ml of phenobarbitol and 5.5 mcg/ml of 
mephobarbital in the victim’s blood. There had also been illegal drug use in the 
home according to the sheriff’s report, which may have been a factor in the 
incident. Criminal charges are pending against the mother for child 
endangerment.  
 
The incident occurred sometime between January 5th and 6th 2007. The victim 
had been put in her crib around 8:30 or 9:00 p.m. The mother did not hear 
anything from the baby all night. The following morning between 10:30 and 
11:30 am, the boyfriend of the victim’s mother went to go check on the victim 
while the mother fixed a bottle in the kitchen. The boyfriend found the victim in 
the crib with the crib bumper wrapped around the victim’s head and neck. He 
removed the bumper and went to tell the mother. The mother came into the 
room and started to do cpr but the boyfriend pulled her away from the victim as 
he could see the victim was already deceased. According to statements in the 
police report made by the boyfriend, the victim was already “dark and cold”. 
They transported the victim to the hospital where she was pronounced dead. 
 
It should be noted that there were abrasions and a small amount of blood on the 
victim. According to statements made by the Medical Examiner, he could not 
be sure how or why these injuries came to exist. 
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Continued… 
 
According to the Medical Examiner’s report, the probable cause of death 
“favored suffocation due to crib bumper pad being wrapped about the 
decedent’s head”. 
 
 
Crib was purchased at: 
 
Wal-Mart Store #176 
822 City Avenue South 
Ripley, MS 38663 
 
Phone: 
(662) 837-0014 
 
Website: 
www.walmart.com 
 
 
No further information about the crib or crib bumper is available. 
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Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Respondents 

One (1) Page 
 
 
II. Sheriffs’ Report 

Seven (7) Pages   
 
 

III. Medical Eaxminer’s Report 
Twenty Three (23) Pages 
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Respondents 
 
 
 
 
 
Tippah County Mississippi Sheriff's Office 
205 West Spring Street 
Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
 
Phone: 
(662) 837-1191 
 
 
 
 
 
Tippah County Medical Examiner 
P.O. Box 499 
Ripley, MS. 38663 
 
Phone:  
(662) 837-1773 
 
 
 
 

Stepmother of Victim’s Mother 

Ripley, MS. 38663 
 
Phone: 
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