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Child with lighter 9

causes house fire 50

‘A child playing with a - ciga-
rette lighter caused a fire . _
Wednesday morning in the bed- y 7-. l() - 36

room of a home ,at.%-
PK'eizer Fire District of-

Ncials said, ' ) . _
J%r:;? found heavy black lté%? -H\&R!\’\RP( 0&

smoke coming from the residence

when they responded to the |
a.m. alarm. Occupant
; awoke to find the mas-

ter m closet in flames. She - "
and two young children escaped Ness = av\LD 0@‘“&5«
safely from the home, .

Fire officials said leftover fire-
lv:tirk%ér; ;lzﬁ ctli(:-seet “might have
elped fuel the fire.

. The two-bedroom rental house 5 NEqQuss %
sustained moderate fire damage _—
to the bedroom and smoke dam- &L — ’
age throughout the house. Estj-

- mates of damage were at least .
‘ 23,000 t:oh the structure and | —
,000 to the contents. ’ 4
There was a smoke detector in , &‘m ‘mﬁ
the house, but it had no battery,, | ;
officials said. :

IR R S e e L S e e

S03- 393- 1045
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EPIDEMIOLOGI
4 DATE OF ACCIDENT 5. DATE INITIATED I STIGATION
OFFICE CODE . .
° YR MO DAY YR MO DAY REPORT
896 96 06 04 96 08 08
SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COHPLAiNT
witnesses to this fire but the child explained what he did. The four

year old male took a butane charcoal lighter that was hidden behind

the entertainment center, in the living room of a towrhouse.

The

child stated that he then ignited the lighter, and then ignited
The child's mother was upstairs and she
The living room was

papers in the living room.

was able to successfully evacuate the house.
gutted and there was smoke damage to the remainder of the house.

3
6
There were no'injuries involved in this accident. There were no

7.LOCATION (Home, School, etc.)
Home 10

8. cITY
Hollywood

9.STATE
Marylanc|

Butane Charcoal Lighter
1247

" 10A. PIRST PRODUCT

10B. TRADE/BRAND NAME
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o\ \t0

10C. MODEL NUMBER
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“A‘EQ lvk\l \‘% no Comnp P ;‘;C\\\ed

.‘ “s
|l 10p. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS Co v‘e’"“ouoﬁoé*
U . “O.‘ "ﬂ
Unk. e
Unk. N
11A. SECOND PRODUCT 11C. MODEL NUMBER
Paper .
1137 ) Unk.

‘nﬂnmnc'mnsn NAME AND ADDRESS
Unk.

dl

Unk.
Unk.
12. AGE OF VICTIM 13. SEX 14. DISPOSITION 15. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
0
16. BODY PART (S) 17 .RESPONDENT 18. TYPE OF 19. TIME SPENT
INVOLVED Mother 3 INVESTIGATION (OPERATIONAL HOURS)
No Injury Froe Marcial Telephone 05
99 2
20. ATTACHMENT(S) 21.CASE SOURCE 22. SAMPLE CCLLECTION NUMBER
None Newspaper N/A
0 06
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NOTE: For purposes of this investigation, the State Fire
Marshal, that conducted an on-site investigation, was contacted.
He offered information that is contained in this report. Also
contacted, for purposes of this investigation was the mother of
the child, involved in this lighter ignition fire. The mother
could only speak briefly, consequently, not all the background
information could be ascertained.

PRE-ACCIDENT

The mother of the child stated that the lighter involved in this
fire was a charcoal lighter. It was purchased in approximately
May, 1996. She could not give the number of times it was used
but said that it was used for "a lot of barbecues" before the
fire in the house. She said that she did not know if the lighter
was ever refilled during ownership. During ownership, ths2
lighter never malfunctioned; it was never dropped cr damaged.

The mother said that her four year old son had, to her knowledge,
never played with the lighter before this accident.

At the time just before the fire, the mother was in the upstairs
level of this townhouse, taking a shower. Her son was in the
downstairs living room. The mother said that the charcoal
lighter was hidden behind the entertainment center, in the living
room. The mother said that the "off-on" switch was off, when it
was placed behind the entertainment center. The Fire Marshal
spoke with the child, after the fire. The child tcld him that he
took the lighter from the area of the entertainment cente:r.

ACCIDENT

The four year old child told the fire marshal that he then took
the charcoal lighter and ignited papers that were on top of a
television, that was on the floor of the living room. The paper
fire then ignited other items in the living room. The mother was
alerted to the fire (unknown how alerted) and evacuated herself
and her child from the house.

POST-ACCIDENT

The two people that were in the house, at the time of the fire,
escaped without injury. According to the fire department K losses
in the house amounted to $30,000 contents and $40,000 structure.
The living room was gutted and there was heat and smoke damage in
the rest of the house. The fire department found the chaircoal
lighter, after the fire. The Deputy Fire Marshal, that was
interviewed, for purposes of this investigation, stated he looked
at the remains of the charcoal lighter after the fire, but: did
not collect the lighter. He said that it was melted intc a glob
of plastic there was no brand name information visible. Neither
the mother or fire marshal had the charcoal lighter.
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION/INFORMATION

As stated above, brand name information was not known by the
consumer or the Fire Marshal's Office. The consumer said the
lighter had a red end and a black tip. She said tkat it had an
off-on control, a flame height control and a lever for activating
the flame. She said that the lighter may have been 8-9" long.
She said that it was purchased at a Walmart store, but she2 is
unsure of the location. The mother said that the charcoal
lightpr had no child resistant feature on it. The fire marshal
said that he took photographs on the scene, but the photographs
did not come out. He said that what remained of the ligh:er was
a glob of melted plastic. He said that the handle may have been
red and the nozzle for the lighter was a 4"-5w piece of metal.
He said that it was a butane lighter. He said that there was no
brand name visible on the remains of the lighter.

