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NOTE:

The information contained in this report, was provided
during a telephone interview with the South Plainfie!d Police
Detective, who was in charge of this investigation. He reported
that copies of the records of this accident are protected under
some "County Laws", and the report is not subject to disclosure to
any agency or persons.

A copy of the South Plainfield Fire Department report was
also requested, however the Fire Department Officer in charge of
the record's department, signed our Certified Mail Return Receipt,
but the document has not yet been received. When the Chief Fire
Department Officer was contacted, I was also informed that the
records of this accident are confidential and protected under
county laws, and that the copies of the reports are not subject to
be disclosed. [See Exhibit No. 2].

When the Borough of South Plainfield District Attorney was
contacted, I was informed that this accident is under
investigation, and will likely result in a criminal prosecution.
Therefore, it is inappropriate to release copies of the accident
reports, unless USCPSC provides the appropriate court order.
(Subpoena). [See Exhibit No. 1]. . ;

Additional information was summarized from the copy of the
newspaper clipping attached to the assignment'svdocuments.

PRE-ACCIDENT:

The investigation revealed, that a four year old male
resides with his grandmother and three other children, on a two-
family house in South Plainfield Township, New Jersey, where the
accident occurred.

The South Plainfield Detective in charge of the
investigation, reported that during his investigation, tie child
appeared to be in good health, and was observed to have no major
physical or mental disabilities. :

He also reported that the child is a very healthy grown boy,
and at the time of the accident, he was not taking any medi-ations,
nor was alcohol, drugs or any environmental condition, factors that
.contributed to this accident.
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The Borough of South Plainfield District Attorney, and the
Chief Fire Department were interviewed by phone. However, neither
the District Attorney, nor the Chief Fire Department provided
additional information about what happened before, during, and
after the accident. ' . B ,

ACCIDENT:

The accident was not observed, but reportedly, on January
13, 1997, at approximately 1500 hours, the child returned home with

f hex grandmother and other children. Then, the four year®” old boy

began to play with a fireplace lighter and set papers on fire in
two different places in the house. '

POST-ACCIDENT:

The Investigator reported, and the newspaper clipping
indicated that at that time, the children's grandmother smelled
smoke in the house, and started screaming and surching all the
house. Then, she immediately went to one of her son's bedroom and
awoke him. Reportedly, the children's grandmother called 911 and at
1530 hours she reported the fire. She also alerted the other
residents in the building about the fire. At this time, all the
residents of the two-family house immediately ran downstairs and
exited the building.

Reportedly, the local firefighters were notified of the
resultant fire and responded. The firefighters entered the building
and extinguished the fire. . : '

According to the South Plainfield Police Deteczive, an
estimate of damages to the property had not yet been received. No
personal injuries were sustained during the accident.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

According to the South Plainfield Police Detective, the
unknown brand fireplace lighter was collected as a piece of
evidence by the Borough of South Plainfield District Attorney’'s
Office. Reportedly, the lighter involved in this accident is locked
in the DA's office evidence room, and could not be identified by

‘the official.
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: Copies of the South Plainfield Police and Fire Department
reports were requested, but were denied to the Commissioa. I was
informed that, these records are protected under county laws, and
are not subject to disclose to any agency unless, a court order is
provided to the District Attorney's office.

EXHIBIT:

1. Borough of South Plainfield District Attorney's statement
declining our petition to obtain copies of the official
reports. :

2. Copy of the signed Domestic Return Receipts reqnesting
copies of the South Plainfield Police and Fire Department
accident reports. .
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STATUS OF MISSING DOCUMENT

The purpose of this record is to notify the reader fthat the
following document (s), which is/are missing from this repcrt, will
not be collected.

1. South Plainfield Fire Department Report
2. South Plainfield Police Accident Investigation Report
3.

The investigator indicates in the report that he/she requested a
copy of the above listed document(s), but the document(s) was/were
not yet available when the investigation report was completed. The
investigator intended to forward the document (s) for attachment to
this report when the requested material was obtained.

The investigator has made numerous attempts, since the original
request, to collect a copy of the requested document(s) but has not
been successful. Because of the problems associated with the
collection of this ' material and our limited investigation
resources, no additional efforts will be made to collect the
missing document (s).

