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MEETING SUMMARY

The Joint subcommittee consists of representatives of the
gas-fired water heater industry, utilities, regulatory agencies,
and other interested parties. It's purpose is to provide
technical guidance on water heater issues to the full American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) Z21 Committee on Performance
and Installation of Gas-Burning Appliances and Related Equipment.
Many agenda Items were discussed at this meeting. This meeting
log is limited to those items directly pertaining to on-going
Commission projects.

Item 4 REPCRT FROM WORKING GROUP ADDRESSING SUGGESTED
REVISIONS TO REDUCE POSSIBLE IGNITION OF FLAMMABLE
VAPORS BY VOLUME I WATER HEATERS (No action
requested, for information only)

The purpose of this item was to inform the entire
subcommittee of the progress to date in developing
revisions to address ignition of flammable vapors by
residential water heaters. Tt reported that, to date, CPSC
staff views the progress toward developing standards
coverage. It reported that CPSC staff desires a
performance standard, one that does not limit design
possibilities, and views it as inappropriate at this time
to specify a particular height for obtaining combustion
air.

Item 5,10, 22, 23



REQUEST FOR UNIFORMITY BETWEEN UNITED STATES AND
CANADA PROVISIONS FOR SET TEMPERATURE WHEN WATER
HEATERS ARE SHIPPED AND FOR CONSISTENCY BETWEEN
SHIPPING TEMPERATURE (120°F) AND SCALD WARNING
LABEL ON APPLIANCES (125°F)

At present, water heaters sold in the United States are
shipped with the control preset to 120°%. Water heaters in
Canada are shipped preset to 130°F based on concerns about
pathogens in the water. The subcommittee was requested to
change the US requirements to be consistent with the higher
Canadian temperature. The subcommittee did not act on this
issue, and set up a working group to determine the actual
risks fo scalds compared against the risk of infection from
water-born pathogens.

The warning label on water heaters states that water
temperatures above 125°F can cause scalds. Water heater
are sent from the factory preset at 120°F., Plaintiff
attorneys are saying the inconsistency is causing confusion
to consumers and is resulting in scalds. This issue was
referred to the same working group as the other issue in
this item.

ITEM € REPORTED PROBLEMS CONCERNING GAS BY-PRCDUCTS FROM
THE PILOT OF POWER VENTED HOT WATER HEATERS

A consumer requested that standing pilots be prohibited on
power vented water heaters. He alleges that he is having
health problems caused by combustion products from the
pilot in his power vented water heater. The subcommittee
rejected this item. Their rationale is that the amount of
combustion products from a pilot is very small, and would
not cause a significant health problem.

ITEM 11 REQUEST TO CONSIDER CONCERNS WITH CENTRAL FURNACES
COMMON VENTELD WITH DRAFT HOOD EQUIPPED WATER
HEATERS.

It was brought to the subcommittee's attention that a
potential hazard may exist when a central furnace is common
vented with a draft hood-eguipped water heater. The
pressure in the furnace vent during operation can cause
vent spillage from the water heater draft diverter. This
issue is being examined in the central furnace Technical
Working Group (TWG). Data has been collected for the TWG,
which will review the data and determine the need to modify
the furnace standard. The water heater subcommittee voted
to sent this item, plus all information available from its
members, the TWG.
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