STANDARDS INFORMATION

Unknown.

EXHIBIT DESCRIPTION

None (Fire Marshal's report requested).
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Lighter Buins Home -

Bay District volunteer firefighters, Joined by others from llol!y'ood

and Solomons, respond lo reporied at 3:19 p.m. Toesday at the
- apartment home of Church Drive
An the Greenview Knolls community. and her 4-year-old son
.2scaped unharmed from the blaze, which ty State Fire Marshal

Allen Gosnell said was accidentally started by the child as be played

with a buigne charcoal lighter in the liviu room. Damages were es-
timated at $70,0¢

- ——
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8- SYNOPSIS OF INCIDENT OR COMPLAINT: On 8/07/96 a three year old boy started the patio door window curtains on fire in his |
family's home with a grill/ fireplace lighter. The flames were observed by a neighbor, who alerted the parents. The fire was |
partially extinguished with pitchers of water and a garden hose by the time the fire department could anive and completely ;
extinguish the fire. Damage was estimated at approximately $6,000; no one was injured. The boy's mother received the lighter ;’
25 a promotional item when she purchased cigarettes at a local gas station on 6/24/96. The lighter was placed on the kitchen |
counter and largely forgotten by the parents. The mother believes that the boy thought the lighter was a toy, as the on/off
switch is similar to that on his toy "CD player," and the "trigger” style switch used to ignite the lighter may have been likened \
Jto his toy guns. The lighter was collected by MKE-RP submitted to CCA as sample #96-830-3546. :
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: (1)0]
home } Delavan WI.
10A. FIRST PRODUCT 11A. TRADE/BRAND NAME, MODEL NUMBER, MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
grill lighter [1]1[2)[8 ]1[5] 'AimnFlamc'modelbutancgaslightermmuﬁcmredbytthcﬁpw-Tohi

Corporation, Fontana, CA. 92337. ,
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| 10B. SECOND PRODUCT

patio door curtains [0 ][6 1[1 }{7 } N/A
12. AGEOF VICTIM | 13. SEX (USE NUMERICAL CODE) 14. DISPOSITION 18. INJURY DIAGNOSIS
MALE -1 I No injury No injury
©IvI9] FEMALE-2  [9] ' (o1 il -
UNKNOWN- 3
16. BODY PART 17. RESPONDENT(S) (Mother, Friend) 18. TYPE INVESTIGATION 19. TIME SPENT
No injury victim's father, fire department ON SITE -1 51 Tr:3.0
919 investigators 1 TELEPHONE -2 0]61.[10
9191 mvestiga | 1] OTHER -3 l.lﬁl[ 1
20. ATTACHMENTS 21. CASE SOURCE 22. REVIEWED BY YR MO DAY
multiple 91 [015] 81113 ]0] - 916110191 )7
23. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE NAMES :
, [NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPSC MAY DISCLOSE MY NAME [X ] CPSC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY NAME [ ]
24. NARRATIVE (See Mstructions on Page 2) 25. REGIONAL OFFICE DIRECTOR RIEVIEW DATE
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SUMMARY :

On 8/07/96 a three year old boy started the patio door window
curtains on fire in his family's home with a grill/ fireplace
lighter. The flames were observed by a neighbor, who alerted the
parents. The fire was partially extinguished with pitchers of
water and a garden hose by the time the fire department could
arrive and completely extinguish the fire. Damage was estimated
at approximately §$6,000; no one was injured.

The boy's mother received the lighter as a promotional item when
she purchased cigarettes at a local gas station on 6/24/36. The
lighter was placed on the kitchen counter and largely forgotten
by the parents. The mother believes that the boy thought the
lighter was a toy, as the on/off switch is similar to that on his
toy "CD player," and the "trigger"™ style switch used to ignite
the lighter may have been likened to his toy guns. The lighter
was collected by MKE-RP submitted to CCA as sample #96-830-3546.

PRE-INCIDENT:

This incident occurred in a two story, wood-framed, single family
home with an attached garage located in Delavan, WI. The family
consisted of the parents and their two children, a boy agje 3 and
a 6 year old girl.

Only the mother smokes cigarettes in the home. Between 6/24/96
and 6/26/96 she purchased a promotional carton of "Basic Lights”
brand cigarettes from the Super America gas station and
convenience store located at 803 Geneva Street, Delavan, WI.
53135. This carton consisted of three 20 cigarette packs of
cigarettes as well as a "free" "Aim n Flame" model
fireplace/grill butane lighter. The lighter is 7" long. It has
"trigger" style lighting mechanism, a slide on/off switch, and a
rotating wheel style switch to adjust the flame height. The
lighter is not child resistant. It is manufactured by the
Scripto-Tokai Corpcration, Fontana, CA. 92337. Photographs of
this lighter are attached as Exhibit "A." The lighter was
packaged together with the cigarettes, which are manufactured by
Philip Morris.

The mother stated that her children have never shown any interest
in the regular-size butane cigarette lighters that she uses to
light her cigarettes. She buys lighters with or without the child
resistant feature, depending what happens to be conveniently
offered for sale when she needs to buy a lighter. She normally
keeps the lighter with her in her pocket, but does routinely
leave her cigarettes and lighter on the kitchen counter or on the
coffee tables in the den. She never saw her children show any
interest in the lighters, and was not concerned that they might
play with them. '
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Due to the large size of the promotional grill lighter, it was
never used to light cigarettes, but instead was placed on the
edge of the kitchen counter near the patio door leading sutside
should it be needed to start the grill. The mother estimated that
it was actually used 2-3 times by her husband to start the grill
between 6/24/96 and 8/07/96. She does not believe the children
ever saw her husband or anyone else light this grill ligater. The
lighter was largely forgotten, due to the infrequency of use.

