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Case Information

Name: Reese E. WILLIAMS ’ LﬁxﬂaﬂExmmhu:%iJﬁkgiﬂ
CaseNo: ME-92-0182 |
Date: March 6, 1992

Investigator:_Sam ALTSCHUL . ' Page

- Meetln with Dr. BENZ, Det VANN,  Det ‘MORRIS, Det b
+ wherein this case was discussed and xule dpon. - ng wo_her
things, the amount of water on the floor in the hallwa and the livings: xoam
.carpet support the theory of an exten ed absence Yy sittexr O
' «and placement of the inf&nt?
in the were proba yrw 8 back agains 8 O '
50 that he would have been lookin directl at the water faucet:.
-.--BUDsequent .crime sgene investigation s). pursuant To searc
bothﬁsattln s -of the hot water heater. to be &t 120 :deq eesp
-incident the water 'in the laun ry. : "’ .
ROBERSON at 147° and the kitchen" sai

" 3:00 PM
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OFFICE OF T HE MEDICAL EXAMINEHR
DISTRICT 15 - STATE OF FLORIDA
Palm Beach County
3126 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406
(407) 471-2475

NAME: Reese E. Williams ME 92-0182
DATE OF DEATH: Pebruary 12, 1992 AGE: 6 Mos SEX: Male RACE: White

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: Palm Beach County Sheriff‘s Office

AUTOPSY FINDINGS:

l. Drowning. R _ R

[—— —_—

2. Superficial partial thickness thermal burns, skin, -
' "t.approximately 85 percent of total.body surface.

3. Pulmonary congestion and edema.

4. Congestion, organs. ' i

?2073“‘.::&!5'32,“ 3

U. TH: Drowning due to thermal burns invelving 85
.percent of body surface.

MANNER OF DEATH: Accident.

”‘““--~n_m__;_____ﬁ__ (;%hmu&o (:k,/égékﬁ>) /M.D.

l”‘{:ﬁi:gﬁ " 3AMES a. BENZ, M.D.
¥’ %f Chief Madical Examiner

F‘OR "S'A:CY Tt Date Signed: é’ /7&?[[;[ /??52

.“:S_;- }i)‘:: :":C"}g .
""..i-. ~ l‘—ih)/:;"" .';"
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ME 92-0182 1
February 13, 1992, 1:00 PM

The body for examination is that of a normally developed well
nourished six month old caucasian male. The body is unclothed. No
clothing is submitted with the body. Identification is by multiple
toe tags and a hospital identification bracelet attached to the
right ankle. :

EXTERNAL E ATION :

The body length is 27 inches (68.5 em) and the weight is 2t pounds
(8440 grams). The sitting height is 17 inches.

The head is noxrmocephalic. The scalp hair is brown. The sclera of
the eyes are clear. The irides are blue. No petechial hemorrhages
are observed within the tonjunctivae. The mouth is edentulous.
The trachea is midiine. The chest and abdomen are—symmetrical.
The external genitalia are those of a normal circumcised male
~-infant.- -Both testes are descended into the scrotum. T

Rigor mortis is generalized. Post mortem lividity is difficult to
ascertain but appears to be in the posterior aspects of the body.

VIDENCE O TREATMENT:

A nasogastric tube has been inserted through the right nostril. Aan
endotracheal tube has been inserted through the mouth. There are
multiple EKG pads attached to the anterior aspects of the chest. .
There are multiple needle puncture wounds present in the right
inguinal region. An intraosseous needle has been inserted into the
left tibia.

EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF INJURY:

There is apparent partial thickness thermal burns involving
approximately 85 percent of the total body surface area. The burns
appear to be of a superficial partial thickness type, and involve
the face, external ears, neck, torso, upper and lower extremities.
In these locations, there is some reddening of the skin and
associated peeling of the skin in focal areas. Only the head area
covered by the scalp hair appears to have been spared. Within the
thermally damaged areas, there are multiple pinpoint-sized areas of
petechial hemorrhages. There are spared areas of burning located
in the submental areas of the lower jaw, the base of the neck in
the right lateral and extending slightly into the posterior-lateral
aspects, both axillary areas, in the inguinal crease areas, and in

the crease areas located in the popliteal region of each lower
extremity. ~

The palmar surfaces of the hands also appear to be have  been
spared. & /5‘3"2__ m-u3




ME 92-0182 2

Within the burned areas are irreqular shaped deeper focal areas in
which the superficial layers of the skin have been denuded, and the
underlying exposed tissues have dried and are darker reddish-brown
and are firm. Small focal areas having these characteristics are
present in the forehead and in the zygomatic area of the face
bilaterally. Confluent areas are found in both buccal regions, and
extend on the inferior aspect of the chin toward the anterior
aspects. There ié also a small focal area in the anterior aspect
of the chin. Similar appearing irreqular shaped areas of varying
size are found on the anterior and posterior surfaces of the chest
and abdomen, both buttocks, and both lower extremities and several
very small focal areas on the dorsal aspect of the left hand.

No significant wrinkling of the skin is seen in the palmar aspects
of the hands or the plantar agpects of the feet. There ig no
apparent thermal injury in these locations.

e —
B

Located in the right parietal area of the scalp is a small 1/8 inch
mild abrasion, and a similar appearing 1/8 inch abré@sion is
observed in the forehead above the medial “aspect of the right
eyebrow. -

There are no palpablé fracture of the nose, facial bones, maxilla,
mandible, long bones of the upper or lower extremities, or bones of.
the hands or feet. WNo fractures are observed on post mortem X-
rays.

INT ION:

There is no free fluid in either Pleural cavity. The pleura is
smooth and glistening. The chest organs have their normal anatomic
locations and relationships.

The pericardial sac contains an estizated 10-15 ml of clear yYellow
fluid. The pericardium is smooth and glistening. There are no
adhesions. The great vessels enter and exit the chambers of the
heart in their normal anatomic locations.

There is no free fluid in the abdominal cavity. The peritoneum is
smooth and glistening. The abdominal organs have their normal
anatomic locations and relationships.

