- | : 0l
) 1. CASE NO. — 2. INVESTIGATOR’S ID |3. OFFICE CODE EPIDEMIOLOGIC INVES’[IGA‘[IQN

961213HCC5144 [81(11{51{8] (81[3]10] REPORT
4. DATE OF INCIDENT YR MO DAY |5. DATE INVESTIGATION YR MO DAY
[SI6I1I[1][21(3]| INITIATED (91(71(O}{11(01(6)

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT A 3 YEAR OLD BOY SET A BOX OF PAPER ON FIRE IN THE BASEMENT
OF A HOME WITH A FOUR OR FIVE YEAR OLD BUTANE UTILITY LIGHTER. THE HOME WAS COMPLETELY
DESTROYED BUT NO INJURIES OCCURRED. -

7. LOCATION {(Home, school, etc.} 8. CITY EAGLE 9. STATE NE .
HOME [1]{0]
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MAMUFACTURER & ADDRESS BIC
BUTANE UTILITY LIGHTER[‘]Iﬁ]l@][VI CORP., 500 BIC DRIVE, MILFORD, CT. 06460
10B. SECOND PRODUCT 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
COUCH [01[6)(71(9] SIMMONS U.S.A., 6 EXECUTIVE PARK DR. N.E., ATLANTA, GA.30329
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION - 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
MALE -1 NONE
10][01(3] FEMALE-2  [1] NO INJURYI0] (71011
UNKNOWN- 3 ‘ : . )
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
) MOTHER ONSITE -1
N/A  [817] . [2] ' TELEPHONE - 2 2] [0](51.[0}
OTHER -3
20. ATT_ACHMENTS 21. CASE SOUR_CE 22. REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
QUESTIONNAIRE [5] NEWSPAPER [0][5] s p AlARRAST

1 23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [X] cPSCMAY NOTDISCLOSE MYNAME[ ]

; 24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2) 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY)

. 182 (Revised
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FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET

1. REGION/STATE 2. OPERATION (Check One) ' 3. DATE 11/23/96
FOCR " ) Inspection ( ) Establishmens Visit

{ ) Telephone Contact { X) Investigation :
{ ) Other [ ] 4. NUMBER 961213HCCS 144

|

5. ESTABLISHMENT
Name [ BIC CORPORATION 1
Address [ 500 BIC DRIVE ]
Gity [ MILFORD ] state [ CT] Zip [06460 ] Telephone [203/783-20001

Name [ 1 cyl ) Sael 1}

7. PRODUCTS COVERED , 8. OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS
[ BUTANE UTILITY LIGHTER ] [ N/A 1
[ COUCH ] [ 1

9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE 10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION
( ) Manufacturer { ) Dnmporter Product Covered $ M/A .  Dnis [ I
{ ) Wholesaler ( ) Own Label Distributor Other Products $ . Unie: | I
{ ) Reailer { ) Repackager
( X) omer [ INVESTIGATION |

11. 1.S. BUSINESS 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED NONE ‘13. MIS CODE 14. HOURS
% Received [ N/A] 12165 Activiy |5 1

% Shipped [ ] Travet [Q 1

u 6. RELATED FIRM N/A () Parem ( ) Headquarters { ) Subsidiary ( ) Other

15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)
REQUEST ATTACHED

16. ANNOUNCED ( ) Ran’omé Jfor Announced Inspection
UNANNOUNCED ( X ) N/A

I 17. EMPLOYEE'’S NAME TITLE DATE 2114/97

SIGNA
ROBERT B. WADSWORTH JR. INVESTIGATOR 2 W/_/

18. ( ) ENDORSEMENT ( ) REMARKS ( ) SUMMARY ( ) OTHER

While playing with a butane htility lighter a 3 year old male ignited a fire that de
his family's home. No one wajnjured. The boy's mother estimated the lichter to be 4-5
years old. She thinks the lighter's switch may have been in the “"on" position at the
time of the incident.

F/U: None.

[ 7
H 19. REVIEWER'S NAME TIILE ~ SPSI SIGAMTUR7 % W
WILLIAM E. GENTRY ' » l/lV' 7 = 7 O V

Adapted for WP Wind

N
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IDI# 961213HCC5144
UTILITY LIGHTER

(0] :

A three year old boy set a box of newspapers on fire in the
basement of the home with a disposable butane utility lighter.
The boy was left unattended for less than five minutes. The
mother was upstairs putting the one year old son down for a nap.
No injury occurred but the home and contents were completely
destroyed by the fire.

PRE-ACCIDENT:

The investigation was initiated from a newspaper clipping
which is attached with the request. All information was obtained
from the owner/mother. The local fire department chief could not
add to the details given by the mother. He has not-written up
any report but said the house was fully engulfed when they got
there, and they ran out of water to fight the fire. Attempts to
contact the State Fire Investigator were uneventful.

The mother said they had moved into the home in March of
1996. They had help finish the home and things were still in
somewhat of a disorder. She did home interior parties before her
_ three year old son was born. The box that caught fire had
newspapers wrapped around home interior items along with a
butane disposable utility lighter sitting on top. The lighter
was to light candles for demonstrations during her shows. She
had pulled the box out from the basement wall and placed it in
front of a couch as she was going to go through the box and sort
things out. She had not she had not completed the task before the
boy found the lighter.

The owner said the lighter may have been four or five years
old. She said it was a "Bic" brand, with a chrome barrel maybe
. 6" long and a red plastic handle with a trigger. There was an
"on" and "off" switch for the butane, and it had to be "on"
before the unit would light. Pulling the trigger allowed the gas
to escape and somehow ignite the butane. She did not remember
any labeling on the lighter. It was destroyed in the fire.

The mother said she or her husband never used the utility
lighter around the three year old son, but he apparently did know
how to use it, and the butane switch must have been turned “on".
The mother said the boy’s grandmother uses this types of utility
lighters to light the fireplace and he could have seen her use it
there.

The owner had a cake decorating business in the home which
was conducted in the basement.



IDI# 961213HCC5144
UTILITY LIGHTER

ACCIDENT:

While the mother was upstairs putting the one year old boy
down for a nap, the three year boy went to the basement. The
utility light was on top the box of paper and home interior
items. He took the lighter and set the papers on fire.

¥

POST-ACCIDENT:

_ The boy came running upstairs and told his mother he had
made a fire in the box. She went down to the basement and saw
the box in flames. She did not have a fire extinguisher 0 she

pick up a bucket she used to make cake frosting and filled it
with water. When she threw the water on the fire. The fire
flared up and the couch adjacent the box also caught on fire.

The owner feels the bucket had cooking oil and shortening
residue in it, and this added fuel to the fire.

With the box and couch on fire, the owner felt it was time
to leave the home. She went upstairs and she called for the fire
department. She took both sons outside the home to wait for
help. ~
: It took the fire department 15-20 minutes to get to the
rural home. The home was completely destroyed with the contents
at an estimated loss of $175,000. The utility lighter was
destroyed in the fire.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The owner said the utility lighter was a "Bic" brancd. She
had no idea of what model the item might have been. The lLighter
would have been made by the Bic Corp., 500 Bic Drive, Milford,
CT. 06460 .

' The owner said she thought the couch caught on fire because
of the oil and shortening in the bucket. She did not know
anything about the couch but where she had purchased it. She
said the material on the couch had a course texture, but she knew
nothing else.

The retail firm that sold the couch was contacted. The
manager there checked his records and determined the couch was
bought as a three piece set for about $299. The couch model
number was #82819 made by Simmons U.S.A., 6 Executive Park Drive
N.E., Atlanta, GA. 30329. The material code on the couch was
indicated to be #1994. ‘



IDI# 961213HCCS5144
UTILITY LIGHTER

STANDARDS ;.

The utility lighter was four or five years old according to
the owner. It is not know if it did meet the current
requirements, but being that old it would not have too.

It is not known if the couch involved in the fire complied
with the industry’s voluntary standards for flammability.

