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6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

A housefire which caused approximately $65,000 damage to a two-story wooden
frame dwelling, has been attributed to the ignition of the eushion of a
love seat by a 2 year old child who was playing with a qrill igniter. No

insuri 1 . . ]
injuries resulted from this accident MFR/PRWBR NOTIFIED

ions/Revisions
Firm}ﬁk rot requested

7. LOCATION & oty

fug e STATE®
Home _lg - " E. Providence 1 - Rhode Island
10A. FIRST PRODUCT T 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME. MGD 7
Grill Igniter 1247 '
108. SECOND PRODUCT
Love seat Q6 12
(72 AcE or vicTaw |73, 5% ' 14. DISPOSITION 15. NJURY DIAGNOSIS
999 _ 9 - No injury _Q | No injury JQ
16. BODY PART " |17. RESPONDENTYS) 18. INVESTIGATION TYPE | 19. TIME SPENT
No injury - = Asst. Fire Chief * 3 : 2} .0 5.0-
| 20 aTTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE . :z.nfv:vzly ’n ]o DAY
Documents Z | Newspaper = 05~ . ff ' 2 ‘5 é Q Z‘Z

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES (NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) -
_CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME _x CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME __

M
24. NARRATIVE (See instructions on Page 2) 25. REG/IONAL DIRECTOR REVIEW BATE

= So-2iPE

The information in this report was provided by the assistant fire chief, a police
detective, the homeowner and the pBdiceman, who responded tc this fire. Attempts
to contact the occupants of the apartment where this fire started, by both letter
arid telephone were unsuccessful. A telephone number for the mother of the 29
year old occupant of the apartment, where the fire occurred is listed in the
police report. The female who answered when this numberrvas dailed abrupthly
stated that the subject 29 year old woman does not live there as she hung up the
telephone. :

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS & NECESSARY)
.; T m - Y ." 'T‘ W'if" '. " i =1 ,“’ " Y.y '~v‘v' . ) "1. { g ”' 'ﬁ"."' """;f ”17
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The homeowner explalned that a 29 year old woman ani her 2
year old son resided in the first floor apartment of this two-
story wooden-frame dwelling where the fire occurred. The police
officer reported that the 29 year old woman was in her bhedroom
getting dressed while her two year old son was watching a
children’s movie on television in their 1living room, during the
late morning of the accident date. The assistant fire chief said
that this boy was only two years old and,therefore, had no
history of playing with lighters or matches. :

Accident:

The police officer reported that at approximately 11:40AM
the smoke detector in this first floor apartment sounded and when
the 29 year old woman observed flames on the cushion of her
living room love seat, she telephoned the fire department and
left the apartment with her son.

Post Accident:

The assistant fire chief reported that no injuries resulted
from this accident and that the first floor apartment of this
building sustained damage that was estimated to be over $65,000.
The assistant chief also said that a grill lighter was the
ignition source for this fire and that this lighter was damaged
beyond recognition in this fire. In response to my inquiries, he
said that he had been playing with the grill lighter and that it
had ignited a cushion of a love seat.

Attempts to locate the 29 year old occupant of the apartment
where this fire occurred, were unsuccessful. The police
detective who interviewed the 29 year old occupant. of the
apartment where this fire occurred had obtained a written
statement from her. (See exhibit #2 - Police report). This
detective advised me by telephone that the grill lighter was
severely damaged in this fire and that he was unable to ascertain
its manufacturer or model numbers. He also said that the 29 year
old occupant of the apartment where this fire occurred told him
that the grill lighter had been kept on a kitchen counter, and
had been there since the last time that she had used it, that she
was sure that the safety lock was not on the igniter at the time
of the fire, and that her 2 year old son must have climbad onto
the counter from a chair, to gain access to the grill lighter.

Standard Information:

None
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Samples:

None

Product Identification:

The only product information that was obtained was f:hat a
butane grill igniter and the cushion of a love seat were the
products involved in this accident and that his grill igniter had
a safety lock.

tta ts:
Attached to this report as exhibits are:
Exhibit #1 - Copy of the local fire report.
Exhibit #2 - Copy of the police report (4 pages).

Also attached is a compléted data recording sheet £ or
upholstered furniture fires.
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FIRE INCIDENT REPORTING SYSTEM
BASIC INCIDENT REPORT

EAST PROVIDENCE FIRE DEPARTMENT 1 DELETE
N 2 CHANGE
INCIDENT N8° XP.NO,| DAY YEAR Y DAY OF WEEK ALARM T,LME ON TIME IN SERV.
95,38 5 1 00 07 5195 Tues|3{11 42 1250
TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND TYPE OF ACTION TAKEN
House fire ] 11| extinguishment J1| 1 [Jreco. 2[Jenen
3 IGNITION FACTOR .
| 41,4 accidental/ch-ild/matches|3, 6
. COl ESS = . 2IP CODE > CENSUS TRACT -
. 02914 010206 o
11 OCCUPANT NAMEkILAST'IFIRST I Ml TELEPHONE - ROOM OR APT. E
ey 1 st flr. «
12 OWNER NAME / LAST / FIRST / Mi ADDRESS Ly TELEPHONE
3 METHOD OF ALARM FROM C CO. INSPECT. DI5™". IV SHIFT
‘ 911 71 E5 | 9 0,1 ﬂm
NO. FIRED S%RV PERSONNEL NO. ENGINES RESPONDED 20. AERIAL APPARATUS NO. OTHIRVEHICLES_
RESPONDE 0,1, 4 E5 E1 E4 0, 0,3 | FESERO 0,0, t|KFS®TER22 00 3
20 NUMBER OF INJURIES NUMBER OF FATALITIES g
=
FIRE SERVICE - OTHER FIRE SERVICE OTHER A ,2
-—y
-(
COMPLEX MOBILE PROPERTY TYPE
dwelling |4 1 | g8
AREA OF FIRE ORIGIN ' EQUIPMENT INVOLVED IN IGNITION

1,4 1i

FORM OF HEAT OF IGNITION
lighter

[ 46

LECTE]

METHOD OF EXTINGUISHMENT
hand-lines

ghter.
TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITED FORM OF MATERIAL IGNITED
5,% couch

LEVEL OF FIRE ORIGIN

NUMBER OF STORIES " CONSTRUCTION TYPE
2-% |2] wood frame

EXTENT OF SMOKE DAMAGE
IR building of origin

]

EXTENT OF FLAME DAMAGE
first floor living room
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE

yes first floor kitchenarea.

SPRINKLER PERFORMANCE

-3

NZA

TYPE OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOST SMOKE

AVENUE OF SMIOKE TRAVEL
19,7 | open floor plan

IF :
SMOKE SPREAD multiple

BEYOND ROOM [ FORM OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOST SMOKE
OF ORIGIN

tmer 2 asmemasna

[ cHeck IF COMMENTS ON REVERSE SIDE
Supplimental submitted .

FIRE CAUSE
ACCIDENTAL

e

INCENDIARY

2] ]

60
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Strocure. Fire 17 lyes 1Cldy | 95—19285~ |
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HOSPITAL TRANSPORTED TO
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.
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WITNESS STATEMENT
CASE #95-1928%

Statement o

dob 9-28=-65
lka

‘Date: July 26th, 1995
Time: 1315 hrs.

: I have lived at ¢waswulNNS. for about a year
and four months. I live there on the first floor with my scr g
—@llle-vho will be three years old on August 16th of this year.

: Yesterday I left the house around 9:30 or 10:00am.
and returned maybe 10:30 approximately-I don’t know the exact
time. I was in my bedroom while Eric was in the living room on
the loveseat watching Snow White on the television.

On the counter in the kitchen was a grill igniter
that I probably had used the previous night. I’m almost positive
that I didn’t put the lock on the igniter. The counter has chairs
right next to it that Eric can climb onto.

: I was still in the bedroom and I heard the smoke
detector go off. Its very sensitive from either a little smoke
cooking or even from the shower. I went into the kitchen and I
saw flames on the loveseat on the right side of it. The loveseat
was like all throw pillows and this was on in flames. Eric was
standing by the counter in the kitchen.

I grabbed Wl and put him outside by the slider
off of my bedroom. When I grabbed him I saw that the grill
igniter on the coffee table in front of the loveseat and I put
two and two together and figured out what happened.

‘I went back into my bedroom and called 911 to
report the fire. I went back outside and I heard glass breaking
and the fire department hadn’t gotten there yet.

I later talked to @ilm and he said something to me
like a boo boo on the pillow. I was trying to reassure him that I
wasn’t blaming him for anything. The living room was completely
destroyed, many of my other property was damaged by smoke.

I have no insurance policy, but I did have many
items that were put up for collateral for a loan that I may be
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Attachment A -

DATA RECORDING SHEET FOR UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE FIRES
(To be attached to CPSC Form 182, Epidemiologic lnvestigation Report
along with a copy of the Fire lncldent Report)

Task Number | ?é Y, 5 RS (L QZJ 79 | Incident Date ‘7/2'5/95

A. PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: B Sofa/Couch [J Chair [J Sofabed [ Other

- .