After removal of the organs from the body, inspection of the body
cavities reveals no evidence of fracture of the ribs, sternum,
manubrium, clavicles, scapulae, vertebral column or pelvic bones.

GROSS EXAMINATION OF QRGANS :

Organs of the Neck: The organs of the neck are removed. There is
no hemorrhage within the soft tissues. No gross abnormalities are

found within the tongue, wuvula, palatine tonsils, oropharynx,
larynx, trachea, esophagus, or thyroid gland. There i§3?°
CRo e LT3 toan
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ME 92-0182 3

evidence of laryngeal edema. No obstructions of the upper
respiratory tract are found. The mucosa is smooth and glistening.
No gross evidence of thermal injury is apparent.

The endotracheal tube extends into the mid-third of the trachea.

Heart: The weight of the heart is 38.4% grams. The heart is a
normal four-chambered organ. The great vessels enter and exit the
chambers of the heart in their normal anatomic locations, No gross
abnormalities are found within the coronary vasculature, cardiac
valves, epicardium, myocardium, or endocardium. The foramen ovale
and ductus arteriosus are closed. There are no interatrial or
interventricular septal defects.

The average thickness of the left ventricular wall is 7 mm, the
interventricular septum is 8 mm, and the right ventricular wall is

4 mm. C—— B B
-Ihymus Gland: -The. weight of the thymys gland.is 31.6 grams. The
organ has its normal size, shape -and location. There are no

petechial hemorrhages seen externally on the capsule or internally
within the tan lobular parench .

Aorta: No traumatic injuries or aneurysms are found. -

fungs: The weight of the right lung is 73 grams and the left lung
is 62.7 grams. The lungs have their normal anatomic shape and
lobation. The pleura is smooth and glistening. No petechial
hemorrhages are evident. Externally and on cut section, small-._
irregular shaped focal areas of intraparenchymal hemorrhage is
apparent. Grossly this has the appearance of some aspirated blood.
All lobes of both lungs are crepitant. No areas of consolidation
are palpated. A small amount of fluid is found within the lumen of
the lower respiratory tract. The mucosa is smooth and glistening.

No abnormalities are found within the pulmonary vasculature.
Diaphragm: No abnormalities.

Liver: The weight of the liver is 350 grams. The organ has its
normal anatomic shape. The capsule is smooth and glistening. On
cut section, the parenchyma is reddish-brown and has a lobular
architecture. There is no increase in consistency. No traumatic
lesions are found.

Gallbladder and Bile Ducts: The gallbladder contains an estimated
2 ml of green viscid bile. The mucosa presents no abnormalities.
The bile ducts are not obstructed.

Spleen: The weight of the spleen is 23.5 grams. The organ has its
normal anatomic shape and the capsule is smooth and glistening. On
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ME 92-0182 4

cut section, the parenchyma is reddish-purple and presents no
significant abnormalities.

Pancreas: The weight of the pancreas is 17.3 grams. The organ has
its normal anatomic shape. On cut section, it is composed of tan
lobular parenchyma.

Adrenal Glands: 'The combined weight of the adrenal glands is 6
grams. They have their normal anatomic shape and on cut section,
the cortex is bright yellow and the medullary tissue is grayish-
brown.

Gastroipntesti ct: There are no mucosal lesions. The stomach
contains 15 ml of pale tan slightly viscid fluid. The contents of
the small intestine and colon are normal. The appendix is normal.
There is very mild reddening of the mucosa of the_qggphagus.
Genitourinary Tract: The weight of the right kidney is 33.9 grams
-an& the left kidney is 34.3 grams. They have.their normal anatomic
shape. The capsules strip with ease and the underlying surface is
smooth. On cut section the parenchyma is reddish-brown and
presents a normal architecture. No abnormalities are found in the
calyces, pelves, or ureters. The urinary bladder contains no
urine.

No abnormalities are found within the prostate gland.

Central Nervous System: There is ne hemorrhage within the scalp
and subgaleal tissues. -

There is no epidural, subdural or subarachnoid hemorrhage. The
weight of the unfixed brain is 860 grams. The cerebral and
cerebellar hemispheres are symmetrical. The leptomeninges are
smooth and glistening. There is very mild changes of cerebral
edema manifested by very mild effacement of the basilar cistern and
narrowing of the sulci and flattening of the gyri. There is no
aevidence of transtentorial, transforamenal, or transfalcial
herniation. The spinal fluid is clear.

The cerebral vasculature has its normal anatomic distribution.
Normal brain development is apparent. On multiple coronal sections
of the brain and brainstem, no significant internal abnormalities
are found. There is no evidence of meningitis, traumatic injury,
recent or remote cerebral infarction, intracerebral hemorrhage or
brain tumor. The substantia nigra is normally pigmented.

No skull fractures are found. There are no fractures or
dislocations of the cervical vertebrae.

Exploration of the paranasal sinuses reveals some fluid to be
present within the sphenoid sinus cavities.
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ME 92-0182 5
MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF TXSSUES:

Heart, Thyroid Gland, Liver as, Kidne hymus Gland: No
significant abnormalities other than congestion of the vasculature.
There are focal areas of autolysis within the pancreas.

Spleen: Follicular hyperplasia is present.

Palatine Tonsilg: Follicular hyperplasia is present. No thermal
injury observed in the overlying epithelium. :

Epiglottis and Larvnx: There is no evidence of edema within the
epiglottis or larynx. The superficial epithelium is denuded in
focal areas. The mucosa is congested. Evidence of thermal injury
of the epithelial tissues is not apparent.

P

Lungs: Multiple.;éctions taken from both lungs show chaﬁﬁés of

_._pulmonary congestion and edema and focal intra-alveolar heforrhage.

‘Some of the larger bronchi contain desquamated epithelial cells
intermixed with clumps of bacteria and small amount of
proteinaceous material. Clumps of bacteria without associated
inflammatory response are found within some of the alveoli. There
is no evidence of pneumonia or bronchitis. -

Evidence of thermal injury of the lower respiratory tract is not
appreciated.

