FIELD ACTIVITY COVERSHEET C& A

1. 2. OPERATION (Check One) 3. DATE
REGION/STATE ( ) Inspection ‘ ( ) Establishment Visit 10-07-96
Telephone Contact Investigati
FOER/CLT (( )) O one Lontac ) Investigation | 4 NUMBER tor R0 use) |
960926CCC5659 |
5. ESTABLISHMENT
Name : unknown
Address:
City - State: Zip:
RELATED FIRM ( ) Parent ( ) Headquarters ( ) Subsidiary - ( ) Other
Name: | ] City: | ] State: [ ]
I

7. PRODUCTS COVERED . OTHER CONSUMER PRODUCTS
fueled charcoal lighter/unspecified bedding unknown

9. ESTABLISHMENT TYPE NA
( X') Manufacturer () Importer ' .
( ) Wholesaler ( ) Own Label Distributor Product Covered § _____ Units:

10. ANNUAL PRODUCTION

( ) Retailer ( ) Repackager :

( ) Other: Other Products $ Units:
11. 1.S. 12. SAMPLES COLLECTED 13. MIS CO 14. HOURS
BUSINESS none 32626 Activity _10.0

15. REASON FOR ACTIVITY (Assignment Reference)
Follow-up to a insurance investigator’s report.

16. ANNOUNCED ( ) Rationale for Announced Inspection NA
UNANNOUNCED ( )

17. EMPLOYEE’S NAME TITLE SIGNATURE
All . Dobbin 18 Investigator .
en C ins 8189 g @ Ny
18. () ENDORSEMENT ( ) REMARKS ( ) SUMMARY ( )OTHER[ ]

A 4 year old male playing with a charcoal lighter started a fire which

caused $10,000 damage to a mobile home. e
$10, MFR/PRVLBR NOTIFIED cpsa 6 W -
Follow-up: Refer to CECA. o Comreerts made "
Comments attache N dén“i\ea

.. —-—
isions/Reviions  produt’ T 1,
Firmtas not requestec xeen ‘: ey
/furihef otice Firms NO

Comments Processed
Comm

19. REVIEWER’'S NAME TITLE SIGNATURE
Gilbert Bodin Supervisory

| —

Investigator i Wﬂ,,/_

20. REVIEW
DATE

11/25/96

21. DISTRIBUTION




960926CCC5659
8189 page 2

POST-ACCIDENT:

The fire department extinguished the fire but not before
significant damage occurred. The damage to the residence
exceeded $10,000.

Fire investigators traced the origin of the fire to a master
bedroom. The remains of the charcoal lighter were found in the
master bedroom. The 10 year old youth reported that the four
year old youth had been playing with the charcoal lighter in the
bedroom of the residence and ignited the bedding. It is not
known what happened to the remains of the lighter.

The fire investigator hired by the insurance company concluded
that the origin of he fire was indeed the bedroom where it was
reported that the child started the fire. The fire investigator
concluded that there was no indication of an intentionally set
fire.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The lighter involved in this fire was a butane charcoal/grill
lighter. The brand and manufacturer of the lighter is unknown.
The lighter was about nine inches in length and had an on/off
switch and flame length adjustment switch. It was a standard
charcoal or multi-purpose lighter which is recommended for
lighting charcoal or gas grills, fireplaces, and lighting pilot
lights. The investigator's report which accompanied this
assignment stated that the lighter was a piezo electric lighter.
The investigator stated that he used the term piezo electric
lighter as a generic name for the lighter. In my conversations
with the investigator and the father who had purchased the
lighter, I confirmed that it was a butane charcoal grill lighter.

Information concerning the bedding and mattress were not
available.

The father did not know if the lighter switch was in the "on" or
"off" position when the child found the lighter.

STANDARD INFORMATION:

There are no mandatory standards enforced by CPSC covering
charcoal/grill lighters.

ATTACHMENTS:

None.
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_ ‘ g. /qE SfAﬁ CH E /V G/NE E HS //V C | Consuiting Engineers & Tesling Lat;orarories

_.8821 Midway-West Road Raleigh, Nonth Carolina Z7613-9543 Phons: (919) 781-7730
Fax; (919) 782-2243
7 4

/0

Augus: 18, 1996

- X7,74033
me;‘:: l\v::l:ce;l Insurance Group, Inc. X 7@ ?"5// ?‘3 -

Post Office Box 5323
Cincinnati, OH 45201

RE: Manufactured Home Fire Analysis
Insured: «
Loss Location:
Date of Loss: August 9, 1996
Policy Number: 077G097331809
REI File Number: 96-E9447

Dear Mr. Walker:

On August 12, 1996, you telephoned Research Engineers, Inc. (REI) regarding the above-
captioned manufactured home fire. During our conversation you provided us with the following
information. The 1996 double-wide manufactured home was built by Champion Home Builders.
Reportedly, Ms. Sl grandson set the bed on fire. Our assignment was to determine the

origin and cause of fire damage.
| PG oo 55 P2
History "/ /d W ' j /' s
On Tuesday, August 12, 1996, we visited the site and met with Mrs. SAIFOUN_
who fumished us with the following information. The double-wide manufactured home was
purchased in June and permanently set-up in Juiy. 1996. Set-up of the manufactured home was

complete with the exception of the electrical sysiem and telephone service. While Mrs. (il
was outside, her four year old so“) found a Piezo Electric Lighter and ignited



Mr. Mark Walker 2 ‘ August 15, 1996

' the bed in the master bedroom. Mrs. 4SSl went to her next door neighbors home and called

the fire department. According to Mrs Wil the Gray's Creek Fire Department was called

a second time to extinguish a fire in the attic area.

jnation jre Sce R

During our field inwcstigation we made the following observations. The area of fire origin
was located in the master bedroom, and the point of fire origin was located on rhe northeast
corner of the king size maturess. We examined fire debris located towards the heaclboard of the
bed and were alerted to the presence of a flammable or combustible liquid. We removed three
fire debris samples from the flooring below the mattress and box springs. Laboratory analysis
indicates that there were no flammabl»or combustible residue found in the fire debris sample of
Exhibit-#1 thru #3. A container of Warren Charcoal Lighter was found near the front steps
located on the east side of the stnicmre. This container was collected as evidenc: and logged

in as Exhibit #4. Exhibit #4 was collected as a control sample.

We went to the Gray's Creek Fire Department and met with Captain R. Lloyd, who
provided us with the following information. The on‘giha.l fire was dispatched at 11:57 A.M.
Upon arrival, the master bedroom was totally involved in fire. The second fire was dispatched
at 16:23 (4:23 P.M.) and upon arrival they observed a small fire contained within & light fixture
of the master bed room. During the second response, the ceiling was pulled and no additional
fire damage was observed. The Gray's Creek Fire Department has not responded to this structure

for any additional fire emergencies.
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to inatj sis

During our laboratory analysis of the fire debris, we made the following observations.
Exhibits #1 through #4 were transported 1o Mercury Research Laboratories for analysis. Exhibits
#1 through #3 were analyzed by gas chromatography/mass spectrometry. (GC/MS). ‘The
analytical results of all three samples were negative. Since Exhibits #1 through #3 were reported

as negative, Exhibit #4 was not analyzed.

jon inion

Based upon the above observations and information, we have made the following analysis

and conclusions:

1. In our opinion the area of fire origin was located in the master bedroom and the

point of fire origin was located on the bed.

2. Based upon information we received from Mrs. MBI our opinion this fire

was caused when her son ignited the mattress covers with a Piezo Electric Lighter.

3. Based upon laboratory of the fire debris collected at the fire scene. In our opinion
there were no indications of flammable or combustible liquids used o accelerate

the subject fire.

-

4, In our opinion this fire was caused when a four year old child was able to operate

a Piezo Electric Lighter and ignite bedding material.

5. In our opinion there were no indications that this fire was intentionzlly set.
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6. It is possible that this fire may have been intentionally set. However, there is no
direct eviderice at this time to so indicate.
If you have any questions regarding the contents of this report, please do not hesitate to

contact our office. -
Respectfully submitted,

RESEARCH ENGINEERS, INC.

Bemard T. Kromenacker, CFI/CFEI
Chief Fire Investigator

BTK:dbs
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1 Telephone | 12 Anr fira outside 3 structure conbustion y 1 Eotinqu shnent
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systes | ., has 4 value 32 ENS only | 3 investigstion [
3 Private alarn systes, 13 Yenicle fire 40 Hazardous Condition ! Reaove hazard Primary
4 Radio i 14 Trees, druch, graes fire 80 Service call i § Ztynddy
$ verbal ) 15 Refuse fire (saterjal burn 80 Good intent call | & Talvage
6 Howe dialer " ing has no value 11 Filse lal#cxous V7 ﬁ;bui;nu [0}
7 Tie=line . 16 Explosion, no after-Fire 73 Falee Malfunction , 8 Fill in, nove up Secondary
8 Voice signal: Fire | 17 gutside spill, leak with fire 74 False  unintantional , 2 Cancelld !nroute
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9 Other {2} | ]
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forn of Neat of Ignition 0]  Type of Material Igrited 70 Fora of Material Ionited

If Heating Equipment Involved, lnrosene l Vood
Typs of Fuul Used _ 1,PG Coal
Tt 3 Electric 6 0il

NOBILE PROPERTY TYPE
11 Automobile

12 Bys
% 3'°ld§ii"9 {2 all-leitain vehicle
pen le otor hose
8 Out on arti!g} | 15 Travel trailer

7 Natural 6as
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7 Other (3]
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30 Rail transport

40 Vgter transpost
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1 Single story 1 Confined to object of origin

2 Two Storxes ’ Confined 1o part of a rooa or ares of srigin Flame  [3]
Jdord 3 Confined ta rson ¢f origin

PROPi“'! DANAGE CLASSIFICATION

1$ s $50,000-147,000 . .{
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1 Number.YIN
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45016 4 Confined to fire-ratad cosp. of orxexn saoke (6] of Closest it (1] 1-Smoke ¢-Heat
57t010 S Confined to ficor of origin .
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[pormeEcoe T ERIDEMIOLOGIC |
[8])[8])[0][8] [81[3][0}
lt. DATE OF INCIDENTYR MO DAY|6. DATE INVESTIGATION YR MO DAY lNVESTlGA n°N