INCIDENT:

On Wednesday, 8/07/96 at 8:40PM the mother put both of her
children to bed in their separate bedrooms upstairs. She then
went back downstairs to do the dishes, wash clothes and other
household chores. At approximately 9:45PM she went out to the
garage to talk with her husband and a neighbor, who were working
on an automobile and had been in the garage all evening.

At approximately 10:10PM the neighbor happened look towards the
patio door leading to the backyard, and noticed heavy flames just
inside the door. The neighbor and husband then ran into the home,
finding the three year old boy standing approximately 12" from
the flames, staring towards the patio door. He was apparently in
shock, and apparently did not realize the impending danger. The
fire department was immediately summoned. The father and neighbor
were able to partially extinguish the fire using pitchers of
water and the garden hose; the fire department arrived a short
time later and fully extinguished the flames. The fire czused
fire damage to the kitchen, and smoke damage throughout the home,
total damage estimate is approximately $6,200.

POST~-INCIDENT:

Fire investigators and the parents questioned the 3 year old boy,
who admitted starting the fire with the fireplace/grill lighter.
The boy pulled a chair from the kitchen table over to the
counter, then climbed on the chair and was able to reach the
lighter. It is not known how he knew the lighter was there, or
what attracted him to it this particular evening. This lighter
was found on the floor, where the boy had apparently dropped it
after starting the fire. The boy ignited the lacy synthetic ‘
material full length curtains that hang on either side of the
french-style swinging patio doors in the kitchen. The fire spread
to the door and the ceiling above the door. .

The investigators gave the boy the lighter and asked him to

~ demonstrate how he lighted it, however the boy would not do so
and would not answer any further questions. The parents have
attempted to discuss the incident with their son since the fire,
however he will not answer their questions.
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The boy had no previous history of playing with fire or lighters.
The boy's mother did not know how her son learned to use the
lighter, except to say that the simple on/off switch was similar
to that on some toys he had played with (she specifically
mentioned a portable compact disk player toy (it doesn't actually
Pplay music). She also suggested that the trigger pull action of
the lighter is similar to that of toy quns the boy had played
with in the past. The boy's manual dexterity was described as
being average for his age; his mother described her boy as being
small for his age, weighing approximately 35 pounds and standing
an estimated 30-36" tall. His DOB is 5/14/93.

The boy's mother was adament that these lighters should have
specific child resistant features. She now realizes that her
children have reached the age where they might become interested
in fire and playing with cigarette lighters, and she feels that
if a lighter is offered as a promotional item it should -ontain
appropriate warnings and safety features. She noticed that the
packaging and the lighter did have warning labeling, but she
didn't pay much attention to the information at the time of
purchase.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

Fireplace/grill lighter: "Aim n Flame" model, plast:c handle
with black metal tip. Has "trigger" style lighting mechanism,
slide on/off switch, and a rotating wheel style switch to adjust
the flame height. Lighter is not child resistant. It is
manufactured by the Scripto-Tokai Corporation, Fontana, CA.
92337. Made in Mexico. ' .

Warning label on handle states "Warning: Failure to follcw
instructions can result in burn injury. Danger Lighter ccntains
butane gas under pressure. Extremely flammable. Do not use near
fire or flame. Caution: Do not puncture, incinerate or expose tao
temperature above 120 degrees. Keep and store away from
children!"

The lighter was collected as sample #96-830-3546, and was
forwarded to CCA via the Sample Custodian on 8/20/96.

APPLICABLE STANDARDS:

This product would be subject to the Consumer Product Safsty Act
and the Federal Hazardous Substances Act.

ATTACHMENTS :

Exhibit "A"™ - CPSC Photographs of the lighter involved in
this incident.



960815CCN1696

Exhibit
Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

Exhibit

L]

"B" - Delavan, WI. Fire Department report.

"C" - Photos taken at the fire scene by the fire
investigators.

"D" - Sample Collection Receipt issued to the
complainant on 8/19/96 for the lighter
involved.

"E" - Sample Collection Report #96-830-3545.

"F" - "Authorization for release of name" form
signed by the complainant on 8/19/9¢.

"G" - Original investigation request.



Exhibit "A"
IDI #960815CCN1696

Photos of the interior of the home where this fire occurred. The counter
pictured above is where the grill lighter was kept; the patio door
shown is where the fire originated. Much of the damage has been repaired.




Exhibit "a2"
IDI #960815CCN1696

This same curtain material pictured is what the boy first ignited with the
grill lighter.




Exhibig "a'r
IDX l960815(:(m1696

As depicted, misc. items are kept on the kitchen counter

lighter was simply placed here without much th
carton it came with.

top, and the grill

ought when taken from the cigarette
The lighter in question is shown below.




Exhibic "™
IDI #960&1 Sceni 696

Safety C(m\

I 9. 2 A &
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Exhibit "4'"
IDI #960815CCNL696

Warning labeling on the lighter handle. The packaging it came in vas discarded.

