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BABY CRIB BUMPER PADS

DESCRIPTION OF RESPONDENTS:

The respondents in this case were the investigating police Department from the University of
Texas System Police Department at Austin, Texas and the Medical Examiner’s Office, Travis
County, Texas. Limited information was also obtained from the victim’s father during a brief
telephone conversation.

PRE INCIDENT:

The victim in this incident was a four-month-old male. At the time the victim weighed 5950
grams (13 pounds 0 ounces) and was 32 ½ inches in overall length. The autopsy stated that the
victim was normally developed and well nourished.

The police report states that on Sunday, February 13, 2000 the victim and his family went
shopping at a local store between the hours of 2:00PM and 3:00PM, afterward they returned to
their apartment. It was said the mother nursed the victim, after which she prepared dinner for the
other family members while the victim sat in his stroller. The report states that a few hours later
they ate. The report said that after the family finished their dinner they watched television until
about 8:00PM. During this time the victim was put in his crib because he was asleep. It was said
that the victim was placed lying on his stomach. The father informed the police-investigating
officer that they always laid him on his stomach to sleep because he would cry when lying on his
back.

The father informed the police-investigating officer that at approximately 8:00PM the victim’s
mother left their apartment to go upstairs to visit a friend and he stayed with the victim and his
sister. He said he received a telephone call from a friend who is also a student at the University
of Texas at Austin. He said after the telephone call he watched television until about 9:00PM
when suddenly the victim started crying. He said the victim wouldn’t stop crying so he picked
him up and took him into the living room with him and his daughter. The father said he put the
victim on his left shoulder and he quit crying but did not go back to sleep. He stated that he and
his daughter played with the victim until about 9:00PM at which time the victim’s mother
returned to the apartment. On her return she nursed the victim again after which she held him or
placed him back in his stroller. The father informed the investigating officer that he did not
remember which. In the meantime the victim’s sister had gone to her room, which she shares
with the victim, to play. The father said he checked on her between the time of 10:00PM and
10:30PM. At around 10:30PM the mother nursed the victim again after which the father said he
took the victim from his mother and placed him in his crib on his stomach because he was
asleep. He said that approximately five minutes later the victim started crying again. The father
said he went to him and picked him up. He said he placed him on his left shoulder while patting
his bottom. Three to four minutes later the victim went back to sleep. He said he placed him back
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in his crib on his stomach. A short time later the victim began crying for about one to two
minutes and then he stopped. The father told the investigating police officer that he went into the
room and checked on the victim and he was asleep. He said he knew the victim was asleep
because he placed his hand on his back and he felt him breathing.

INCIDENT:

The father informed the police officer that on the morning of February 14, 2000, the alarm went
off at approximately 6:20AM. He said he got up a short time later. He said he went and used the
bathroom, washed his hands, then to the room to check on the victim and his sister. He said he
pulled the covers up on his daughter and turned to check on the victim. He said the victim was
lying on his stomach and his head was a little to one side facing to the left. The father said he
placed his hand on the victim’s back and did not feel any movement. He then moved him a little
to see if he would move and he did not move. He said he turned him over and held him and he
felt rigid. He also said that he noticed that the color around his mouth and nose was white and the
rest of his face was red.

POST INCIDENT:

The father informed the officer that he removed the victim from his crib and carried him into
their bedroom. He said he grabbed the phone and call 911. He informed the 911 operator that the
victim was not breathing. He said the operator instructed him to lay the victim on the floor and to
start CPR. He said a short time later the Austin Fire Department and EMS unit arrived. Neither
the victim’s father nor EMS medics could resuscitate the victim who was pronounced dead at
6:56Am by the doctor. The body was transported to the Office of the Medical Examiner of
Travis County. An autopsy was performed. The medical examiners’ report states that based on
the anatomic findings at autopsy and the investigation information available at the time, the
victim died as a result of an accidental suffocation event. It was said the cause of death was
asphyxia by suffocation and manner of death was an accident.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The product involved in this incident is the bumper pad that goes around the inside of an infant
crib. The father said the bumper pad was given to them four years ago after the birth of their first
child, their daughter. He said the crib was purchased four years ago from the Salvation Army
Thrift Store. He said they used the same bumper pad and crib for her and following the birth of
the victim the same items were used for him. The manufacture name and brand name are
unknown. According to the police report and a telephone interview with an officer from the
investigating police department, the bumper pad was in good condition. It was also said the crib
was in good condition. No other product identification was available. It was also said that no toys
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or other objects were noted in the victim’s crib. It was reported that there was an apparent
indentation in the soft padding where the victim’s face was.

STANDARD INFORMATION:

No standard information available as it relates to bumper pads for the baby cribs. Baby cribs are
subject to 16 CFR Part 1508 Requirements for full size-baby cribs or 16 CFR Part 1509
Requirements for non-full size baby cribs. It is unknown, which one of the requirements the crib
mentioned in this incident complies with.

SAMPLE COLLECTED:

None

ATTACHMENTS:
1. A copy of the police department report
2. Copies of photographs provided by the police department (the department did not put a

caption with each photo- limited caption provided by CPSC Investigator).

CONTACT REASON RESULT

Police dept. scenario/product id same
Victim’s father product id same
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