1. Was upholstered fumiture slipcovered? [J Yes [J No & Unknown
2. Had it been reupholstered? L7 Yes [7 No M Unknown

3. Manufacturer/Distributor/Brand UNKyowly

4. Purchased: [7 New [ Used & Unknown

-If used, specify how obtamed {e.g., garage sale, etc. )

5. Date Fumitura Purchasetl malt/// Furniture Age

6 Standard Certification Labeling; e. g, UFAC or Califomia ‘standard: (Copy)
uy/f/g@v
B. MLQ__EBE_MLQN_QN_ME Describe where fire started on upholstered furiiture.
L7 Skit ~ AW Seat cushion [ Inside back [J Inside am

O Back - [7 Side L7 Underside .  [7 Crevice
- [J Welt Cord 0O Tuft C7 Other
C. Ammmuwm {if appropriate): ]
M LTS5yrs.old [75-14 | £715-64 ~  [J 66+ ,
D. PRODUCT INVOLVED AS HEAT SOURCE AND TYPE (Checkl: . - S
— Lighter __ Match ____ Candle ) — Heater .F’irepla;ce
_¥~ Other (specify) 6 &/ 1L | 6NITER

Unknown

Page 10 of 11
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If lighter, specify type: {J Child-resistant {J Not child-resistant - T Unknown-
If métch, specify type: {J Book o O Box LT Unknown
_ If heater, specify fuel source an.d distance from fumniture: |
Fuel source | : Distance from fumiture

E. DETECT E FIR

7. Detector (smoke, heat, c.o., sprinkler) present?

& Yes L No 7 Unknown

If yes, specify type: ONANOW Y
8. Detecter went off (alarmed)? ‘ ’
M Yes - [JNo 7 Unknown

9. if no, do you know any reason why not; e.g., unpoweéred, fire too sfnall, etc.?

10. About how soon was the fire discovered after it started?
F. VICTIM(S) . ' y
(2] Number of Deaths o Number of Injuries

G. Socio-Economic Data:
11.  Education level of head of household: VA&V
[ Less than high school EJ High school [J Some College: .

12. 'Total household income: y g W&y

[J LT $15,000 [J $16,000 - $34,999 [T 435,000 +
13. Approximate home market value: //00 00 |
& Rent ' 7 Own

General Description: Provide general description, including all other relevant factors and information
on the investigation form.

Page 11. of 1T
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East Piovidence

A house fire Tuesday at m. caused an estimated $ 65, Qa in

_property damage but injured nobody, according to a pclice repc:rt.

Providence Journal-Bulletin, July 2‘5. 19§5'

Pirefighters ext:.ngu:.'shed the blaze, which started om 'the first floor, wit
30 minutes, pollce said. ,

ﬂ the first-floor tenant, told police that her. 2-year-oId sc
arted the fire with a butane grill lighter she uses to ignit.e he: gas grill

Whenw@WWME heard her smoke alarm around noont:l.me 'mesday' she ran cut of
her bedroom and saw flames coming from a loveseat cushion in the living room,
where her son was watching television. The lighter, which she had last seen ¢
her kitchen counter,' was lying on the living room coffee table next ta her sc

(‘s grabbed her child, called 911, and left the house.

The second .floor tenant wasn't home-at the time of. the fire.



Investigation Report - Analyst's Comments

Task No. _0,2 é Qégﬁ— f (., 579 7f Regional Office J\} VC- 0

Product Code [3"7/7 / ﬁﬁ_?q Investigator ID 3055'_

Category SL07 /4 é(/ 1996 Héurs Reported __ 5 _

Comments 0/{/ 0’72!4@ EZ@SW MM_&M
LMW@

Reviewer _W Date // 74[1;

1f you believe the identified deficiencies reguire contacting
investigator/victim and requesting further in ormation. please
check the box and sign here.

—

Signature




- 6 AUG 199, E H /S

1. CASE NO. 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID 3. OFFICE CODE T ‘
960702CCC5311 eieione; | aiaio) | EPIDEMIOLOGIC

4. DATE OF INCIDENTYR MO DAY|5. DATE INVESTIGATION YR MO DAY INVIESTlG ATI O N

OIBI2I15] | wmare>  [S1[61OI7IL1IIE] REPORT

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT Ok COMPLAINT. A 21-year-old female died from smoke inhalation in a J
fire caused by her children playing with a grill lighter. The children started a sofa on fir
with the lighter. The victim was able to save the lives of her three children by dropping
them from an upstairs window of her burning apartment to neighbors below. The fire
was discovered by another 21-year-old female who %slee ing i‘nn the apartment. Thig|
female escaped the fire with minor i"j“’ri,\‘iﬁypk‘l\—“ NO . nts ™3

=

d
7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.] | 8. CITY e
Home [11[0] | Medina OHIO
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTUIER & ADDRESS
[11[2][41(7] Fuel Charcoal Lighter | Unknown
10B. SECOND PRODUCT o 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTUFER & ADDRESS
[0161(71(9] Sofa Unknown
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
MALE -1 .
[01[2][1] FEMALE - 2 (2] [8] DOA [6]1[5] Anoxia
UNKNOWN- 3 ,
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION | 19. TIME SPENT
ON SITE -1 Hours [0][4].0
[81(5] All Body Parts [3] Fire Department | TELEPHONE -2 [3]{ Travel [01[1].0
20. ATTACHMENTS ‘ ‘ 21. CASE SOURCE 2, REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
[2] Fire Report [01[5] Newspaper [8I[31[11[1]1 [91I61I01[T71[3]1(1]

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSEMY NAME [ ] cpsc MAY NoT DiscLose My NaME [X ]
24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2) . 25, REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW  DATE

ADDITIONAL VICTIMS :
NUMBER AGE SEX DISPOSITION ' INJURY DIAGNOSIS 'BODY PART
2. " oo0a 2 9 Unknown | 70 Unknown 87 Not Stated
3. 002 1 9 Unknown i 70 Unknown 87 Not Stated
4 021 2 9 Unknown 70 Unknown 87 Not Stated
5 212 2 9 Unknown ‘ cmw_‘fo Unkn_c‘i..‘} 87 Not Stated

o
e
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8 0 NDINGS

Children playing with a grill lighter caused a fire that
resulted in the death of their mother. The 21-year-old mother
knew that the children liked to play with the lighter so she hid
it in a bookcase, but the children found it and started a sofa on
fire.

The children lived with their mother in an apartment
complex. Also in the apartment on the day of the fire was a 21-
year-old female friend of the mother. On the morning of the fire
the female friend was awakened by a smoke alarm at about 11:00am.
The friend went downstairs and discovered the sofa on fire. She
attempted to put the fire out, but was unable to extinguish it.
She then went outside to get help and when she returned the fire
was out of control.

The children had gone upstairs. The children’s mother was
up now and since the stairway was blocked by fire she dropped her
children out an upstairs window to neighbors below. The
neighbors called for the mother to jump, but she didn’t and she
was later found dead upstairs.

An interview with fireman on the scene disclosed that they
had interviewed the oldest child, age 4, and determined that he
was playing with a grill lighter and set the sofa on fire. The
fireman then searched through the rubble around the area where
the sofa was and discovered the remains of the grill lighter. I
asked if they could tell if the lighter was in the "on" position.
They said they assumed it was in the "on" position, but it isn’t
something they could state absolutely. I asked it they
identified a brand name. They said they did not know the brand
name.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Fire Report
2. Assignment



* Jul-30-96 03:41P CPSC Cle Office

INCIDENT REPORT
Medina Fire Department

216 239 4626 P.

1 DRLBTR
2 CHANGB

INCIDBHT NO |RXP [MO DAY |YEAR |DA] OF RERK IALARN TINE ARRIVAL TIME |TIME 1N SERVICE
! 99017 950296 |00 [12 |15 |95 r¥w 10:59 11:08 (16:10
UXC TYPR OF ACTION TRERN MOTUAL A:I
g §§E§CEEI§IE2¢§IOI i Bxtinguishment 1X18D & GIVEN
C {PIXBD PROPERTY USB IGN]TION FACTOR
1-20 apartment uits 423 Children, playing

2IP CODB
44256

CBNSUS TRACT
4082.00

TBLEPHONE .
( )

ROOM OR APT
80

HRTBOD OF ALARN FROM PUBLiC
Tie-l1ne {911) - 7

co.'lnspzcwxox DISTRICT
10

¥O. ALARNS -
l .