Central Nervous System: Sections taken from the cerebellum and_
medulla show no evidence of meningitis or encephalitis. '

Skin: Sections of the skin taken from the chest and abdomen show
varying histologic characteristics. In many areas, the epidermis
is denuded and there is thermal injury involving the subepidermal
aspects of the dermis. These changes are manifested by edema of
the collagen fibers and an increased eosinophilia within the
collagen fibers. 1In addition, the adnexa in the upper layers of
the dermis exhibit hyperchromatism of the nuclei. In the small
fragments of epidermis which remain in the denuded areas, there is
hyperchromatism of the nuclei.

In areas still covered with epidermis, again hyperchromatism of the
nuclei with some elongation is noted and small vesicular spaces
between the basilar layers of the epidermis and the dermis are
present. There is no inflammatory infiltrate within the dermis.
In some of the sections, the thermal injury to the dermal collagen
and adnexal structures extends deeper into the dermis. 1In some
locations this involves the full thickness of the dermis, but in
most locations is of only partial thickness. The majority of the
thermal injury is of the superficial partial thickness severity and
in other areas deep partial thickness thermal injury is present.
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ME 92-0182 6

Full thickness injury is noted in only a few focal areas.

Sections taken from the discolored areas have additional
characteristics. In these locations, there appears to be crushing
of the tissues with subsequent alteration of the dermis. The
epidermis is almost totally denuded in these areas. There is a
sharp demarcation between these area of apparent crushing and the
adjacent skin which exhibits only superficial partial thickness
burns.

—




ME 92-0182 7
FINDINGS:

1.
2.

Drowning.

Thermal burns, skin, approximately 85 percent of tbtal body
surface, predominently the superficial partial thickness and
focal deep partial thickness and fyll thickness Sseverity.

Pulmonéry congestion and edema.

Congestion, organs.
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ME 52-0182 8
OQPINION:

In my opinion, Reese E. WIlliams died as a result of drowning due
to thermal scald burns invelving approximately 85 percent of the

body surface. The circumstances of death indicate and accidental
manner.

In my opinion, the dark discolored areas noted withint he skin in
the areas of the forehead, face, undersurface of teh chin, anterior
chest and abdomen, posterior upper thorax, buttock and lower
extremities are most likely manifestations of resuscitation with
subsequent pressure on. the thermally injured tissues and associated
drying of the tissues following death.

CAUSE OF DEATH: Drowning due to thermal burns involving 85 percent
of body -surface.

e — - =
* —

MANNER OF QEAEHi Acqident. ]

;;Q»aao' (fz——4(ghbﬂ/§;,/kifzj;

JAMES A. BENZ, M.D.
Chief_Medical Examiner

Date Signed: b /‘74_@/ / 772
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Infant, ventral, dorsal, and left and right iateral views.
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220

ATE: 02/14/92  xxxx PALM BEACH COUNTY SHERIFF 'S QFFICE %##+ PAGE: 1
3228 GUN CLUB ROAD
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33406
PHONE (407) 471-2220
RICHARD L. TANTON
ﬂﬁj LABORATORY DIRECTOR
-
**x* CRIME LABORATORY REFORT  xxx
SECTION: TOXICOLOGY
NVEST. AGENCY: PBSO CASE NUM: 92-29258 AGENT:  Sxxaxrssaxs
NVEST. AGENCY: MEO CASE NUM: 92-0182 AGENT: DR. J.A. BENZ
NVEST. AGENCY: CASE NUM: AGENT :
NVEST. AGENCY: CASE NUM: AGENT :
NVEST. AGENCY: CASE NUM: AGENT:
ATE SUBMITTED: 02/14/92 ANALYSIS COMPLETE: 02/14/92
¥xk  PRINCIPALS #xx
JSPECT/VICTIM LAST NAME— FIRST NAME MI 8T "BBE T RACE  sEX
-VICTIM., SWIlLiams REESE E 08/16/91" = W M
* %k EVIDENCE * & &
EM NO. Qry DESCRIPTION
AR KAK ONE SEALED PLASTIC BAG CONTAINING:
1-1 1 RED TOP TUBE NASAL SWABS
1-2 5 GRAY TOP TUBE BLOOD
1-3 1 SCREW TOF VIAL KIDNEY )
1-4 1 SCREW TOP vIaL LIVER -
1-5 1 SCREW TOF VIAL BILE
1-6 1 SCREW TOP VIAL GASTRIC CONTENTS
1-7 1 GRAY TOP TUBE OCULAR FLUID

*xk  RESULTS *xxx

200 ALCCHOL : NONE DETECTED
YPREHENSIVE DRUG SCREEN BY FPIA AND GLC: NO DRUGS DETECTED

SIGNED _ k;ng Ik;x,ﬁéA/ 4{1
F. THOMAS CARROLL
CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST
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‘Baby scalded, apparently drowns

at sitter’s |

Eaim Beach Post Staff Writer ~ . ' : . -

"= WEST PALM BEACH — A 5 ond-gndﬂllrd-d.wbmmas
“faonth-old boy, burned over most of percent of his body, - T
his body b spalding bath-wirter; ap- - “This is the kind of tragedy all

y drowned Wednesday in a util- - parents fear,” Ferrell said, =

iy room l!%lpoﬂcl_lllid. v KX m'lr cl:nnt’s parents were on vaca-

+ lu. 1t e I!m . ".",.-n.lnd.' hl'dﬂ. . - !
5 uu,n_mmmm,m-j- Several ° detectives ' interviewed,
- K other ‘infants and toddlers were | Herrington after the incident and state -
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= Perrhi u.mghmthm;:-: - Herrington's dsughter sald her
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Shut&'lomeom Bobhr her home~ K <o pe e T T
l‘ﬂlllﬁ. LY . .- T - I PR

The state Department of Health
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| 1. CASE NO.
w

" 970227CCC5361

o

EPTDEMICLOGIC C:(,
INVESTIGATION |

REPORY

6. SYNOPSIS OF ACC
Ll 8 DRCHLUD
3he_retauned

e Was ITOUNCG

1] AL LSRN 515

ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT A 6 month °]-'d fema
VictiR's

L8 Iy )

PRI L 08

- ; :__—7I M_L" 0

ifeless s
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[ADE T Gl
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8. CITY
Hinesville