NEGATIVES
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PARTIAL MENU - SEE HANDBOOK
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O ) 13 = Vehicha Fire 32 T Emergency Medicalcall 48 (] Arcing slectric squipment 55 O Asasist Police 71 O Maicious false
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= 4 0 Remove Hazard @
FIXED PROPERTYUSE  (Occupancy)
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DELAVAN FIRE DEPARTMENT
INCIDENT ATTENDENCE. FORM
DATE _ ¥/7 e ON SCENE [ 272:2 IYPEFIRE _ ste,czune |
ISPATCH 22 ' ( RETURNING | 27/ 4o [TYPE SQUAD 1 «
NROUTE 22 . 2! QUARTERS |[27,5
{___UNITS RESPONDING E-3 T4
T1__ TS5 T7 S8
INO. NAME TIME TIME |NO. NAME TIME | TIME
. : IN ouUT IN ouT
603 BRITT, JAMES X 607 LEITZKE, BRIAN [
690  BRYANT, JAMES X 648 LOFY, JEFF
664 BUHLER, STEVE 653 LOGTERMAN, GLEN '
650 BUNNELL, FRANK : 646 LUDOWISE, BOB X
655 CHAPMAN, BOB = 687 MURRAY, TIM
509 DEMBNY, KYLE i 667 NIEUWENHUIS, ELj -
683 NIEUWENHUIS, LARRY X
- $12 _FLOOD, NEILL X 682 NIEUWENHUIS, MELVIN
K63 FLOOD, PAT v 668 _ NIEUWENHUIS, PETER
636 GRAIR,RON . i~ 608 O'NEILL, JOEN - v
611 HACKET ALLYN X 621 O'NELLL, TM 226 17
91 HEFLICK, TROY v 657 _ PIETERS, BOB X /
616 HEIMSTRA, DON 641  SMITH, LYLE X
634 HEMBROOK, KEVIN 639  STROHM, GREG X
635 KARSTETTER, JOHN - 640  STURTEVANT, TIM X
613 KOLANDA, KEITH X 645 VITULLO, CHRIS
644 KROPACEK. RICK v 674 WALTERS, FRITZ >
79 KUEHNI, PAUL v 632 YOUMANS, BOB e
[TOTAL GALLONS PUMPED | D) - INCIDENT COMMANDER _ -
: . pALR 2 wn — . an
[_TOTAL HOSE LAID ) o ond
COMMENTS

%
o A~

Revised 3/19/96
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT S I 2 it of SN T PR
SAFETY COMMISSION WOt #3578 wissdes e
o kiSha, v S3d i'
2. NAME OF INDIVIDUAL 3. TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL 4. DAT|
Py Sa 57971
S FigM NAME . SAVPLE NwiBER
by 6 Ylo-dsyg
7. NUMBER AND 87%!7 8. ClQI’ AND STATE (/nclude Zip Code) _
529 5 ¢/ 5/. Dectava~ wzr. S35
9. SAMPLES COLLECTED Describe fully. List lot, seriof model numbers and o

/-usrg ‘At n jeanc B2 ndd u)4/a',
Tl L'c'l..ol_lo £y S- ,\}'ﬂk- 1A O"‘Af‘ )
Faolass ¢4, 9233 7. Sack ‘

vrd iaveiveg s Toz ¥ 1o ¥ 15C M 9l

10. SAMPLES 11. SAMPLES WERE 12, COLLECTOR
8. AMOUNTY ReCcaved FOR SAMPLE s. (Pvine or type) .
. i .DNRONASED D rieers I' 314 Seed

R A7 — ~ _bﬁmu
l ! BORROWED (T 62 . -
AN V7 1 At e reinrned) “ - — 3




ix/u:s:/ S Tralsg

) v ; & AYATTNIR 1A
P U.S. Consumer Product 0 7 1et8/S < G2

- . SAMPLE COLLECTION REPORT
1. Sample Flag 2. Date Collected | 3. Sampie Type and Number: 96-830-3546

8/19/96 @ Physical (O Documentary

4a Product Name {40 Modet 4c NEISS [6. Assignment Number
GRILUFIREPLACE LIGHTER AIM ‘N FLAME 1285 980815CCN1608
&ihmnphﬂtﬁwhnpaﬂ!hnuﬂas 7.MIS 8. Hours

s A s —_ 3

Navuarl hghivh il , %a Home RO %b Collecting RO

Customs Contact: FOWR FOCR:
10. Sample Cost 11. invoice Value of Lot 12. Size of Lot Units

A 1 unt

13. Manufacturer/importer # SCRO12 [14. Shipper/Foreign Manufacturer 165. DealerAmport Broker#

SCRIPTO-TOKA! CORP. SUPER AMERICA GAS STATION PAULA KOEPKE
803 GENEVA STREET 320 S. 85TH STREET

FONTANA, CA 92337 DELAVAN, WI. 53135 DELAVAN, ‘M. 53135
C.8qnmwﬁngdouunmﬂs¢umwnd:

Invoice No. and Date: Date Shipped:
Shipping Record and Date:
Affidavit Signer's name, title and date:

7. Product identification: ,
Product is described as a "Aim 'n Flame"” model butane arill/fireplace
lighter manufactured bv #13 above. The lichter is all black. 9" long.
with a plastic handle and a metal tio. It hgg_g_:ggiggggz_ggg;gA

18- Reason for collection/analysis needed: () FHSA @crsa (OFr QOppPA (O Rsa

!LSuuwnuwaniwdlhnunﬁng: _

None. A visit to the aqas station where the lighter was oriaqirallv
g?§g§gged determined that the lighter promotion is not ongoina as of
HLSnmph:muwluhodoICbuumon:

Samole was collected directlv from the complainant durina on-

site

visit to their home on 8/19/96. Liahter remained in mv custody or in

the locked CPSC office from time of collection until later shipment to ]
21. identification on sample: 22. identification on seal and date:
- 96-830-3548 DRB__ 8/19/96 °|"08-330-3548 Dennis Blasius 8/20/%6 -
23a Sampie delivered to: 23b Date | 24. Report/Record Sent to:

SAMPLE CUST VIA RPS 8/21/96 FOWR
25. Laboratory/Office: 001  1ep CRM__ CCA_X Other WALLACE
26. Remarks: .