[9]16)[0)(9){1](5]| mmaren [9]ie1[11[0])f3](0] REPORT

8. SYNOPSIE OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT. A three-year-old boy started a mattress on fire while
playing with a grill lighter. The boy started the !mttaiﬂés mattress of a bunk bed on :i‘re :
and the fire was discoverad by his mot VNQ aaog! inj red.and damag W
estimated at $15,000. . M"'m& No Comreen 4 " —7 5

further nefic® outied:

7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc)  |¥. OFTY b.5TATE T

Home [11(0] |East Liverpool OHIOw*"
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER /i ADDRESS
h [1 J{2 ](4 ][7 ]Grill lighter. |Unknown
108. SECOND PRODUCT ' 11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER &, ADDRESS
L [ 4)[0 ][0 ][9 ]Mattress (Unknown
12.AGE OF VICTIM  [13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14.DISPOSITION 16. INJURY DIAGNOSIS

MALE -1 No injury No injury
[B)919] |remae.2 [9] [0] 70
UNKNOWN- $

18.BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S} (Mother, Friend)  [18. TYPE INVESTIGATION [19. TIME SFENT

No injury Father of boy. _ ON SITE -9 31 Hours | ]{3 ).[0]

TELEPHONE - 2
[9 19 ] 1] | |mernone Travel [0][6 ]
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 2. REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
[9] Multiple [0116 ] (I /J [N
Newspaper / /]
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES , I 7
(NON NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [ ] PG MAY NOT DISCLOSE My NAME X}

r« NARRATIVE (See instructions en Page 2 28. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW  DATE

The mother of a three-year-old boy was sitting in the basement of her home
watching television when she smelled smoke. She went upstairs and found her three
year old son In his bedroom with the mattress of his bunk bed on fira. She attempted
Lto put the fire out, but was unsuccessful. She then call the fire department and
evacuated the home. No one was injured. :

An interview with the child's father disciosed that the father had been doing some
work in the kitchen and he had to disconnect the range. When he reinstalled ths range
he went outside and brought a grill lighter Into the house to light the piiot light in the
range. After lighting the range he put the lighter in a drawer in the kitchen.

‘ On the dax of the ﬂrg the child mg‘arentg went in the drawer and got the gr;ill

attac ed (PR — [orvtt Wlrs
\sions ‘ ates/ P
y6ns/Revis© ted no ! fied fﬁ
proquestel ke
.0 prod Ly )
R~ & 3

b
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" Nov-18-96 03:53P CPSC Cle Office : 216 239 4626 _. [ﬁ P.O2
© . —— ‘,_ ‘

To-westaarors o [3. oFrcecooe | EPIDEMIOLOGIC
961015CCC5694 [8][s][o]i8] ::lli.lfoi“ INVESTIGATION

4. DATE OF INCIDENTYR MO DAY |§. DATE INVESTIGATION

[9{EI0[9N[1]{5]| mmaren [elre1]ro3]Lol REPORT

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT. A three-year-old boy started a mattress on fire while
playing with a grill lighter. The boy started the bottom mattress of a bunk bed on fire -
and the fire was discovered by his mthﬂ)rwmg oS \Was

estimated at $15,000. MFR No

7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc)  |¥. CITY
Home [1][0] |East Liverpool
0A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER 8 ADDRESS

[1 ]{2 )(4 J[7 1Grill lighter. |Unknown

10B. SECOND PRODUCT _ DTSR NANE MOE RO N TSR EADoRESS
[ 4]0 ][O ][9 ]Mattress |Unknown

12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION ) 16. INJURY DIAGMOSIS

MALE -1 No injury No injury
[P)9][9] |remac.2 [9] [0] 7ol
UNKNOWN- 3
18. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION |19. TIME SPENT
No injury Father of boy. _ ONSITE -1 3] Hours [ I[3 }.[0]
TELEPHONE -2
[0 ] "l - |mEuErHoNe Travel [0](6]
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 2. REVIEWEDBY YR MO DAY

. [T By

(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [ ] cPsc mAY NOT DiscLosE My Namz [X ]
24. NARRATIVE (See instructions on Fage 2) 28. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE

| SUMMARY OF INDINGS

The mother of a three-year-old boy was sitting in the basement of her home

| watching television when she smelled smoke. She went upstairs and found her three
iyear old son in his bedroom with the mattress of his bunk bed on fire. She attempted
jto put the fire out, but was unsuccessful. She then call the fire department and
evacuated the home. No one was injured. :

; An interview with the child's father disciosed that the father had been doirg some
jwork in the kitchen and he had to disconnect the range. When he reinstalled the range
he went outside and brought a grill lighter into the house to light the pilot light in the
range. After lighting the range he put the lighter in a drawer in the kitchen.

On the day of the fire the apparent

got the grill

went in the drawer and
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nghtor and started the mamess on fire. The father said his son was fascinated with fire.
He said the family did a lot of camping and whenever they build a fire the boy ‘was -
constantly playing with it.

On the day | interviewed the father he was working on the home. He said averything
inside the home had been thrown in a 40 cubic yard rubbish container. He had no’
information about the lighter except that it was a grill lighter and he had no information
about the mattress.

ATTACHVENTS
1. Fire Report.
2. Assignment/newspaper article.
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM

DOCUMENT NUMBER: é?.é’f'//ézﬁ'
DATE OF INCIDENT: 7//)7@ CATID: CARMO7 1994 7

Yo LA 2. AT
FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED » HAZARD ANALYSIS ( ) CRM ( )

TYPE FOLLOW-UP ; TELEPHONE ( ) ON-SITE (X)

HBEADQUARTERS CONTACT: Michael Bogumill 504-0400 X1368
Backup: Bob Poth 504-0400 x1375

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: For any child playing with fire involving a
cigarette lighter. Determine the model and manufacturer's name,
type of lighter (refillable/disposable and fluid/butane), operating
mechanism, age of child who operated the lighter, and‘ accident
scenario. Describe operating mechanism in detail and collect
lighter, if possible. ‘

The new regulation requiring disposable butane iig'ht_ers and all
novelty,.lighters to be child-resistant went into effect in July

1994. ( OGRS 7/ FF 7
L~ ~ e~ —~—
&// /@f_{_{’f7 /é’//.l’f/f—(/// J//"‘.)’/g/ —d Sy
X W— f/// BFIEES e e 5 FE

e
e “Hrss s potverC . (BN AL 7 )

1258
/‘./z/mv)
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—

Person(s) to Contact:

Guidelines: Appendix 45

v 7 35 1Y /74
Asgifned to: aﬁfé ~ Requested by: .

CPSC Foxrm 324A (10/95)
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Chﬂ}\playmg with hghtex/
said to he cause of blaze

gttt
4

SO0 d

EAST ~ L — A
Sun:hyﬁnnu bon Street
homc,tepomdl started by a

withnnghm

'aused Slmhdamager-

xepom the home nw
St ismedby)ohn

The blaze originated in the
right rear bedroom and extended
m&othe mﬁ%’

ent's
ment received the call at 8:05
p.m. Smoke also was venting out
the door and rear window of the
two-story frame home upon ar-

A 3-year-old edly
- was playing withbonghta.

a mattress to bum. Tina
the mother of the child,
medmexun;uubduﬁre

before fire officials were notxﬁed
edly told fire

officals she was in the basement
watching television when she
smelled smoke. When she inves.
tgated she reportedly found her
son in the room with the lowc
mattress of a bunk bed on fire

The right .vear bedroom re.
g“*“‘a.‘;.f‘,”i Doy ekt and

cat
smoke damaged oecnmed th
first floor; smoke and water darn-
age was ‘moderate in the buse-

ment arca; and fire control dam-

-

agealso occurred to the home.

l'xreﬁghtcr Jeff Xreefer was in- -

Jured battling the blaze when

of ghss pierced his
?n? ted his left foot.

-;lmted at City Hospital g
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{ 1. case nvumaer 2. NVESTIGATOR'S 0 ]3.
| 961016CCC5697 8055
| 4. INCIDENT DATE YR -~ MO DAY|5. paTemimwmares  ve— wo oayl IINVVES TIGA TION
: 96 02 29 96 11 05 PORT :

8. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT ' ) : ) |
A four year old male ignited the curtains of his bedroom with 2 butane charcoal lighter. No injuries resulted &om!

| 7. tocaTion ‘ 8. cry ,
‘ Home - Bedroom 1 0 Fitchburg
| 70A. FIRST PRODUCT

9. STATE

MA
11A. ME/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS

‘ . - Scripto-Torai Corp., Fontana, CA. 92337
ChareoalGrillnghtet 1247 AIM N-FLAME . ,

; 108. SECOND PRODUCT 118. TRADE/BRAND NA EL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS

Curtains 0617 | : Unknown
172 AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX : ‘ ' 14. DISPOSITION ~ 15. INVURY DIAGNOSIS :
; 999 M Tl te. 9 No Injury 0 0 Nokjury 7 0
| 16. 80DY PART - |12. ResPonpElTrS) - 8. INVESTIGATION TYPE | 19. TIMIE SPENT
; No Injury 99 _ ] 45 , 00 0
f - Scord A nh 3 OLHER. 3 , Ll
20. ATTACHMENTS  |21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWED BY . YR, MO Day
Fire Report 2 | Fire Department 01 fféf 3£ [ /£

| 23- PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES (NON-NEISS CASES ONLY)

CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME X_ CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME —
4. NARRATIVE (See instructions on Page 2] 25. REGIONAL DIRECTOR REVIEW

DATE

I 220 ¢

INOTE:  Attempts to contact the family of the four yéar old boy by teiepﬁone or letter were
junsuccessful. The information contained in this report was reported by the Fire Marshal, who

L mbrs/Prvilblrs @

pre :::s ldem’dic.»d

. N - /
| e — . Excected b"gﬁzy"ﬁé\é 3 ¢/7
B ' :/‘uﬂh "ot :n,ms Noh’he ;J/IZMA

Comments Process




J2/12/96 10:29 FAX 5083459589 FITCHBURG FIRE Boos

KL N ' o DE/2/8CCCEEF7

- ' X T T

 CITY OF FITCHBURG pee o
FIRE DEPARTMENT

.