Georgia

9. STATE

Al

b

e e e 0=

1la. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL
unknown

9

n/a

11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL

12. AGR OF VICTIM
7 T ? i

1 1 ]
lztgtﬁl

Maie -1
Female -2
Unicnown—3

13. SEX(Fumerical code)

14.DISPOBITION

1 i
i

'Zl

DOA(hospital)} 9 |

15.INJURY DIAGNOSIS

4 1 1
submersion ; 6 ; 9 |

16.BODY PARY

APB

17 .RESPONDENT(S)

police department

tn Site

| Il Talephone
133 Other

18.TYPE INVESTIGATION

1
2
3

19.TIME SPENT

[
Pl gl gl

i
YR

20 . ATTACHMENTS 21.CASE SOURCE

L I |death ) ;
: cert:.f:l.cate. 1.3 :

22 .BEVIEWED BY

.
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maltiple 1 9 8§ ;0.0

23.PREMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMRS (Non Neiss mﬁ Only)
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24 . MARRATIVE(See Instructions on Other Side) |25.REGIORAL OFFICE DIRECYOR REVIEW DATE
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PIRLD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET

2558 | _
1 Region/State |2 Operation (Check one) 3 Date
__ Inspection __ Establishment visit [3/12/97
___ Telephone contact "X Investigation
FOCR/ATL-SC ___Other 4 Mumber
970227CCC5361
5 Establishment
Name UNKNOWT)
Mdress
City State Zip Telephone
6 Related firm ___Parent __ Headquarters ___Subsidiary Other
Name city State
7 Products covered 8 Other consumer products
bathtub
9 Establishment Type °~ - ~ >~ | 10 Anmual production -
___Manufacturer __Importer - . Product covered $ - _units
___Wholesaler . _Ovy 18061 distributor Other products § units
__ Retailer ___Repackager
___Dther
11 IS business 12 Samples collected |13 MIS code 14 Hours
% received Activity 4
% shipped n/a 32626 Travel Q

15 Reason for activity

F/U to Documant #3613017640

16 Arnounced .
Unannounced

__ (Rationale for ammounced inspection)

17 Baployea's Name Title Signature date
Product Safety
Donald Dudley Investigator
18 __ Endorsement __ Remarks __ Sumsary __ Other

A 6 month old female drowned in a bathtub after being left unattended by her mother for

.an unknown period of time.

F/U: None

9 RBeviewer's Neme
William E. Gentry

Title
Supervisory Investigator

e )
21 ,Distribution Ty

cet
O: £y ¢ C: ,Qe#y,yﬁ C: BG, RF, DD

G

CPSC Form 167



970227CCCH361
It should be noted that the information surrounding the sequence
of events and product information are limited, because the
victim's parent{s) could not be contacted, and the official
iﬁvestigating agencies reported limited information in their
reports. Also, the emergency medical services refused to release
any information on the case without written consent from the

victim's parents. This incident oeccurred over ona year ago.

-
- .
e e e , = —c |

According to tﬁa official reports obtained on this case, the 6
month old female victim's mother left her unattended in the
bathtub. When the mother returned the victim was found submerged.._
in the water. The paramedics removed the victim's body from the
bathtub and she was transported to a local hospital where she was
pronouhcad dead on arrival. According to the report obtained
from the investigating coroner, the cause of the victim's death

was drowning.

PRODUCT INFORMATION:

None availabla.

AITACHMENTS:

1., Accident Investigation Request Form, Document #9613017640.
2. Death Certificate.

3. Police's report.

4. Coroner's Report.
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" ACGCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM 2440

DOCUMENT NUMBER: f?/jd/7éﬂ |
DATE OF INCIDENT: ‘W/ ‘C‘A'I‘IDs %?R/ f‘f//

FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED. HAZARD ANALYSIS ( ) SECT 15 (X)

TYPE FOLLOW-UP . TELEPHO, ()( ON-SITE &)

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT: Renae Rauchschwalbe 504-0608 x1362
' e Marc Schoem 504-0608 x1365

ASSIGNMENT MRSSAGE: Please complete the investigation using the

Investigation Guideline. It is very important to establish the

detailed  sequence of events in these incidents including the

infant's position during the incident and the use of any bath'
rings, seats;,” or infant bathtubg, °Exact age of infar® -(DOB and .
date of ingidenti] flaeds verification and determine lergth of time

between when child was last observed as fine until he/she was

discovered submerged. ‘ .

For fatal incidents, please interview any parents or
caregivers for the detailed sequence of events to the extent
possible. If the state does not allow contact with the next-of-kin.
in a fatal incident, vollect all official documentation including.
coroners or medical examiners reports, paramedice report, police
investigation, sotial worker's report, and any medical treatment
records., : '

Person(s) ;o C‘.o:lztact: /%&/k/j

At 2 Ly

Guidelines: 110 Bathtub Incidents Involving Children <16 Months Old

N . 728 5 &) e L2 f7
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+ 7. Hinesville Police Department

T AULHCY ' Y o CASL NUMBER
oy — - INCIDKNT feadnss o0 7

Narrative Supplement Page : 1

FEMALE HAD BEEN LEFT PNATTENDED IN THE BATH TUB. WHEN THE MOTHER RETURNED
SHE' FOUND THE BABY SUBMERGED IN THE WATER. DETECTIVES JENKINSON AND
JACKSON ARRIVED ON THE SCENE AND IT WAS TURNED OVER TO THEM POR FURTHER
INVESTIGATION.

[Case 7 96040155 Page 2 1
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FINAL ANATOMIC DIAGNOSIS

DATE: 4/2/96 { TIME: 7:45 PM
DATE OF BIRTH: 9/13/95

pths SEX: Female
R | Corouer, Liberty County _

nopsy was performed at Carter Funeral Home, Hinesville, Georgia.

ESS(ES):Sanford Carter, Jr., Josh Stottlemyer, Valeric Kohihof, James

1FICATION: The remains are identified by Mr. Carter.
HORY: Mother left child 2lone in bath tub.

