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mind Photograph #5:Photograph shows length
e dimension of the taundry room sink.
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.INVESTIGATION S
4 ACCIDENT DATE 5 IDI INITIATED REPORT
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6 SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

B 5 month cld male infant sitting inside an infant seat designed for bathing, placed in a
laundry room sink, drowned and suffered thermal burns ovar B5% of his bady, after being
left unattended in the ssat, and gaining access to the water lever. The hot water
overflowed the sink and completsly submerged him for an unspeclified period of time. -

7 LOCATION 8 CITY 49 STATE
Home 1 0 West Palm Beach Florida
10a FIRST PRODUCT lla TRADE/BRAND NAME/MODEL "Safety lat Swivel Bath
1 5 4 9 |safety First Inc. Seat" Model #160P
Infant Seat e . |210 Boylston St., Chestnut Hill, MA 02167
10b SECOND PRODUCT " “Nlb TRADE/BRAND NAME/WODEL Delta
o & 9 9 Delta Faucet Co.
Faucet Greansburg, Indiana 47240
12 AGE OF VICTIN |13 SEX -—— |14 DISPOSITION 15 INJURY DIAGNOSIS
2 0 6 1 o N 8 _ 6 9
L o ) Died in Emergency Room Submergion .
|16 BoDY“PART - - - |17 RESPONDENTS' - - |18 invEsTIGATION TYPE [19 TIME sPENT
8 s 3 3 2 8.5
Pulice Report _ 1 - - -
20 ATTACHMENTS 21 CASE SOURCE 22 EREVIEWED BY
Multi 9 Newspaper 0 5 8 1 6 & 9 2 1 8 0 9%
23 PERMISSION f0 DISCLOSE NAMES (NON-NEISS CASES ONLY)
CPSC may discloss my name XXX CPSC may not disclose my name
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ERE-ACCIDENT

Information contained in this report was obtained form the
babysitter (limited), Palm Beach County, Florida Shariff's Office
and Office of the Medical Examiner, Palm Beach County, Florida.
The victim's mother, who is in possession of the infant seat,
failed to return repeated telephone calls (answer phone and
victim's brother).

on February 8, 1992, the five month old male infant (DOB 8/16/91,
Height = 27", Weight = 21 1lbs.), was brought to the home of his
babysitter, a forty three year old female, to stay with her family
while the parents went on a ski trip to Colorado. According to
reports, the babysitter was operating an unlicensed d&ay care
service with children ranging in age from six months to three years
of age. . e =

- o — T e

Reportedly the babysitter had been caring for the subject infant

"~ since Septembér 23, 1991. The infant was -last seen by his

pediatrician on January 23, 1992 and was found to be in good
health,

On February 12, 1992, according to the babysitter, between 1400 and
1430 hours, she placed the.baby seat, which belonged to the infants
parents, inside the sink facing the faucats. She placed corn
starch in approximately 4" deep luke warm water, due tc the infant
having diaper rash. She then placed the infant inside the seat and
washed him. .

During the washing process, the babysitter heard the telephone
ring, and went into the kitchen in order to answer it (See
Photograph #1). The water faucets were reportedly in the "off"®
position.

Reportedly, the infant had good muscle control and was able to sit
up on his own. It was also reported that when the babysitter would
give the infant a bath in the sink, he was fascinated by the water
faucet.

The laundry room which contained the sink being used, was located
in the center portion of the house, east of the master bedroom.
The sink was situated to the wast of the washer/dryer area, on the
north wall of the room (See Photograph #2).

ACCIDENT

While the babysitter was in the Xitchen area talking on the
telephone for an undetermined period of time, the infant was left
inside the sink, seated in the infants seat in hip depth water,
with the laundry room door closed.
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Reportedly, it was theorized that the infant reached up, grabbed
the swivel type water faucet control, placing it in the "on" "hot"®
position.

After completing the telephone conversation, the babysitter
returned to the laundry rocm, ocpened the door, and observed the
infant slumped over in his seat, submerged in the water, which was
overflowing the sink, onto the floor.

Reportedly, no screams or crying was heard from the victim, by the
babysitter or her daughter, who were present at the time of the
accident.

ROST ACCIDENT

The babysitter shut the water, and picked up the inZfant out of the
sink. Carrying the infant, she ran to her bedroom and placed him
. on the bed. She informed her daughter, who was lying on the bed
" watching  television, that the infant wasn't breathing. The
babysitter, assisted by her daughter, began chest compressions “on
the infant, which pushed water out of his mouth. The babysitter's
daughter placed her mouth over the infants mouth, but was unable to
provide air, as his airway appeared blocked by water. Chest

compressions were continued as 911 was contacted.

Following instructions given, chest compressions were continued on
the infant, who was purple in color, and additicnal water began to
flow from his mouth. It was estimated that a period of

approximately 20 minutes had transpired since he was found
submerged.

Paramedics arrived on the scene at 1422 hours (notified at 1412
hours). Observed was that the infant contained 2nd and 3rd degree
burns over approximately 90% of his beody, and was in Cardiac
Arrest, with fluid coming out of him. Advanced cardiac life
procedures were utilized on the victim, who displayed consistency
of a person not having any oxygen in his body. The 1infant was
intubated and drugs were administered. He was transported via
helicopter to St. Mary's Hospital, West Palm Beach, Florida, with
arrival time listed as 1507 hours. At 1513 hours, the infant was
pronounced dead in the emergency room.