FIELD INCIDENT REPORT

narrative supplement : -t } . T 'incident"_! %/-1251

ENGINES 1.4,5, LAD.3, AND 10C-3 RESPONDED TO #30 ROBERTS ST. ON B
PEPORT OF A RUILDING FIRE. B , ‘ E
“LT. SHER' ENG. CO. #1 REPORTED LIGHT SMORE SHOWING,THEY STRETCHED THET
150 ATTACK LINE IN THE EITCEEN DOOR TO A BEDROOM IN THE REAR OF THE BOUSE
- LT. SHEA REPORTED IT TO BE A SMALL FIRE AND THAT IT WAS EXTINGDISHED. THEY
THEN USED THEIR WATER EXTINGUISHER TO QVEFHAUL THE AREA. . .
LADDER C0.#3 VENTED THE AREA AN CHEECKED FOR: ANY EXTENSION AND FOUND
NONE. : : .
THE OCCUPANT OF THE FIRST FLOOR REPORTED THAT HFR 4 YE_ _OLD _SON HAD

STARTED THE FIRE USING A LONG BUTANE LIGHTER. THE CHILD, . A
SHOWED ME HOW HE USED A KITCHEN CHAIR, CLIMBED IT, TO REACH. THE TOP OF THE
REFRIGERATOR, TO GET THE BUTANE LIGHTER. HE THEN. TOLD US HOW HE WENT TQ HI
AND _“FIRED HIS CUTAINS". St : :

e MOTHER. REPORTED THAT SHE.HEARD TEE SMOKE
DETECTORS SQUND AT UT THE SAME TIME!THE.BQY RAN 'OUT OF EIS ROOM TELLING
HER OF THE FIRE. SHE THEN USED SEV PANS. OF WATER TO BEGIN TO EXTINGUTS
THE FIRE. HER UPATAIRS NEIGH2OR, E-HEARD THE ALAFMS, CAME DOWN T
SEE ‘WHAT THE PROBLEM WAS, SHE THEN WENT BACK UPSTAIRS TO CALL THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT . 4By THEN CAME DOWN AND SHE TOO THREW SEVERAL EANS OF WATER ON
THE FIRE, SHE THEN TOOK ALL THE CHILDREN QUT OF THE BUILDING.

- AND HER FAMILY ARE THE FIR OR OCCUFPANTS, THE OWNER O
THE BUILDING IS SUFFOLK RUILDING TRUST, ] .

FITCHBURG MA, TE THIS TELEPHONE NUMBER WIL
CALLS. AT THIS TIME UNABLE.TO CONATACT THE. OWNER. :

- | 6/16/65 (DOB) . i
12/27/91 (DOB) )

Y

NOT TAKE INCOMMING

R Ay S

[ SRVr

.

REPORTING ofriIcER ‘ [ 1844 . l{?lil!’_’_" . AT
CAPT.R.J.HALEY : : 2/29/96 |
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Investigat:.on Report - Ahalyst's Commeni:s“

Task No. W 797 7 - Regional Off:.ce //Vé’L

Product Code ‘zf?/ oer7 Inveatigator ID 253 .
‘ Categqry ) \%875 .<5"/@7 . . Hours Reporte-d o
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Additional Infomation

Requested . ’ Signature
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NAME OF RESPONDENT
ally Tata (fire marshal)

I
t
3
>

2. PHONE NO.
wouldn'’t give

(WORK)

(HOME)
508-345-9672

y. STREET ADDRESS
1tchburg Fire Dept., 28 Oliver St.

4. CITY
Fitchburg

STATE 21IP CODE
MA 01420

-
;. DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING

DATA ON INJURIES

espondent didn’t have consumer’s name, address and.TEL# when this’ romplaint

sas filed.

Child climb onto & chair, removed lighter from the top of

efrigerator, went into his bedroom, flicked lighter and ignited cu:rtaifs.

fjother doused flames with water. Fire was

contained in bedroom and damages

inknown. €Child was uninjured..
-cont- . . ,
5. DATE 7 IF  INJURY OR NEAR MISS OBTAIN AGE/SEX 8. IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
OF |4 ¥/M " RESPONDENT, PPDVIDE NAME
INCIDENTS AND DESCRIBE INJURY none’
2/29/96 |none RELATIONSHIP
~ T consumer’s son

). DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
111l-purpose hard plastic butane: lighter

10. BRAND.NAME
Scripto-Tokai Cora. Alm N-

11. MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHO@E
made 1n Mexico:
cosh &

anknown,

unknown Nm‘o'fi'

12. MODEL, SERIAL NUMBERS
Flame/M# unk. /5" " long/black & red

unknown

Unknown
Scripto-Tokai Corp.
unknown -

Fontanta, CA 92337

13. DEALER S 'NAME, ADDRES$ & PhONE
unknown .

14. WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED REPAIRED OR
MODIFIED? YES ~ NO x . IF YES, BEFORE
OR AFTER THE INCIDENT? ;'DESCRIBE:

NEW x USED
AGE unknown

15. PRODUCT PURCHASED
DATE PURCHASED unknown

16. DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING- LAB’LS’
IF SO, NOTE: see nazratlve

i?.bHAVE’QOU CONTACTED TEE

IS THE PRODUCT STILL

18. 195. MAY WE
MANUFACTURER?  YES  NO x |AVAILABLE? YES x NO USE YOUR NAME
IF NOT, DO YOU.PLAN TO CONTACT|IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION WITH THIS
THEM? YES = -NO x - OTHER? ‘ REPORT?
: , . YES x NO
___ FOR ADMINISTRATION USE » ~
20. DATE RECEIVED 71. RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) -|22. DOCUMENT NO.

03/01/96 1dm/HL |#96300022
3.  FOLLOW-UP ACTION iy PRCBUCT SODE (5)
o /72;//27)152<f72f21Ljﬁ2; &7 |1247 éﬁffé%( |

3%, DISTRIBUTION

26.

‘ENDORSER’S NAME & TITLE
CCH 3/4/1996

017

CPSC FORM 175 (5/89)




CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT " H9630)02A

Narrative Continued

—

Narnings: *Failure to follow instructions could result in burn injury.
Janger-lighter contains butane gas under Pressure’ extremely flammab.e.
Jon’'t use near fire or flame. Caution-don‘’t buncture,. incinerate or expose
-0 temperature above 120 degrees F. Keep and store away from children.-®

tespondent feels ;ighter.qhbuld be

child—résistant'ind she thinks it is
lisposable. S S o ¥ "

istributor phone #: unknown

'PSC Source: FD




1. CASE NUMBER

2. INVESTIGATOR’S ID |3. OFFICE CODE
961016CCC5699 8057 800

4. INCIDENT DATE YR MO DAY|DATE IDI INITIATED YR MO DAY I N VE s TI GA TI ON
9 09 15 96 10 28 Po RT

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT )

A 3 year old male, using a butane powered barbeque lighter ignited the bedding in his mother’s apartment. His
mother, 27 years old, received 2nd degree burns on her leg and foot in her unsuccessful attempt to put out the flames |
that destroyed her apartment. The lighter and bedding was discarded.

7. LOCATION s.cry 9. STATE

Apartment 10 | St. Augustine Florida FL .
| 10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER. MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
1 Barbeque lighter Butane Powered
| 1247
unknown
| 708 SECOND PRODUCT ‘ 118. TRADE/BRAND NA EL NUMBER. MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS \
‘; 4002 Unknown
12. AGE OF vicTIM 13. SEX 14. DISPOSITION 15. NNJRY DIAGNOSIS
027 - Female 2| Treated & Released 01| Thermal burns 51
i 168. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) 18. INVESTIGATION TYPE | 19. TIME SPENT
i Foot 83 Victim - 1 Other 3 10.0
| 20. ATTACHMENTS 21.CASE soURcﬁ 5 | 22. REVIEWED BY YR, MO DAY
| fire report Newsclip 8342 b
2 -

23. PERMISSION T0 DISCLOSE NAMES INON-NEISS CASES ONLY) |
| CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME __ CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME x

25, REGIONAL DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE

p—

P
- . ommentt
____—_———-"—— {uﬂh er nd 1ce c



961016CCCS5699

8YNOPSIS:

A 3 year old male, using a butane powered barbecue llghter,
ignited the bedding in his mother’s apartment. His mother received
second degree burns on her leg and foot in her unsuccessful attempt
to put out the flames that destroyed her apartment. '

The lighter and bedding was discarded following the fire.
PRE-INCIDENT:

The respondent (victim and mother of the three year old child)
stated she was on the front porch just prior to the incident. She
stated her 3 year old son asked to go into the apartment tc use the
bathroom facilities. The respondent stated that at that time she
did not know that her son had apparently found a barbecue type
lighter and had taken it into the house.

The respondent stated there was nothing out of the ordinary on
the day of the incident and she stated that her son was a normal,
healthy, active child and not using any medication.

The respondent stated she had a kitchen and greazse fire
recently, and in the aftermath of the grease fire, somehow the
battery powered smoke detector that was in the apartment. at the
time had been taken down and was no longer operative, either
because of damage from the previous grease fire, or lack of
batteries. At the time of the current fire, the victim had no
operative smoke detector in the apartment.

At the time of the incident, the 3 year old child was inside
the apartment, while the respondent was on the porch.

INCIDENT:

The respondent advised the Fire Marshall that her son had
ignited the bed with a cigarette lighter. In subsequent telephone
conversations with both the Fire Marshall and the respondert, I was
informed that the actual device was not a cigarette lighter, but a
butane powered lighter of the type that would be usied to ignite a
barbecue fire.