EXHIBITS:
1. Request and newspaper clipping

2. Lighter data sheet
3. Upholstered furniture data sheet
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1. ASSIGNMENT % 3423519 3 1nvest, 4P 5. sup. _9997
4. DATE ASGD /’/274‘; S. TARGET _J/5 0122 6. UPDA':E;
7. asen Tvee 0% 8. m1s _/2/65_ 9. periviries -
'10. NANE.E/_L_.,'MIOH»IL LO%SN 5«;94-, NE

12. PRODUCT gﬁ; 4.; 13. pDoc # G-PCclo0(C A

14. HIA REF ZA£Mo7 15. STATUS 16. LAST REV _(GENERATED)
i7. REGION _¢ '

S

16. DATE COMPLETED ___ ie. TIME 20 TRAVEL

21. pewarks Yoo Secwz/

ADDITIONAL REMARKS AND DIRZCTIONS (NOT IN COMPUTER RECORD)
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM
DOCUMENT NUMBER: &%4 20 & R —rF—
DATE OF INCIDENT: /éé//f/’ CATID: CARMO7 1997
FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED : HAZARD ANALYSIS { ) CRM (
TYPE FOLLOW-UP . | TELEPHONE ( ) ON-SITE (X)
S O Bl bt sot gl s

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: For any child playing with fire invelving a
cigarette lighter. Determine the model and manufacturer's name,
type of lighter (refillable/disposable and fluid/butane], operating

~ mechanism, age of child who operated the lighter, and accident

scenario. Describe operating mechanism in detail and collect

- lighter, if possible. Be especially alert to incidents involving

child-resistant lighters which have had the child-resistant
mechanism removed or otherwise, defeated. In such a situation,
identify to retailer where purchased if the lighter was already
defeated when purchased by the consumer.

The new regulation requiring disposable butane lighters and all

. novelty lighters to be child-resistant went into effect in July

1994.

. w*d ATTENTION ##+ |
IF INCIDENT INVOLVED IGNITION OF A MATTRESS COMPLETE AND ATTACH ‘
MA R QUESTIONNAIRE CONTAINED MA RE BEDDING Ri
GUI . . 3 Q R o am———
M

i

Person(s) to Contact: z/é - ZWM %/-;'&é SECE—ST

Trrt A g o Logy WD

Guidelines: Appendix 45

rasku;;?;/j %D"-/?f(;.‘“: /2///«;/7¢)

Assigned to: a Requested by:
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1.
3.

S.

8.

~ by the fire.

4‘25(/” ' l?u.:f- #:1

(For A1l Incidents Assigned Under BRE02)

Task "umber /)T HecST4d

Date of Inc Z3/%

Sex of Child

Age of Child P —
/

Tf the child who 1it the lighter is under 6 years old, romplete items §
through 8,

If the child ig 6 Years ocr older, terminate at this point and gutmit an
abbreviated SF 182. Include the child's 3ge and sex in the synopeis
along with a brief accident scenario. A separate narrative is not

necesgary.

mtn ibe t?.maid.nt scenario in the :::t&;umm b.!.e:moc the.
vastigat repoct. The narrative N 8 separata pege, -

would inclade information on how the accident » how sevaraly the i

child and/or others werd imjured, and how such ptaneyd-gn Vs caused

Xind nf Lighter (Check one)

Disposable - Regular Siza
"/ Mini Size

Sise Unknown T _— ®
wh'l P —
Refillable ’ =
.~
Onknown m———— -

Lighting Mechanisa (Check one)

®oll and Press '

Press Onl . / ’ -
Other ('pyclty) - oM /o 7CF Bq T e A-HM/ Z/_;‘Sax_
Manufacturer/Model < e £ - L. W

Nbtain copy of fire incident report from fire department.
Vow =
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INVESTIGATION GUIDELINE

Ghibip 3
| Attachment A
DATA RECORDING SHEET FOR UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE FIRES

(To be attached to CPSC Form 182, Epidemiologic Investigation Report
along with a copy of the Fire Incident Report)

Task Number 7€ /2/3 ffcc S74 S . Incident Date /; ?—3/ /A
A. PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: [B¥ Sofa/Couch [J Chair [J Sofabed [J Qther

1. Was upholstered fumiture slipcovered? [J Yes £ No [J Unknown
2. Had it been reuphoistered? {7 Yes S No [J Unknown

3. Manufacturer/Distributor/Brand __:L:@_ggmm £ é/ JZ

4

. Purchased: K7 New [J Used {J Unknown

If used, specify how obtained (e.g., garage sale, etc.) ’ (a

5. Date Fumiture Purchased: /459 Fumiture Age 2. /944

6. Standard Certification Labeling; e.g., UFAC or California standard: {Copy)

X_/ﬂ./V/E Anowa)

B. P F F | NITURE: Describe where fire started on upholstered fumiture.
[T Skirt [ Seat cushion [ Inside back [3J Inside arm
{J Back O Side 3 Underside 3 Crevice
[J Weit Cord (J Tuft (&I Other LoonT

C. Y NV IGN (if appropriate):
/é(usvrs old 0 5-14 7 15-64 0 65 +

VOLV AT {Check):
__Lighter ____Match ____ Candle __ Heatﬁr —_ Fireplace

K " Other (specify) (‘C-)OK 07[ W ,ul 7(‘ l—c, Waten. W’A ‘00/ ,f
Urknown YL pd 7 $ho 1.7‘(,.,/,‘_,5

Page 10 of 11




g¢ 1#¢3 //c’.c’{/ 4/(/

ubility Lightee ugdlfe bigtt Box g DS
If lighter, specify type: {J Child-resistant J Not child-resistaﬁt {7 Unknown

i match, specify type: [J Book {7 Box {7 Unknown

If heater, specify fuel source and distance from furniture:

Fuel source _ Distance from fumiture

E. DETECTION OF FIRE '

7. Detector (smoke, heat, c.o0., sprinkler) present?
7 Yes & No [J Unknown

If yes, specify type:

8. Detecter went off (alarmed)?
[ Yes &No 7 Unknown

9. If no, do you know any reason why not; e.g., unpowered, fire too small, etc.?

10. About how soon was the fire discovered after it started? Igw »éé— ; ) M
F. VICTIM(S)
A/onus_ Number of Deaths N2 VE Number of Injuries

G. Socio-Economic Data:

11. Education level of head of household:

3 Less than high school [J High school {5- Some Ccliege

12. Total household income:

[J LT $15,000 [J $15,000 - $34,999 &£ 335,000 +
y.o / :
13. Approximate home market value: [ 78 ovo Ml /m»;é,,sz:;'
v /
{J Rent lﬂf Own

General Description: Provide general description, including all other relevant factors and information
on the investigation form.

Page 11 of 11




Investigation Report - Analyst's Comments
Task No. 61213 HCL 511+Y Regional Office CH'0

Product Code 687 - Investigator ID CIEE
Category BUuNNORITT ) ‘Hours Reported 5 ]

gomments

DATE RECORD snHeets PR CLSARETTE
QGWTERS puD UPHOLSTERED FL"KNITURG
s meéo AS REQUESTED . Bumpwg.

UTILITY  LIGHTER WAS [yAs DESCRIBED
As BEING DISPOSABLE AND ABOVT- FBUR R
fIve VéAﬁé OLD. BLCAUSE OF ITS AGE,
e ULIGHTER DID NOT wtéér T'+é C«/,e,eéu_

CpPsc 6T‘A—NDA‘/ZPS

Reviewer (A'S (0”06/ ) Date 3/39}47

— 1T you believe the identified H ficiencies require contacting

investigator/victim and requesting further ingormation,. please
check the box and sign here.

—

>

~ Signature_
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM

DOCUMENT NUMBER: (G4 3003LA -

DATE OF INCIDENT: It |46 CATID: BUNNO2 1997
FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED HAZARD ANALYSIS (X) SECT 15 ( )
TYPE FOLLOW-UP TELEPHONE (X) ON-SITE (X)

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT: Linda Smith 504-0470 x1275
Backup: Kim Long 504-0470 x1269

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: Describe the lighter involved, brand name,
description of physical dimensions and lighting mechanisms. What
did the occupants use the lighter for, where was it kept, the age
of the child who started the fire, details of deaths or injuries
including treatment, and amount of property damage. Conduct on-
site when the product is available for inspection.