We apologize for any inconvenience that the missing data may cause
you.

Date: 2/18/97__ Investigator Nc.: 3933

Regional Office: FOEK ~ Supervisor No.: EJ Y2
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ATTORNEY AT LAW : whibve Nos P
P.O. BOX 736 e
2443 PLAINFIELD AVENUE ' }
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080 : q \’ < e
PHONE: (908)753-7200  FAX: (908)753-4599 e ). e -

February 14, 1997

Joseph M. Graziani, Field Investigator
"U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
6 World Trade Center

Third Floor, Room 360

New York, New York 10048

RE: Borough of South Plainfield
Dear Mr. Graziani:

I am the Borough Attorney for South Plainfield. Reference is made to your letter dated February
11, 1997. As said incident will likely result in criminal prosecution it is inappropriate to release the
requested documentation without issuance of a subpoena. Therefore it is requested that you
provide me with the appropriate subpoena and the information will then be forwarded to your
attention.

Very truly youn;,
e *
%/

. De//gnan, Ir.

VBat <
PID/dg
cc: South Plainfield Bureau of Fire Prevention

C:\WINWORD\USSAFETY.DOC\2/14/97

«/“%/g
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‘Boy uses ligiTteT\\

HOME NEWS & TRIBUNE

. EAST BRUNSHWICK, NJ
DAILY 88,000

WEDNESDAY
JAN 15 1997

New Jersey Cugmé Service

268 _ el
eesld
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starts house fire\

y MICHELLE SAHN
:girrvvnrrsa E;’ 20 tﬁ:\_‘)
Al-yar—oldSmﬁtlh;pPll:.e;qﬁeluhdboy
playing with a i
daﬁedablazeihhishmse,ﬁof-
The Monday afiernoon fire at
277 South Plainfield Ave: was

shrtedbytheboy.whosetpapm
aﬁ_r;, Fire Official John Cotonr' e
said. :

On Monday, firefighters said
they believed the boy’s grand-
mother came home, smelled

: smoke and

awoke her son,

| PLAINFIELD  saving him'from
s  the flames.

. Yesterday,
however, officials said that the fire
began after the grandmother and
the 4-year-old returned from pick-
ing ot:‘p another child at school.

ce they returned, the boy
began to play with the lighter and
ect papers on fire in two different

places, Cotone said.

. That's when the grandmother
smelled smoke, awoke her son,
and the family fled the house.

No one was injured, officials

_ said,

. The fire began in an office area
ofthehomearound3:30p.m.and

.utes, officials said, .

structural damage, Cotone said.

There was smoke and water dam- .

age, he said.

The house is habitable, l.xoweve"r: ,

t,hefzmilyofﬁveplannedtostiy

-with relatives last night, he said,

The Bureau of Fire Prevention

"‘plans to discuss fire safety with the

4-year-old oy, Cotone said. <

i Ng71- 4&7 A9 !



Investigation Report - Analyst's Comments

Task No. QW’)V)‘?&C'faZ? ha Regional Office _A/VC4
Product Code /67£//7?7 Investigator ID PIIC
Category &?Afﬂ/{fo?/ 977 - Hours Reported .(ﬁd/ao- B

Comments —n/&/ /aaﬂcgﬂo})/_ @/’ Be Fhst Ticsped”
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1f you believe the identified deficiencies require contacting
investigator/victim and requesting further in ormation, please
check the box and sign here. . :

]

Signature
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T T {ESERO. N 2 INVEST. ID 3. OFFICE EPIDEMIOLOGIC
F70211CCCT367 {81[11[31[3] |[8[31[0] INVESTIGATION
L ) ) _REPORT
4. DATE OF ACCIDENT 5-DATE INVEST. INITIATED
YR MON.  pay YR. MO DAY
091071 [0][1] [0][6] [9107] [01[2] [2][7] . (1209 o

6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

A three year old child started a fire using a fireplace lighter, He ignited bed clothes. A six year old child,
sleeping in the bed, received second degree burns to the right side of her body.