The Fire Marshall’s report indicates that the fire damage was
confined to the master bedroom with heavy heat and smoke damage
throughout the apartment. The dresser and night stand were lightly
charred on the sides facing the bed. The Fire Marshall stated that
there were no smoke detectors in the apartment.

The respondent stated that her son had been seen earlier with
the lighter, and that his grandmother had taken the 11ghter awvay
from him and placed it on top of the dresser.
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It was not determined how the 3 year old male was able to
retrieve the lighter and operate it to ignite the bedding. The
volunteer Fire Department responded limiting the fire damage to the
bedroom, was smoke and heat damage throughout the apartment.

INJURED PERSONS AND PRODUCTS INTER REACTIONS:

The respondent, a 27 year old female, received 2nd degree
thermal burns to her leg and foot in her unsuccessful attempts to
put out the fire. As a result of her injuries, the respondent was
taken to a local hospital where she was treated and released.

A long term prognosis for the respondent is that she will
eventually, fully recover from the incident.

Respondent stated that she has no confidence reducing factors.

The apparent cause of the ignition was the 3 year old male
using a butane powered barbecue type lighter to ignite bedding.
The Fire Marshall and the respondent stated that the lighter was
not child-resistant. , : _

. The respondent stated "that her son entered the apartment and
came out a short time later when smoke was emanating from the
apartment. It appears it was only minutes from the time of :ignition
to the time the respondent,who was on the front porch, became aware

of the smoke and the fire. The fire alarm came in at approximately
7:51 PM.

The respondent is a renter in this apartment complex.
D TION OF ES88¢2

The respondent stated that the mattress was a king-size
‘mattress that she had purchased used. She did not provide any other
information on the mattress itself. She had previously stated, the
mattress has been discarded, along with the lighter.

The age of the used mattress was not determined, consequently
it could not be determined if the mattress would meet the Federal
Requirements. . :

SAMPLES COLLECTED:

"None.
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EXHIBITS:
The following exhibits are attached:

1. Copy of the Fire Marshall’s Report.

Also as a part of this report is a copy of the Assignment
and Completed Investigational Guideline attachment A. 10
12 through 12 of 12 only.

of
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"9b  DI19PM ST JOHNS FIRE SvC

INCIDENT REPORT

190482325309

—————————

e

/?'7é/0/6*CCC‘->C A% /

N/ ,@( 7 NFIRS-1
St. Johns
County Fire Service [ 1DELETE
FOID INCIDENT NO [ EXP NO DAY | YR "WEE ARRIVACTS L_TcHANGE
. : YR | DAYOFWEEK  [ALARM TIME - | ARRIVAL TIME SERVICE |
20151 | 98007877 00 18 | 96 | Sunday 1| 18:51:00 18:53:00 'gn:zo:oga
TYPF OF SITUATION FOUND TYPE OF ACTION TAKEN MUTUAL AID
Structure Fire 11| Extinguishment 1} ]Recdd [ 1Given [A
FIXED PROPERTY USE IGNITION FACTOR .L_
Aprtmnt/Tenement/Flat 420 | Ghildran With, Child Playing 38
CORRE sS co. [ ™wN | zir cooe CENSUS TRACT | !
| Y] 32095 p
occu NAME TELEPHONE OO 1
Flagler Village _ ~—h e °
OWNER NAME ADDRESS TELEPHONE N
Service Tayler Made Inc. i : T
METHOD OF ALARM FROM PUBLIC TYPE OF ALARM DISTRICT [ SUIFT [STAT'ON | NO. 3
Telophone Tie Line 7 | Regutar 1| 140 14 1
71 USED PERSONNEL RESPONDED | ENGINES RESPONDED | AERIAL APPARATUS  [OTHER VENICLES
Undetermined / Not 9 028 005 000 : 00S
NUMBER OF INJURIES NUMRER OF FATALITIES <
FIRE SERVICE 000 OTHER 001 | FIRE SERVICE (00 . OTHFR Q0 Q
COMPLEX _ MOBILE PROPERTY TYPE
Apartment Complex 42| Not Applicable 08 t
AREA OF FIRE ORIGIN FGUIPMENT INVOLVED IN IGNITION - L
Sleeping Room < S People 21| No Equipment Involved 98
FORM OF HEAT OF IGNITION TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITED FORM OF MATERIAL IGNITED ,F
Lighter Not Classified 79| Bedding, Blanket, Sheet 2|r
METHOD OF EXTINGUISHMENT LEVEL OF FIRE ORIGIN ESTIMATED LOSS | E:STIMATED VALLE | €
Preconnect WiTank Water 10-19 Feet 2 10,000 300,000 |
NUMBCR OF STORIES CONSTRUCTION TYPE
Two Stories 2 | Unprotected Ordinary 6ls
EXTENT OF FLAME DAMAGE EXTENT OF SMOKE DAMAGE T
Room Of Origin 3| Structurs Of Origin 8|8
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE SPRINKLER PERFORMANGE c
No Detectors Present : 8 | No Equipment 8T
v
TYPE OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOST SMOKE AVENUE OF SMOKF TRAVEL
s SPREAD | Fabrie/Textile/Fur | 70| Corridor 2|}
OF ORIGIN FORM OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOBT SMOKE
Fumiture (not Classified) 29
IF MOBILE PROPERTY YEAR | MODEL SERIAL NO. LICENSE NO.
IF EQUIPMENT INVOLVED [VEAR MONE! SERIAL NG,
IN IGNITION
' DX} CHECK IF COMMENTS
OFFICER IN CHARGE (NAME. POSITION. ASSIGNMENT) DATE
U | Eart Sparrow 09/17/96
MEMBER MAKING REPORT (IF DIFFERENT, FROM ABOVE) DATE
Frank McElroy 09/17/96

"o m——



NOV. 1 ’S6 S:21PM ST JOHNS FIRE svC 19848232539 P.?
RESPONDING PERSONNEL
St. Johns County Fire Service
_ Fe 06 Cec 5y 79
FDID INCIDENTNO | EXP NO CEK
20161 | 96007877 | 00 | 'op | 15 | o8 | smnanr =" "800
STAFF D NAME ACTIVITY CODE PAY SCL HRS FRSPD POINTS
101609335  LERCARI, STEVEN G FS Fire, Standby at Station 150 000 000
737000370 . MFISTER, WILLIAM JR A FS Fire, Standby at Station 150 000 000 .
218802563  MANGES, STEVEN § FS Fire, Standby ‘at Station 150 000 000
1500807 BONCK, HEATHER J FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
328744883  GENTRY, SCOTTA FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
264452834  GORDON, JOSEPH L FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
263494638  CAUSEY, DAVID G FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
252357479  SARA, MATTHEW J FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
264312350  TABB, MICHAEL | FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
506016064  GALLATIN, MICHAEL E FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
266673415  USINA, ROY O FX Fira At Scene 150 000 000
252578689  ASKEW, TIMOTHY. Il R FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
262669535  ALSOBROOK, ALAN H FX Fire At Scene 1.50 000 000
369942467  COURTER ALEXANDERR  FX Fire At Scens 150 000 o000
20574 BRADSHAW, CAROL FX Fire At Scene 150 200 000
20188 McELROY, FRANCIS J FX Fire At Scane 100 000 000
261359998  ELFE, HENRY FX Fire At Scene 1.50  0.00 000
265198950  SPARROW, WILLIE E . FX Fire At Scene 150 . 0.00 000
593642808  RUFF, JOHN M FX Fire At Scene 15 000 0.0
262011874  CHAMBERS, JEROME, JR.  FX Fire At Scene 150 000  0.00
203898113  PRENKIFWICZ, ANTHONYJ  FX Fire At Scene 150 000 0.00
267855174  HICKS, VICKIE M FX Fire At Scene 150 €00 .00
283354742  CUMBIE, ALAN L FX Fire At Scene 150 000 0.00
693347363  HINES, MICHAEL C FX Fire At Scene 150 000 0.0
313744956  GRABERT, MARCUS W FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
- 88641472 HELLMAN, DAVID J FX Fire At Scene 150 000 000
20504323 ROGERS, JEFFREY D FX Fire At Scane 150 000 0.0
205723455  BABCOGK, DAVID, JRR FX Fire At Scene 150 000 0.0
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS: 28 TOTAL MAN HOURS: 41.:5

wemmen v tug



NOV. 1 ’S6 5:28PM ST JOHNS FIRE SVC 19848232530 P.3

INCIDENT REPORT
St. Johns County Fire Service

FOID INCIDENTNO [FXPNO[ MO JDAY ] YR OAY OF WEEK  TALARM TIME
20151 | $6-007877 00 | 09| 15| g6 Sunday 1] 18:51:00

(e

Q6/0,6CCC SE 97
NARRATIVE

Fire occured in Unit 16, Building E, Flagler Village apartments. On arrival VFD found fire. confined to one
unit. Fire was extinguished with pre-connect hoselines, and building was ventilated with posltive
pressure ventilation. The mattress and bedding were removed to the ground outside far complete
extinguishment. ,

Fire Inspector Carol Bradshaw spoke with tho tenant, YNNG who stated that she had een sitting on
the steps when her three year old son went back Into the apartment to use the bathraom. After he came
back out she noticed smoke in the living room and diccavered a fire in the master bedrecom. ‘
advised that her son had ignited the bed with a cigarette lighter.

t examined the apartment, and found heavy heat and smoke damage throughout. The flame damage was
confined to the master bedroom. The dresser and nightstand were lightly charred, on the sides facing
the bed. No electrical appliances were near the arca of origin (bed), and there was no evidence of any
accelerant. A partially melted lighter of the type used to light barbeque grills ("Aim N Flame™) was found
stuck to the carpeting betwsen the bed area and the dresser. The dresser was against the east side of

the room, near the doorway.

The apartment did notb have a smoke detector in place, and no sprinkler system existed. 3everal fire
extinguishera ware noted on the ground outside the unit.

I spoke with Ronald E. Sapp il with his mother present, and he stated that he lit the bed on fire using a
lighter. He identified the lighter that was found on the floor. His grandmother stated that the lighter was
one she had placed on the dresser. -

Deputy Brentley (sp?), SJ50, was on scene aand was advised of the fire cause-and origii.