RNAL APPEARANCE: The unembalmed body is a well developed, “well
hed black female infant. There arc mo external stigmata of tnum adisesse.
ghgeuital inbinalies are present.

The bnir iy short, black, in little pigtails. The irides are bBrown. The
ictivae are white; no Tardieu spots are present. There is froth in the anares,
most prominently on the right.

DESCRIPTION: Reflection of the scalp discloses no evidence of trauma. ~ —™
The chlvarium is intact. The sutures are fusing. The meninges are clear. The gyri are '
flatteged. The brain weighs 735 grams. The spinal cord is normal.

The neck structures are normal

- § The thymus gland is normal. The heart and great vessels are normal. The
lungsiare congested. The liver, gall biadder, pancreas and splcen arc normal. The
stomsrh contains water. The adremal glands, kidneys, ureters and bladder are b
normBl No urine is present in the contracted bladder. e
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MICROSCOFIC DESCRIPTION: Sections of central aervous. system, heart, lungs, i
thyrfid gland, parathyroid gland, trachea, liver, kigneys and thymus gland are i’%
norogl,
‘l'OS MORTEM LABORATORY STUDIES: The sodium concentration of the
righ@ventricle is 125 mEqg/L, that of the Jeft 120.
FINAL ANATOMIC DIA GNQSIS
Drowning
ANALYSIS: Thg:_ cayse of death is drowning. The manner of death " is
pending investigation . R - T
William S. Medart, MD ¥,
Diplomate, American Board of Pathalogy, - ——— e
Anatomic, Clinical & Forensic Pathology.
! i

w»

96M+*59 " Summer Wilcox . Page two of two - " '-
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ADDENDUM TO IDI 8970227CCC5361

Attached is a copy of the police investigation and related
information invelving the bathtub drowning of a2 6 month old
female.
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DEATH! INVESTIGATION
Added 04/02/96 - 14:15:10 By MITCHELL AW

BY EMS TO THE AMBULANCE.
INITIAL INVESTIGATION

BEEN LEFT UNATTENDED
| ppumen
MITCHELL A 'Y

HARRATIVE | CLEAR

[ Narrative ID = 96040155

SCENE TILL
REVEALED THAT A 6 MONTH OLD BABY, BLACK FEMATE HAD -
IN THE BATH TUB. WHEN THE

— 7 BT e A

INC00000] 1

THE DETECTIVES ARRIVED.
MOTHER RETURNED SHE FOUND

a
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Nasrative Supplement Page : 1

THE BABRY SUBMERGED IN THE WATER. DETECTIVES JENKINSON AND JACKSON ARRIVED
ON THE SCENE AND IT WAS TURNED OVER TO THEM FOR FUTIIER INVESTIGATION.
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| Case# 96040155 Page 2 }
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Investigative Summary
Complete Case Summary
Case No: HPD 96040155

On 04-02-96, at approximately 1249 hours, Officer Mitchell
from the Hinesville Police Department responded to K-1, Raintree
Apartments in reference to a death. _ﬁtad that the
deceased was & six month old black female that bhad been left
unattended in a bathtub. ﬂtateﬂ that he had learnad
that the mother had placed the child in the tub, in a geat
designed for infants to sit in a tub, with her two year old son
and that when she returned the child was lying in the water and
was not breathlng’™~ . . -

Detaétives  Jankinson and Jackson were notified and<arrived
at the location shortly after the officers arrival. Interviews
byt . 1o nother

indicated that thé.mother had placed her two yesar old so“_
in the bath tub first and that she then went and placed her six .
month old daughter afterwards. d that she then went to -
get the broom and began aweeping the floor and was sweaping up

the hallway in the dirdction of the bathroom.."thar

gaid that she stopped at the laundry room door and went to chack

on the children and found Summer e infant out of the
chair and lying on her side in the water. Wilcox said that she
picked up Summer and called 911 for help and tried to give
regsuscitation to her daughter. Detective Jenkinson then asked

her how long she was away from the children in the bath tub and
Wilcox sald that the children were not alone for more than two to
three minutes.

Photogriphs of tha incidsnt $tene were taken by Detective
Jenkinson and also the water depth was measured at six incheas i.n
the tub, with the height of the seat placed at approximately ona
and one-half inches from the bottom of the tub. The water
temperature was measurad at Ninety-one degrees Fahraenheit.
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The following day an autopsy w;s performed by Dr. William
Medart. The findings on the autopsy indicated that the child,

, had drowned. Detective Mikc Shaver along
T L rie Kohlhof and Joseph Stottlemeyer attended
the autOPsy.“ See case file for further information.

On 04-26-96, at approximately 0900 hours, a Coroner's
Inquest was convened by the Coroner, Sanford L. Carter, at the
Hinesville Police Department Courtroom. Testamony was given by
Dr. William Medart and Detective Jenkinson. The Jury returmed a
verdict, of Involuntary Manslaughter.

his f e

Al Jenkinson. - - . - : S . -
Det/Cpl .- T T -
Hinecsville Police Dcpavtment
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LIBERTY COUNTY CORONERS OFFl. .

SANFORD L. CARTER
" P.G. Box 213
Hinexvifle, Georgia 3111
Telephone (912) 784606 / 368-3782

STATE OF GEORGIA
[IBERTY COWNTY

----------

VERDICT OF FINDINGS OF THE JURY

In accordance with an inquisition taken this Lhe _ 26ch day of 5 —
19_g¢__ before Sanford L. Carter, Coroner of sald County, Upon the b of-
' , then and there lying dead on

ApFil 2, 1996 in said County, upon the caths of:

L. _.._Q aved A “'Cée_é et o FOREMEN -
4 Jed st T T T -

R

3 M0 R 2ad e rSe sxe.
4. }2_&‘\'&*1,;-1 [ P_—.ZMQ}J{Q_W e o
S._(FRAlc & Tpnes oo s

swom as Jurors, ond charged by the said Coroner vo inquire when and how and i
what mnner the sald  Summer Wilcox _cae to kix/her death.