INOHRHMRHNWM §O. BYGLNES Amummmu NO. mmnmms
RBSPOND 16 RESPORDED 3 l SP RBSPONDED

I |{NUMBRR OF INJURIES NUMBER OF FATALITIRS
FIRB SERVI(E OTHER 4 FIRR SBRVICE OTEBR 1

J {CONPLE HOBILB PROPBRTY TYPR
Apartnent complex 42 Mobile property type n/a 8

X |ARBA OF PIRR ORIGIF
Lounge area

BQUIPNENT INV?
14 Ho equipment 1nvolved

LVED IN IGNITION
98

L FQRM QOF HBAT OF IGFITION
Lighter 46

TYPE OF MATBRIAL IGNITBD
Man-made fabric

FORM OF MATERIAL IGNITED
Sofa/chair/fseat 21

N |MBTHOD OF BXTINGUISHMENT
Hose:precon. to hylr

LRVBL OF FIRB ORIGIN
Grade to ' above gr 1

ESTIXATRD LOSS (DDLLARS ONLY)
170000.0C

MUMBER OF
STORIBS 2 stories. 2

CONSTRUCTION TYPR
Uoprotected vood frame 8

0 |BXTENT OF PLAMB DRKAGB
Structure of origin

|BXTENT OF SMORE DAMAGB,
Beyond structure of orign

P {DBTBCTOR PERPORMANCE
At origin, operated

‘ SPRINELER PERPORMANCE
1 No equipment present

Q |IP SMOXR SPREAD
BEYOND ROOK

TYPR OF NATRRIAL GENERATING HOST SMOKR
Man-made fabric

AVENOT QF SMOKB TRAVEL
No significant avenue

OF ORIGIN
[FORM OF HATERIAL GBNRRATING MOST SHOKE
R Sofa/chair/seat
S |IP MOBILB PROPERTY YBAR |MAKE MODEL SBRIAL HO.' LICBNSR NO.
T |IP EQUIPMENT INVOLVED YBAR [NAXR .
il ISN[TIOK HODBL‘ SBRIAL XNO
O Check if comments on reverse side
0 OPFICER IN CHARGB ]NAMR POSITION, ASSIGNMEXT) DATR
Leland Codding, Chief 12/15/35
MEMBER MAXING RBPORT (IR DIRRERBNT PRON ABOVE) DA}I /

IOL 960702CCCS311 Ly #
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REMARKS
Medina Fire Department

For Incident:

216 239 4626

P.0O3

7607020¢¢ ¢,

950296 Exposure: 00 DATE: 12/15/95 TIME: 10:59

u

The fire set off a smoke alarm and w
g § i fire but

went down stairs to extinguisgh the

extinguish it.
he fire. When she got back with tl
arge to extingulsh,and too much fire

T, ldren had gone upstairs to

help

who had been sleeplng.

stairs because of the amount Of

Sh dropged the children out of
neighbors. They called for her
she never_did. .

ggeug re Department found her about layin
o

the window

Fire was started from children playin% with a_grill lighter.
d e Julie Pal a

She went outside to get hel
na En

io get to the stairs._
be with their wmother

She could not
fire commlng

to craw out the window but

on the floor
1 1/2 foot in the room from the window.

d she
she could not

to _extinguish

e fire was too

et down the
up the stairs.
O some

Page 1



Ju1-30-96 03:41P CPSC Cle Office

216 239 4626 P.04
CIVILIAN CASUALTY REPORT 7’ — "o
L IAN 60702.CCC S2,,
Medina Fire Department
FDID INCIDENT MO RXP M0  |DAY |YBAR |DAY OF WEBK ALARM TIMB
55017 950296 (00 |12 |15 |95 |Priday 10:59
CASUALTY NUMBER |1 DRLETE
1 2 CHANGE
NA MI (M0 /TR |AGE TIME (P INJURY
GA cnsuanrrun X ‘m | e e T
T — | X
¢ |SBX CASUALTY TYER SEVERITY APFILIATION
¢ PEMALR P ltire Casvalty , Death 2 Civ%han
6D !MILIA?ITY RITH STRUCTURE LOCATION AT IGNITION CONDITION BBPORB INJUR!
Undeter/not rep O In same build's 4 Asleep 1
GB |CONDITION PREVENTING BSCAPR ACTIVITY AT TIMR OF INJURY 1CAUSE QP INJ?RY
Pire block exit 2 Rescue atteapt 2 Bxposed to fire 2
G? |NATURB OF INJURY PART OF BODY INJURED DISROSITION
Buras & samoke Multiple parts Died
O See remarks on back O See additional report
CIVILIAN {ASUALTY REPORT
Medina Fire Department
IID INCIJRNT NO [BXD |MO_ |DAY |YBAR [DAY OF WEBK ALARM TIME
52017 950296 {00 |12 {15 [95 |priday 10:59
CASUALTY NUMBER |1 DBLBIE
2 2 CHANGR
GA |CASUALTY LAST NAMB NI (MO J )R AGE ° |TINB 0% INJURY
, N |0 91] 4 10:59
a
6C |SEX CASUALTY TYPE SEVERITY AFPILIATION
PRMALB 2 Pire Casualty ~= 1 ‘| Injury 1 Civilia
@D FAHILIA?ITY RITH STRICTURE LOCATION AT IGNITION COKDITION BBFORB IRJUR"
Undeter/not rep O Involved 1 Avake, unimpair
GE |CONDITION PRBVENTING BSCAPR ACTIV}TY AT TIME OF INJURY CAUSR OF INJURY
Undetermined 0 Undet/not reptd O Exposed to fire 2
G? (NATURR OF INJURY PART OF BODY INJURRD DISPQSITION
Asphyx/smk only 3 Internal 7 Hospitil non P} 4
O See -emarks on back O See additional report
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GA
QB
6C
D
143

1)

Gk
GB
6l
G
G2

GF

216 239 4626

CIVILIAN CASUALTY REPORT
Medina Fire Department

Ho

FDID P
0|12

52017

INCIDRHT NO
950296

ox

1RAR
95

DAY

DAY OF RERR
15

Priday

ALARK TINR
10:59

CASUALTY NONBER |1 DBLBTR
3 2 CHANGE

R NI MO / YR _ [AGR- .|TIME OF [NJURY
CASUALTY LAST NAKE M, N 104}93 2 |10:59
28 TRLRPHONE
SEX CASUALTY TYPR SBYRRITY APFILIATION .
MALR 1 Fire Casualty 1 Injury Cgvil{an 3
FANILIARITY WITR STRUCTURE LDCATIO’ AT IGNITION CONDITION BBPORR INJURY
Ondeter/not rep O In rooe/space 2 Avake, unimpair 8
CONDITION PRBYBNTING ESCAPR ACTIVITY AT TIMB OF INJOURY CAUSB OF INJURY
Pgre block ex!t 2 Undet}not reptd O Bxposed to ggre 2
NATURB OF INJURY PART OF BODY INJURBD DISPOSITION
Burns & smoke Multiple parts Hospital non FD 4
O See remarks on back O See additional report
CIVILIAN CASUALTY REPORT
Medina Fire Department
FDID INCZDENT NO |RXP MO  [DAY {YBAR [DAY OF WBEKX ALARM TIMB
52017 |950296 |00 |12 |15 |95 [Mnday 10:59
CASUALTY NUMBER |1 DBLBTR
4 2 CHANGE

CASUALTY LAST NAME

LM HOE!/’! AGB TINE P INJURY
A |06/74|21 |10:59

SBX CASUALTY TYPE AFPILIATION

PRNALR 2 Pire Casualty 1 1 Civilian 3
FANILIARITY RITH STRUCTURB LOCATION AT IGNITION CONDITION BRFORR INJUR'
Undeter/not rep O In same build'y 4 Asleep 1

CONDITION PRKVEHTI%? ESCAPB

ACTIVITY AT TINE OF INJURY

CAUSE OF INJURY

No impediment Rscaping 1 Rxposed to fire 2
NATURR OF INJURY PART OF BODY INJORED DISPQSITION
Asphyx/smk only 3 Internal 7 Hosp?tal nn D 4

O See 1emarks on back

O See additional report




© Ju1-30-96 03:43P CPSC Cle Office
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Medina Fire Department 75&77&1 COC 5’.;[/
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REPORT

¥DID INCIDENT NC |BXP |NO (DAY ]YBAR |DAY OF WEEK ALARM TI¥B
52017 (950296 |00 |12 |15 |95 [Priday 6 10:59
CASUDLTY NUNBER |1 DRLETE
5 2 CHANGR
GA |C T NAMR ' NI MO / JR  [AGR TIMB 2P INJURY
-3 Ix’onn ADDlBii — , 1818
G6C |SEX CASUALTY TYPR SEVERITY ARTILIATION
PEMALR 2 Fire Casualty 1 Injury. 1 Cinilian
6D [PAMILIARITY NITH STRUCTURE ' LOCATIO7 AT IGNITION CONDITION BBPORR INJUR"
Undeter/not rep O In room/space 2 Avake, unimpair 8
68 CQNDIT{OI PREYBNTING BSCAPB ACTIV}TY AT TIMR OF INJURY CAUSE QF INJURY
Pire block exit 2 Undet/not reptd O Brposed to fire 2
GF |NATURE OF INJURY PART OF BODY INJURRD DISPOSITION
Asphyx/sek only 3 Internal 7 Hospital non P) 4
O See rzmarks on back O See additional report
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Inves igation.

