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DATE OF MEETING: June 27, 1997

PLACE: U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Headdgquarters,
Washington, D.C.

LOG ENTRY SOURCE: Suzanne Barone, Ph.D., Pharmacologist, EHHS é%r
COMMISSION REPRESENTATIVE: See attached list '
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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

The meeting was requested by Pennzoil to discuss aspects
'of the comments they submitted in response to the Advance Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) for household products containing
petroleum distillates or other hydrocarbons. Pennzoil
manufacturers Gumout® automotive products.

The Pennzoil representatives discussed the topics
gsubmitted for comments. A copy of that submission is attached.
The discugsion covered the viscosity threshold associated with
the aspiration hazard of petroleum distillates, the safety of
single-use products, and lack of evidence of aspiration with
aerosol products.

The CPSC staff indicated that Pennzoil's comments and all
others would be considered and addressed by the staff.
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Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, DC 20207-0001

ANPR for Pstroicum Distillates

RE: Advanced Notioo of Proposed Rulemaking
Houschold Produsts Containing Petroisum Distillates and Other Hydrocarbons
62 FR 8659 '
February 26, 1997

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pennzoil Products Company, 8 wholly owned subsidiary of Pennzoil Company, manufactures
mdmnﬂch:brodmgeof:ntmnoﬁwmmmmﬂwmmu?mﬁ
and Gumout®. All these products contain grester than 10 peroent petrolcum distillates or other
hydrocarbons; mdwacwldhepownﬁdlyimpmedbyﬂﬁudmudmﬁceofpmpwd
rulemaking (ANFR). We are, thus, pleased to be able to provide you with gur comments,

General Comments:

Fk:gwoappnci:teﬂmmeConmmethductS‘fetyCmmiﬁm(CPSC)huhkmm

ity to solicit comments from the regulated community. We strongly belicve that by
mghmmmmwmqu&mCmmlw
regulation which is both, protective of children as well as coonomically viabie for the industry.

Seemd,wemmddaeCommchmdud&fuyCmmﬁnim(CPSC)fuMeﬁmhh
pmwctchﬂdrmﬁunmecmypoinninpﬁunpemlmdiﬁumﬂoﬂmh
bquuiriugchild-mi:tlntpuk:mfornuhpm However, we wish to add that the
Cumuiuimhninchddmumlywidupwhmofpmdmmﬂﬁlmwehﬂd-
rdﬁmtpwhgingnhoddboreqdndaﬂymamhdef&mmmﬁchdmbﬂwﬂow
viscosity prescnt s substantial risk of sceidental poisoning to children.
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Specific Comments:

1. Viscosity threshoid: Pennzoil supports adoption of the Poison Prevention Packsging Act
(PPPA) criteria where child-resistant packaging should only be required on products containing
petroleum distillates where the finished product has a viscosity less than 100 SUS st 100 °F.
There is a substantial body of litersture that shows that petroleum distillates with viscosities
greater than 100 SUS, present minimal to no risk of sspiration pneumonia. Inclusion of such a
viscosity cut-off will eliminate unneceasary packaging of non-toxic products such as motor oils.
In fact, Pennzoil suggests that the title of this ANPR be changed to *Household Products
Containing Low Viscosity Petroleum Distillates and Other Hydrocarboms™, in order to olarify
that this rule making applies only to low viscosity products. We think it would be useful for the
Commission to indicate clesrly that this packaging requirement is not applicable to products with
viscosities greater than 100 SUS at 100 °F, such as motor ail.

2. Aerosol products: We sre unaware of sny cases, and CPSC also has not presented any
evidence to show that there have been a significant number of accidental poisonings to young
children from single, acute exposures to aerosol products containing petroloum distillates. Thus,
Pennzoil recommends that asrosol products containing petroleum distillates be exciuded from
consideration in this rulemsking process. If, at a latter time, the CPSC determines, based on the
collected svidence, that there is a significant risk, it is always free to reopen the rule to add a
product line to the regulation.

3. Users and use patterns: Pennzoil urges the Commission to take product usc into
considerstion when requiring child resistant closures. With one exception', all products within
our Gumout® line of products, are intended for single use, that is, the entire contents are to be
consumed in & single spplication. Instructions to this effect are cloarly stated on the lsbel.

Further, our single-use, Gumout® products ars currently packaged in bottles with screw off caps
and heat sealed aluminum foil. We feel the combination of the screw off cap and heat sealed
foil is a reasonably formidabie barricr for a child undar five years of age. The fact that these
Gumout® products are intended 1o be completely consumed in s single spplication is an
impartant safety considerations, becausc thero is minimal likelihood of  child finding a partialy
used bottle on a shelf, without the foil seal. Thus, we feel that this is a situstion where a child-
resistant package would bs unnecesaary. :
Accordingly, we recommend that the CPSC exempt single-usc products from the requirements
of being packaged in child-resistant packaging.

4. Current packaging and Isbeling: All our Gumout® products are labeled in accardance with

CPSC requircments, and contain specific use instractions. We are enclosing some sample labels
for your information.

' The one exception is our Gumout® Off-Season Small Engine Gas Trestment, which is intended to be used
numerous times and is alresdy packaged in child-resistancs packaging.
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5. Incident Information: Tn order to assist cur end-users with health emergencies, Pennzoil
includes a 1-800 telephone number on all packsges of consumer products. Calls we receive on
this number give us feed-back on end-user exposure and sequeiae. Ws have been tracking
exposures for many yoars, but reviewed those in our dats base from 1995. Since 1993, we
received only two calls regarding esﬁmumofchiﬁmwmyﬁm.m
Interestingly, both involved Gumout™ Off-Season Small Engine Gas Treatment, which is
currently in a child-resistant package. In both cases the mothers were unsure whether the child
had actually ingested sny product The first case involved & two-year old child, and the second
child was 20 months old. Neither child displayed coughing, respiratory involvement or signs of
aspirstion. Noither did the children display any central nervous system involvemnent, such as
drowsiness or incoordination. Follow-up calls to the nurse and home indicated nsither child
suffered any serious injury. As we relsy this information we would like to point out that our
Gumout® products fall in product code 0940 snd should not be confused with sutomotive
products the commission assessed with Product codes 0955 amd 0978.

Summary:

In summary, Pennzoil supports CPSC's efforts to minimize the riak of children being poisoned
by household products containing low viscosity petroleum distillates. We, howsver,
recommend that only those products that present & significant risk be required to be packaged in
child-resistant packaging. Specifically we recommend that:

e The titlc of this ANPR be changed to “Household Products Contsining Low Viscosity
Petroleum Distillates and Other Hydrocarbons™;

* Only products that contain petroleum distillates which have a viscosity leas than 100 SUS st
100 °F, be reguiated;

¢ That serosol products be exempted, unios & significant risk of paisaning to children can be
shown to exist from such products; snd

o Products that are intended for single use, that is, those products in which the entire contents
of the container are consumed in a single spplication, slso be exempted from this
rulemaking.

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

%.MA%@D
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