Please forward to Catherine Wallace, CCA. Attached: SCR. oricinal
investigation request.

28a Collector's name/title: 28D Collec signature/date;
Dennis Blasius Resident Investigator &L ?/walgl
29a Reviewer's namef/titie:

:nbﬂmnunﬂsdmuwnkhhzv




_._CONTINUATION OF NARRATIVES FOR SAMPLE # 96-830-3546

: 08t c9¢
PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION ?60 (I Ce 6T
lighting switch, a slide on/off switch, and a rotating wheel stvyle

switch to adijust the flame height. There is a sticker on the handle
stating "Your BASIC Light.”

METHOD OF COLLECTION

the Sample Custodian via RPS on B8/21/96. Sample was labeled as ID'd in
#21, and shipped in an envelope sealed as ID'd in #22.
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential
product safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission deperxis
on concerned people to share product safety information with us. We mair-
tain a record of this information, and use it to assist us in identifyirg
and resolving product safety probl . |

We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private
labelers' to inform them of the involvement of their product in an acciden:
situation. wWe also give the information to others requesting information
about specific products. Manufacturers need the individual's name SO that.
they can obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.

Would you please indjcate on the bottom of this Page whether you will
allow us to disclose your name. If you réquest that your name remain
confidential, we wili of course, honor that request. After you hawe indj--

cated your preference, pPlease sign your name and date the document qn the

lines provided.

1”1 You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address
I_1 with the information collected on this case.

Ir:ll My identity is to remain confidential.

% %M\ k1) /2 Y

te)

&/vals¢

&
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Author: Marc J. Schoem at CPSC-HQ2 Tox ¥ Y6 e 630 @e
Date: - 8/15/96 1:59 PM"
Priority: Urgent
Receipt Requested ‘
Subject: Hotline Incident, scripto utility lighter
- Message Contents

, Can this incident be assigned for an IDI ASAP! We are now
negotiating with Philip Morris over their promotion with Basics as well
as discussing changes needed with Scripto. I am in contact with consumer
at this time, but may need assistance in collecting sample. Can FOCR please
contact fire department and obtain their report. Thanks. If contact neeis
to be made with consumer, I will advise. --GEORGE RUTHERFORD - PLEASE ASSIGN
CAA NUMBER!

- _ Forward Header
Subject: Hotline Incident, scripto utility lighter
Author: Catherine C. Harris at CPSC-HQ1
Date: 8/15/96 11:27 AM

Attached file contains a report on a hotline incident.



Too 8t teastecas
Author: Marc J. Schoem at CPSC-HQ2
Date: 8/15/96 4:14 PM
Priority: Urgent
Receipt Requested _
Subject: Scripto Aim N Flame Lighter Incident
Message Contents

As discussed, FOCR will assign an IDI number for the latest hotline
incident.

The following information is needed from Paula Koepke:
1. How was the utility lighter being used?

2. How many of the promotional cartons of Basics did she purchase
over what time period?

3. Does she smoke?

4. Has she or anyone in the house ever used the utility lighter
to light anything other than a barbecue grill, i.e., cigarettes,
stove, cigar, pipe etc.

S. Were any of the users of the utility lighter aware of the warnings
contained on the Basics lighter and package?

Thanks



CONSUMER PRODUCT

INCIDENT REPORT Region: CENTRAL

1T NAME OF RESPONDENT
Paula Koepke

2. PHONE NO.
414-728-4480

(HOME) (WORK)

414-728-5531

3. STREET ADDRESS
329 South 6th Street.

4. CITY STATE ZIP CODE
Delavan WI 53115

. 5. DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Igniter was on counter when son turned on ignit
resistant lever off; igniter ignited curtains w
City of Delavan Fire Department extinguished

causing $6,000 worth of damage.
fire.

-cont-

6. DATE
OF
INCIDENTS

8/7/96

3 Y/M
AND DESCRIBE INJURY:
none

7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS OBTAIN AGE /SEX |

er by sliding its child
thich resulted in a fire

8. IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FROM
RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
Ross
RELATIONSEIP
son

9. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT
butane gas grill igniter w/cigarettes

10. BRAND NAME
Aim N Flame

11. MFﬁ/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE
unknown, Made in Mexico
unknown

unknown

unknown

Scripto-Tokai Corporation
unknown

Fontana, CA 92337

14. WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED OR

MODIFIED? YES: NO x IF YES, BEFORE
OR AFTER THE INCIDENT? DESCRIBE:

»

12. MODEL, SERIAl, NUMBERS
unknown

13, DEALER’S NAME, ADDH
Super America

Geneva Street

Delavan, WI 53115

ESS & PHONE

unknown
15, PRODUCT PURCHASED  NEW x USED
DATE PURCHASED 6/96 AGE 2 mos.

16. DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
IF SO, NOTE: "Keep away from children. .
Do not puncture, incinerate or expose
to temperature over 120 degrees.”

17. HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE 18. IS THE PRODUCT STILL 19. MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES NO x |AVAILABLE? YES x NO USE YOUR NAME
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO CONTACT|IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION WITH THIS
THEM? YES NO X OTHER? REPORT?