Person(s) to Contact:

-

Guidelines: see above

Task Number: 3 03 KL 2G0T /1? Date:

3) 049

—

Assigned to: (w0 Requested’by:

CPSC Form 324A (12/96)
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Lincoln, NE
Cir. D. 81,301
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Universal Press Clipping .Bureau

A&eqnel to an earlier story. v

Dream home No. 27

in works for couple **
Dream house No.2isinthe worlue

dozed and buned the remains bu?lm
house gey spent tio iears _
fxre destroyed it last November
This week, weather willing, the-
footings for an almost identical re-
" placement will be put in the ground.’
The 1500-square-foot dwelling

went up in flames after the couple’s
3-year-old son discovered a fireplacé..

ilghter in'an unpacked box. Perhnﬁi‘: .

hter was a toy gun,
played with it and ignited the news- .

paper-wra contents of the box., ©
i n escaped from '
the e couple’s two'

young children. By the time fire- .
fighters arrived, the house was de- .
stroyed. Damage was estimated at
$175,000. Everything inside the .
house, including - the inventory of

* home-based cake bahnL
business, was lost.

The (amlly has been living in an
apartment while they wait for their
new home to be built. They are still=
waiting for an insurance check=

uld mverdtheir losseqh
ai

‘ Inp:gé meani:xme,th ~
stopped whipping up the ing in—
her cake decorating business. -

even managed to bake a cake for a_

weddmg aweekafterthefire. 2 =

ISSUE g '_.

'MAR 11 1997.



[oieon | wwmer | o) | EPIDEMIOLORIC
' INVESTIGATION

-[[4. DATE OF N CIDENTYR MO DAY 5. DATE INVESTIGATION _ YR MO DAY
{ ' [9161[11(113][0]| INMATED 917100 )11 1ol REPORT
6

_ SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

A four year old female playing with a barbecue type lighter ignited notebook paper which in ‘umn ignited bedding
material. The fire was discovered at an early stage and confined to the bed.The fire caused an estimated $500

property damage according to the fire report. The lighter was ‘ieoq%w@as ap n&w in a cigarette promotional
' \s
package. arR/PRYE

10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
lighter [116101][4] MFG: Scripto-Tokai, Fontana, CA

7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.)  |8. CITY /sun‘ner nON[E. STATE
home interior ' n }{0 1| Longview . Washington [WA]
Model: Aim n Flame

10B. SECOND PRODUCT 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
paper products 1111317} unknown
12. AGE OF VICTIM | 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
MALE -1 no injury no injury '
01141 FEMALE - 2 ] 0] [710]
UNKNOWN- 3
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION | 19. TUIVE SPENT
no injury + | mother, fire report ON SITE. -1 .
- pIel - ‘ 31 TELEPHONE-2  [3] [151.001
' < OTHER -3
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWEDBY YF MO DAY
91 0151 [81(1][0][1] [91171[0][2]{0]'6}
fire report, photos newspaper F96C5004 ‘

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES A
INON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME[ ] CPSCMAY NOT DISCLOSEMY NAME [ X ]

24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2) 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE

The information was obtained from the fire report, the mother of the child and the Fire Department Battalion Chief
who responded to the event. ' T

)(Adapted for aserjet Ill Printer 10/93 .



' ' FClrr e b 530y
Pre-Event

The event occurred in a single family home located in a suburban
neighborhood. The home was a single story wood framed home. The home
appeared to be 1940’s or early 1950‘s vintage with less than 1000
square feet of space. The home was occupied by a mother and her 6

_ children ages ranging from 4 years to 15 years old.

The mother said that she received a barbecue lighter as a promotional
gift in a cigarette package two days before the fire. She szid that
she purchased a wrapped package of three packs of cigarettes with the
lighter included as a free gift. She said that the cigarette brand
name was printed on the lighter. :

The mother said thaﬁ her twin four year old daughters nad no prior
interest in playing with fire. She said that all of her children were
attracted to the gift lighter. She said that the children played with

the lighter on numerous occasions before the fire.

Event

The mother said that her twin four year old daughters picked up the
lighter and were playing with the lighter on the day of the fiire. She
said that she did not know the location of the lighter immed: ately
before the fire. She said that the daughters apparently wanted to
light a candle but could not find one. She said that they used the
lighter to ignite a piece of notebook paper. She said that they
dropped the burning paper on the bed igniting the bedding. $he said
that she did not know the specific material ignited on the bed.

The other occupants of the home were alerted by the smoke detector and
evacuated the children according to the fire department repo:t. The
occupants called the fire department and controlled the fire with a
garden hose according to the report. The fire departwent. was
dispatched at 1:51 p.m. and arrived on the scene at 1:55 p.m.
according to the report. : ‘

Post Event

The fire caused an estimated $500 property damage according to the
fire report. The fire officials interviewed the children and a four
year old girl ‘admitted starting the fire with a lighter according to
the report. The Battalion Chief collected the lighter as evidence.
The fire department provided the lighter to CPSC as a sample. A copy
of the fire report and photographs of the lighter are attached to this
report as exhibits. '



First Product Identification q“>2f304¢5 ooy
Country of Origin: Mexico

Distributor: Scripto-Tokai
Fontana, CA 92337

Cigarette Brand: Basic

Model: Aim n Flame

The product identification information was obtained from the pfoduct
labeling. The lighter is a barbecue type lighter constructed of black
plastic approximately 3 inches long. The lighter is equipped with a

non-child resistant trigger type ignition mechanism. Photographs of
the lighter are attached to this report as exhibits.

Second Product Identification
The children ignited a piece of paper which ignited bedding material

on the bed according to the mother. The identification of tte
specific notebook paper and bedding material was not available.

Standards Information "

The lighter bears a Federal Hazardous Substances Act style warning
label. Other standards information was not available.

Samples

The lighter was collected from the fire department and submitted to
CRM under sample collection report 97-860-5014. ‘
Attachments

Exhibit # 1: Fire Report

Exhibit # 2: - Photographs
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- Longview, WA
(Cowlitz Co.)
Daily News
(Cir. D. 24,182)

_DEC 2 1996

J”cn’s P.C. B [ 18388

~year-old étarted fire
A 4-3'ear%{d9girl‘l>1a3ing‘with a
butane barbecue lighter caused a
fire Saturday that caused $500
damage to a home at&
"in Longview, fire officials said.

Occupants of the house were
alerted by a smoke detector after

40 e ot m

the fire started in a mattress, |
according to a Longview Fire ¢
Department report. . <

Adults evacuated everyone in |
the house and controlled the C
flames with a garden hose until f
firefighters arrived. y

The fire was confined to mat- | U
tresses. s

—
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Insurance Report X \
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i mno DATE _ DISPATCHED  ARRIVED END TIME
nesponss Lopel Comd ST
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3 Total - 1 Aerial {1 Tanker ] Othets
General Property Use
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Construction
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N : ] 1 ] |
T3 Areaof Origin Level
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“Flame : Smoke
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r PART CF RCCM CT CRIGIN 8 NO DAMAGE OF THIS TYPE

Material Generating Most Smoke

Type Moblle Property- Form

| ] 1 : J
Avenue of Smoke Travel ‘
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Type Mobile Property Power Supply
[T SMOKE DETECTOR,JONIZATION PRINCIPLE 1 BATTERY ONLY

Detector Performance ' Reason for Failure

2 DETECTOR NOT IN THE ROOM OF FIRE 8 NO DETECTOR FAILURE
ORIGIN,AND IT ALERTED THE OCCUPANTS ‘

Extin uish T o Extinhuisher Performance
98 NO EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM )

T ZOmMm-mO

Reason for Ext. Failure

Sprinkler Heads Number
Type Mobile Property Activated

Member Making Report ‘
[[ATHEY BC ]