8. CITY

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES

7. LOCATION (HOME, SCHOOL, ETC) 9. STATE
:Home :Cincinnati :Ohio -
[1] [0] . [O] [H]
10 A FIRST PRODUCT 11.A. BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER AND ADDRESS
Cigarette Lighter
: ‘ Unknown
[1][6][0][4]
10 B. SECOND PRODUCT 11.B. BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURE R AND ADDHESS
:Bed Clothes ) '
: Unknown e
[4][0][0][2]
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE | 14, DISPOSTTION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
: MALE -1 [2] :Hospitalized :Burns
FEMALE -2 -

[0][0]1[6] | 4] [51[1]
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENTS (MOTHER FRIEND) | 18, TYPE INVESTIGATION 19, TIME SPENT
:Trunk : :Fire Chief ELEpton: 2

[81[4] 131 | omeros (27 |L118].10]
‘ ' Ir[ ][0].[0]
20 ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22 REVIEWED BY
sWritten report :Internet-Fire Dept. Mo DAY
[2] i1 | 13 t/1e)s [ﬁ[ﬂ WIS EyIA

(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSCMAY DISCLOSEMY NAME[ ]  CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME. [NN]
25/ REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW  DATE
34 NARRATIVE cpoh b g Ry =
— DT - T ey
o

CPSC FORM NO. 182 REVISED 10/85

APPROVED FOR USE THROUGH 5/3 l/94k OMB NO. 3)-11-0029
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SYNOPSIS

A three year old child started a fire using a fireplace lighter. He ignited bed clothes, A six year old
child, sleeping in the bed, received second degree burns to the right side of her body. ‘

PRE-ACCIDENT

Two children were put to sleep in a bedroom of the home. A three year old boy apparently did not
80 to sleep and left the bedroom. He went into the family room where there was a fireplace. He
obtained a fireplace/grille type lighter from the hearth area of the fireplace. He returned to the
bedroom. :

The child is a normally active child and has no prior history of starting fires His parents did not
notice him take the lighter. y '

The lighter was képt at nearly floor level on the hearth. It did have a locking switch. It is not
known if it was placed in a locked position after its last use.

ACCIDENT

The three year old managed to light the unit. He ignited sheets and blankets of the bed where his
six year old sister was sleeping. The six year old child was awakened when she was burned by the
fire. Her screams alerted the adults in the home, The children were removed from the home and
the fire department was called. '

POST ACCIDENT

The fire investigator confirmed that the child had been playing with the lighter. The lighter was
melted in the fire. The fire destroyed the bedroom of origin and caused $8000 damage. All
damage was in the bedroom.

The six year old girl was burned on the right side of her body. The burns were second degree.
They extended from her knee to her armpit. '

- PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION .

The lighter was the type that is approximately 8 inches long. It had a thumb actuated switch. This
switch when pushed actuates the gas flow and provides a spark. The unit can be locked by sliding
a locking switch. This locking switch does not allow the ignition switch to move. The lighter was
melted in the fire and the manufacturer name, model number or serial' number coud not be
determined by the fire department. The lighter was discarded.
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The bed clothes were typical cotton or cotton/polyester blend. No information was available on
the source or manufacturer. They were destroyed in the fire.

PERSONS INTERVIEWED

The run report was not obtained since it would provide no additional information. The internet
report which generated this assignment is the only other information on this incident and should
be kept with this report. I spoke with the fire chief who was on the scene and investigated the fire.
He provided additional information that was not in the available reports.
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" iitp:/ixp8.dejanews.com/getdocap?r...p18 CONTEXT=855811248.926 1 Shtrum=18

Content-Type: taxt/plain; charsetaUS-ASCIX

Precedence: . bulk

xonlweooeuo:-Vmi.on. 7.2(a) =~ ListProcessor by m
Wime-Version: 1.0 _

Reply-To: rm-ucemll edu

" Bewsgroups: bit.listserv.fire-L
X-Ph: . Vv4¢.18cornell .edu {Coznell lod.i.!ied)
x-lgilo:: ExpressNet/SMTP v1.1.5

Good evening, this is District 2 Pize Chief Glenn Coleman, c:l.ncj.rmati
¥iye Division, it is 1/7/97 at 0:30
occurred on 1/6/97 at 11:07pm at’ in the
neighborhood. - Initial reports said that there were children injured
while units responded to the scene. . Upon arrival, companies fourd