S i -

We, the Juuors, mele aud catwmn the Eollaving presentment in relcrence
to the aforesaid matters ond things, cunearming which we were sworn to Inquire
by the sald CORINER ] _

We, the Jurees, oafoceraty, wpon our oaths, say that &4:.1 c;,__q g_ Qg/‘;_;_x_
Jﬁ({ ¥ 4 é(_.i_g m.o.-L.t:eLaﬂlmfo_-.?._ hanwm_u:u
_f o e -..ELL‘L( QX S, 1':‘_ _AJA.LL-\{J_-\.L_.A_’_L!MLE:"__A‘J—_
_fé_q__[a_u ;&L- - ‘-.t;é....'.. o'.'f_._. !‘.‘né-.[ﬁ“--...w

fervizg Libenty County For 20 Yaues
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PRE-ACCIDENT.

Information concerning this jncident was obtained through a
Medical Examiner's Report {including Autopsy, toxicology and
Hospital Report) obtained from the State of Connecticut's Chief
Medical Examiner's Office. No one with victim's last name is
listed in the telephone directory at the address given in the
Medical Examiner's Report. There has been no response to the
jetter I sent to victim's next of kin. The Danbury Police
Department was contacted, but there was no Police Report to
obtain. There is no record of any social worker's report.
Paramedic's Report and Hospital Records cannot be obtained
without a signed release from the next of kin.

It is not known if there were any prior incidents in the
bathtub or with the bath seat. Information on how the leg of the
seat was broken could not be obtained. Hospital Report states
that victim had "no significant medical history" and that she had
peen seen at the Pediatric clinic for well baby visits. Hospital
Report of death states that victim's mother was giving victim and
victim's 2 year old sister a bath just prior to the accident.
MECAP Report states that victim was sitting on a tub seat which
had a broken front leg and that there was inches of water in
the tub (chest high on victim) at the time of the accident.

ACCIDENT.

Pnobserved. Hospital Report of Death states that the mother
of victim (9 month old female), was glving a bath to victim and
her 2 year old sister when the doorbell rang. Victim's mother
left her children unattended while she answered the door.

[See Exhibit 1, P9g. 2]

POST-ACCIDENT.

Hospital Report of Death stated that when victim's mother
returned from answering the door, victim was "under water”.
Victim was pulled out of the tub and an ambulance was called.
victim's mother handed victim to EMTs when they srrived. . EMIS.
found victim in "full arrest with copius amounts of fluid coming
from her nose and mouth”™. EMTs started CPR and took wictim to
Danbury Hospital. [See Exhibit 1, pg. 2]

victim was admitted to Danbury Hospital on 2/28/95 at 10:59
AM and was pronounced dead at 11:17 AM on 2/28/95. Medical
Examiner's Report {Postmortem) states that body of wictim
measured 26" tall and weighed 19 pounds. Medical Examiner Report
lists the Cause of Death as Asphyxia Due to Drowning. The Manner
of Death is listed as an Accident [See Exhibit 1 (postmortem},
pg. 2 & pg. S). No other information could be obtained.
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PRODUCT YDENTIFICATION.

Product information concerning Bath Seat and the bath tub
could not be obtained, other than MECAP report states that bath
seat had a broken front leg prior to the accident.

STANDARDS INFORMATION.

O et

It is not known whether the tub seat or the bathtub had any
labeling that referenced any applicable standards or testing
requirements.

- ATTACHMENRTS . ]

Exhibit 1 - Medical Examiner's Report



HOSPITAL REPORT OF DEATH STATE OF CONNECTICUT '"”;‘” -
ﬂ.mw. 7/92 y of Chapter 362, C.G.5. .., ¢ THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER WECASE MO
: E H \) k_ 1 1" ROAD, FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT 060321939 95-02285
AN 'lf;% TEL 1-800-842-8820 H___EL
150 i ; by HOSPITAL
. AGE RACE n
9 m0 white CIMAE ] FEMALE
Fiawe of Hospic] : ON fDow) AT (Time]
Danbury Hospital ER Feh 28 1995 10:59 AM M.
AT SO ' BATE ST SEEN
Pediatric Clinic Danbury Hosltal
mmm&mwm#ﬁnm«nﬁnﬂl'ﬁ'nﬂﬁj .
home : " . .
SOUGHTVT Jiccns of amilnes mreice o, 1 oot By wabwkance, of parice coccmponyeg] ; TAAMINED OF ADMBSION BY X :
’ ambulance ‘ : - Dr Begg - M.
DEATH FEONOURCED BY (Name] RS ON Do Bk AT [Tioma)
Dr Begg mp| TFeb 281995 - 11:17T AM M

PHYSICIAN -

SIONS ,wwmmm&n MM.MNIWI_‘*.QMM
SYNFTOMS MJMMMMMMMMMMGW o

Patient arrived to the EB with CPR in progress Yy the smbulance personnel,
No vital signs vere otiyainble, Pupils were fixed and dilated.

Fuid in oropharynx. No evidence of external trauma.

Mottled skin.

N
| —W‘I—l Wwﬁuw.wwm; ”

Monttor showed agonal rythm.

O1:IHY 128WHSE
4
3

UANWYX3 TYDIIN
0 40 301440

? lor-mons i u,mw-mddﬁhrw,mmwwmmmw

External cardlac massage Vas eontinued, Patlent was $ntubated and given
assited vettlation, CVP line was atarted

Medicatons gievn onclude epinphrne and stropine. .

- No response could bve obtained and she was pronounced approximatly2qd mlintes
after arrival. :
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OSTMORTEM REPORT

-9 B “E.CASE ¥O.
E 95-02285
ETATE OF CONNRCTICUT jcouNTY or.nnn
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER Fairfield

11 shuttle Rd., FARMINGTON, CONN. 0£032 OF DEATH

TAIS 1S TO CERTIFY TEAZ
Malka B. Shah, M.D., Associate Medical Examiner

Office of the Chief Medical Examiner - r" 9130 am r'o:l Mar 95

IN THEN PAESENCE OF

NARRATIVE SUMMARY:
EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

Unclad body of a white female infant measures 26" tall and weighs
19 1bs. The head circumference is 17 1/2%. The chest circumference is 19°.
The abdominal girth is 18 1/2". The crown-rump length is 18 1/2". The head
hair is dark brown in colox, curly. The anterior fontanel is open and not
bulging. The posterior fontanel is closed. The eysbrows are symmetrical.
The irides are dark brown in color. The pupils are circular and equal. The
left naris has a nascgastric tube in place. The oral cavity is edentulous,
lined with clear mucolid material, and at the right angle there is an
endotracheal tube noted. The ears are normally set and within normal
limits. The neck is soft and supple, free of any palpable masses.