Officer in charge
]B. CHIEF ATHEY ] _
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. NARRATIVE —

INCIDENT NUMBER |00 LF 2778 EXP NO. o0

INVESTIGATION STATUS

FIRE IN A BEDROOM STARTED BY A 4 YEAR OLD CHILD DID RELATIVELY MINOR DAMAGE YO STRUCTURE AND
THE CHILD WAS UNHARMED BECAUSE OTHER OCCUPANTS OF THE HOUSE WERE ALERTED BY A SMOKE
OETECTOR GOING OFF, THEY GOT THE CHILD OUT AND EVACUATED THE HOUSE AND KEPT THE FIRE UNDER
CONTROL WITH A GARDEN HOSE UNTIL THE FIRE DEPARTMENT ARRIVED. USED PRECONNECTED LINE FROM .
ENGINE AND EXTINGUISHED THE INVOLVED MATRESSES. DAMAGE LIMITED TO $500.00 YO CONTENTS AND
STRUCTURE, - o

TALKED TO CHILDREN AGES 4 YO 15 ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED AND THEY SAID THAT A & YEAR OLD GIRL WAS
PLAYING WITH A LIGHTER AND STARTED THE FIRE. TALKED TO THE GIRL AND SHE ADMITTED TO STARTING
THE FIRE WITH A LIGHTER. , S

CHIL E:



Photo # 1:

Photo #f2:

View of the home where the event occurred.
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' Side view of the lighter.
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Photo # 3: View of the cigarette brand label.
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Photo # 4: View of the warning label.
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'1 —CASE NO. 2. INVESTIGATOR'SID  |3. OFFICE CODE E P I DEM { O LOGI C
961223HCC5164 8554 860 INVESTIGATION
4. DATE OF INCIDENT , 5. DATE INVESTIGATION INITIATED REPORT
YR MO DAY : YR MO DAY
96 10 28 ’ 97 01 24

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT A 4 year old child was playing with a multi-purpose butane lighrer and ignited the
curtains at a bedroom window. No injuries occurred. c‘,.:ia ‘;(/ : Y‘F
[ B

"‘\0 ‘~\\\e(3
[P
/} \:€ ) ‘c‘l ao[qq
?‘0& -,Q\Qu
‘,_1_(,‘/ \\\0\ \\e '
i T ced "el
7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.) 8. CITY _,/o; ot ¥ 9. STATE
C .
house 10 Cornville Arizona (AZ)
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, IMPORTER
multi-purpose (Aim n Flame)
lighter 1247 Scripto-Tokai, Fontana, CA 92337
10B. SECOND PRODUCT 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
curtains 0617 unknown 4
12. AGE OF VICTIM | 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
N/A no injury MALE -1 N/Ano injury N/A no injury N/A no injury
000 FEMALE - 2 ) (0) (77)
UNKNOWN- 3 ‘ -
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENTI(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
N/A no injury ' Child’s Mother, Fire Captain & [ONSITE -1 '
(99)  |Fire Marshal [3] TELEPHONE-2 [ 1] [ 107105 1+
v OTHER -3
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
newspaper [91[01{31(5] [91[8][01(3]1](2]
multiple [9] _ story [01[5]
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES
{NON-NEISS CASES ONLY] CPSC MAY DISCLOSEMY NAME [ ] CPSC MAY NOT DISCLCSE MY NAVE [XX]
24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2) 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE
NARRATIVE NOTE:

Information in this investigation report was obtained from the boy’s mother and local oficials. While
meeting with Fire Department personnel, I also examined the exterior of the house were this fire took

place and collected the multi-purpose lighter as a sample, CR # 97-860-5482. Q(

The narrative report and exhibits are attached. 0

CPSC FORM NO. 182 (Revised 10/93)(Adapted for WP for Windows & Epson TQ-870 Printer 12/94)
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PRE-EVENT

This fire involved a young boy who was playing with a multi-
purpose lighter at the family home in Cornville, Arizona.
Information in this report was obtained from the family &nd
local Fire Department Officials.

This family includes the parents (Mr. & Mrs. W), taeir 4 year
old son and an infant. Mrs. W said that her son was borr. on
Dec. 24, 1991. '

They live in a single wide mobile home in Cornville, Arizona,
see photos # 1 - 3. The front entrance to this single wide
mobile home faces in a northwest direction. The boy usec the
bedroom located at the northeast end of the house, see photos #
2 & 3.

A diagram of the house which was drawn by the Captain is
attached as exhibit # 4.

Mrs. W said that she and her husband are both smokers. Around
May or June 1996 they received some promotional material in the
mail which included a multi-purpose butane lighter bundled with
a carton of Basic cigarettes.

She mentioned that the lighter was attached to a cardboard box
which identified the lighter as a barbecue lighter.

This lighter has an overall length of slightly less than nine
(9) inches. It has a black barrel and a red handle with a
trigger guard at the bottom front of the handle, s=e photo # 4.

A small black rectangular ON/OFF switch is located on the side
of the red handle, see photos # 4 & 5. A small black lever on
the top of the red handle controls the length of the flame, see
photo # 7.

The steps required to operate this lighter involve (1) move the
black ON/OFF switch to the ON or up position, and (2) press and
hold the black ignition button against the back of the trigger
guard. A flame comes out of the barrel as long as the user
keeps pressure on the black ignition button.

Please see the Product Identification section for more
information about this lighter.
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According to the mother, they used this lighter at their
barbecue grill. Mrs. W told me that it was also used to light
cigarettes on a few occasions.

She indicated that their son became very interested in tkis
multi-purpose lighter. Shortly before the 10/28/96 fire her son
used the lighter to burn the leaves on a potted plant that was
located in his bedroom. She smelled something burning, followed
the smell to the boy's bedroom and found him with the lichter
and the burnt plant.

The lighter was taken away from the boy and he was told rot to
play with it. They tried to keep the lighter out of the boy’'s
"~ reach by placing it on top of the refrigerator.

This fire took place between 2:00 and 2:30 p.m. on Octobsr 27,
1996. At this time Mrs. W said that her son weighed arotnd 40
pound and was between 40 and 43 inches tall. She said ttat he
favors his left hand.

»
The mother was feeding her infant child while her son was in his
room playing. Mrs. W described her son as a very activs boy
who loves to climb. .
She believes he climbed upon the kitchen counter and grakbed the
lighter from the top of the refrigerator. The boy then took the
lighter to his bedroom. 4

He began playing with the lighter. It is unknown if the
lighter’s ON/OFF switch was already in the ON position wken he
took the lighter or if he moved the switch to the ON position.

Mrs. W told me that her son can move the ON/OFF switch tcz the ON
position as well as press' in the ignition button.

The boy’s bedroom is located at the northeast end of the mobile
home. There are two windows in this room. One window is on the
side of the house and faces southeast, see photo # 2. Tre
second window in this room is at the end of the mobile hcme and
faces northeast, see photo # 3.

The boy manipulated the controls on this lighter and was able to
get a flame. Mrs. W found several objects in the bedroom which
the victim had burned with the lighter. These included the
plastic covers on a few wall posters, a wooden train and the
plastic eye of a stuffed lion.

A
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He then used the lighter’s flame on the curtains covering the
bedroom window that faces to the northeast.

EVENT

The boy operated the lighter and placed the flame to the
curtains over the bedroom window. The curtains caught on fire.

POST-EVENT

After the curtains ignited the boy put the lighter down and
tried to put the flames out. He left the room and ran to his
mother in a panic telling her that he needed some -water.

Mrs. W said that the smoke alarm in her son’s bedroom suddenly
began sounding. She ran to the room and saw that the curtains
on the northeast window were in flames.

She ran to the kitchen, grabbed a fire extinguisher and put the
flames out. Mrs. W then took her kids to her neighbors and came
back in the house.

Mrs. W said that she found the lighter on her son’s bed. She
noticed that the control switch was in the ON position and that
it was set to operate with a small flame.