From page 1

ger than 5 — had a history of
playing with fire. But the chil-
dren saw where she put the"
lighter and later set a sofs.

blazc with i

) 3, died o Severe: |
Nov. 22, 1992, two days: R S
after flames Nashed through the R T A T
‘s if we work | open-closet™yk lves where she; et . T Sl
“because we | had climbed Wk el ST e TR T TR
tonthe cul- | house in her La Cr
SIP:‘lfad \;/rahpped herself in a
blanket, which was among o
T | that ignited when she and a 4\ - - - L .
year-old sister played with a I ST e et
grill lighter, FESES AN : SR SC SN
“I'm pretty dead set against "
those things,” La Crosse Fire :
Chief Peter Stinson said “They r.:
are considcrably dangerous. S
They're not Like a cigarette ligh- e
ter where you put them in your .o
Pocket out of the reach of the ' : : DU
children.” ) i .o -

Local Official Collects Data T A R

- Information about such fires .
is being compiled by Robertson, to
the Franklin fire lieutenant, who . -
began tracking data about such
incidents after a 4-year-old-bo . ‘
started a fire with 2 grill lighter ' .
at 3 home in Franklin Jast No-
vember. The boy’s mothe
smelled smoke and rescued him
and two younger children from
a burning bedroom, .

. Robertson began soliciting - B S T
- information about such cases oh LT S Cha pan et

an Internet bulletin board used .- R

by professiona) firefighlers and Tt JE

A3 learned of at least 20 fires
through his computer research.-

He began sending informa-
tion to the Consumer Produc- R A .
tion Safety Commission, as dig TR e
several other fire de artments, R N I R
some using forms Robertson
(reated and addressed to the _— : .
3gency’s Milwaukee office, o Tty b g3
The commission began a for- ST sdasm e DR aadh
malinvestioatian af —cft 1z a0 s :

roups tha
gallotlt’a said.
e're going to
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F9665018A
CONFIRMED

STATE

DISPOSITION
MANUFACTURE

MODEL
NARRATIVE

A FIREFIG
STARTED

GRILL LIGHTERS

REPORTED INCIDENTS
U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
NATIONAL INJURY INFORMATION CLEARINGHOQUSE

960627CWES5018 ISSUE : 40
: DATE RECEIVED : 02JUL1996
DATE ENTERED : 23J4UL1996
: CO CITY : GREELEY
: 000 TYPE OF CONTACT: NEWS CLIP
: 1804 CIGARCTTL OR PIFE LIGHTERS
: 0694 BEDS, NOT SPECIFIED
D: 1T1MAY1996 WORK RELATED : N
: 0 SEX HE
: TR/REL HAZARD : FIRE AND FLAMES
R: MANUFACTURER UNKNOWN
M}zcm>c_cxnx;szzozz
0
HTER SUFFERED SMOKE INHALATION DURING AN APARTMENT FIRE
BY A CHILD PLAYING WITH A CIGARETTE LIGHTER AND IGNITING A

BED. DAMAGE: $50,000.

F9670004C
CONFIRMED
STATE
SOURCE
PRODUCT(S)

DATE INJURE
AGE

DISPOSITION
MANUFACTURE

MODEL
NARRATIVE

A WOMAN,
STARTED

42 -

960808HCC7365 ISSUE :
: DATE RECEIVED : 15JUL1996
DATE ENTERED : 02AUG1996
OH CITY : MEDINA
600 TYPE OF CONTACT: NEWS CLIP

1285 CHARCOAL LIGHTERS, NOT SPECIFIED

0679 SOFAS, COUCHES, DAVENPORTS, DIVANS OR ST \
15DEC1995 WORK RELATED : N . :
21 SEX : F

DOA HAZARD : FIRE AND FLAMES

MANUFACTURER UNKNOWN

MANUFACTURER UNKNOWN

: 0

0

D

R

AGE 21, DIED OF SMOKE INHALATION FROM AN APARTMENT FIRE
BY A CHILD PLAYING WITH A GRILL LIGHTER ON A SOFA.

8:02 Friday,

August

9

’

1996

9



4. DATE OF INCIDENTYR MO DAY |5.DATE INVESTIGATION YR MO DAY INVESTIGATION
[915 10119 N2 }{1}{ INMATED [9 16 110 1(6 (2 118 ] REPORT

" e
1. CASE NO. 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID 3. OFFICE CODE
},’596{)626CCC5288 8171121141 [81(31(0) EPIDEM'C)LOG'C

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT A three year old male died from smoke inhalation from :. fire caused
when he set a dress on fire on a bed in his bedroom. The victim was playing with a utility lighter at the time of the

NOT \FIED

accident. There were no other injuries in the accident.
MFR/PRVL

Re\l'bS'Qns
e DS \'\0. ¥ peste
/iur\he\' notice
7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc)  |8. CITY 9. STATE
Home (bedroom) [1 }{O ]1{Roswell Georgia
10A. FIRST PRODUCT ‘ 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
Utility Lighter [MI214107] Scripto "Aim N Flame"
Scripto-Tokai Corporation, Fontana, CA 92337 ‘
10B. SECOND PRODUCT 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
[l
12. AGE OF VICTIM | 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
MALE -1 '
010131 FEMALE-2  [1] DOA  [8] Smoke Inhalatiof6 J[5 ] f
: UNKNOWN- 3
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) | 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION |19. TIME SPENT
‘ Father, Fire department investigator, |ONSITE -1
All Parts 8151 police detective & engineer. TELEPHONE - 2 31 (118 1.[0]
1 : 31 OTHER -3
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE ~ 22. REVIEWED BY YF. MO DAY
Multiple 91 | Newspaper [0151 Bldei? [AARVIER

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [ ] CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME [X ]

24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2} 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTCR REVIEW DATE

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY)




. . 23 JuL 18%
”

r

!!_ ‘ FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET
1. REGION/STATE | 2. OPERATION (Check One) 3. DATiE
( ) Inspection ( ) Establishment Visit 06/28/96
FOCR ( ) Telephone Contact (X ) Investigation 4. NUMEER (For RO U
ATL-SO ' Othe . or se)
() Other [ ] 960626 CC5288
5. ESTABLISHMENT
Name: [ Scripto-Tokai Corporation ]
Address: | 1
City: [ Fontana | ] State: | CA'] Zip: [92337- 1 Telephone: [ /| - ]
6. RELATED FIRM ( ) Parent ( ) Headquarters () Sc)bsidiary ( ) Other
Name: | ] City: | ] State: [ ]
7. PRODUCTS COVERED 8. OTHER CONSUMER PROLUCTS
[ Utility Lighter 1 [ 1
[ 1 [ 1
9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE ' 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION
( ) Manufacturer ( ) Importer 1| Product Covered $ . Units: [ ]
( ) Wholesaler  ( ) Own Label Distributor
( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager Other Products $ . Units: [ 1
( ) Other: [ 1
11. I.S. BUSINESS | 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CODE 14. HOIJRS
% Received [ ] 96-830-4174 32626 Activity [ 18 ]
% Shipped [ ) _ : Travel [ 2 ]

75. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)

16. ANNOUNCED ( ) Rationale for Announced Inspection
UNANNOUNCED ( )

77. EMPLOYEE'S NAME TITLE TU E —_—
E. Terry Rushton : PSI 111 7

78. ( ) ENDORSEMENT ( ) REMARKS ( )SUMMARY ( )O’fl-l R/[
This IDI was requested by CCA(KW) as a F/U to a news report.

while playing with a butane utility lighter, a 3 year old male set fire to a dress
lying on a bed in his home. The 3 year old died smoke inhalation during the ensuing
blaze. The other members of his family escaped unharméd.

F/U: Refer to CCA (KW)

19. REVIEWER'S NAME ' TITLE SléNAT(fi5 zz }V
William E. Gentry , SPSI [ )
. . | V44 —
20. REVIEW DATE | 21. DISTRIBUTION
L7/17/96 O: EPDS, C: FOCR(IDI), FOWR, CCA(KW), CS: BG, RF, ETR




960626CCC5288
PRE-ACCIDENT:

According to the victim's father, the victim was a 3 year old
male who was in general good health and was not under the care of
a physician or nor did he have any type of disabilities at the
time of the accident. According to the fire depariment
1nvestlgator and to the police detective, the victim was playing
in his room along with his two sisters prior to the accident.

The victim's sister told the police detectlve that their brother
was playing with a "fire thing".

According to the fire department investigator, the victin's
parents explained to him that they had taken the utility lighter
away from the victim the day before the accident. They stated
that he had removed it from the kitchen cabinet and was glaying
with it. They said that they scolded him and took it away from
him. According to the father, he did not know if fthe victim had
played with the product in the past.

ACCIDENT:

According to the police detectlve, the victim's sisters told her
the victim was playing with the "fire thing" on the cornsr of a
bed where one of the sisters had a dress laying. They told the
detective that the victim used the product to set fthe dress and
some of the carpet on fire. One of the sisters told the
detective that when she saw the dress was on fire she ran down
the hall to the mother's bedroom where she was talking on the’
phone. She said she yelled fire, fire. The sister told the
detective that her mother told her and her sister to run to the
garage and wait for her. The mother then began searching for the
victim.