The chest and abdomen are within normal limits.

The bilateral upper arms, elbows, cubital fossae and lower arms are
within normal limits. Bach palm has three palmar creases.

Bilaterally the legs are oz:idistant. The upper legs, knees and
lower legs are within normal limits. Bilaterxally the shin area reveals
intramarrow infusion attempts.

The genitalia are that of an infantile female-type, frae of any injuries.

. The back reveals bluish purple lividity with pressuréwblanched area.
E'.t‘ha spine is straight. There is no mongolian spot seen.
1

. (report continues on next page)
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STATE OF CONNRCTICUT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER
11 Shuttle Rd., FARWINGTOR, CONN. 06012

Narrative Summary of Postmortem Examination: (continued)
INTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is opened with modified Y-shaped incision. The organs lie in
their normal anatomic position. The mediastinum is central. The
diaphragmatic domes are symmetrical. There is no excess body fluid in
theracic or abdominal cavities. The ribs and thoracic cage and vertebral
column reveal no injuries or abnormalities. The panniculus measures less
than 0.5 cm. in thickness.

HEART AND GREAT VESSELS:

The pericardium reveals no adhesions. The pericardial cavity contains
approximately 2 cc. of clear, straw-colored fluid. The epicardium is smooth
and glistening.. The heart weighs 53 grama. The right and left atria anad
ventricles contain liquid blood. The tricuspid, pulmonie, mitral and aortic
valves are thin and glistening, free of any adhesions or thickenings. The
interatrial septum is closed. The interventricular septum is alsc closed.
The endocardium is smooth and transparent. The myocardium has reddish brown,
homogenecus appearance. The right cor artery is the dominant artery.
The openings of the coronary arteries are in theixr normal position. The
ascending aorta, arch, thoracic and abdominal aorta reveal normal elasticity

of the wall. The major branches are normally disposed. The ductus
~arteriocsus is closed. . ‘

LUNGS 3

Right and left lungs weigh 96 grams and 71 grams respectively.
Pilaterally the lungs have a purplish pink coloxr and soft doughy
consistency. The major bronchi and primary branches are lined with clear

| mucoid material. The pulmonary vessels contain liquid blood. The cut
- surfaces of the lung parenchyma have dark red to red-black color and soft
doughy consistency. There is marked pulmonary congestion noted. Upon
squeezing the lung parenchyma, blood-tinged frothy fluid cozes freely.

TGASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:

: The esophagus is lined by grayish white, longitudinally folded mucosa.
The stomach contains approximately 2 cc. of white curdled material in which

no recognizable food particles are seen. The gastric mucosa has creamish

white rugosity. The duodenum, small intestine and large intestine reveal

- normal rugosity of the mucosa. The appendix is present. The mesenteric
- veassels are within normal limits. '

(report continues on next page)
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

11 shuttle Rd., FARMINGTOW, CONN. 08032

Narrative Summary of Postmortem Examination: (continued)

LIVER:

The gerosal surface is smooth and glistening. The liver weighs
398 grams. The cut surface of the liver has a greenish brown, soft,
homogeneous appearance.

GALLBLADDER :

The galibladder contains a trace amount of dark green bile. There are
no gallstones.

SPLEEN:

The serosal surface is smooth and glistening. The spleen waighs
46 grams. The cut surface of the spleen has dark red follicular appearing
parenchyma. ’

PANCREAS:

The pancreas has a tannish brown, firm, lobulated appearance.

ADRENALS:
Right and left adrenals together weigh 2 grams. The cortices are

creamish white in color and thin in appearance, no nodularity noted. The
medullae are within normal limits. .

KIDNEYS:

Right and left kidneys weigh 36 grams and 31 grams respectively. The
capsules are thin and transparent. Capsules peel of easily. The surfaces
of the kidneys are smooth, free of any granularity or scarring, with
persistence of fetal lobulations. The cut surfaces of the kidneys reveal

_ well-demarcated cortices and medullae. Bilateral calyceal systems and renal

‘"pelves are normally disposed, draining into a-single urstex on each side.
- URINARY BLADDER: :

: The urinary bladder is empty. The bladder mucosa has a creamish white
! rugosity.

(report continues on next page)
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STATE OF COMNICTICUT

OFFICE OF THEE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

11 shuttls Rd., FARMINGTOM, CONM. 06032
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Rarrative Summary of Postmortem Examination: (continued)

INTERNAL GENITAL ORGANS:

The upper one-third of the vagina, uterus, cervix, bilateral fallopian
tubes and ovaries reveal infantile appearance, no abnormalities noted.

NECK ORGANS AND TONGUE:

Anterior strap muscles and soft tissues of the neck reveal no injuries
or abnormalities. The immediate strap muscles of the larynx reveal no -
abnormalities. The mucosa of the epiglottis, vocal cords and larynx is
lined by a clear mucoid material. The mucosa reveals no hemorrhages,

petechiae or abnormalities. The hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage and cricoid
cartilage are intact.

The mucosa of the tonque is light pink-white in color and has a normal

rugosed appearance. The cut surface reveals light pink-bxrown colored whorled
appearance of the muscles.

THYROID:

The thyroid lobes are s trical. The capsule is thin and transparent.
The cut surface of the thyroid has golden-brown colored, lobulated, collaidal
appearing parenchyma, no nodularity noted. -

. PRYMUS:

The thymns weighs 25 grams. The thymus has a multilobated and
multilobulated pinkish gray color.