09/16/96 14:05 Frank McElroy '

Fire personnel responded changed from 20 to 28 and Station 12's personnel added to staff activity this
date. ' :

09/18/96 08:37 Frank McElroy

"o e

1w wm——
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Attachment A

Data Recording Sheet for Mattress/Bedding Fires
{To be attached to CPSC Form 182, Epidemiologic Investigation Report
along with a copy of the Fire Incident Report)

Task Number qé’ % 6Véc€(766§? . Incident Date (Z:// qf}(ﬂ
A. MATTRESS DESCRIPTION: o

1. Mattress surface type:
/ /1 Quiited
/ |/ Smooth
!/ | Tufted
! |/ Other

?O Unknown

2. Material directly under surface ticking:
/ | Polyester fiberfiil
! | Polyurethane foam
/ 1 Cotton batting
! | Other
I/d Unknown

3. Pre- or post-standard construction {estimate to the extent possible):
! | Pre-standard
! | Post-standard

l | Other
/ )d Unknown
4. Purchased: ,
/ | New . —
/ Used. If used, specify how obtained (e.g@é, etc.):
/ Unknown - :
5. Date mattress purchased: d "/ /7 Mattress age:

6. Manufacturer/distributorlbrand:. (/1//7 //WU

10 Af 1o




Gt o b6 5

E. DETECTION OF FIRE

E
[T No TPRHHTTED  BTHL. PRI

/ 1 Unknown W (TC#AE) GRECT e (=7 2=
'12. Detector went off (alarmed)? |
| | Yes

4 No; possible reasons why not AT BRI7eEx e ¥ AR
/ |/ Unknown

13. About how soon was the fife discovered after it started? ST/ ﬂ?g@"

F. VICTIMIS) F
A IVE Number of Deaths JYE _ Number of Injuries

G. SOCIO-ECONOMIC RATA™G.

14. Education level of head df household:
(I*@Less than high school
{ 1 High school
I | Some college
! ] Unknown

15. Total household income: &.
« $15,000
!/ / $15,000 - $34,999
{ [/ $35,000 +
!/ / Unknown

16. Approximate home market value:
Rent ‘
/ /. Own - .
/ | Unknown

General Description: Provide general description, including all other relevant factors
and information in the investigatiohi report.

12 of 12
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM Af?p1p{;§.

DOCUMENT NUMBER: Wﬁ%_,fc I e
DATE OF INCIDENT: ;/%;/ 7%’ CATID: CARMO7 199)/ 7 |

FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED HAZARD ANALYSIS ( ) CRM}( |
TYPE FOLLOW-UP : TELEPHONE ( X ON-SITE (X)
HEAﬁQUARTERS CONTACT: Michael Bogumill 504-0400 x1368

: Backup: Bob Poth 504-0400 x1375

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: For any child playing with fire involving a
cigarette lighter. Determine the model and manufacturer's name,
type of lighter (refillable/disposable and fluid/butane), cperating
mechanism, age of child who operated the lighter, and: accident
scenario. Describe operating mechanism in detail and collect
lighter, if possible.

The new regulation requiring disposable butane lighters and all

novelty lighters to be child-resistant went into effect in July
1994.

| ' 4 V/ %
Person(s) to Contact: 7%/(/( /%/544/ ﬁé"fk "/dﬁf /

Y

Guidei ines: Appendix 45 '

Task Number: D;te: Ct (Q O |
TG /e OCC 5677 L

_ Ass;gned to: N L{ co ' Requested by: ‘j \ L/W‘?;’\Sj

CPSC Form 324A (10/95)

v}
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ST. AUGUSTINE Mm _ i
RECORD S \..\
R N k4
SEP 16, 1996 . \
Tot causes fire in Flagler Village apartment Sinday

A 3-year-old boy playing with a_cigarette
mrﬁ.a. set a Flagler Village apartment afire Sun-

y evening. .

According to St. Johns County Fire Marshal
Frank McElroy, the boy’s parents were sitting
outside theéir second-story apartment when the tot
went inside the master bedroom and set the bed-
ding on fire with a lighter.

The bedroom was gutted by the ensuing blaze,
McElroy said, and there was heat and smoke
damage to the other rooms in the apartment. Two
adjacent apartments also received minor smoke
and water damage, McEiroy said. Damage was
estimated at $15,000. . ,

C e e - o m——— P
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Investigation Report - > Analyst's Comments

Task No QQ ,0 /é) CCC 56679 Regional Office N YC'O A
Product Code /3 47 / 17‘00 A Investigator ID % 057.
Category | M R ﬂOD? 1997 . . Hours Reported )0

~'c°ms W ot et AT

| . Reviewer 22242 [ Dat e/¢7 /;% -

iz you believe the identified cfeficiencies reg re eontactim; -
: investigator/victim and Tequesting further in omation please .
~ check the box and sign here. . . .

Signature







~

. NIt .
+ .. 14. 2ASE NUMBER 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID |3. OFFICE—CODE
: ‘l ;. 961016CCCS701 | 3359 g0o0 | EPIDEMIOLOGIC
4. INCIDENTDATE YR MO DAY|]5. DATE IDI INITIATED YR MO~ DAY IN VE S TIGA TI ON
*» v 96 10 29 REPORT

The fire investigator stated that a 3-year-old male was playing with a (barbecue) ignite
caught fire and soon involved the entire bedroom. There were no in%i_qwr deaths aS

» 6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

cosn o v

/{?o\" ‘ '1
/No M“’;?‘;‘/WL - W
/;:\;c,\ \icr‘:“:v /TM (ﬂgso
230

Unicnown

7. LOCATION _feemy . = ot 9. STATE

Apartment 10 \,+ Danbury -° CT
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
Igniter 1285 ' :

General Bedding

108. SECOND PRODUCT

4 0 5 4 |Unknown

11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS

12. AGE OF VICTIM  |13. SEX 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
No Injury 999 No Injury 9 No Injury 0 No Injury 70

16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) 18. INVESTIGATION TYPE | 19. TIME SPENT

No Injury 99 Fire Invest. 03 Telephone 02 - 5.0

20. ATTACHMENTS
Fire Report

21. CASE SOURCE
2 |Newspaper

05 83

22. REVIEWED BY

VO DAY

YR
42 7¢ 4L ©8

|| 23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES (NON-NEISS CASES ONLY)

CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME _ CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME X

24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2)

-

25. REGIONAL DIRECTOR REVIEW DATE

e ——3 //—/f’/‘ |

oL

N

'/



961016CCC5701 | Page 1
NOTE:

The information contained in this report was compiled from the attached report #963539 from
the Danbury, Connecticut Fire Department (Exhibit 1).

PRE-INCIDENT:

Just prior to the incident a 3-year-old male was watching television in an upstairs bedroom.
The child found an igniter in the bedroom and was playing with it. At the time of the
incident the apartment was occupied by the 3-year-old male and his older female cousin, who
was watching him. The resident of the apartment (the boy's mother) told this investi gator
that she did not purchase the igniter. She added that the igniter was left at her apartinent by
a friend or family member. The boy's mother stated that the igniter was used to light a
barbecue grill and was usually stored out of the reach of the children.

INCIDENT:

The fire investigator stated that it is believed that the 3-year-old male was playing with the
igniter while watching TV from the bed. It is unclear exactly how the fire started but the
evidence seems to indicate that the 3-year-old male accidentally started the fire by touching
the lit igniter to the bedding.. - ’

POST INCIDENT:

The fire was contained to the master bedroom and all occupants.of the apartment wers: able to
escape without injury. The fire report seems to indicate that there was no smoke detector in
the bedroom, but that a smoke detector in another part of the apartment did alarm. There
were no photographs taken by the fire department. ~

Although the fire report lists the ignition factor as "child playing with lighter” the fire:
investigator stated to this investigator that the source of ignition was an igniter with a neck of
approximately 5 in. in length.- He also stated that the source of ignition was NOT a standard
disposable cigarette lighter. He added that the fire department's computer system does not
have a code for igniter so "child playing with lighter" was used.

PRODUCT:

The product involved in this incident was a barbecue grill igniter. The manufacturer is
unknown. The place of purchase is unknown. The igniter was discarded after the incident.
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EXHIBITS:

Exhibit 1: Danbury, CT Fire Department Report #963539
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INCIDENT REPORT
DANBURY FIRE DEPT.

’-.--_----_--.-.--.--....--..--.----.---n--------n- .....

R IFDID INCILERT 59 {EXF im0 !pay {YEAR 1DAY OF HEEX

Seis,#

4
f LELETEL
12 CHANGE:

..............................................

! WARY TINT LARRIVAL TINT ITIME [N SERVICE
5?.?.9.19.--!2?{55?{?..592.!9.?.-5.3.?.-!29-1!!{9951-.‘:'».---------5925-?.§--_.,39.2.e.?.?....z.l.p..s.;"..; ......... ;

B {TVFE OF SITUATION FOUND YTYFE OF ACTIOY TAKEW PYTERL ALD ;
iBtructure fire EExtlnqulshnent f1ORECL 2 5iVEN ;

C SFLAED FROFERGT USE LIGNITIGR FACTOR :
i3-b apartsent wnits 422 iCHILD PLAYING W/LIGHTER & ;
: fgacicss YIIP CODE 'CENSUS TRACT :
i 106810 : "o ;

5 IMETHDD OF ALARM FRON FUBLIC
I:Phcno dirsct to FD 3

{00, INSPECTION DISTRICT  1sHiFt
iE22 B

ND. ALARME
1

............