YES x NO

_FOR ADMINISTRATION USE_

20. DATE RECEIVED 21. RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) 22. DOCUMENT NO.
08/14/96 ctw/HL H9680132A

23. FOLLOW-~UP ACTION

QuL08 15COV 1LA6

24. PRODUCT CODE(S)
1285

25. DISTRIBUTION 26.

ENDORSER’S NAME & TITLE
CCH 8/15/1996

CPSC FORM 175 (9/89)
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CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT H3680132A

Narrative Continued

- Approximately 8.5 long black igniter was given as a promotional item with

Basic Light brand cigarettes, manufactured by Philip Morris Company, TEL:
1-800-343-0975.

8/13/96 Consumer called cigarette manufacturer, explained inciclent to

Cheryl Scott (title unknown) who said manufacturer’s purchasing agent would
call consumer back.

Distributor phone #: unknown

CPSC Source: §/GOVT
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Author: Barbara J. Jacobson at CPSC-HQ2

Date: 8/16/96 3:14 PM

Priority: Normal

TO: Linda E. Smith

Subject: Re: Grill lighter fire in Delavan, WI.

------------------------------------- Message Contents ------cccmmm oo ...

Linda - Just for your information - a new incident on grill lighters.

Forward Header
Subject: Re: Grill lighter fire in Delavan, WI.
Author: Marc J. Schoem at CPSC-HQ2
Date: 8/16/96 8:46 AM

Dennis - I appreciate the report - It's very helpful in my dealings with
Philip Morris as well as Scripto. Appreciate the quick turnaround as well.
Thanks again.

Reply Separator
Subject: Grill lighter fire in Delavan, WI.
Author: Dennis R. Blasius at cpsc-hql

Date: 8/15/96 6:05 PM

Mark-

I just got off the telephone with Paula Koepke, and will send you
the complete IDI report tomorrow. Regarding your specific questions:

She received the lighter free with either 2 or 3 packs of "Basics"
lights cigarettes when she purchased the cigarettes on 6/24/96. The
lighter was enclosed in the same carton/packaging as the cigarettes.
She purchased the cigarettes from a local Super America gas station.
She has never purchased cigarettes and received a similar promotion
before or since. She paid no specific attention to the warning
labeling nn the lighter or packaging.

Paula (mother) is the only one in house who smokes. She normally
leaves her standard cigarette lighters (they may or may not be child
resistant, depending on what she happened to buy) on the kitchen
counter or on the coffee table in the den. The 3 year old boy that
started the fire and his six year old sister have ready access to
lighters, but had never shown any prior interest in them. The
promotional grill lighter has been kept on the kitchen counter
continuously since first being purchased, and the kids have had acces:
to it should they have desired to. The lighter has only been used two
or three times total by the husband to start the outdoor gas grill; no
one has used this lighter for any other purpose. The mother dcesn't
believe that the children have ever seen anyone use the lightexr. It is
not known how the 3 year old actually ignited the lighter, he has been
questioned by FD and parents but clams up. The boy has several toys
with the same slide-to-side style on/off switch, and the mother
believes he would have recognized the switch mechanism from that
experience. He first ignited the lacy floor length curtains that hang
on the french patio doors- this is approximately 12' from where the.
lighter was kept on the kitchen counter.

I will be going to Delavan on Monday 8/19 to collect the lighter as



& sample and pick up the FD report and scene pictures.
If you need anything more, e-mail me before that! Paula apologizes
for not returning your call, she had trouble dialing long distance

from work, and I called her just as she got home today.

The IDI # assigned is 960815CCN1696; the sample # will be
96-830-3546.

Dennis
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Author: Kate H. Wallace at CPSC-HQ2
. Date: 8/16/96 9:04 AM
- Priority: Normal

TO: Linda E. Smith

Subject: Grill Lighter

------------------------------------ Message Contents

Here's one more: H9680132A; 960815CCN1696; Delavan, WI, &/7/96;

Three year old male ignited lace curtains ($6000 PD) with BASICS brand-
Aim 'n Flame kept on kitchen counter.
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ACCITENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FOFM

 Docment Muzber AT DS 302 A ‘
‘Date of Incident 7////@ Categary I.D. ﬁ/4760///?

ro].l.ar-tpnequested Bazazdlnalya:ls ( Sactiml_‘» P)
upemuaa-upneqm:ga Telephone Call <@

- Beadguarters Comtact fg @_é’__&é‘é

Assigmentlhssage j,//ct’fé //44//’7" A P - = 7=

i LS //z_/c'ﬁgkf P27 = //fé] Z . ~
Ll e oo 7 o) foocer. e
ﬁ/é /7,”44/-/

'rum(s)mw Z{//&-—' Zd{géz_._a
Bl 7 v e 2? 2

' ol or f ’//,2
(orf 7ok — DD i A @j s

- 725 —/Zz/
Guideline
W‘W
ask Rt 7@ 77 /4/%»’;‘{7 =
Assigned to .14 _ Date /Sj//g#

Geo815Cen) 1696

CPSC Form 324 (2/90)
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CONSUMER PROCUCT INCIDENT REPORT Region:CENTRAL

1. NAME OF RESPONDENT |2. PHONE NO. (HOME) (WORK)
Paula Koepke |414-728-4480 414-728-5531
| ‘
3. STREET ADDRESS |4. CITY STATE ZIP CODE
329 South 6th Street ' |Delavan WI 53115