HEAD AND BRAIN:

The scalp is reflected with the usual coronal incision. The galea
is within normal limits. Upon inspection of the brain, there is no epidural
or subdural hemorrhage noted. The brain weighs 790 grams. The base of the
--Brain revsals nsrmally disposed-circle-of Willis and its-mejor branches. -
The corconal sections of the cerebral hemispheres reveal normally disposed
- gray and white matter which are ill-defined, free of any hemorrhage, injory
or abnormalities. The ventricular system is within normal limits. The
sections of the cerebellum reveal normally disposed gray and white matter

(report continues on next page}
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Narrative Summary of Postmortem Examination: (continued)

which are also free of any injury or abnormalities. The sections of the
midbrain, medulla and upper part of the spinal cord reveal no injuries,
hemorrhage or abnormalities. Upon reflecting the dura from the base of the
skull, there are no fractures or abnormalities noted.

LABORATORY PROCEDURES :

Specimens taken for Toxicologic Analysis:
Blood, Cardiac; Gastric Contents; Liver; Brain

E-RAXS TAKEN:
Full body.
S
ASPHYXIA DUR TO DROWNING IN BATHTUB WATER.
PULMONARY CONGERSTIOM AND EDEMA.
- RORMAL, HEALTHY INFANT.
POSTMORTEM COMPLETED AT: 10:30 am
CAUSE OF DEAIH:
ASPHYXIA DUE TO DROWNING.

MANMER OF DEATH: ACCIDENT

s

This is a true statement of the postmortem findings upon the bo&j'of
. S8arah DosSantos. :

s ' HID‘
Medical Bxaminer

ia&e
29 Mar 95
(End of Report)
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TOXICOLOGY REPORT STATE OF CONNECTICUT
MEImREV. 498 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER

11 Shuttie Road, Farmingion, Connacticut 08032
TELEPHONE: {203} 679-2000

GSObu HC |/ Y

M€ CASEND
9502285

LAR NO . DECEASED i dopt”
195-0231 ” 9 months W F

DATE OF REPORT ., - =

March 24, 1995

SPECUMENS SUBMITTED

Blood (50 mL), Stomach Contents ( 5 g), Brain (97 g), Liver (11l g)
TAKEN 87 AT Office of the ON [Cals) AT {Tima)
o. Malka B. Shah Chief Medical Examiner 3/01/95 9:18 2. m
RECEIVED FROM " ON (Dote} AT (Tims)
Dr. Malka B. Shah Sandra Elliott 3/02/95 7:30 a. m
ANOWICS

A sample of blood was screened for the presence of ethanol by a
microdiffusion procedure. The results were negative.

Samples of blood were screened for the presence of acidic drugs by a
gas chromatography procedure. None were detected.

Samples of blocd were acreened for the presence of basic drugs by a2

gas chromatography/mass spectrophotometry procedure. None were detected.

A sample of blood was streened for the presence of salicylates by a .
colorimetric procedure. None was detected.

Samples of blood were screened for the presence of cocaine [+ metabolitel,

oplates, and benzodiazepines by radfioimmunoassay. None were detected.

éarol rlc%tnrick ;=

Toxicologist

W

T

Unless notified in writing, tha tissus specimens retoined in this cole
will be devirayed one year after the dute of this repon.
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM% /
! (Tide]

- -

DOCUMENT NUMBER: X 54615 7L A8/

DATE OF INCIDENT: J-1§-9.5 CATID: TYNN14 1595

(PATAL NON-NEISS INCIDENT)
FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED ' HAZARD ANALYSIS (X) SECT 15 ( )
TYPE FOLLOW-UP TELEPHONE ( } ON-SITE (X)

EEADQUARTERS CONTACT: Renae Rauchschwalbe, CECA,504-0608
Leonard Schachter, EPHA, 504-0470

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE:

Please complete the investigation using the Investigation
Guideline. It is very important to establish the detailed sequence
of events in these incidents including the infant's position during -
the incident and the use of any bath rings, seats, or infant
bathtubs. . ST : :

For fatal incidents, please interview any parents or
caregivers for the detailed sequence of events to the extent
possible. If the stat does not allow contact with the next-of-kin
in a fatal incident, collect all official documentation including
coroners or medical examiners reports, paramedics repoxt, police
investigation, social worker's report, and any medical treatment
records.

Parson(s) to Contact: MEDicAL FyaAmiagl - oFFic/#tD
NEXT OF Kin (F ONFED BN MEOcHe ExasrmsR

———————. —— —— _
— ——— —

e et et e,

Guidelines: 111 Bathtub Incidents Involving Children «18 Months Old

Task Number: G 506&i Hcc //¥Y ) Date: 6(-2/-65

Assigned to: avycCco Requested by: JwrT

CPSC Form 324A (10/94)



L G506 HeC MY

Creery = S7S¥  JUN20 1995

MEDICAL EXAMINER'S/CORCNER’S REPORTING FORM

' To report a case by telephone, call (toll free) 1-800-638-8095. Say "THIS

L5 A MECAP REPORT."™ You will then be placed in contact with the MECAP

Project Manager, who will ask for the information noted belaw. v
Date of accident ;L/g{ﬂif Date of Death ‘:2,/.1 g/95”
Type of consumer product involved - J-&h YA

' Feed 208t

Manufacturer, Model, Brand name, and Serial, ¥Ha. of pruoduct

Is product available for examination? Yas No. If Yes, wharae?

Cause of Death: __a_e,ed#m_&_ﬁ_mnwn;

Location of Accident: City state  COF

Brief dc.scr':l.ption of accident sequence: (Please include the AGE and SEX of
the VICTIM(S)}- '

of any states/local personnel wvho investigated the accident.

Madical Examiner’s/Coroner’s Case No., 2 2LS Telephone No.203-679-3980

- s Beak  Chris Leta T oate Reporced B/, fver
Raportar’s Off. incl. : county .. e aes ..

state) ® ¢ iy, * SFdwpimggon ﬁv, Farmington, Ct.
Medical Examiner’s/Coroner’s Name E%ﬁ ff - S’-Mi A D

For procassing at CPSC: Report rdceived by:

Chief Med. Exam. Rpt ( ) ‘Copy £oxr MECAP News ‘

Regular MECAP () Dog:ym-.nm ¥o. ¢ X S 61336

-t wmms e

s s