]
1]
4
1]
o]
*
1]
1
1

H .:HU; FIRE SERVICE PERSONNEL N0, ENGINES B, AERIAL APPARATUS N0, CTMER VEHILLES
jRES?DNDED 1S {RESPDRDED 3 IRESPONDED 1 1RESPORDED 2
“ow T L e, 2 l
] .- D T L P ’
1 INYMBER OF NJURIES ! INUMBER OF FATALITIES H ]
iFIRE SERVICE 1OTHER iFIRE SERVICE 10THER H
'] - - —-el
L ——— Bt R Y )
J CONPLEX 1NOBILE PROPERTY TyPE H
iApartaent cosplex 42 {llqbil! property type n/a 8 i

K {6REA OF FIZE ORTGIN

+EQUIPNENT INVOLVED IN IBNITION
Glesplng ro bor ¢ S pors, 21

{0ther object, unclass, 99

iTYPE OF MATERIAL I6NITED

L iFORN OF WEAT 0F IEKITION
iLighter 46 ICotton or rayon 72

..................

i i !!d!{!!{lllml/lh &

M NETHID OF EXTINGUISMEAT ILEVEL OF F3RZ GRIGIN

................

{FORY QF NATERIAL IGNITED
;

(ESTIMATED L35S (M0LLARS Ly
' 10000,00

:’Hase precon, totank S 120-29" above ground 3 !
- T U et D T T PO s
[ -...-..--.-....---.........--...--.-....--.--..---....n-...l
] IRCIBER CF ICGNSTAUCTION TYPE , !
13T5RIES 2 stories, 2 iUnprotected wood fraae 8 :

t
D IEXTENT OF SLANE d5%ans

Part of ralarea of origin 2 iFloor of origin

1EXTENT £ S¥arz pamage '5

r :'DEFENDR PERFURMANCE SPRINKLER PERFDRMRNCE

:'th at origin, oparated 2 iNo equipaent present 8 )
5 iF SMOKE SPREAD 11YFE OF NATERIAL GENERATING MDST SNOKE {AVENUE OF SMOKE TRAVEL
gggvgggsﬁguﬂ iCatton or rayon 72 iCorridor 2
i {FORN OF MATERIAL GENERATING MOST SHOKE
R i iBedding/blank/sh ) 32
{1IF KUBILE PROPERTY {YEAR {MAKE NODEL ISERIAL N0 HLICEISE A0,
H] ) 1 1] [
T {IF ERUIFASKT IWOLVED IYEAR INAKE {NOOEL - {SERLAL NO.
(N IBRITION i H H . ! !
E O Check if conments on reverse sige

FEICER IN CHAREE (NAME POSITION, ASSIGNMENT)

U 0 DATE :
IKENNETH W, HOTTES, LIEUT, W
{IENBER MAKING REFORT (IF DIFFERcRT FROM RBOYE) TATE '
SALAN SCHACHT 0033, FIRE MARSHAL - L

T e s avee v Ml rm st e cvme marean ..
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REMARKS
DANBURY FIRE DEPT.
For Inrid@nt. 63539 Ehpusurc: 00  DATE: 09/12/96 TIME: 09

Child playing with lighter (propane) in second floor

bedroon. Fire contained mostly to sheets and blankets an
Eod and hdad board small eart of the wall,
1

**l*i*ll*****l*** W9 3N ********************iﬁ******i*l%!
WAS CALLED TO THE BCENE OF THIS FIRE AND ARRIVED AT .
FEROXIMATELY 0940 HRS. THE DCCURANT OF THE APARTMENT ll!!p

NOT HDME Az THE TIME OF THE FIRE Howavsé
WAS H ND WAS BABYSITTING FOR HER

18 3 YE RS DLD., IT GEEMS THAT 3 YEA D o
wAs UPSTAIRS IN THE FRONT BEDROOM NATCHING TV WHEN
.QRENTLY FOUND A LIGHTER AND BEGAN PLAYING W 17T .
ROUND THE EBED. HE ACCIDE HE CONFDRTER DN.THt

ED AND RAN TO HIS

H

. WAS LYINB DN COUCH IN THE*LIVINGRDOM ON
E AND HEARED BCREAM, WHERE UPON SHE
AN UPSTAIRS AND SAW THE FI ING ON_THE BED. SHE WENT
0_THE UFSTAIRG_BATHROOM AND RAN SOME WATER INTO A PAN AND
TTEMFTE FUT OUT THE FIRE HERSELF FAILING THIS BHE

RARBED AND EXITTED THE H R CALL AND
EFORTIN E. TERVIEWS WIT AND
ONFIRMED THE ACCIDENTAL DRIGIN OF THIS E_AND

ROSS AND D

ELP 02 THE RED

~OID

.
— " " G W P B e B > 2 O BB e e 05 40 Pt G P - o r

T OJQD~HD

HE OCCUPANTS OF 10 AND 14 WER
PDRAR“LY WITHOUT POWER DURING T WEVER POWER
WAS RESTORED WITH THE HELP OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTDR MOFFA.

A ) FRANCIS X, CURRA
. DEPUTY FIRE MARSHAL

l
!
!
:
;
|
:

*

»™
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GCrollcee s Dc,

Cit.y of Danbury '
Fire Department
Fire Prevention Bureau
19 New Street |

Danbury, Ct. 06810
Phone 796-1541
Fax (203) 796-1533 -
FAX Q03-796 - I15¢/

Outgoing FAX #

| H SC@MY 1E4” Procluf: S (2 COMM:xs;oU
To (Am . (a;:;}‘lhinm' Kew:if ?Inu;ﬂﬁsq-l-o\—-

From: bgpu;l-? Five Marshal Frawis 2 Corrao
Date: |of>e/2¢ = o9as Krs.

Re: Structure Five ‘49635’3\‘7 - Fire cawsed

Mesmage : . . ~
Tiedeu Report for Pire whith occurred

on Se,p-l.' 12,199¢ o 12 § e 4
L;5k+g,r WAS Vﬁ'.c.ouzxd but st Seized o\-‘*-
' A \ ! 1M nvsicte
tocraphed . However [+ was Sle(Af’ + Co <
[:;k;;'LS‘-: C«‘:Arooﬁl ?"'” igrite - wibh A L°~3.
Ve, :

Pagelof .3
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST ¥

DOCUMENT NUMBER : ',444?22 /4L4¢C/821)714¢’ 3
DATE OF INCIDENT: ;2;42?;/4%2> - CATID: CAR%&»

FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED HAZARD ANALYE
TYPE FOLLOW-UP ‘TELEPHONE (

HEADQUARTERS CONTACT: Michael Bogumill 504
Backup: Bob Poth

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: For any child playing :
cigarette lighter. Determine the model and ;g
type of lighter (refillable/disposable and f1l
mechanism, age of child who operated the
scenario. Describe operating mechanism i
lighter, if possible.

The new regulation requiring disposable butaAng
novelty lighters to be child-resistant wen
1994.

Person(s) to Contact: 2/’&%/ %////—( %

Core g”%’(”

Guidelines: Appendix 45

Task Number: ' ‘ | Date: q ‘Q (
e O 5,

Assigned to: N\J C dJ Requested by: .3

CPSC Form 324A (10/95)
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NEWS. TTHES

DANBURY, CT
DAILY 38, 000

FRIDAY

SEP 13 1996
BUYRRELLE'S

o ‘ “ . JimThorne
Dopuﬁ Fire Mauhal Francis Curransaid a fire yutordly at
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Child, baby sitter
€scape apartment fire
v l . oz® N "

T NEwe e Jeq v \oV ,wﬁ?ﬂy&&mi bt:tl:hror:;
DANBURY S but soon realized it was fruitless.
was sitting downstairs yester'dg' She carried the boy downstairs and

morning inside an apar4ment a " called 911. She then wrapped the

when she heird scream-

, i boy in a white cloth and ran cutside
ing upstairs., . in her bare feet.

_ raced up and grabbed  Agsistant Fire Chief Thomas Mor-
her 3-year-old cousinMUMM be- _ris said people living in apartments .

fore thick smoke enveloped the
bedroom.. -

Responding to a call from a neigh-
bor at 9:25 a.m., firetrucks with si-
rens blaring drove up the steep
street, shattering the quiet morn-
ing. Wearing oxygen masks, fire-
fighters went up to the second floor
and into the smoke that poured
from the apartment. Minutes later,
they pulled a burning mattress out
of the apartment and onto the front
lawn, where the flames -were put
out. .

Deputy Fire Marshal Francis Cur-
ran said was upstairs
watching telewi'lisxon v:rjhen !:ie found
a ¢jgarette lighter and accidentall
lit the bed comforter. He began
screaming for his cousin, who

baby-sitting for her aunt,
*the boy’s mother. -

attached to both sides of the acci-

~-dent scene were not aware there

was a fire, | .

“They were looking out the win-
.dow wondering why we were here,”
Morris said._

. Several young chﬂdr;n and two

.adults were evacuated from the ad-

" . jacent units until the fire was under
~'control. .

- Both families were Lallowed back
inside; but the damaged unit is not

- habitable, Morris said. He said the

American Red Cross will help the
family the until the damaged bed-
room can be fixed and the sooty
smell cleansed from the intericr.

.. Standing Wma
-everything 80 fast. As she

spoke, she held the boy, who rested
his head gently on hexj shoulder.

N
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3. OFFICE CODE
[81(6113]

EPIDEMIOLOGIC
INVESTIGATION (]

TL_.':ASE [ BN 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID

__1'-96.1021HWF.5017 {81[91[91(9]

- '

4. DATE OF INCIDENTYR MO DAY | 5. DATE INVESTIGATION
- ‘ [91[6][01[91[2][1]] INITIATED

YR MO DAY
[91(6]111[01(2](1]

REPORT

6. SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

2 year old boy playing with a BBQ lighter near a couch.

The couch started on fire.