POST ACCIDENT:

According to the fire -investigator, he arrived with the fire
fighters and assisted one of the firemen in searching for the
victim. He stated that they found the victim lying unconscious
in an outer room portion of the bathroom, across the hall from
the bedroom. See exhibit #2 for a copy of the fire investigator's
report which includes a diagram and photographs showing where the
victim was found. He stated there was no response :Zrom the victim
so they removed him from the house. He stated that when they
arrived outside the victim did have a very light pulse so he was
transported to the hospital where he was later pronounced dead.
Accordlng to the police detective's report, the medical
examiner's office pronounced the victim dead on the afternoon of
the accident by smoke inhalation. See exhibit #3 for a copy of
the detective's report.



960626C2C5288

According to the fire department investigator, he found the
utility lighter in an outer room portion of the bathroom. He said
the lighter was not damaged in the accident and he also said that
the switch on the lighter was in the "on" position at the time he
found it. '

The father stated he purchased the product to light his barbecue
grill. He said that both he and his wife were non smokers.
However, the police detective's report indicated that the sisters
stated that the father bought the product and used it to light
candles. They said he kept the product in a cabinet besidz the
bed in the mother and father's bedroom. The father explained to
me that he kept the product in a cabinet in the kitchen.

According to the fire department fire investigator, there was a
smoke detector in the home. He said it was installed on a wall in
the foyer on the first floor of the home. He said the smoxe
detector did not function because no smoke reached the fi:rst
floor. The fire department investigator said that he did not
identify the smoke detector. He said that there was no smoke
detector on the second floor of the home. See exhibit #2 <or a
copy of the investigator's report which includes photogrephs of
the smoke detector.

PRODUCT INFORMATION:

The product is'a utility lighter manufactured by Scripto-Tokai
Corporation, Fontana, California 92337. The brand name is "Aim N
Flame". The product does not have model or serial number nor did
it indicate any type of certification such as UL or AGA. The
product did have caution labels stating that it had gas under

- pressure and etc.. According to the father, the product was
approximately one month old and was in good condition. According
to an analysis conducted on the utility lighter, by an
engineering firm used by the parents homeowner's insurance
company, the product operated as it was intended. The engineer
said the product did not appear to be defective. See exhibit #4
for a copy of the lighter analysis conducted by the engineering
firm. The product was collected as a sample and assigned sample
number 96-830-4174. See Exhibit 5 for a copy of the sample
collection report. v

According to the father, he purchased the product at a Kroger
grocery store in Roswell, Georgia, approximately 1 month prior to
the accident.

STANDARDS INFORMATION:

At the present time CPSC does not have any standards addressing
utility lighters. However, efforts have been made to brirg the

2
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utility lighter under compliance with the labéling reguirements
on cigarette lighters. It is unknown if the product had been
manufactured according to any standards. However, the product
appeared to have the required labeling.

EXHIBITS:

1. Assignment.

2. Copy of Fire Investigator's Report.

3. Copy of Police Report.

4. Copy of Lighter Analysis by Engineering Firm.
5. Copy of Sample Collection Report.
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et (?ﬂz; /4§ - LEVBL 1.- 1 OF 1 STORY

Copyright 15985 The Atlants Censtitution
- The Atlanta Journal and Coastitution

September 23, 1995, Saturday, ALL EDITIONS
SECTION: LOCAL NEWS, Pg. 1C :
LENGTH: 331 words . X?&"p 2928

HREADLINE: Toddler, 3, dias in fire in Roswell:;
Tragedy at home: Pivefighter found child, but boy had snhaled toc much emoka.

BYLINE: Don Plummer; STAFP WRITER '

BODY: ) _

Rogwall Pire Capt. Mike Vickesry sald he zemewbers every fatality in his 3°
years as a firefighter - the nmost receat a 3-ysar-old boy he found Friday
worning lying unconscious under a thick blanket of gmoke.

After carrying the child from his blaging homs in Roswsll's Churchill Meat
-uggsvtoien and handing him to paramedics, Vickery took a moment toc rest and
zeflect. , .

"When I fiyst saw him, he was not breathing and not responsive, * said
Vickery, a full-time DeXalb County firefighter who voluntaers in Roswell in }
r.:lm:: g!!. "He was so covered with smoke I couldn't even tell Sf he was a boy
ag .

The unidentified child, who suffered from smoke inhalatien, was pronouncec

dead at $:30 p.m., according to a Scottish Rite Children's Medical Center
spokeswoman. ,

"It reall . hito home, " Vieke.zy said aftexr hearing of the child's death. *:
h;:gdttweo girle, and it'e like carrying a member of your family when you £i:
) . :

But etanding outside the brick two-optery home Friday ‘masm’.ng'. Vickery sti]
was holding out hope. "I don't know if he will make it or not. I just gachert
him up in my arms and ran straight out of the house."

As other firefighters hauled burnt debris to the driveway and set up fans
push smoke from the house, Vickezry said he pulled off his breathing gear and

*sat under a tree until I could gathe wi
other fivefighters.® gather mysslf with the support of some of the

Lt. Mike Martin, who came straight to the fire from & neatby home where he
wag working a part-time job as an exterminator, waid th Y t
to escape uniajuved with her other two ehud:en. " ® bov's mother was b

Vickery said it took less than 10 minutes to extinguish the blage that beg

when the 3-year-old was playing with a fireplace lighter. But i t
gg;kery 8aid, time seemed to stand still upbo gropgd along th:nzftg: 2:th:§:

Tyl ey O e 5278
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- The Atlanta Journal, September 23, 1957 _

swhen you're enveloped in the smoke ycu don'‘t kave any sense nf time," he
said. "You can't see a foot i(n grent of you."

GRAPHIC: Coler pheto: Pirefighters Mark Dessez (above lef:) and Mike Vickery
waere among the first on the scens. / IOUIB FAVORITE / Staff Color photo: Viek
got the child from his room (below). / LOUIE PAVORITE /‘staft ’

LOAD-DATE: Septembes 24, 1995
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Roswell Fire Department
Fire Investigation Report

Case Number 952093
Incident Date: 092295
Alarm Time: 1045

Day of Week: Friday

Incident Address:uRENERNNwENING A 30075

Property Owner:m
Day Phone #: SN

Night Phone #: Same

Occupant’s Name: Thellilllle Family

Day Phone'_

Night Phone #: Same

Occupant’s'Address: Same as owner
Building Construction Type: Type VIII Unprotected
Fire Origin: Bedroom at corner of bed

Fire Cause: Child playing with butane lighter
FD Notified By: (Gl

Fire Discovered By:Qjjjjjj} children

Day Phone #:

Night Phone #:

Discoverer’s Address:

960626CCC5288
Fvhihit #2



Investigator’s Remarks

The fire was started at the corner of the bed in Bedroom A, (refer to diagrams) by
_ ' -who was playing with a butane lighter. {JjJllf then left Bedroom A
" and went to Bathroom #1. He dropped the lighter in the outer room of Bathroom #1
and locked himself in the inner room of Bathroom #1.

The fire eventually flashed over in Bedroom A and flames extended into the hallway.
Bedroom A’s door was opened at the time of the fire. The fire broke through the
window which allowed heat and smoke to vent to the outside. Smioke layer stains
.were present in the upstairs portion of the structure and had extended down from the
ceiling to within 24 inches to 30 inches of the floor. The smoke itself, however, was
at the floor level when fire fighters entered the second floor level.

The main level of the house received very minor smoke damage and moderate water
damage. The basement level of the house received light water damage and nc smoke
damage. A smoke detector was found in the foyer of the main level. Initial testing at
the scene indicated that the battery may have been dead, however, testing performed
at Fire Headquarters revealed that the smoke detector was in good working order. It
is believed that the smoke never reached the detector in the main level fcyer for
activation to occur. No smoke cCutectors were located on the second floor of the

structure.

Rescue Operation : ‘

Fire fighters entered the second floor level of the structure and performed a. search
and rescue operation under heavy smoke conditions. Capt. Mike Vickery and myself
searched the master bedroom initially and found nothing. We then went to Bedroom
B and noted fire fighters were in the process of searching the room. Vickery went to
Bathroom #1 and yelled that he found a small shoe in the doorway. We entered the
outer room of Bathroom #1 and Vickery yelled that the door leading to the inner room
of Bathroom #1 was locked. I yelled that that was where the child probably was and
told Vickery that I would retrieve a pry bar. I dropped a six foot pike pole I was
carrying and went to the top of the steps in the foyer area to find a pry bar. I found
nothing and returned to Capt. Vickery as he forced the door open with his shoulder.
Vickery yelled that he bad found the child and we exited the structure with the child.
The child was placed on the ambulance stretcher and taken from the scene. As the
child was placed on the stretcher, I noticed that he did not have any clothing on.

Statements obtained by Det. Davis of the Roswell Police Department frorn <JJE
_ siblings confirmed tha_t*had started the fire with the butane. Davis
stated that one of the siblings saw him ignite a dress and part of the bed.