. heavy fire and smoke on the first floor of this 2 story frame single

family dwelling. A Cincinnati Police Sergeant, Russ Neville of Folice
District 1 on his way home from work heard the dispatch and stopped

at the fire. Sergeant Neville assisted the occupants from the.front of

the home and placed them in his vehicle until Fire Rescue equipment

. arrived. Fire Fighters quickly brought the blaze under control and

confined the fire to the. 'Eront first floor bedroam.
: "

a 6 yea: old girl, was asleep in the fire :oom and
suffered second degree burns to her right side from her knee to her
armpit. ‘The fire was started by a 3 year old playing with a fireplace
lightezr. He ignited the bed clothes where&ww

was taken to Children's Hospital by Pire Division Paramedic -

" Rescue Unit. 2 engine cos., 2 ladder cos., 1 paramedic unit, and

District 2 ‘Pire Chief were used to ext:.ngu;sh this fize. Cause¢ was the
all too of:en cause of a child with 2 lighter. Damage was set at $8000.

For any additional information, contact District 2 !'i:e Chief Glenn

" _Coleman at 352-2322.

R34 §A? v 7P
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Mike Kroeger’

Michael  G. Kroeger, District Chief
Cincinnati Piyre Division, Risk Hanagez

" 430 Central Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2 642 4

on a one alarm f£ire that

Artlcle 17 of 643
" subject:  ° CED media releasa ' g 'x?‘il-z 0359
- From: . . Mike G. Kz oaotuec.ln.ge:) ] :
Date: T -1997/01/07 ) '
‘Message-Id: <20441095.ensmtplpol.com>
Sendex: =  owner-FIRR-lfcornall.edn
mﬁ: RZIJIZIIIT2 2T 2] *"'b‘..".Q"'.Q.’Qt..'..ﬁ" (2224222422721 17

9}0211 cCe +3 @7’

o2 0/97 16:48:19
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Author: ' DuWayne A. Kapelis at cpsc-hqgl

Date: 4/28/97 3:15 PM

Priority: Normal

TO: Linda E. Smith at CPSC-HQ2

Subject: IDI lighter follow-up ,

------------------------------------ Message Contents =----------------------------c----wo

I received a response to a letter of contact concerning the IDI
970211CCC7367 and the additional information that you wanted. The
family responded by indicating that they did not wish to provide any
further information.

I was surprised that I even received a response. Contact was only
reluctantly given on my first contact.



Author: Kate H. Wallace at CPSC-HQ2
Date: 4/11/97 10:38 Ay

Priority: Normal

TO: Linda E. Smith

Subject: Information requested.

Linda - you may want to call DuWayne. Thanks. Kate

Forward Header
Subject: Information requested.
Author: DuWayne A. Kapelis at cpsc-hql
Date: 4/11/97 8:41 AM

My supervisor, James Miersch, informed me of your request for
additional information concerning an Investigation in which I
attempted to determine if an Aim N Flame lighter was involved. The
lighter could not be identified. Two adults in the home, who had used
the lighter, could not say the lighters I showed them were the ones
involved in the fire. They indicated a different shape.

vYou asked for more information on the injury. The IDI(970211CCC7367)
indicates that the injured 6 year old child suffered second degree
burns to her right side from her knee to her armpit. I can't think of
any more specific information. If you want something more specific on
the injury, give me a call--513-741-4919.

I had to go out and purchase two examples of Aim N Flame lighters. We

can't all buy these as examples. Do you have some photos of 'examples
of lighters we are targeting?

i boom "f/”
, L . .
7&é ﬁ/égﬁé7425ru4jf a J4é2%22;‘d;;;;Z5ﬂJL¢/ZEE;? /%7£45" 7
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1. TASK NUMBER

2.INVESTIGATOR'S ID
8938

EPIDEMIOLOGIC

3.

970227CCN0341
OFFICE CODE 4. DATE. OF ACCIDENT
YR MO DAY
830 97 01 20

5. DATE INITIATED
YR MO DAY -

97 03 05

INVESTIGATION
REPORT

6.

SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

A ten month old male was critically injured in a fire in which he
suffered second and third degree burns over ninety percent of his

| body. Two children, a three and two year old were ir. the basement
playing with a utility lighter, when the three year old boy set a
pile of clothing on fire at the bottom of the bed the victim was
sleeping in. Everyone else evacuated the house in time. No one else
was injured. ' .

8. CITY

= CPSC FORM 182 (REvIsﬁb 10/93)
("

el

j OB No. 304

7.LOCATION (Home, School ,etc.) . A 9.STATE
Home 10 Springfield IL
10A. FIRST PRODUCT ‘ . 10B. TRADE/BRAND NAME 10C. MODEL NUMBER
Utility Lighter 1247 Aim-N' Flame 65--B
10D. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS
Scripto-Tokai Ny Fontana, (A
L7
11A. SECOND PRODUCT 11B. NAME 11C. MODE:. NUMBER
Clothing 1658 s " o« Unk
chsh * e .
\“'9““— .ﬂ
11D. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS g ,\cﬂxw" /ﬁf\
Un. AT
PAN Enes
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13, Sex Z7 s Y:,‘,;1.n-.«x1§1:51’osx'x'l:on 15. INJURY
210 — o] Hospitalized-4 | DIAGNOSIS .
Male-1, .« * '
e Thermal Bugns-51
16. BODY PART (S) 17 .RESPONDENT 18. TYPE 19. TIME SPENT
IX\J{O{-VEPP t OF INVESTIGATION (OPERATIOIAL HOURS)
arts : ; Other- 3
Dept.~- 1
20. ATTACHMENT (S) 21.CASE SOURCE 22. SAMPLE (COLLECTION NUMBER
) Newspaper - 05 NONE
Multi-9 .
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES (NON NEISS CASES ONLY)
CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME- CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSURE MY NAME-XX
24. REVIEW DATE 25. REVIEWED BY 26. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR
8130 '
4-2%9-97
27. DISTRIBUTION

’
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SYNOPSIS

A ten month old male was critically injured in a fire in which he
suffered second and third degree burns over ninety percent of his
body. Two children, a three and two year old were in the basement
playing with a utility lighter, when the three year old boy set a
pile of clothing on fire at the bottom of the bed the victim was
sleeping in. Everyone in the house was able to evacuate in time,
with no other injuries.

PRE-INCIDENT

The information presented in this in—depth investigation came
from the police department only.

Two families lived in this one-story house. There were
conflicting reports from the police officers. One report stated
that the family who lived upstairs was not at home at th2 time of
this incident, (see attachment #4-p.2/3). Another report stated
that they were, see attachment #2-1/3. The family which lived in
the basement was at home. ,

The father and mother of the ten month old boy were upstairs
watching television. The parents left their three sons, a ten
month old, a two and three year old downstairs in the basement
sleeping. The two and three year old boys were supposed o have
been lying in their beds taking a nap, but the three year old boy
apparently got up and started playing with a utility lighter the
father had used to light his furnace. '

The three year old boy came upstairs to use the bathroom. As he
- proceeded back downstairs, he heard his brother, the ten month
old male crying, so, he informed his father. '

INCIDENT

The father saw smoke coming from behind the television and up the
stairwell. He ran downstairs and noticed that the bed his ten
month boy was sleeping on, the blanket on top of him, and his
clothing were engulfed in flames.

POST-INCIDENT

The father grabbed his son from the burning bed, tore his clothes
off of him, got his other two year old son and ran upstai.rs,
while yelling at his wife to call 911. The father then
transported the victim to the hospital. While thers, the child,
who had suffered burns over ninety percent of his body, was
conveyed to another hospital burn unit. However, that hospital
decided to airlift the victim to a special children's hospital in
- another state which specialized in severe burns.