She became aware that the curtains continued generating smoke
and decided to call the local Fire District station house (she
did not call 9-1-1) and spoke with the Captain.

The Fire Department Captain received this call at about 2:28
p.m. She told him about the burnt curtains.

The Captain told me that he decided to drive over to the:.r house
_and check into the problem. It took less than a minute :Ior him
to reach their house. This mobile home is within one mile of
the Fire Station. '

The Captain drove out to the family’s house and went into the
boy’s bedroom. He saw that the curtains were still generating
smoke. A

The Captain contacted his fire run team who responded to the
scene. They arrived with a fire truck and the Captain diragged a
hose into the boy’s bedroom. He was able to extinguish i:he
smoldering fire with a small amount of water.
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The fire department took the multi-purpose lighter and kept it
at their Fire Station. The Fire Marshal told me that the boy
received counseling in their Fire Setter Program.

A copy of their fire run report is attached as exhibit # 3.

Mrs. W told me that the damages caused by this fire may have
amounted to $100. They had to replace the curtains and the
window as well as repaint the wall and ceiling. -

During February 1997 I met with the Captain and the Fire Marshal
at their Fire Station in Cornville, Arizona. I examined and
photographed the lighter. It was collected as sample # $7-860-
5482, see exhibits # 5 & 6.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

This fire involved a butane fuel, multi-purpose lighter, brand
name "Aim n Flame", from Scripto-Tokai Corporation, Fontana, CA
92337.

The lighter has an overall length of slightly less than nine (9)
inches. It has a hollow black barrel and a red handle w:ith a
trigger guard, see photo # 4.

The hollow black barrel is about 4 7/8 inches long. A flame
comes out of the tip of this barrel. The tip is roughly "7/16"
wide x 7/16" tall. This black barrel gets larger as it reaches
the red handle where it measures 5/8" across the top x 7/..6" up
the side.

This barrel is connected to a red handle which is about 5 inches
long. A trigger guard is at the bottom front of this handle,
see photo # 4. '

A black ignition button is located inside the triggesr guaird of
the lighter’s handle. The front of this button measures 1oughly
1/2" wide x 5/8" tall. I noticed that this button extends
forward more than 1/4" out into the area enclosed by the trigger
guard, see photos # 4, 5, 8 & 9.

A small black rectangular ON/OFF switch is located on the side
of the red handle, see photos # 4 & 5. Markings on the s:ide of
this switch reveal that the ON position is upward and the OFF
position is down.
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A small black lever located on the top cf the red Landle
controls the length of the flame, see photo # 7. Markings to
the side of this lever includes a Plus "+" sign in one direction
and Minus "-" sign in the other direction. :

I operated the lighter and determined that the length of the
flame becomes longer as you move the lever from the Minus
towards the Plus direction. I noticed that the flame can be as
small as 1/4" or as lcng as 2".

The steps required to operate this lighter include:
(1) Move the black ON/OFF control switch to the ON/up position.

(2) Press and hold the black ignition button against the back of
the trigger guard.

A flame comes out of the barrel as long as the user keeps
pressure on the black ignition button.

Labeling on the barrel of this lighter includes (see photo # 9):

Aim n Flame

Caution statements and the name of the manufacturer/importer are
listed on the bottom of the lighter’s red handle. This labeling
includes (see photo # 10): '

WARNING: Failure to follow instructions can result in burn
injury. DANGER: LIGHTER CONTAINS BUTANE GAS UNDER ’
PRESSURE. EXTREMELY FLAMMABLE. Do not use near fire or
flame. CAUTION: Do not puncture, incinerate or exgose to
temperature above 120° F. KEEP AND STORE AWAY FROM
CHILDREN!

SCRIPTO-TOKAI CORPORATION, FONTANA, CA 92337
MADE IN MEXICO

This lighter was collected as sample # 97-860-5482 and shipped
to the CPSC Sample Custodian for delivery to headquarters
personnel. No other product information was available.

STANDARDS INFORMATION

No standards information was available.
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CONTACTS: | PURPOSE & RESULTS:

Mrs. W/Mother ) Obtained incident scenario
& product information.

Fire Dept. Personnel Obtained incident scenario
' & product information.

EXHIBITS:

1. CONTACT LETTER TO FIRE DEPARTMENT

2. CONTACT LETTER TO FAMILY

3. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

4. DIAGRAM OF HOUSE

5. AFFIDAVIT

4. CR # 97-860-5482

5. CPSC PHOTOGRAPHS & NEGATIVES

6. ASSIGNMENT



UN-PURGED

IDI # 961223HCC5164

PRODUCT: multi-purpose lighter (Aim n Flame)

MANUFACTURER/IMPORTER:

Scripto-Tokai Corporation
Fontana, CA 92337

IDENTIFIERS/ CONTACTS:

Boy: 8
Mrs. W/Mother: §

Captain Chris Morris

Fire Marshal Wade Phyfer
Cornville-Page Springs Fire District
P.O. Box 985

1120 S. Page Springs Road
Cornville, Arizona 86325
520/ 634-4865 .
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_ United States Government 524;1' =4 ;ﬁ& / ]

Consumer Product Safety Commission L
522 N. Central Avenue, Room 207, Phoenix, Arizona 85004
Phone # 602/ 379-3510 Fax # 602/ 379-3518

January 2

Chief Wade Phyfer
Cornville Fire Department
P.O. Box 985

Cornville, Arizona 85¢25

This is a written requect for copies of your investigation/run
reports and any photcgraphs covering a fire which took place on
or about October 28, 19956 a - We uncerstand
this incident 1nvolved a 4 year old child playing with a barbecus
lighter.

I believe your run number for this incident is 96-367. We are
interested in receiving®as much information as possible about the
sequence of events, the child, and the lighter (style/brand/
model)

As am agency of the Federal Government, the U.S. Cecnsumer Product
Safety Commission (CPFSC) is responsible for invesgtigating
consumer product related injuries and deaths under Section' 5, 16
and 29 of the Consumer Product Safsty Act (Public¢ Law S2- 573, 15
U.S.C. 2054 and 3065). CPSC is also charged with enforcing
federal safety regulations covering cribs, swimming pocls, power
tools, furniture, children's products, household appliances and
other consumer products.

We are currently investigating fires and injuries involving
bartecue and cigarette lighters. Information about CP3C is
attached. Please call me if you have any questions. I can be
reached at 602/ 379-3510.

Sincerely, _~

))

/.7(&'3'71/%'2/(:(/ ’(7' 4, [’{[% 75

Mr. Zannie E. Weaver
Federal Investigator

Attachments
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United States Government g’/;Wv‘-z' 7 2
Consumer Product Safety Cormission L

522 N. Central Avenua, Room 207, Phoenix, Arizona 85004
FPhone # 602/ 379-3510 Fax # 802/ 379-35.8

As an agency of the Faderal Geovernment, —he U.S5S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSCV is responsible for investigating
consumer praduct related injuries, deaths and potential injury
situations. These investigations help wake us .awars of hazards
ro children and adults and aids us in preventing siwmilar
incidents from occurring to other people.

[ understand that your family had a swall fire during Ccltober
1996 when your son was able to op=2rate a multi-purpcse butane
lighter. We are currently investigating fires started by young
children using multi-purpose lighters.

CPSC would like to obtain as much infeormation as possikle about
this fire, the sequence of events, how your .son was able to
operate the lighter and the amount of property damages caused by
this fire.

CPSC enforces the federal safety regulations coverirg cconsumer
products such as lighters, children's articles, nousehold
appliances, and power tools. Information obtained during ocur
investigations help us understand potential hazards and notify
the public about these dangers.

I will attempt to call you during the next few days.
+o contact me if you have any gquestions. I can be r n
Phoenix at 602/ 379-3510. Information about CPST is enclosed.