It is my opinion that the cause of the fire was a three year old child, ",
playing with a butane lighter. The child ignited clothing and bedding materials in
Bedroom A and then retreated to Bathroom #1 where he was found by fire fighters.
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Roswell Bureau of Fire Prevention . ' NFIRS Ircident Report

| FDID |Incident/Exp Date -l Day Of Week l Alarm l Arrived. |In Service

06077 952093 00 09/22/95 | [6] Friday 1045 1048 1318
y| Type of Situation Found Type of_Actlon Taken Mutual Aid
[11] Structure Fire [l] Extinguishment (0] None
| Fixed Property Use Ignition Factor
[411] 1- Famlly Dwelling-Year [36] Children with, chilc playing
)| Coxrxect Address Zip Code Censut Tract
30075 114C7
D Occuiant Name l Teleﬁhone l Room/Apt.
?|Owner Name I Owner Address | ephone
j|Method of Alarm From Public | District Shift ' # Alarms
[1] Telephone Direct [3] Station 3 [A] ALL 2
{|4 Fire Service # Engines # Aerial Apparatus # Other Vehicles
Personnel Responded Responded Responded ‘ Responded
31 ‘ 2 0 : 7
(|Injuries Fire Service 1 Other 2 | Fatalities. Fire Service 0 Other 0
J|Complex - | _ Mobile Property Type
[41] Dwelling Complex [8] Not applicable

Area of Origin Equipment Involved In Ignition
{21] Sleeping roocm < 5 people [98] No equipment involved

e e e e e e o o o om e . wn " e s e - e Bm e e e s m Al M Me e e e e MR M M e e em e MmN e e Sn M Me fm o M e e M el e es e me T e e Sn S e e e

.| Form of Heat Ignition Type of Material Ignited|Form of Material Ignited
[46] Lighter - [72] Cotton-Rayon [32] Beddlng, blanket s
[{Method of Extinguishment Level Of Pire Origin | Estimated Loss
[6] Preconnect w/ hydrant/dra|[2] 10-19 feet 60000

- - am e oe e e o o o= = e e e o m e e e = e = e mm M e em e me e e MM s e es e e e T MS ew ke MW SR MR MM SR e e M em e e s e e e e e RS RS SR e e s e e

[{[Number of Stories " .|. Construction Type
[2] Two stories _ [8] Unprotected wood frame
'|Extent of Flame Damage Extent of Smoke Damzge
[6] Structure of origin [6] Structure of origin
'|Detector Performance Sprinkler Performance
[4] Detectors not in room no oper. [8] No equipment
‘1 Type of Mater1a1 Generatlnq/Smoke Avenue Of Smoke Travel
[72] Cotton/Rayon [2] Corridor

——-.—--_....-—--—-——.—.—-___.—_.—---------—-————-———-——_——.——_-—_-.._.._._.-.._—-—————-.-——

—_—.._-__——_—--_———--._—__.—.-...—‘..-.......__..---.-—-—-————-—.-———-—-—..-..-.......--.......-—-—-——--

MemberlMaklng Report: B. DOBQON ‘

'j—,:,,-'ij-,-f‘-fﬂ;-fe'-,e,¥'- 960626CCC528 8
00 Exhibit #2
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Roswell Bureau of Fire Prevention " NFZRS Ircident Report
. » Continued

|FDID |Incident/Exp Date l Address
06077 952093 0 09/22/95

e am v i v m m . om e ae - em en e e e % e e e mm hm o= Sm e e e e m S S0 M WP M e S m SR Ge = fe T e e T M e e e et e % R M e e e e e R e e e e e e e

e am o e e em em e e e e he e tm mm e e Em Wm e e e e e G e S ea e S e Se G e S hm e TR M GB Se M e M M M e e e e e L R e e Ae ee e M e e R e e e ma ee S e e e e

El, E3, A/L1, R1, 201, 202, 203 RESPONDED TO A HOUSE FIRE AT
223 ARRIVED AT 10:48 HRS AND ESTABLISHED
CHURCHILL COMMAND AND FOUND A 2 STORY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE
WITH HEAVY SMOKE SHOWING. THE MOTHER STATED THAT HER 3 YR OLD
CHILD WAS TRAPPED ON THE 2ND FLOOR. E1, R1, 203 ARRIVED AT
10:52 {RS. 203 CALLED FOR AN SIG 4 TO RESPOND. E1 DROPPED
2 1-3/4" ON A Y TO THE FRONT DOOR AND OBTAINED A POSITIVE WATER
SUPPLY. 211, 223, AND 230 ENTERED THE HOUSE W/ AN 1-3/4" TO
THE 2ND FLOOR TO CONDUCT. A SEARCH. HEAVY SMOKE AND HEAT
CONDITIONS WERE ENCOUNTERED ON THE 2ND FLOOR. THE SEARCH WAS
BEING CONDUCTED WHEN THE FIRE WAS LOCATED IN AN UFSTAIRS
BEDROOM. 215 AND 303 ENTERED TO HELP W/ THE SEARCH AND LOCATED
THE CHILD IN AN UPSTAIRS BATHROOM W/ THE DOOR LOCKED.  THE
CHILD WAS LOCATED AND REMOVED AT 11:03 HRS. THE CHILD WAS
TURNED OVER TO NORTH FULTON 118 FOR TRANSPORTATION TO NFER.
THE FIRE WAS BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL AT 11:05 HRS. SEE ATTACHED.
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201 Car 201, Roswell 202 Car 202, Roswell’

203 Car 203, Roswell A/Ll1 Air & Light 1, Roswell
El Engine 1, Roswell E3 Engine 3, Roswell

R1 Rescue 1, Roswell :
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Flag Categories .
(01 ] STATION 1 - [10 ] ARSON INVESTI(:ATOR MNMOTIFIED
-[30 ] MAJOR FIRE ~[50 ] CHAPLAIN CONTACTED
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Incident Data

Incident ~ Exp Date Location \
552005 0 09/22/95 SN

Company/Unlt Alarm On Scene In Service Incident End
COMPANY 1 1045 1045 1318 1318
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Initial Report/Assignment
303, 305 WERE CALLhD TO INVESTIGATE. OVERHEAUL WAS
COMPLETED AND THE SCENE WAS TURNED OVER TO 303 FOR FURTHER .
INVESTIGATION. SEE 303’S REPORT FOR SPECIFIC INFO ON -

DRAWING OF UPSTAIRS AND LOCATION OF CHILD.
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Y% 295 /R\l Front Entrance , Bedroom
= AOV
m L oyer : |
| -ma.u Bedroom SRR BEEaRAPEC
S 4 Amv | R
WA . A Bath #1
5 _ T
S | ,
S
> S
T T
m B | I .......
S < 1 8O |38 v .
Sy < | O Bedroom :.:|  Living Room
=M (A) Open to 2nd Floor

B Origin of Fire in Bedroom (A)
r..>1mm where victim was found in Bath #1 \
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092295

96

* Bedroom (A)

. Note: All dimensions are in inches.

24D

Fire Origin

’

Bed

Crib

168

156
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Bedroom

Closet

v Bedroom

HON

Note: All dimensions are in feet.

i

092295
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64-1/2"—

._.N:

O

54-1/2"—

28"

Bath room #1
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092295

Bathroom #1 ||

‘Location of liahter

—a7 gl |
42—t

Wall A used as horizontal Raseline
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Bathroom #1

/.
Lighter

The _umﬁ_\_wooi hallway door was open.

Yictim

The second bathroom door was closed & locked.

The victim was found wm.z_\i the second door.
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P.1/9

JUL 83 ’96 11:00 RPD/IDUNIT 770.648,4277 - _
" T. Edwin Williams W.L. Mabey
Chizf Of Police Mayor

A3
O

Roswell Police Department
FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

To:_JERRM  Busrens From:-Sor K.L” Bewua

Location: - : Location: C.7I..D
SFETY Communaa

Fax Number:(310) 923-809  Fax Number{11e) o 4411

Total Pages including this cover page: 9

Date: DI10L

Special Instructions:

I WDEES RN \NC L 2 L ("

@
]

. Warnihg

w«um«mmmmm\gnmamm reciplent, you are hereby notified
uwﬁmmumumwnmammhmm. If yau have receivad this
WMW.mmmmmmwmwmummmmnum
mmmu.s.wsm. memwmmmmmmbmwl«mmﬂh&

rfynuawmmumumum.maunMMaumam;m.

39 Hill Street  Roswell, Georgia 30075 ,
(770) 640-4100 / FAX (770) 640-4170 |
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. JUL 83 ’96 11:88 RPD/IDUNIT/770/648/4277 P.2/9

O O

0095029831 .

DET. DAViS is closing the above listed case as exce;i':ionally
cleared. Investigation reveals that the three year 0ld victim
was playing with a butane lighter in his bedroom which resulted

in fire within the residence. The three year OIdM

locked himself inside a bathroom and could not be lodated. by his
mother. <« /JNMNRPS- wvas located by Fire and Rescue perﬁ;onnél
and found to be unconscious and not breathing. S was;

treated at North Fulton Hospital and transferred to Scottish Rite

Hospital. (SEMENRNNG2= pronounced dead at 5:30 p.m.i._ on

9-22-95, thé same day as the incident. Fulton County Medical
Examiners office advised SN dicd as a result of smoke

inhalation.

| " DET. DAVIS reqﬁested & report from Fulton County Medical
Examiners office which has not been received as of October 17,
1995.