2 lightly injured trying to extinguish a firg started
women were slightly inj rying mg f

crsa 6 ™

o ol
;(:;(‘ )dn:.“'.'of‘ed
\Cv.',;'.—?" oY,

NERTIoL|
Firms rolittea,

pona—

7. LOCATION (Home, school, etc.) | 8: GV Tl rﬁ%ﬂhﬁice

home [1][0] | Billings

10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
BBQ lighter [11[2]{4][7] unknown

/
10B. SECONDPRODUCT
couch (I [0] [61[7][N

11B. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
unknown, man-made fiber

12. AGE OF VICT\IM\JS..SWE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION | 15. INJURY DIAGNCSIS
MALE -1
[0)[0][2) FEMALE - 2 (1] no inj. [0] no inj. {71101
UNKNOWN- 3
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
ONSITE -1
no inj. [9][9] fire rept. [3] TELEPHONE - 2 3] 16).[ 1
) OTHER -3
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22y. REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
multi 9] newspaper [0][5] [91[01(3][5] [91171[01(3][0][5]

(NON-NEISS CASES ONLY)

23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES

CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [ ]

CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME [ » ]

. | 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR REVIEW

DATE

24. NARRATIVE (See Instructions on Page 2)

Female victims suffered minor burns, age 40 on fingers, age 21 on lower arm.

Ta

(USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY)

CPSC FOR NO. 182 (Revised 10/93)(Adapted for WP for Windows & Epson LQ-1170 Printer 10/93)
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961021HWES017
Couch Fire
Billings, MT

Incident

The fire investigator believes that the victim went upstairs and tooix the BBQ
lighter from the area of the stove. He took it to the rec. room to play. He lit
the corner of the upholstered couch, starting a small fire. He left the room,
closing the door behind him. The women started to smell smoks in the.basement
and began looking for the source.

The women found the couch on fire, extinguished the fire with blankets,

fire extinguisher, and buckets of water.

Post Incident

The two women suffered minor burns putting out the fire and taking the couch
outside to the yard of the home. Nobody else in the home was injured. The fire
department was called at 12:27 p.m. on 9-21-96. 40 yr. old suffered 2 burned
fingers on her right hand. 21 yr. old suffered a burn on her right arm trying
to put out the couch fire, and on her hair when it caught fire also. Neither
woman required hospitalization for their injuries.

Damage to the home was limited to the right front corner of the couch, the
carpeting in the area cof the fire, and water damage to the area. The couch was
discarded after the fire. The fire investigator did find the BBQ lighter in the
area where the couch fire started.

Product Information

The couch is described as a man-made fiber material. No further product
information was in the report. The photos show a flower print fabric on the
couch. The couch appears to have had skirting around the bottom edge of the
frame. The cushions appear to contain foam.

The photographs do not show the BBQ lighter. The report only describes it
as a flame type BBQ lighter. There is no further information about the age or
brand of the lighter.



S961021HWESO17
Couch Fire
Billings, MT

This incident was reported in a newspaper clipping. The information for this
report is from the Billings Fire Department Investigation report. Photos were
also provided by the fire department. The items involved in the incident were
not collected as evidence by the fire department‘and were nost available for

‘sampling or examination. There was no product information in the fire report.

Pre-Incident

This incident occurred in Billings, MT. The home was owned by an elderly woman,
age 68 (referred to as the owner). The single family home was made of wood, and
had a basement recreation room. There were no smoke detectors in the home.

The owner had a 40 year old daughter (referred to in this report as 40 yr.
o0ld) living with her in the home. The 40 yr. old had 2 children, a girl age 21
(referred to as 21 yr. old), and a boy, age 17 (referred to as 17 yr. old). 21
Yr. old lived at another address, and had a baby, DOB 10-17-93 (referred to as
the victim). It is not known where 17 yr. old lived. '

4 The basement of the home is shown in the fire department photos. There
appears to be wood paneling, carpet, and drapes in the room where the incident
occurred. There was a couch in the rec. room as well as a 7V and some other
furniture. The report indicates that 40 yr. old had a bedroom dcvm in the
basement, and that there were doors to other rooms in the basement.

On the day of the incideht, 21 yr. old and the victim had gone to the house
to visit 40 yr. old. 17 yr. old was in the basement watching TvV. It is not
known where the owner was at the time of the incident.” A BBQ lighter was near
the stove in the upstairs kitchen just before the incident.

Just before the incident, 40 yr. old and 17 yr. old were in 40 yr. old’'s
bedroom folding clothes. 17 yr. old was also in the basemen:, but not in the
rec. room at the time. The victim was believed to be watching TV by himself.



961(21HWES017
Couch Fire
Billings, MT

Attachments
Attachment 1 Fire Department Photographs.

Attachment 2 Fire Department reports.

Attachment 3 Work assignment and copy of newspaper clipping about the incident.



Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs Photographs

961021HWES017
Couch Fire

Photo 1

Burns on 40 yr. old's right head. She Burns on 21 yr. old's right arm. 2Znd
is grandmother of victim. Blisters on degree burn to arm.

fingers.

Photo 2




Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs ‘ Photographs
961021HWES017
Couch Fire

Photo 3
Photo of couch that child ignited in - Burned cushion from couch. Bucket used

rec. room. Women carried it outside. to throw water on fire.

Photo 4




Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs ‘ ) Photographs
961021HWES017
Couch Fire

(T :'.’ﬁdf ‘;
Photo 5
Blanket draped over back of couch. Lower right front end of couch ignited
Used by women to try to extinguish by child using BBQ lighter.
fire.

Photo &




Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs Photographs
96102THWES017
Couch Fire

Ly

Photo 7

Photo 7 is another view of couch.

Photo 8

Photo shows rec. room where
couch was located. Dry
chemical from tire extinguisher
used is visible in photo.




Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs Photographs
: | 961021HWES017
Couch Fire

Photo 9

Photo shows where carpeting was burned. TV the victim was watching just prior to
starting the tire.

Photo 10




Attachment 1 Billings Fire Dept. Photographs Photographs

Photo 11

961021HWES017
Couch Fire

Photo 11 shows another view of the
burned carpet where the fire started on
the couch.
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BILLINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT
BILLINGS, MONTANA 59101
S i NCIDENT INFORMATION ]
INCIDENT NUMBER: 96-5724
ADDRESS“
ZONE
DATE: September 21, 1996
TIME: 1550 hours
TYPE OF FIRE: Structure
' FIRE REPORTED BY :
PHONE:  ADDRESS:
i ..LROPERTY INFORMATION
PROPERTY OWNER:
PHONE: '
OCCUPANTS: ,
PHONE: ADDRES i
{ INSURANCE INFORMATION |
INSURANCE COMPANY ON PROPERTY: State Farm
AMOUNT: DAMAGE:
INSURANCE COMPANY ON CONTENTS: State Farm
AMOUNT: DAMAGE:
MORTGAGE HOLDER: _
ADJUSTER:
N CASE INFORMATION )
CASE SENT TO POLICE DEPARTMENT
YES () NO(X) POLICE OFFICER'S NAME:
CASE NUMBER:

INVESTIGATING OFFICER FIRE: Paul Gerber
DATE: September 21, 1996
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i INVESTIGATION REPORT |
SIZE OF WIDTH LENGTH HEIGHT
BUILDING

YES NO
PHOTOS TAKEN X
DRAWING MADE X

EVIDENCE X

REMOVED

ORIGIN OF FIRE: Couch in basement rec room

FIRE CAUSE: child playing with lighter
INJURED PERSONS:

OFFENSE: (ARSON) (ATT.ARSON) (FIRE BOMB) (EXPLOSIVE BOMS
(INVESTIGATION ONLY) ~ (DEATH W/ATT ARSON)  (ARSON FATALITY)
(FATAL FIRE BOMB)  (FATAL EXPLOSIVE BOMB)  (FATAL FIRE INVEST.)

(ACCIDENTAL) (OTHER)
STATUS: ACTIVE CLOSED CASEPENDING INACTIVE OTHER

MOTIVE: PROFIT CONCEALMENT JUVENILE/VANDALISM SPITE/REVENGE
TERRORISM UNKNOWN VANITY OTHER

I was requested to investigate a fire at“ This home was owred by
Delores Scherer (D.0O.B. 11-25-28).

| observed actual fire damage to have been limited to one room in the basement,
a “rec” room, where the television was located. The only fire involvement, -
occurred to a small section of the carpet and to a couch which was eventually
carried outside b nd after flames emitting from
the fabric and a cushion had been extinguished. | noted the odor of smok
throughout the house, but no smoke staining anywhere in the home.

My on-scene interviews were as follows:
NAME:
ADDRESS:
TELEPHONE #:
D.O.B.




7 e /0_?2 ) 1HWE 5D/

Was living with her mother . i
o uQG=ughter, e and s son, JNGEGENGENGNGN
came over to visit. ,
» Had been at the house 10 - 15 minutes when @fjijif%nd WIS mellad
smoke.
Opened a closed door to the rec room and noticed couch on fire.
- Tried to extinguish fire with buckets of water and fire extinguisher.
Extinguished fire and carried couch outside.
Grabbed cushion to put fire out with blanket.
Burned 2 fingers on right hand. :
BBAQ lighter was found by couch. Had been upstairs by stove.
_ _ p6 son (17 years old) had been in basement at time
of fire (was not in rec room). v
' and "M vere also in basement with it tims of fire.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
D.O.B.

5-19-75

¢ Folding clothes downstairs in her mother’'s bedroom when she smelled
smoke. '

Opened rec room door and saw fire.

Flipped blanket on couch to put out fire.

In process, hair caught on fire.

Burned right arm trying to put hair and couch fire out.

Had turned on television in réc room for her son, QIR (D-0.B. 10-17-93),
when they arrived at house. )

* 4R brother, Uil had initially been in room with [ Y

| have not been able to make contact with SR o gt o statzment
from him.

IR promised me she would visit with her son and then call me
about what her told here. | have not yet heard from her.

From my investigation of the scene and interviews conducted, | believe, at this
time, the fire was accidental, caused by a child playing with a lighter. | feel

was playing with a BBQ lighter which he found upstairs by the
stove. After igniting the couch, he left the room, closing the door behind h'm.

The point of origin for the fire was the right front, lower portion of the couch
which was located in the basement rec room.