Sincerely,

o b Wotrrem

Mr. Zannie E. Weaver
Federal Investigator

Enclosures
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AFFIDAVIT 5/ %j) g‘{g o

= OF : T ) i KCGU.‘ Y OF
_ (A M::,-_'{/ p &rﬂfﬁ—f?“t{
Reforesfie %" ‘/W‘-p M !/{//f Z-

,a daiy suthorized employes of the Con-

sumer Pr o@ afety Commission, apnropn-ual) des ignated by the Chairman of said Cormunission pur-
\th o }m\wo ns 31 the Consumer Product Safety Act (sec. 27 (b}{2), B6 Stat. 1228 15

w ;)  administer er take oaths, affirmations, and affidavits personally appeared
m in the county and State aforesaid, who, be ng first duly

7t %‘fa%’“ﬁ"ﬂ%v’b@ 2l o Q
%ﬁw [’Z-ﬂzm&/? Ff >y / T?’M
O@Wj— 1ILO S, Pagel/S W/A /@//

2l H 2 863 it
/0/018’/‘“/‘ ' s D7 /fv&/ 4

7 &
M//ing 7, W“é/

swarn, deposes and says:

_ %@_/44/22/.1_ e V=

ufo”—/é %CWS(_
z . /MMQ/‘ P75
"‘Mwé, "Arim f&(/
¥ XX S ero- 7oA/ C’MQ/OOP/QT//}W/
FoNTANA, (A GX3I3T MADRE N MEXIcO”]
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
SAMPLE COLLECTION REPORT

Sample Flag . 2. Date Collected | 3. Sample Type and Number: 97-860-5482

FONTANA, CA 92337

1.

F/U IDI 961223HCC5164 | 2/26/97 @ Physical (O Documentary

4a. Product Name 4b Model 4c NEISS 5. Assignment Number

MULTI-PURPOSE LIGHTER * | AIM N FLAME 1247

6. Complete for Import Samples :
Port of Entry: ‘ ;2:!: 8. Hours ?::?;V —3
Country of Origin: o
Entry No. and Date: : 9a Home RO 9h Collecting RO
Customs Contact: FOWR FOWR

10. Sample Cost 11. Invoice Value of Lot 112. Size of Lot Units

$0.00 . ‘ i1 unt

13. Manufacturer/importer #SCRO013 |14. Shipper/Foreign Manufacturer 115. Dealer/import Broker #

SCRIPTO-TOKAI CORP. e CORNIVLLE FIRE DEPT.

11591 ETIWAND AVE. 1120 S. FAGE-SPRINGS RD

CORNVILLE, AZ 86235

16.

SUpporting documents attached: »
Invoice No. and Date: NA - Data Shipped:

Shipping Record and Date: _N/A

Affidavit Signer's name, title and date: CHRIS MORRIS, FIRE DEPT. CAPTAIN, 2/26/97

17.

Product Identification:
Sample is a multi-purpose lighter containing butane gas under

pressure. It measures just under 9" long.lhas a black barrel & a red
handle. Labeling includes: "Aim n Flame *** SCRIPTO-TOKAI CORPORATION.

18.

Reason for collectionfanalysis needed: () FHSA @ CPSA () FFA () PPPA
Lighter was operated by 4 vr. old child. possible Sec. 15.

(O RsA

19.

Summary of Field Screening:.
A 4 year old boy was able to operate this lighter & used it to ignite

window curtains. see IDI # 961222HCC5164.

20.

Sample size/Method of Collection:

. Sample collected from Cornville Fire Department while investigating

IDI 961223HCCS5164. Sample IDed as in # 21 & sealad in piastic bag as
in # 22. Sample kept under lock & key.

sampls requested by Linda Smith. EPHS. Sample shipped via FED EX in
HAZMAT boxes to CPSC Sample Custodian for delivery to EPHS. Linda
Smith. ATTACHMENTS: CPSC Receipt for Sample. Affidavit. Assignment.

21. Identification on sample: 22. Identification on seal and date:
* 97-860-5482 ZEW  2/26/97 °|"97-860-5482 Zannie E. Weaver 2/26/97
23a. Sample delivered to: ' ' 23b Date |24. Report/Record :3ent to:
FEDEX A 313197 FOWR
25. Laboratory/Office: gy | SEL___ CRM ___ CCA ___ Other EPHS
26. Remarks:

27. Related Samples:

none

28a Collector's namettitie: : 28b Collector’s signature/date:

Zannie E. Weaver Sr. Resident Investigator 34’& At Y L %//é ﬂq/g_(; 3 —3-.6-'7‘

29a Reviewer's nameltitle: 6 ;Qb Reviewer's signature/date:
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CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVES FOR SAMPLE # 97-860-5482

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

FONTANA. CA 92337 MADE IN MEXICO."
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T8k 96/223HCCS/LG
/"" "f'.‘ ‘:'yf/i— .‘.’
. f%i-/é/’f’wz”ﬁf 5
{ ?TPLD ACTIVTTY REQUFST ’
[ L. REGION/STATE | 2._QPERATION [Check uDﬂ”CDf_atP Block(s)] 35, DATS ISSLos
l ECWR/ . 1] Inspection [_] Recall Effect Check ] Yoo
[ 4. NUMBER 1 {_] Telephone Contact E%ﬁ Investigation I 3t ~$§Eﬁféi%§_—m
¥Q()/17-J/f£,€_‘>/[,§‘ I J Semple Collaction [ 1 Other
[ 5. ESTABLISHNENT o
Nam
§ rddrons. Cosrr ’gé/ /’ /3 | -
% Phone: ( ) -
City: . .
; % (ié&7r71/2ﬁnff§;,// )%7-f7 State: ZIP: ->
[ 6. PRODUCT 1 7. HOURS .
BB G LA 1 >
[ '6/% é} ZC”’/ )} Travel: > .
[ 8. MANAGEMENT FODE ] 9. DATE COMPLETED
[ MIS: SAbAl FPC Nr. ] >
[ NEISS: 1 >
{ 10. SUPERVISORY INVESTIGATOR 1 1L. INVESTIGATOR
L > . 1>
i Z\/ Cvin _,___,Zéﬁv“j?_j‘_?..m_ 1> / annie Weavey
(12. COFPLIANCE OFFICER ‘ 1 13. PRIORITY
( 1>
( 1>

14A. HISTORY:

e 54&45‘71f;%‘ ?3074453¢<<77144:cf%?cfaz' 275&?17%’ ,/12j§77ﬁ25%?;*‘
%5/@—/ . |

14B. ACTION REQUESTED:

Comn fuctl T IL

1S. ngp:sw:oa's NAME - 1 TITLE ] SIGNATURE
> i ’ 1 ]
¢ é:mqﬂét 5;77/&&/ ] ]

l6. DISTRIBUTION

Orig: Tnpvestigator
cc: Supervisory Invest igator

FOWR Prog. Mgr . (LCornell)
FOWR Compliance

e Wae Xan Kan Las RanFasRan Kl

PSC Form 167R (created 10/91) . ‘ Western Region
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- Cottonwood, AZ
 Cir5,00022wk
s Read 'arch Cllps

B \!ﬂares up ; =
N The® Cornvxlle-?age Sprmgs ‘Fire |
partment came off a quiet streak Monday o
; with a blaze of busmess — two ﬁres in )ust
N gﬁ".;_zweran hour. o imae
o & First, a1 2:28 p m. Mondav.thcdcparhnent V(74
- mcelved acall to ignore any smoke .reports  {
i they might get from the area o*“
&Y _émmg.d set the curtains on -
= ﬁre but the blaze already was put out with a .
; home fire extinguisher. A.,omvxlle-Page
i ¥ Sprmgs Fire. Department responded to check .{ . L
. ,-on the situation. They ended up clearing out . S B
T ihc smoke, taking down the bumed matenal
' .‘_'andwettmgdowntheama. : BT
o ; _The 4-year-old got a stern talk aboulthe—-— o e
. i dangers of playmg with fire, in this case a, ] o
. { device used to easily light balrbecuegnlls
\Then, as soon as they retumed to the g _
. rtiolxabput:3:30 p.m.; the fxreﬁghte :
. z-called Ou Yo handle a vehi

1['

ol ‘returned from cutting
.b"._..edsome'of : \
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1. CASE NG L INVESTIGATOR'S 10 1 OFFICE COOE

970103HCC 5169 al1ls |7 8l6lo| EPIDEMIOLOGIC
'S Egm:? YR MO DAY 5 DATE YR MO DAY 'NVESTIGAT]ON

T T . INVESTIGATION

9l6| 1122 14| wmws 917 | 013 011 REPORT

¢ sopss of sccoentoncomruar 226 Year old girl died from smoke inhalation after
another 4 year old ignited Christmas wrapping/paper w:ith a disposable

we lighter. Although there were older people in ThHe house, they |
were sleeping in a bedroom, when the fire was started. A teenage Uncle
tried to rescue his 3 nieces; one did not make IE.