DET. F. DAVIS 10-17-95 @

GLJ 10-17-93
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JUL B3 ’S6 11:90 RPD/IDUNIT/770,640-/4277 P.3/9

" K WELL POLICE DEPARTMENT)

INCIDENT REPORT ,_)‘\ S
{CASE NUMBER: o ) AGENCY ID: GA0600500
:mcz'nm DATE /922 9¢ TIME [ou§.. 10 DATE TIME
mcmsm' TYPE __Siwveruac Frae coog 9633 ATTEMPT/___ COMMITTED

INCIDENT LOCATION 4 APT#H ‘een.. SUITE#

LOCATION TYPE _g}_ ENTRY —— ALCOHOL =~ DRUGS — DRUG TYPE ——- COMPUTERS .-

—

BIAS MOTIVATION — CRIMINAL ACTIVITY " WERPON TYPES

coMEL X NAME(L, F, M) m DOB _y~e__ SSA

VICT ___ ADDRESS CITY _ Loy wicre STATE Q:\— ZIp 2.0 e
HOME PHONE __ ywe WORK puom: ‘ OCCUPATION Avoiec
EMPLOYER __ alowg ADDRESS RACE &J SEX € _
vier X NAME(L,F,M) ' DOB _ymw.  SSH ara
WiT wnasssl CITY _f20} /e« _ STATE (nq2IP 30< 3y
ARREST __ HOME PHONE  — WORK PHONE — OCCUBATION
suse __ EMPLOYER ADDRESS RACE ¢/ SEX mm_
>N ___ CHARGE #1 ‘ CODE SECTION _ ~—m COUNTS
..P. CHARGE #2 : CODE SECTION __ -— COUNTSs
ACE __ BUILD __ EYES ___ HAIR __ COMPL. __ HGT ___ WeT ___ ALIAS
viST ___ NAME(L,F,M) ' . < ' DOB _  ss#
s:7 __ . RDDRESS cITy STATE __ zIP
ssaEsT _  HOME PHONE WORK PHONE OCCUPATION ‘ \
52 EMPLOYER - ADDRESS RACE SEX _ .
N ___ CHARGE #1 ' CODE SECTION _ - COUNTS
-e. __ CHARGE 2 , CODE SECTION _ -— COUNTS __
AGE __ BUILD ___ EYES ___ HAIR ___ COMPL. .  HGT WGT ALIAS
IeT ___  NAME(L,F,M) DOB —_ Ss#
“IT ADDRESS : CITY STATE ___ zIP
"RREST __ HOME PHONE WORK PHONE OCCUPATION
USP ___ EMPLOYER ' ADDRESS RACE ____ SEX _
N ___.  CHARGE #1 __ CODE SECTION __ . COUNTS
.p. __ CHARGE #2 ~ ‘ ' CODE SECTION __ ... COUNTS __
RGE __ BUILD _ EYES ___ HAIR __ COMPL. ___ HGT ___ WGT ___ ALIAS
———
_ VICTIM INFORMATION
JICTIM TYPE L. . RESIDENCE TYPE 1 __ __ RESIDENCE sTaTUS B __ __ REIAT TO OFF~ __ _

*INJURY EXTENT _ __ _ INJURY TYPE e Asswx.'r/uouxcme cxncuusrmcs -
TUST HOMICIDE . __ __ DOMESTIC VIOLENCE _ __ _ AGE CODE q

—— -

om—

. MISSING PERSON INFORMATION
{ISS PER. CODE - MISS PER. TYPE FOUL PLAY MISS PREV. RECOV. INFO.

ADDITIONAL REPORTS: PROPERTY/VEHICLE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTORS ADD. FRONT PAGE
: : M.O. STATEMENTS ADD. NARRATIVE PAGE

EPORTING OFFICER SIGNATURE AA
“PPROVING SUPERVISOR SIGNATURE

‘ozm RPDO39

RADIO # DATE Q. ‘
ATE 032257

DATE
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On Friday, September 22, 1995, at approximately 11:35 a.m., '
DET. DAVIS was requested to respond to “Lane
reference a structure fire. |

DET. DAVIS responded to the location and observed the
-location to be a two story brick house. Fire Department
personnel were on the scene. DET. DAVIS entered the residence
through the front door and went up the stairs to thea upstairs.
Located upstairs are three bedrooms, a laundry room and two
bathrooms. The origin of the fire appears to be in the bedroom
located at the top of the stairs. The bedroom sustained heavy
burn damage. A baby bed fraxﬁe and box springs for a twin size
bed could be distinquished ms having been in the room. This room
was identified asemuMJNNNE®s room. The fire had spread into
the hallway outsidé-s room. The upstairs sustained heavy
smoke, soot and water damage. ‘

DET. DAVIS was advised by TONY PAPOUTSIS with Roswell Fire
Department that he and MIKE VICKERY entered the residence and
were searching for W who was reporteci by the mc»ther
to be still in the house. TONY and MIKE located “, wto is a
male child of two years, in the upstairs bathroom located cff the
'hallway. The bathroom has a door off the hallway that was
standing open. The bathroom then has a door inside ‘that was
closed and locked from the inside. This door separated the tub
and toilet area from the sink and mirror area. ‘was on the
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floor behind the locked door. 2n outline of the locatiorn of
*s leg'could be seen in the scot on the floor. TONY
advised that 4SS vas not breathing at the time he was located.
’was not wearing any clothing. Located_ on the floor in the
bathroom in front of the sink and mirror was a red and black
‘butane lighter approximately seven inches long.
The Fire Department gathered the lighter as evidence and
‘measured the upstairs for a drawing of the scene.
DET. DAVIS spoke to Roswell Volunteer Fireman MICHAEl, MARTIN
who advised that upon his arrival he located _ inside

the residence in the kitchen. %ﬂ was looking for
oE® MIcHAEL MARTIN advisea JEIPE to go out of the

house.

I.D. DATA: (Victim juvenile) il

(Mother) .
] 5

Roswell Fire Department
TONY PAPOUTIS

-39 Hill Street

Roswell, GA 30076

Roswell Fire Department
MICHAEL MARTIN

39 Hill Street

Roswell, GA 30076

DET. F. DAVIS 9-22-95 *.
GLY , 9-26-95/V
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On Friday, September 22, .1995, at approximately 12:19 p.m.,
'DET. DAVIS met withwillNMNRGRMEN: (7 yrs.) and AR -
Yrs.). The two juveniles were at Miilawresidence at 53¢
Meadowland Court. The two juveniles advised DET. DAVIS that they
were in their room playing with Barbie dolls. ‘observed
- TAYLCR to "fireillR:s favorite dress and fire the carpet" in
his room. SRR stated that.,was playing with a "fire
thing". DET. DAVIS asked what color was the fire thing and both
juveniles stated it was red and black. “ said that “Dad
bought it at Kroger". DET. DAVIS asked where the “fire thing"
was usually kept. The juveniles stated that it was in a 2abinet
in mom and dad's room next to the bed. SNy 5253 that she
went to tell her mom “fire, fire". " s2id her mother was
in ﬁer bedroom on the telephone and she said for her and‘

to go tot he garage. _and “ went to the garage.
S s2ic her mother was calling and looking for

I.D. DATA: I. D. DATA: MARLEY NELSON (7 ¥rs.)
1025 Churchill Lane
Roswell, GA 30075

MIKELLE NELSON (S ¥YIrs.)
1025 Churchill Lane
Roswell, GA 30075

DET. F. DAVIS 9-22-95 %D,
GLJ 9-26-95

p
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On Friday, September 22, 1995, at approximately 3:30¢ p.m.,
DET. DAVIS went to Scottish Rite Hospital to the Icy waiting

room. DET. DAVIS was advised that s ana SR vere

inside with” and that they had just been givem the news

that iR was brain dead. The fémily was waiting for all
“ brothers and sisters to arrive to say goodbye before he
~ was taken off life support.

DET. F. DAVIS 9-22-95 X
GLJ 9-26-95

960626CCC5288
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On Fridaj, September 22, 1995, at approximately S5:46 p-m.,

DET. DAVIS received a page from INV. TOUVLIN of the Fulton County
Medical Examiners office. Investigator TOUVLIN advised that
H was pronounced dead at 5:30 p.m., on 9-22-95 by DR.
KEYES. DET. DAVIS advised INV. TOUVLIN of the :Lnformaticm
gathered at the incident location.
I.D. DATA: Fulton County Medical Examiners Office

MICHAEL TOUVLIN

- 50 Coca Cola Place
Atlanta, Ga 30303
740-4414

DET. F. DAVIS 9-22-95%V.
9-26- 95,,
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955 Hurricane Shoals Road, Suite 102
l.awrenceville, Georgia 30243
404 339-7672 1 800 743-7672 Fax 404 339-1876

October 30, 1995

Ms. Ann Tucker

Prudential Insurance Company
P.O. Box 104004

Atlanta, GA 30348

Re: File Review - Lighter Analysis
. Insured:

, Georgila
Date of Loss: September 22, 1995
Prudential File No. 20P12591
S.E.A. Contract No. 209630

Dear Ms. Tucker: .