b
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Reporting Detective, on the above date and ti-e received a page ta
contact the Springfield Fire Department, in reference to a Fire. I
was requested to go tomand meet with Captain Bill
Hurrelbrink of the Metro Fire Investlgatlon Unit. Upon sy arrival, [
was informed that there had been a fire on top of the bed in the
basement of this one story wood-frame house. The rbedr'ocnl was located
in the North&[ corner of the basement. There is one stairwell

going to the basement and only one exit. Two families live in the
residence. I was informed that the owner's are R anc m
W. They lxve in Mount Vernon, Illinois and they work faor

m Co-pany. At this time they did not have a phane

nuaber available for me, however I was furnished a phone numsber
later on. I then called Amco Fence here in Springfield. They were
cooperative and they provided me with a portable telephcne nuaber
tha wandm the phone number is area coce

w I was informed at this time that there was a 18 month old

baby severely burned and the Fatherm white male,
d.0.b. 11/05/72, of the victim«<iNNN, 13 sonths old. The

infants d. o.b. is 04/04/96. I was informed that the father of the

infant was watching television upstairs on the first level and the 3

9. PERSOL RESTED
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%and M around the end of November 1996.

3 VICTIM'S NAME (LAST FIRST MIDOLE! OR FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS 4 LOCATION OF INCIDENT (MOUSE NO STREET NAME: SEAY S DATE OF INCIOENT

IR - 01/20/97
CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVE REPORT

IAR Page 2

vear old, asgiliieNiiattomemme., white male, d.o.b. 86/22/93, and a
SRR, C.o.b. 11/12/94, 2 y.o.a., were downstairs in the

basement. The ten month old baby was lying on the bed. The 3 year
old came upstairs and told Mr.d..i..h.(the father) that the baby
was crying. The father stated o.k. he knew it and a few seconds, or
minutes later, he saw smoke coming up around the back of the TV. At
this time he ran downstairs and according to Captain Hurrelbrink, he
statéd he saw that the bed was on fire and the baby was burning. He
grabbed the 1@ month old baby along with the 2 year old and 3 year
old and went upstairs. The father and a neighbor then took the XOJ
month old, to the St. John's Hospital. The two and threes year old

were given to a neighbor to watch, who are thejp good friends. The

neighbor is a m she resides at M phaone
nusber QIR The mother of the infant is SRS d.c.b.

@7/26/76, she woarks at W “ Avenue, phane

nu-berm Also in the house was the other family, the father
is MU, black male, d.o.b. 11/85/69 and his wife
N 18/26/75, and they also have one child a Jifjjiie

WS, He is a black male, d.o.b. ©9/14/9S5. At this time the Joiner

family were not howme only the Roberts fFamily. Thé baby was

transported to Memorial Hospital, from St. John's Hospital. I was
then infaormed that the infant was then transported by a lear—jet to
‘Cincinnatti Burn Unit, the Shriner’s Hospital, in Cincirnatti, Ohia.

The burn unit has a phone number of area code (5123)872—660@.

On 81/21/97, the following day I contacted R and SEMES....

M via-the—phone. They advised, that they did not have

insurance on the house. At this time the house was financed thr‘ough
the Illini Bank and the mortgage is for 52,000.08 dollars. The

insurance had been cancelled and they were renting the house to

and NANMNER 2lso lived thereand had so for
approximately 1 month. According to what o, advised

. me the rent was 4080.080 dollars and a_pparen'tly the two families were
VYA

REPORTING OFFICERIS) I 7 | surcavison

Det. A. Mitchell Bureau (2 1)
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3 VICTIM S NAME ILAST FIRST MIDOLE) OR FIRM NAME IF BUSINESS 4 LOCATION OF INCIDENT IHOUSE NO STAEET NamEs s€at S DATE OF iNCIOENT

m———‘ N 21/20/97
CON NARRATIVE REPORT ,
| IAR Page 3

sharing the rent. “stated, that she would give“ 185. 21

dollars along_with the 400.08 dollars rent that she collects and
“‘ would then make payment to the Illini Bank. 4NN advised,
that she received a letter from the Bank's Attorney, around
©1/@1/97. This letter was to advise her that they were foreclosing
on the house and she had approximately 9@ days to make up the full

payments. If not they would foreclose.

I then spoke to m, of the Illini Bank, phone SN,

Ext 28. She advised, that on 11/04/96, she received a lLetter from
the owners, advising them to cancel the insurance and they wanted a
rebate and were going'to allow the house to go back to the Bank.
They were given a rebate on their insurance. They adviced, that the
Bank then took out an insurance policy for the Mortgage only, this
is through Edison Insurance. The balance of approximately 52, 000.02Q

dollars is owed.