5. DESCRIBE INCIDENT OR HAZARD, INCLUDING DATA ON INJURIES

Igniter was on counter when son turned on igniter by sliding its child
resistant lever off; igniter ignited curtains which resulted in a fire
causing $6,000 worth of damage. City of Delavan Fire Department extinguished
fire. :

-cont -

6. DATE |[7.IF INJURY OR NEAR MISS OBTAIN AGE/SEX|8. IF VICTIM DIFFERENT FRCM

OF |3 ¥/M |  RESPONDENT, PROVIDE NAME
INCIDENTS | AND DESCRIBE INJURY: |Ross
8/7/96 |none - | RELATIONSHIP
| , : | son
| l
9. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT |10. BRAND NAME
butane gas grill igniter w/cigarettes |Aim N Flame

11. MFR/DISTRIBUTOR NAME, ADDR. & PHONE [12. MODEL, SERIAL NUMBERS

unknown, Made in Mexico | unknown

unknown |

unknown |13. DEALER'S NAME, ADDRESS & PHCMNE
unknown | Super America

Scripto-Tokai Corporation . |Geneva Street

unknown |Delavan, WI 53115

Fontana, CA 92337 , | unknown

. I
14. WAS THE PRODUCT DAMAGED, REPAIRED OR|15. PRODUCT PURCHASED NEW x USED

MODIFIED? YES . NO x IF YES, BEFORE|DATE PURCHASED 6/96 AGE 2 mcs.

OR AFTER THE INCIDENT? DESCRIBE: |
|16. DOES PRODUCT HAVE WARNING LABELS?
|IF SO, NOTE: "Keep away from children.
|Do not puncture, incineraze or expose
|to temperature over 120 degrees."

17. HAVE YOU CONTACTED THE |18. IS THE PRODUCT STILL |19. MAY WE
MANUFACTURER? YES NO x |AVAILABLE? YES x NO |USE YOUR NAME
IF NOT, DO YOU PLAN TO CONTACT|IF NOT, ITS DISPOSITION |WITH THIS
THEM? YES NO x  OTHER? | | REPORT?

| |[YES x MO
|

FOR ADMINISTRATION USE
20. DATE RECEIVED [21. RECEIVED BY (NAME & OFFICE) |22. DOCUMENT NO.
08/14/96 | ctw/HL |H9680132A
' |

|24. PRODUCT CODE(S)

Ted [/ OAAS 52 &4 |25
25. DISTRIBUTION |26. ENDORSER'S NAME & TITLE
‘ | CCH 8/15/1996

l

23. FOLLOW-UP ACTION

CPSC FORM 175 (9/89)



. CONSUMER PRODUCT INCIDENT REPORT H9680132A

Narrative Continued

Approximately 8.5 long black igniter was given as a promotional i:tem with
Basic Light brand cigarettes, manufactured by Philip Morris Company, TEL:
1-800-343-0975.

8/13/96 Consumer called cigarette manufacturer, explained incident. to
Cheryl Scott (title unknown) who said manufacturer's purchasing agent would
call consumer back. :

Distributor phone #: unknown

CPSC Source: S/GOVT
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Author: Marc J. Schoem at CPSC—HQE
Date: 8/15/96 01:59 PM
Priority: Urgent

Receipt Requested

TO: Eric B. Ault at CPSC-CRO

TO: John R. Vece at CPSC-CRO

TO: James A. Miersch at CPSC-CRO
TO: Robert C. Okarski at CPSC-CRO
CC: Kate H. Wallace

CC: David Schmeltzer

CC: Eric L. Stone

CC: George W. Rutherford

CC: Arthur K. McDonald

CC: Joyce E. Coonley

CC: Jack T. Kramer

Subject: Hotline Incident, scripto utility lighter

Can this incident be assigned for an IDI ASAP! We are now
negotiating with Philip Morris over their promotion with Basics as well
as discussing changes needed with Scripto. I am in contact with consumer
at this time, but may need assistance in collecting sample. Can FOCR please
contact fire department and obtain their report. Thanks. If contact needs
to be made with consumer, I will advise. --GEORGE RUTHERFORD - PLEASE ASSIGN
CAA NUMBER!

Forward Header

Subject: Hotline Incident, . scripto utility lighter .
Author: Catherine C. Harris at CPSC-HQ1
Date: 8/15/96 11:27 AM

Attached file contains a report on a hotline incident.
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960816CCC5518

EPIDEMIOLOGIC
INVESTIGATION
- BT YT REPORT

YR MO DAY
96,/07/12 196/08/29

800

| 6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT

{ This investigation involved a residential fire that was starteq
by a three year old and four year old boy and girl playing with
a fueled charcoal lighter. Unknown to the children’s mother,
the children were playing with the lighter in a bedroom closet

! and ignited unspecified materials in the closet. No injuries
occurred. : .

7.LOCATION (Home,School, etc.) . 9.STATE
Home 10 NC

| 10A. FRST PRODUCT ‘20m. 110C. woDeL. ;weman
Fuel Charcoal Lighter e , unknosn
1247 .

10D. MANUFACTURER NAME AND ADDRESS
unknown

11A. SECOND PRODUCT
unknown

0000 Ip'V\Lb‘rS'“

No M}l"a/

-0
97

16. BODY PART (8) x-r..mr’
INVOLVED " Fire
I no injury Investigators

99 23

20. . (l) 21.CASR SOURCE

Multi ‘| Newspaper
9 05
235. PERMISSION TO DISCLOSE MAMES (MNON NEISS CASRS OMLY)

No

24. REVIEN DATR 25, REVIEWED BY '

- 96 10 2 9 B3y




960816CCC5518
8189

NOTE: This investigation involved a child playing with a
lighter however the lighter was not a disposable
cigarette lighter but rather a grill lighter/fueled
charcoal lighter. The information in this report was
limited to that provided by the fire department/fire
marshal as I was never able to reach the parents of the
child that was playing with the lighter. The lighter
was in the possession of the fire marshal and
photographed at the fire marshal’s office.