In accordance with your September 26, 1995 request, an
investigation into the aforementioned matter has besn
conducted.

Specifically, S.E.A. was requested to analyze the lighter
which was reportedly used by the child at the

residence. S.E.A. was also requested to contact the fire
department and review their documentation and photographs' to
determine the validity of the fire department report
concerning the events which took place on September 22, 1995
at the Nelson residence.

S.E.A. Fire Investigator David H. Smith, C.F.I., visited the
City of Roswell Fire Department on September 26, 1995 and
met with Investigator/Lieutenant Tony Popatus. Investigator
Popatus is the investigating officer concernirg this matter,
and he also responded to the fire call and participated in
the search and rescue attempt of the juvenile involvad in
this matter.

Lt. Popatus stated that on Friday, September 22, 1995, at
10:45 hours. Roswell Bureau of Fire Prevention received an
alarm of a structure fire and 1025 Churchill Lane at the
residence of Bruce Nelson. Upon arrival to the scene at
10:48 a.m., they discovered a two-story residential
structure with heavy smoke showing. Upon arrival, the

’
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mother stated that her three-year-old child was tragped on
the second floor. Fire fighters entered the house «ith

1 3/4" hoses to attempt a rescue on the second floor. Upon
reaching the second floor, fire fighters were met with heavy
smoke and heat conditions. The fire was located in an
upstairs bedroom, and while two fire fighters were
extinguishing the flames, two other fire fighters ccntinued
the search of the upstairs bedrooms. The child was located
and removed from the structure at 11:03 hours. The child
was discovered in an upstairs bathroom, and it should be
noted that the door to the bathroom was in the locked
positioni when they discovered the child. Investigator
Popatus is one of the two fire fighters who discovered the
child and, upon finding him, they rushed him outsids into
the ambulance which was awaiting the patient. ‘

The DHR Trip Dispatch form, which is included in this
report, states that the child had no respirations and no
blood pressure at first. He did have a pulse of
approximately five to ten beats per minute. &advancad
cardiac life care procedures were initiated and CPR was
conducted. The patient was taken to North Fulton Rsgional
Hospital via ambulance.

A review of the photoggaphs which Lt. Popatus had taken of
.the fire-damaged structure revealed the fire originated at
the edge of the bed in one of the children’s upstairs
bedroom. The burn patterns exhibited in the room are easily
read and no suspicious activity was noted to indicate that
anything other than what the fire department indicated had
occurred. '

The playmate who was with the child at the time of the fire
has been interviewed by Investigator Francis Davis of the
Roswell City Police Department and the playmate’s stories
coincide with the physical findings of the fire-damage
scene. The playmate stated they were playing with <he
lighter, and they were sitting at the edge of the bed, when
the lighter ignited some of the material that was covering
the bed. The playmate ran outside the room and notified the
mother, who in turn called the fire department and attempted
to search for her son.

As indicated on the enclosed diagram, the fire originated in
the area shown by the red square in bedroom "2". The victim
was discovered in a face-down position in bathroom #1. The
door to bathroom #1 was locked. It was most probable that
the child became confused in the smoke-charged atmosphere
and exited bedroom "A", made a right-hand turn into the back
portion of the second floor and became disoriented as to
direction. As children will often do, he attempted to hide
from the fire, which explains why the door is in the locked
position.

96(0626CCC5288
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The lighter was obtained from Investigator Popatus and taken
to S.E.A.’s Lawrenceville, Georgia facility for further
examination. The lighter was identified as a Scripto-Tokai
model butane lighter which is commonly used utilized to
ignite fireplaces or grills. This is not the average type
lighter that would be used to light cigarettes. This
lighter has a flame adjustment level as well as a trigger
starter. The flame will vary in height from 1/2" ‘to over
3. Upon receipt of the lighter, it was only slightly smoke
stained and still operated as designed. The lighter was lit
numerous times in various positions to determine if -here
had been any type of leak in the butane or if it was
malfunctioning in any way. No malfunctions were noted.

A search of all available records on this particular brand
of lighter failed to reveal any recalls or warnings
regarding the operation of this lighter.

In conclusion, as of the date of this report, it is the
opinion of S.E.A., Inc. that the fire originated in the
upstairs portion of the dwelling in the children’s badroom
in the vicinity marked by the red square on the diagram. It
is also the opinion of S.E.A. that the fire was initiated by
a juvenile playing with the lighter. Examination of the
lighter, to date, reveals that it is not damaged and is not
malfunctioning. '

Tf we can be of further assistance in this matter or any
other matter, please do not hesitate to contact this office
at your earliest convenience. '

Investigation Performed Report Reviewed By:and
exr 3

Report Preparff By:

David Smi “F.I.
Fire Investigator

GCary J. Venz
Senior Fire Investigator

J. Robert Lauman
Manager - Atlanta

vh/B19
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- , U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
- ' SAMPLE COLLECTION REPORT
1. Sample Flag 2. Date Collected | 3. Sample Type and Number: 96-830-4174
e 7/2/96 @ Physical (O Documentary
4a Product Name 4b Model 4c NEISS 5. Assignment Number
UTILITY LIGHTER AIM N FLAME 1247
6. Complete for Import Samples 7. MIS 8. Hours Activity
Port of Entry: : 32626 Travel 1
g::;m?;?:gi:e: . 9a Home RO 9b Collecting RO
Customs Contact: FOWR FOCR
10. Sample Cost 11. Invoice Value of Lot 12. Size of Lot Units
$0.00 , - unt
13. Manufacturer/importer # SCR012 (14. Shipper/Foreign Manufacturer 18. Dealer/imgort Broker#
SCRIPTO-TOKAI CORP. UNK o S.E.A.,, INC
: , 955 HURRICANE SHOAL RD.
FONTANA, CA 92337 ' LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30243
6. Supporting documents attached:
Invoice No. and Date: —— NOTAVAILABLE Date Shipped:
Shipping Record and Date: _NOT AVAILABLFE

Affidavit Signer's name, title and date: NOT APPLICABLE
17. Product Identification:

Sample consists of 1 ea.. utilitv liahter which has a red handle &

black barrel. The barrel has an embossed label which reads:"Aim n

Flame"”. The red handle has a stick on label with white letterina which

8. Reason for collection/analysis needed: (O FHSA @ CPSA (O FFA Opppa. O RsA
F/U to IDI960626CCC5288 involved as _ignition source house fire.

19. Summary of Field Screening:

.None

ro. Sample size/Method of Collection:

"Sample consists of one each utilitv lighter which was the souirce for
ignition of house fire (IDI960626CCC5288). The sample was prov:ided to
CPSC investigator bv a certified fire investigator emploved bv S.E.A.,

21. Identification on sample: 22, ldentification on seal and date: : .
" 96-830-4174 ETR 7/2/96  "|"96-830-4174 E. Temy Rushton 7/2/96
23a Sample delivered to: 23b Date | 24. Report/Record Sent to:

FEDEX ATL., GA 7/2/96 FOWR
26. Remarks:

Attachments:

1. copv of assianment
2. coov of engineer report

27. Related Samples: none /;

28a Collector's nameltitie: zabéo:le\cfr's sign?re%“\
E. Terry Rushton Resident Investigaor ) Lizv~] fs

29a Reviewer's nameltitle: ‘ | 29b Reviewer's Signature/date:

96»9’626CCC5288
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. CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVES FOR SAMPLE # 96-830-4174

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

reads as follows:"WARNING:***DANGER~:LIGHTER CONTAINS BUTANE GAS UNDER
PRESSURE. ***SCRIPTO-TOKAI CORPORATION, FONTANA, CA. 92337 MADE IN
MEXICO." Handle has scotch tape around handle to hold switches in
position thev were in when the lighter was found bv fire investigator.

METHOD OF COLLECTION

Inc.a private endgineering lab hired bv viétim's insurance cornpany.
Sample ID'd as in blk #21, sealed in plastic baq as in blk #22, and
packaged for shipment to CCA attn: Kate Wallace."

REMARKS

3. receipt for sample
4. photographs

960626CCC5288
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Photo #1 This is a view of the product involved in the accident.
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Photo #2 This is a close-up of the sample number Also, vou can
see the trigger 1gn1t10n system.

960626CCC5288
96-830-4174 07/02/96 ETR
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Photo #3 This is a view showing the placement of the warning
labels.

v DARGERIUARTER:,
7™ AMMABLE. Oonus §
- opersture

Photo #4 This is a close up of the warning label. The tape
-which is around the handle was placed there by the
engineer to hold the on off switch in the location it

was found in.
' - 960626CCC5288
96-830-4174 07/02/96 ETR
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Photo #5 This is another view of the on off switch and trigger

ignition system. Also you can see the brand name em-
bossed on the barrell.

Photo #6 This is a view of the flame adjustment switch.

960626CCC5288
96-830-4174 07/02/96 ETR
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