On ®_1/23/97, I received a call from m and she

advised that she has been in contact with m as well as
AN . Sho acvised, them that I needed to speak with them.

At this time this Reporting Detective, has not received a call back,
nor have 1 spoke to the parents in person. I want to talk to Mr.
ﬂw, in regards to what his actions were. I was informed that
the baby's extent of injuries is 85% fo 9@%X percent burns aover his
body and also that the child was going into surgery at thé Shriner's
Hospital, in Cincinnati this same date. Further reports will follow

after my interviewing the parents of the injured infant.

I received a cali from Sergeant Tom Conway, on 01/22/97, advising me
that the Department of Child and Family Services, did want to talk
with me about this case. He asked me, if there was anything in the
report that I did not want to release to them. 1 advised him, that
there was nothing there and 1 would be glad to speak with them. At

this time this case is cont1nu1ng.

DE;T”::u;;:chell Bureaun (dgyfy
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10-month-old"

badly burned
in house fire :

By JOE MAHR 75 ¢~
STAFF WRITER 7 .

A 10-month-old Springfiel boy.
was critically injured in an afternoon
house fire and was flown to an Ohio
hospital burn unit late Monday. .

W arrived about 11 p-m,
at Cincinnati Shriners Burn Institute
with burns over approximately 90
percent of his body, a hospital
spokeswoman said.

A 3-year-old, who was in a base-

ment with qand a 2-year-old
apparently was playing with a h'ghte;

inside the single-story home at S

- according to a police

report. .

The 3-year-old upstairs to
tell his fathe that
the baby was crying; atold au-
thorities. '

He discovered smoke, went down-
stairs and foun lying in a
burning bed.

“The baby was on a bed and the
bed was on fire,” said Springfield
Battalion Chief Jim Walsh.

Ve told authorities that he
ripped burning clothing and a burn-
ing blanket off the child and
wrapped him in another t. Be-
fore running upstairs, ) also
grabbed the sleeping 2-year-old.

A_peighbor rushed ¥ and
“to St. John's Hospital while

firefighters were summoned at 1:14
p.m.
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The baby was later transferred to
Memorial Medical Center, where it

was decided to transfer him to the

Cincinnati hospital. S
About 7:30 p.m., the child was
taken by ambulance to Capital Air-
port, where a chartered aircraft flew
him to Cincinnati, according to a
Memorial Medical Center nursing
supervisor.
condition in Cincinnati
wasn't immediately available late
Monday, although Springfield hospi-

tal personnel described the child’s _

condition as critical,

The other two children in the
basement at the time were not in-
jured. Neither 3J)lis nor the two
adults upstairs were injured either.

Arson investigators were continu-
ing their probe Monday.

Springfield police Lt. Carl

Sprinkel said it appeared the 3-year- .
old had set a pile of clothing ablaze -

with a fireplace lighter.
Flames from the pile of clothinF,
at the foot of the bed, apparently
spread to the bed. ‘

Once firefighters arrived, the blaze
was extinguished quickly, Walsh
said.

Damage to the house, which is
shared by two families, was estimat-

ed as minor, authorities said.\j

2 0227 CCat O3
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“10-month-old'
~ badly burned 5 e TR
in house fire AT CAEn1 07

By JOE MAHR 73 v-. Wrs: 33B7SE
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A 10-month-old Sar/ingﬁel? boy.
was critically injured in an afternoon
house fire and was flown to an Ohio
hospital burn unit late Monday.

arrived about 11 p.m,
at Cincinnati Shriners Burn Institute
with burns over approximately 90
percent of his body, a hospital
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{/ (¥ A 3-year-o} o was in a base-
[ ment with and a 2-year-old,

ISsug

apparently was playing with a li
ipside the single-story home a .
. A -, according to a police
10 report. .
(/ The 3-year-ol upstairs to
i tell his father, that

the baby was cryingsiifiiilils told au- . !
thorities. . - Pt R6 1997
He discovered smoke, went down- -
stairs and founde@gt lying in a
_ burning bed. '
- “The baby was on a bed and the
bed was on fire,” said Springfield
Battalion Chief Jim Walsh.
told authorities that he
ripped burning clothing and a burn-
ing blanket off the child and
wrapped him in another, t. Be-
fore running upstairs, also
grabbed the sleeping 2-year-old.
A neighbor rushed and
to St. John's Hospital while
firefighters were summoned at 1:14
p.m.