7. mmymmom [ S-12 4 9. STATE
Home : 110 Abilene TEXAS T| X
10A. MRST PAODUCT 13A. TRAQE/BRAND NAME., MOOEL NUMBER,
4 I‘NUFWER‘_AOO'&
disposable vop LL1 6101 4 | Wupy o —FLAME", Scripto-Tokai, Fortana, CA.
108, SECOND PACOUCT 118, TRACEMBRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER,
. MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
none ,
12 AGE OF VICTIM ﬂ'. SEX (Use manencel ¢ooe) M._Dmﬂ 1S, NLURY DIAGNCSI'S R
ol 0 a2 |2 Died 8| [Smoke inhala- | . 5
UNKNOWN .3 . tiOI’l
16 800Y PART 17. AESPONOCENTS) (Momer, Ariend) 18, TYPE INVESTIGATION 18 TIME SPENT
ALL : . . . ON SITE 1 )
8] 5 Fire Official 3 Tegrone 2 |2 0)¢ IO
20. ATTACHMENTS 1. CASE SOURCE 2. AEVIEWED 8Y - 0 sar
Multiple 9 Newspaper 0|5 92 ‘57 c?:/] EETIN

Z3. PERMISSION TO OISCLOSE NAMES
NONNESS CASES OMLY) (ZPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME CPIC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY MsME %

i O 250

6
COSA
/n,’:,‘v‘\bb\'s o
4

mmmwmmmm ?
| CPSC FOMWU NO. 162 (Revass 1083) ~ APPROVED FOR USE THROUGH S5/31/94 QME. 3O. 3041-0029-




IDI 970103HCC 5169 pg—2 BRB/3187
1/30/97 LIT

INJURY SCENARIO: ' ¢
Pre-Injury Phase:

According to the Fire Safety Education Officer. from whom this
Investigator received information for this report, the product involved
in the fatal fire incident, was a "multi- purpose” disposable butane
lighter of an undetermined age. The respondent stated that the location
where the incident occurred was a three bedroom (5 room total) wooden
framed house. Reportedly. there were no smoke detectors. Inside the
house at the time of the fire were 3 teenagers. and three children under
the age of 7. The Official stated he has gathered information that the
three teenagers. all 18 years of age. were in a bedroom asleep when the
fire started. It js believed that the children ages 3.4. and 6 were playing
in the living room of the house immediately before the inception of the
fire. '

The Respondent learned that the 4 year old child was playing with
a disposable butane fueled lighter when she ignited the Christmas
wrapping around the Christmas tree.

The fire is believed to have started around 9:50 a.m.. in the living
room of the house. near the Christmas tree.

Injury Phase:

Nothing else is known about this phase since the Fire Education
Officer stated no adult witnessed the ignition of the fire. It is believed
that the children went to another bedroom when after the fire started.

Post Injury Phase:

After the fire was flaming and the teenagers learned of the fire.
they "hurried” to get out of the house. The exit used by two of the
teenagers was through a window. A Uncle of the children. anoiher 18
year old. tried frantically to rescue his nieces through a hallway leading
to a back door. Itis believed because of the heat produced by the fire
of the Christmas tree, which was the second product believed to have

‘been ignited. the only door exit available was the back door. The
teenagers and two of the smaller children escaped. The 6 year old girl
~ was found by the Fire Officials in the hallway near the back door. The
cause of death was reported as being smoke inhalation. Others that were
- treated for smoke inhalation were the Uncle of the children and the two
other children. One of the other teenage boys was treated and admitted
for lacerations and burns. The third teenager did not require any
medical attention. .
The house received damages of an estimated $30.000.



IDI 970103HCC 5169 pg-3 LIT
3/01/97 BRB

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION:

The Fire Safety Officer involved me via telephone communications
that the lighter was not retrieved after the fire. However. from
conversations/interviews he learned the 11ghter was a d1sposab1e butane
, 'xghter described as being a "multi-purpose” lighter. The brand is an

"AIM -N-FLAME". with a red plastic frame. The manufacturer is believed
to be SCRIPTO TOKAI. FONTANA. CA. 92337. MADE IN MEXICO.

EXHIBITS:
Attached are the following exhibits:
1. A copy of the Fire Report mailed by the Fire Department;

2. A copy of the press release that the Department issued after the
fire.
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" City of Abilene NEWS

555 \Walnut Street
P.O. Box 60

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE _ Abilene, TX 79604-0060
(915) 676-6682
FAX (915) 676-6673

For more information contact: Scott Riggins, Fire Safety Education Officer

On December 24, 1996, a six year-old Abilene girl died in a house fire. Investigation of this
fire showed that the child was playing with a fireplace lighter, or what is called a "multi-
purpose" lighter. The "multi-purpose", a Scripto Aim-N-Flame Disposable butane lighter,
has been linked to several fire related deaths since it was first marketed in 1988.

Based on information obtained from the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC),
from January 1988 to November 1996, there were 53 reported incidents involving fires
started by children under age five using "multi-purpose" lighters. As a result, ten deaths
and 24 injuries occurred. From 1988 through 1994, five or fewer fires were reported
annually. In 1995, eleven fires, three injuries and two deaths were reported. For 1996,
22 fires, 15 injuries and four deaths were reported. These numbers are conservative
because they include only the incidents that are known to the CPSC.

Several features make the "multi-purpose" lighter appealing to children. The tov-like shape
and size of the flame enhances the attractiveness of the lighter compared to ordinary
cigarette lighters or matches. Additionally, the llghter s mechanism is easily cperated by
children. The "multi-purpose" lighter does have an On-Off switch, which acts as a safety,
but it is casier to move to the "On" position than to the "Off" position.

Children under age five typically are incapable of dealing with fire once it is star-ted, which
puts them and their families at special risk of injury. In the cases of the ten fatz. lltles, most
of the fires were started by children.

16 CFR 1210 Safety Standard for Cigarette Lighters calls for child-proof mechanisms on
lighters. However, the "multi-purpose” lighters do not have to have child-proof
mechanisms, making educational efforts, warning labels and adult supervision even more
important. -

For more information on these deadly lighters and more dangers associated with them,
please contact Scott Riggins at the Abilene Fire Department or call 676-6682.

Issued: 02-25-97
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m. o : R z T e awE o 20 =
zg??luthé::‘..‘ ‘Robert ‘E. Frye -at’CPSC-HQ2 e a—

ki

" “'pates . 12/30/96 2314 PM_ T
Priority: Normal =~ = L .7 I T Lo

3

. 70: Arthur K. McDonald.- - — —uo o ol

" cC: Barbara J. Jacobson T T LT -

I cC: Mary Ann Danello " T~ .
- CC: Linda E. Smith SET - L g
7" subject: MULTI-PURPOSE LIGHTER CASE : e T
£ - -—— Message Contents -
¥ ART: Please have this case assigned for 1nves'tiqaation:-.-'“_“ N -
b ' (BJ can you send a copy of the BP to Mr. Scott?) ' _ N
' Today I received a call from Scott Riggins (915/676-6682),. _ - N _
; . Fire Safety Education Officer, Abilene Fire Department, IR R
= . ' Abilene, TX 79601, (FAX 915/676-6673) - . - - -- _ T JA N
" "He reported an incident where a ‘six year old girl died after . N 2 199? .