An autopsy was conducted on February 13, 1992 which revealed the
following findings:

{1) Drowning.

(2) Superficial partial thickness thermal burns, skin,
approximately 85 percent of total body surfaca.



Page 3 - 920731CCC1532

(3) Pulmonary congestion and edema.
(4) Congestion, organs.

The cause/manner of death was listed as accidental due to drowning
involving thermal burns on 85% of his body surface.

The police investigation of the scene revealed that the laundry
room, located down the hall from the kitchen of the one family
dwelling, contained the subject sink. The sink measured 13" in
height, 17.5" x 22" depth and width (See Photograph #3 - #5). From
the bottom of the sink to the handle on the faucet measured 19"
(Refer to Photograph #3). The hot water temperature tested at 147
degrees (See Photograph #6). A trigger pull gage used to measure
the force used to move -the faucet to the "hot" position (full
" force) measured 4_lbs. : = "

-

The infant seat nmeasured 8" in height, 11 1/2" width, 12" length.

" Three suction cups were contained on the bottom of the seat (see

-‘Supplied Police Department Photographs #7/#8).
C C Q
1. Infant Seat (See Photographs #9 - #16)
a. Model/Logo: M"Safety lst Swivel Bath Seat"®
b. Meodel #: 160P i
c. Manufacturer: Séfety 1st Incorporated
210 Boylston Street
Chestnut Hill, MA 02167

d. Construction: Plastic Frame
Rubber Suction Cups

e. Warning Labels: Product (Side Rail) "Warning: = Prevent
Drowning Never Leave Child Unattended™.

(Interior Rear-Sticker) "Warning:
Prevent Drowning. Never leave child
unattended in the tub.

Box (Main Panels) "Warning: To pravent
drowning never leave child unattended in

tub! Not for use in tubs with non-skid
surfaces".

Main Panel: "“For Ages 6 months and older™
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f. Date Coding: Clock type containing month/year (contained on
bottom side of product adjacent to suction
cups.

g. Store of Purchase: Unknown

h. Date of Purchase: Unknown

ji. Additional Labeling: "Made In U.S.A. & 1989 Safety 1lst,

Inc. All Rights Reserved. U.S. Pat
5,010,606%%%",
4. Additional Information: Based on information cobtained in
the Police Report, the infant seat
R involved in the accident, shown in
e Police Department sypplied 8" x 10"
photographs contained the following
_ markings: "1989 Safety=One"
M "Safety ‘First, Inc., Made In Th
UsSAY, -
(Additional Information obtained
and photographs were taken from
product on sale at Service
Merchandise, Boca Raton, Florida.
Product involved in accident was
unavailable).
2. Faucet
a. Manufacturer: Delta Faucet Company, Greensburg, Indiana.
b. Type: Lever type, Hot/Cold adjustable.
3. Sink
a. Manufacturer: Florestone Product Company =
Union City, California
b. Construction: Polystone PSI (1) B Material
STANDARDS
This investigation was conducted under the CPSA.
EXHIDITE

Exhibit 1 - Offense Report, Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office.

Exhibit 2 - Investigation Report, Office of the Medical Examiner,

Palm Beach County, Florida.
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Exhibit 3 - Autopsy Report, Office of the Medical Examiner, Palm
Beach County, Florida.

REOTOGRAPHS

1.-'Photograph shows kitchen area of house where phone was located.
2. Photograph shows view into laundry room.

3. Photograph shows sink and faucet.

4. Photograph shows width of sink.

5. Photograph shows length of sink.

6. Photograph shows tehﬁefature test performed on-het water.

7. Photograph shows infant seat and sink. =

8. Photograph shows infant seat (measurement)

(First 8 photographs supplied by sheriffs office - no negatives)

9 thru 10. Photographs show product packaging and warnings
contained.

11. Photograph shows ID printing contained on underside base of
the infant seat. -

12 & 13. Photographs show warning labels containe& on the product.

14. Photograph shows underside suction cups contained on the
infant seat.

15 & 16. Photographs show warning/instruction sheet contained in
product packing box.

<
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’ Iﬂa&r%im :Photograph shows view into
Taundry room where the accident occured
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" Photograph #3:Photograph shows depth of
- laudry room sink where the accident i
occurred and the water faucet which was

pulled by the infant.
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PNOCORTIPh Shéws width.
- &laﬂn_ 3" zs _253 room sink.
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Photograph #5:Photograph shows length
dimension of the laundry room sink.
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[ Photograph #8:Photograph shows height
id measurment of the infant bath m»u»u__
which was involved in the accident,
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Photographs #9/#10:Photographs above and
to the Teft show the cardboard packing
box which the seat is contafned in. Box
contains warning about Teaving chiid
unattended.
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Photograph #11:The above photograph shows ID
underside base of the seat.

prinding contained on the
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Photographs #12/#13:The photographs
on the left and below show warning
labels contained on product (Product
shown is not the one involved in the
accident, which was unavailable).



Photograph #14:The abo
suction cups contained

72073(CCciS32

ve photograph shows underside
on the infent bath seat.
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iotographs #15/#16:The above photographs show warnings and instructions contained in product
packing box.
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