The bab%was later transferred to
Memorial Medical Center, where it
was decided to transfer him to the
Cincinnati hospital.

About 7:30 p.m., the child was
taken by ambulance t6 Capital Air-
port, where a chartered aircraft flew -
him to Cincinnati, according to a
Memorial Medical Center nursing
supervisor.

condition in Cincinnati
wasn't immediately available late
Monday, although Springfield hospi-
tal personnel described the child’s -
condition as critical.

The otL.2r two children in the
basement at the time were not in-
jured. Neith nor the two
adults upstairs were injured either.

Arson investigators were continu-
ing their probe Monday.

Springfield police Lt. Carl
Sprinkel said it appeared the 3-year-
old had set a pile of clothing ablaze
wih 8 freplace lighter.

Flames from the pile of clothing,
at the foot of the bed, apparently
spread to the bed.

Once firefighters arrived, the blaze
wa}j extinguished quickly, Walsh
said. .

Damage to the house, which is
shared by two families, was estimat-

ed as minor, authorities saxd\/
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(Sample 97-830-3820) | J/ o R

Ed Blythin, Cleveland, visited a Dillard's Department Store and collected a
sample of the suspect housecoat. (Sample 97-830-3397)

George Gayman, Atlanta, sent an investigatory letter to American Industries, Nashville,
Tennessee, regarding the firm's EZ Krunch Abdominal Exerciser. The staff had made
a Preliminary Determination that this product presents a substantial product hazard.
The company disagrees with our determination. We are requesting additional
information on the product. At the same time, Human Factors and Health Sciences
are conducting an additional evaluation of the product.

Joseph McDowell, St. Louis, investigated a consumer complaint in Havana, lllinois,
involving an electric deep fryer. The consumar was lowering the metal basket
(containing french fries) into the hot oil when the basket's handle detached causing it
to fall into the hot oil which splashed into the consumer's face burning her. The fryer,
manufactured by Hudson Standard Corp., Newark, New Jersey, was collected as a
sample. (Sample 97-830-3147, IDI #970212CCN0331)

Joseph McDowell, St. Louis, investigated a newspaper report of a fire in Springfield, /;é« =
A l»i L

lllinois, started by two children, 2 and 3-years-old, playing with a lighter. They

ignited the blanket on the bed of a 10-month-old who suffered bums to 90 percent of /‘ML
his body. The victim has been transferred to a burn unit in a hospital in Cincinnati and ,
is not expected to survive. The lighter involved was an Aim N' Flame Utility Lighter by ,/
‘Scripto-Tokai. (IDI #970227CCNO0341) , / o

—Dennis Donath, Twin Cities, inspected Musco Corp., Oskaloosa, lowa, as follow-up to

a report from the State of California regarding stadium lights manufactured by the firm.
The lights were installed at a high school football stadium; one of which was mounted
on a 100-foot-high pole. This light fixture broke away from the pole and fell into the
bleachers. This occurred at night when no one was present. Examination of the pole
found that the metal around where the light attaches to the pole had cracked leading
to the failure. The inspection found that Musco was aware of the incident and has
instituted an inspection program for all similar light installations in California schools.
They have also developed a fix for existing installations and for newly manufactured

lights.

Henry Simpson, Atlanta, investigated a house fire in Savannah, Georgia caused when) ° Z 43,
a bulb in a halogen lamp exploded, throwing hot fragments onto a sofa. Damage was, v
confined to the sofa. (IDI #970304CCN0343)

3
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Harold Snyder, Kansas City, investigated a consumer complaint about a Ccnair Model
097A Hand-Held Hair Dryer. A 33-year-old woman was using the dryer when it
began emitting sparks followed by flames out its back. The complainant received
burns to her hand and wrist. The dryer was collected as a sample.” (IDI

’