T _'starting a residential fire with a Scripto Aim'n Flame multi-
‘ purpose fireplace lighter. He gsaid that Christmas wrapping
~ _..paper and a Christmas tree were the first items ignited. There. ™ - -

[ — — - -

R FRII)
| !

] --- were six people who were exposed to this fire on December 24. - - --. T o7 -
g:....___._ e me - - - - . - I - T . . P,

v e _ He wanted to know whether we had any gimilar incidents. I described _ — " - -

=7 " our current efforts related to the petition’and FAXed him a _ - s

copy of Linda's memo. Because he said he needed the information - -~ b

for the press, I called Rick Frost and left him a phone mail.
B __summary of the incident and Mr. Scott's phone number. o -
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'r\-A Texas Press Service Inc.

————A business affiliate of the Texas Pre.
57]18 W. 5th St. . Austin, T; “ Am

2-471-6755, 'FAX 5!2-477-6759
Abiene Reponer-News

Abilene TX

destroys ’

By T. EISEREé 7 body oh the ground in the backyard

Staff Writer

A midmorning, two-alarm blaze

.onTChristmas Eve claimed the life of

a- 6-year-old girl at her norths1de
Abilene home.

‘The girl’s two sisters, ages two
.and four, were rescued. by the
valiant efforts of their 18-year-old
uncle,

covered by a blue blanket.
“That's my little baby, man,”
shouted the grieving father, Wil
* as he attempted to push two
police officers out of the way. .
Other shocked.family members

sank to the ground in grief as they
heard the horrible news: about

q& fate. .
"% who had been asleep, “Day dy,Id1dn’t know: I was back

- gathered the three girls together
and tried to lead them out of the
house, located at »
In all the smoke and fire, somehow
bhecame separated
and was left inside.

‘fmm

Aiaetnd

- had been in a bedroom
~asleep, escaped the inferno R

) by jumping through a liv-"§

: mg- room window,

"+ "By the time ﬁreﬁghbers
.ar;-lved on the scene, at
10;12 a.m., the house was

said he had all three of-
‘the kids, and he turned around and
‘couldn’t find the other.one,” said
 a family friend.

o friends, NNG_—.

, who

there sleepxng, a former
Abilene High School running back,
who had Tun out of the house in
only his boxer shirts and had cov-
ered himself with a blanket.

The three girls were staying with

_their grandmother,
who had gone Christmas shoppmg
earher that morning.

* When arrived on the
scene, it was a gut-wrenching sight
as she cried in anguish, “Oh, my

- God. Oh, my baby.”

W - Later, the girl's body was
placed on top of a picnic

table as Justice of the

‘nounced her dead at 11 04
am.. - -
Since it appears she dxed

“fully involved in a inferno.
A second-alarm was called» from . smoke - mhalatlon,
" at:10:14am. - B B ‘Matta said an aufopsy w11]
" “The firemen had a'hard =’ not be performed. ™
time' . getting in,” ‘said ,>' ““It’s . awful and . it's
Assistant Fire Marshal - 'sad,? ‘,md\ as® she

Henry Davila, who mvestlgated the

DEC 25 1955

Fio|32R

Peace Sam Matta pro- - -

held on to her own:small child’ s

- cause of the fire. just keep thinking what if this was
" When ﬁreﬁﬁi ﬁnally located * my house and my baby” :
- B-year-old ‘who had

just “celebrated ~her birthday ' Mother informed

. Satprday, she was lying in the hall- -

. way.

~ “You just never know" what hap- ms:n Antonio to mform hex'

- pened,” Davila said. “She just didn’t 01 L1€DEWS.

~make it out. In a smoky situation W, 18, was taken boHendnck ~ y -
‘ like that, you do get disoriented.” N Medical Center, where hewashsted e e T

"~ Accidental start

_ “Davila said the children were
~p1aymg with a fireplace lighter

.in stable condition. - -

Sy, 18, had did not need
hospital treatment.
: ht.he two girls and a next-

. Fire officials 'smam
called the “girl’s - mother, :

R

&

~ -when they—acesdental-}r-emted “door neighbor, ‘who tried to help, . -J A [\ Lo s~
: some scraps of paper on fire. . - were-all treated and released ﬁ'om . N 2 twhul
* -%0ne of the things that really con- Hendnck. : .
“tributed to the fire spreading so fast- - The fire ¥ was finally tapped out at :
was;,the Christmas tree being a real 11:28 am.

trée: They go up real fast.”

After the girl's body was brought
out “of the.still- smoldermg house,
pohee had tq restrain various mem-
berd of the

Y
\Frreﬁghbegs Jaid / her crumpled:.

"insurance, and a account has
been set up in name at
Bank of America.

“We're going to need all the help'
we get,” saide an aunt

The fanuly did not have any =



g ) t L
" Bob Baxter, Little Rock, investigated the death of a 6-yezr-old 1w(”
child. The victim died from smoke inhalation after she or her 4- /;“ LY
year-old sister ignited Christmas paper with a "multi-purpose" .
lighter believed to be a Scripto Aim-N-Flame disposable butane }“
lighter. (IDI #970103HCC5169)

Cassie Thorsen, Chicago, supplied injury prevention materials to
the Missouri Child Fatality Review Team for use in their training
sessions to be held throughout the state. The Missouri program
has been in operation since 1991. Officials want to expard the
program to increase the amount of prevention education they are
doing. CPSC materials and information will be an importarit part
of this effort. ‘
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Office of the Secretary
Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, D.C. 20207-0001

RE: ANPR for Multi-Purpose Lighters
Dear Madam/Sir:

We wish to provide additional comments on Petition CP 96-1 as we have recently
received information which we believe the Commission should consider in its investigation and
ruling on the proposed rule. This concerns a fatality fire in Abilene, Texas involving several
small children and an "Aim ’'n’ Flame" lighter. -

On December 24, 1996, six year old MMM and her four year old maternal
were visiting the home of their grandmother ‘SN for the

Also playing with the two children that morning was 1.5 year old
who is the daughter of ~ (26 y.o.) whe is also'the daughter

The children got the lighter from the top of an entertainment center and w:re playing
with it when the fire started in the living room. Their eighteen year old uncle was able to save

two of the girls from the burning home, butSMENE was found dead in a scorched and
burned hallway.

sister,
Christmas holidays.

of

We have attached a copy of the Abilene Fire Marshall’s Incident Report.

P



Office of the Secretary

Consumer Product Safety Commission
March 17, 1997

Page Two

Enclosed is a self-addressed stamped envelope and copy of this letter. Pléase use¢ this
to return a file stamped copy of this comment to the Petition: -

Very truly yours,
MCDOWELL COLLMER, L.L.P.

Y2

. Matk W. Collmer
MWC/plu

Enclosure: Texas Fire Incident Reporting System Incident Report
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Clearinghouse Format - With MFR

Accident Investigations 5/28/97
U.S. Consumer Product Satety Commission

National Injury Information Clearinghouse Page 1
Task number: 970103HCC5169 Date Accident: 12/24/96 D Date Entered: 04/08/97
City : ABILENE State: TX Type: 2=PHONE Source: 23
Sex: FEMALE Status: C Disposition: 8=FATALITIES, INCL
Age: 6 . Location: HOME
Diagnosis: ANOXIA Body Part: ALL PARTS OF BODY
Document Number: X9710001A Category Id: BUNNO21997

Product1: 1604 CIGARETTE OR PIPE LIGHTERS
Product2: 1137 PAPER PRODUCTS
Manufacturer: SCRIPTO-TOKAI Model : AIM N' FLAME

Synopsis : UNK UNK )
A 6-YEAR OLD GIRL DIED OF SMOKE INHALATION AFTER ANOTHER 4-YEAR OLD
IGNITED CHRISTMAS WRAPPING/PAPER WITH A DISPOSABLE CIGARETTE
LIGHTER. ALTHOUGH THERE OLDER PEOPLE [N THE HOUSE, THEY WERE
SLEEPING IN A BEDROOM WHEN THE FIRE WAS STARTED. A TEENAGE UNCLE