BILLINGS FIRE DEPARTMENT
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DL 1020 JAOE <~
2305 8TH AVE NORTH 76/02z2) Sor

BILLINGS, MONTANA 59101

INCIDENT NUMBER:

SITUATION TYPE:
ACTION TAKEN:
IGNITION FACTOR:

ADDRESS OF CALL:
RESIDENT NAME:

PHONE NUMBER:
ADDRESS:

OWNER NAME:

DISTRICT: 4 SHIFT:
FIRE SERVICE INJURED: 0
FIRE SERVICE FATAL: 0

AREA OF FIRE ORIGIN:
METHOD OF EXTINGUISHMENT:
FORM OF HEAT IGNITION:
TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITED:
FORM OF MATERIAL IGNITED:
EQP INVOLVED IN IGNITION:
YEAR: 0000 MAKE:
SERIAL NUMBER:
MOBILE PROPERTY: Mobile
YEAR: 0000 MAKE:

VEHICLE STATE: :
REGISTRATION/LICENSE NBR:

OFFICER IN CHARGE:
OFFICER MAKING REPORT:

96-00005724

Structure Fire
Investigation only

VEHICLE NUMBER:

F026
F026

INCIDENT REPORT

9/25/96
ALARM TIME: 15:50:40
ALARM DATE: 9/21/96
~ TIME CLEARED: 17:03:30
Children With, child Playing
MT 59105

PHONE NUMBER: )
ADDRESS:
S

MT
B EST. TOTAL DOLLAR LOSS: $800
CIVILIAN INJURED: 2
CIVILIAN FATAL: 0]

Lounge Area

Make-Shift Aids

Lighter (Flame Type)

Man-Made Fabric, Fiber, Finished Goods
Upholstered Sofa, Chair, Vehicle Sezts

No Equipment Involved
MODEL:

Property Type Not Applicable

MODEL:

ADDITIONAL VEH ID NBR:

HILL
HILL
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PHOTO LOG

Page _[_ of _L
ALARM NUMBER 5 )24/ DATE _Qé/ /o TIME /.S .S
PHOTOGRAPHER y / 6’&»50/)’ '

PHOTO # DESCRIPTION
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Billings Fire Department
DATE 8/23/96 FROM DATE/TIME: 0/00/00 00:00
-HHzm-»N%Nqnouztﬂzmc.U»HM\HHzmnzfo\QO\oo 24:00 F
. PRINT CASUALTIES.: YE§ - --- "SITUATION "TYPET; "~
PRINT PERSONNEL..:-YE§ - - "ACTION"TYPE -"TAKEN.
STATION. . uvvsuweoit ALL - "METHOD -OF ALARM.,:
SHIFT . . uouuveuwesot ALL- "MULTIPLE ‘ALARMS ON
~ DAY OF WEEK.....,.: ALL PROBABLE ACT/OMMIS
O PRINT NARRATIVE,;: YE§——- "INCTDENT YR/#/EYDa
_V . e anmmwht.n. . ™ [ye—. - . . . i . = =
mhl INCIDENT# - EXP- -DATE -~ LOCATION - - STATN
Q4 9600005724 00 3/21/96 4411 JANSMA AVE - - : PAT
H,w BILLINGS MT 59101
2 CENSUS TRACT..: Tt .
mww,. UNIT#/COMPANY ;- - - "Engine 4 -—--
0 : PROBL -ACT/OMSN ¢ 36 Children - -
of TOTAL-MILEAGE.: - . oren .
D4 MUTUAL -AID .- co
(028 METHD-OF ‘ALARM: 7 Tie-Line - - -
o ADDITIONAL<:.v: STRUCTURE FIRE. :
FireTimes .,..,.: 1 NoProblems
FIXED PROP USE: 411 OneFanmYear
AREA OF ORIGIN: 14 Lounge
2ZND AREA OF OR: . :
LEVEL OF ORGIN: 8 Below Grnd
MTHD OF EXTNGCM: 2 Make-Shift
# OF STORIES..:- 1
CONSTRUCT TYPE: 7 Prote Wood
EXTENT FLM DMG: 3 Cnf Room
EXTENT SMK DMG: 9 No Damage
EXTNG SYS TYPE:-
EXTNG SYS PERF:
DETECTOR TYPE. :
DET POWER SUPL:
DETECTOR PERFM: 8 No Detectr
GAL H2Z0 USED..:
HOSE SIZE # USED FEET USED EQUIP TYP
BOOSTER :
POLICE NOTIFD.: NO
PL INCIDNT ORI:
PL INCIDENT#..:-
PHOTOGRAPHED..: NO
PHOTOGRAPHER. . :
PERSONNEL REPSONDING:
STATION - UNIT SHFT NAME-
. TOTAL PERSONNEL: : TOTAL TIME: 0:00:00
FIRE SERVICE n>m:>heHMmm .
TOTAL FIRE SERVICE CASUALTIES - -

- "NON-FIRE SERVICE CASUALTIES: -
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. Billings, MT

. (Yellowstone Co.)
Gazette
(Cir. D. 62,000)

SEP 2 2 1996

A 3-year-old boyzapparent
aying ;with “avlighter started-

said four firé frucks responded and
the; blaze’ was extinguished with a-
hosg¢ from the residence. He said
the-fire caused about $2:000 in fire"
darhage to the den and in general

p'a?'_‘jattép ]
infants are conce
. = >*We - obviously”
cautious’
thigg

need ;to .be
-about where we . put

;can start fires and we".

ld. LR . -
also said juveniles play-_
matches may have started

ay. He said one room

‘was abandoned and was °

o be demolished. - -

couch on fire at his parept's home '
ate ‘ffh
graj

attalio) Chief -,Dave Harris.;;.

smoke age ' throughout -the
. S _

outh-central Billin o

ttraining kids at a very .
lighters and matches .
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i & FEB 1997

2.INVESTIGATOR'S ID
961114CC(:5051 8189 ‘
EPIDEMIOLOGIC
ICE CODE 4. DaATE oF uxznm 5. DATE INITIATED 1 STIGATION
oFFice * YR Mo DAY " YR M0 DAY REEFORT
96/09/30 96/12/03
SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDRNT OR COMPLAINT uec
A four year old male child awoke before his parents. As he
played he found a charcoal lighter in a kitchen drawer. As he
played with the lighter, he ignited the table cloth and padding on
the chairs. A smoke alarm alerted the parents to the fire and no
injuries occurred.
8. CITY 9. STATR
;'_I;::gnmmm wml"tia Reidsville NC
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 10B. TRADE/BRAND NAME 10C. MODEL NUMBER
Charcoal Lighter 1247 unknown unknown
MER/PRVLER NOTIFIED | e
m
10D. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS ________..—--—--—'No L:ems Hached
unknown | ExcisiOpg] Revisions
____—___.-—-—-’F. requ
11A. SECOND PRODUCT 118. TRADE/ERAND NAME Chear )Lc MODEL NUMBER
Table Cloth unknowrresA & PT7 Zﬁu
0651 | n wn/PrV‘U’ ﬁ?known
La
"11D. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS ""“EY; lﬁ,:. Lyﬁin
unknown M e /{u A 5{9 n
‘ ‘ Coﬂlmm’"‘ Process
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
0 No injury No injury 0 .7%0 injury
BODY PART (S) 17.RESPONDENT 18. TYPE OF 17. TIME SPENT
INVOLVED : Father/Fire INVESTIGATION (OPERATIONAL HOURS)
No lnjury Dept_ 1 Telephone 10.0
99 2
20. ATTACHMENT (S) 21.CASE SOURCE 22. SAMPLE COLLECTION NUMBER
Fire Report Newspaper None
2 05
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES (NON NEISS CASES ONLY)
, No
24. REVIEW DATE 25. REVIEWED BY ) ' 26. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRZCTOR
77 X1/ ‘ g3yl T 212792

27. DISTRIBUTION

O:EHDS CC: & ¢ A

CPSC FORM 182 (REVISED 12/96) « OMB NO. 3041-0029




961114CCC5051
* 8189

NOTE: The information contained in this investigation was
provided by the fire department and the father of the
child that started the fire. The father was also the
one that discovered the fire and extinguished the fire.

PRE-ACCIDENT:

The respondent, his wife, 22 month old daughter, and 4 year old
son lived in the frame rented residence. No one in the family
smoked and the children were not routinely exposed to cigarette
lighters. The children had no history of playing with fire,
matches, or lighters. The family did have a charcoal lighter
which they kept in a drawer below the microwave. It was used to
start the grill and the father was not sure the children kad ever
seen the lighter used. They had it for several years. It was
purchased at either a Kmart or Walmart store.

The family had only lived in the residence since June. The week
before the fire the father had checked the battery operated smoke
alarm located in the hall.

ACCIDENT: -

It was Sept. 30, 1996 around 8:00 am. The pare ts and 22 month
daughter were asleep. The parents were awakerécby the smoke
alarm. They jumped up to discover smoke in the house. They
called 911 and the father discovered a fire in the kitchen. At
this time the four year old was in his room. The children and
the mother escaped the residence. The padding on the kitchen
chairs was burning and the table cloth. The father extinguished
the fire. He first attempted to use a fire extinguisher located
in the kitchen, but it ran out of fuel before the fire was out.
He then used buckets of water to extinguish the fire.

POST-ACCIDENT:

By the time the fire department arrived the fire had been
extinguished. No injuries occurred. Damage was limited o the
kitchen chairs, table cloth, floor and smoke damage. The father
stated that he was able to clean-up the metal framed glass top
table.

The four year old woke up before his parents and was playing. He
admitted that he found the lighter and ignited the table c=loth
and chairs as he played with the charcoal lighter. He then
returned to his room.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

The father described the lightér as a typical butane fueled
charcoal lighter. He did not know the brapd or make. He was not



961114CCC5051
8189 page 2

sure where he purchased the lighter but thought it was either
Kmart or Walmart. He stated that the lighter operated by a
trigger type action and was approximately 8 or 9 inches ir.
length. The respondent did not remember labeling on the product.

The table was a glass top table with metal framing and legs. It
was covered with a cloth table cloth. No information was
available on the table cloth or the fabric content of the table
cloth. The chairs to the table were metal framing with vinyl
padded seats. The padding was foam rubber. The respondent did
not know the brand of the table and chairs.

STANDARD INFORMATION:

CPSC has no mandatory standards for charcoal lighters, table
clothes, or tables and chairs.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 - Fire Report
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