PRE-ACCIDENT:

The residence involved in this fire was a one and one-half

frame residence. The residence was occupied by a husband and
wife and their children ages 3 and 4. The children were a boy
and girl but the fire department did not know which one was three
and which one was four. I was not able to determine if the
residence had a smoke alarm.

ACCIDENT:

The fire occurred on the morning of July 12, 1996 and was
reported at 9:22 am. The mother discovered the fire and called
the fire department. The mother of the children reportecl to the
fire department that the fire started in the living room.

POST-ACCIDENT:

The fire department extinguished the fire but the residerice
suffered smoke damage throughout and heavy damage to the front
bedroom and damage to the living room. The fire department
requested assistance from the county fire marshal. The heaviest
damage was found in the front bedroom closet. There was no
ignition source in the closet, light, etc. The fire marshal:
interviewed the children and the girl admitted thait her trother
started the fire in the bedroom closet. She stated that he usea
a lighter. The fire investigator found in the bottom cf the
closet the lighter seen in the attached photographs. This is the
lighter used by the male child to start the fire. -

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

~ The mother reported that the lighter involved in the ignition was
given to them the day before the fire by a relative. She was not
aware that the children had the lighter and was not aware that
they had been playing in the bedroom closest as the room was off
limits to the children because the father had firearms stored in
.the room. I could not determine where the lighter was when the
children obtained the lighter. .
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The lighter involved in the ignition is a grill lighter/i'ueled
charcoal lighter. It operated by a trigger mechanism and was not
believed to be child resistant by the fire investigators. The
operation required only one motion, a trigger mechanism. It also
had a switch to adjust the flame height. I could not determine
the manufacturer or brand of the lighter from the burned and :
damaged lighter. The fire officials had not determined the brand
and I was never able to reach the parents whom may have been able
to determine the brand or put me in touch with the relative that
purchased the lighter. I could not determine where the lighter
was purchased.

The materials which were ignited in the closet by the chi. ld were
. not identified.

STANDARD INFORMATION:

There are mandatory standards for inexpensive disposable butane
lighters and novelty lighters but not grill 1ighters such as the
lighter involved in this fire.

EXHIBITS:

Exhibit 1 - Fire Marshal Report
Exhibit 2 - Phot:ographs of Lighter



- CLEVELAND COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL REPOR]'
i : NOT PUBLIC RECORD
o FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

Case Number: 96102.CVA

Date: 7-12-96 -
B Expibit ¢
Called in By: SSESEENE™ - w0l ¢ e 55 24

Type of Fire: STRUCTURAL £129 | 12
Time Called in:09:22
Truck 10-8: 09:23

Truck 10-23: 09:25

Location of Fire: "
Departments Responding: CASAR & POLKVILLE VFDs
Officer in Charge: ASST 'CHIEF, RANDY WILLIAMS
Attack: KENNY PARKER & ALLEN HUDSON

Owner Phone:

Occupant Phone: “

Insurance Company:

Vin & Tag Number:

Investigators: DEPUTY FIRE MARSHAL DEWEY C .COOK & FIRE INSPECTCR PERRY DAVIS

EERERREEERRERERRESRRE SR e bbb Rk LRk ##*##‘*##i***##0**.#*#‘0‘#“O‘.O..#.ﬂ..’#ttt

TIME 09:22 RESPONDED TO A STRUCTURAL FIRE AT «iiiilNNSRIINNR OAD TO ASSIST IN
- EXTINGUISHMENT. WHILE ENROUTE FIRE IS REPORTED UNDER CONTROL BY ASST. CHIEF RANDY
WILLIAMS AND HE REQUESTED THE FIRE MARSHAL OFFICE FOR AN INVESTIGATION.

TIME 09:48 ARRIVED ON THE SCENE AND FIRE IS OUT AT THIS TIME. SCENE IS SECURED BY

. YELLOW CRIME SCENE TAPE. MET WITH ASST CHIEF RANDY WILLIAMS WHO STATED MRS
STATED TO HIM THAT THE FIRE WAS DISCOVERED IN THE CLOSET OF THE FRONT

ROOM. THE HOUSE IS A ONE AND ONE HALF STORY STRUCTURE. SMOKE STAIN IS PRESENT TO



" CASE KUMBER 96102.CVA | - PAGE NUMBER Z

THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE AROUND WINDOWS. ON THE INTERIOR OF THE HOUSE BURN
DAMAGE IS HEAVIER TO THE FRONT LEFT ROOM. WHICH IS A BEDROOM. BUEN PATTERN IS
FROM THE BEDROOM CLOSET OUT INTO THE BEDROOM. THE LIGHT BULB OVER THE BED IS
DRAWN TOWARD THE CLOSET IN A VERY DISTINCT MANNER. THIS ROOM I3 HEAVIEST
DAMAGED ROOM. FIRE DID EXTEND INTO THE LIVING ROOM AREA, HOWEVER FIRE DAMAGE IS
NOT NEAR AS GREAT AS TO THE BEDROOM. THE LIVING ROOM DOES HAVE HEAVY SMOKE AND
HEAT DAMAGE. THERE IS HEAVY SMOKE DAMAGE TO THE ENTIRE HOME. ALL INDICATIONS
POINTS TO THE CLOSET AS THE POINT OF ORIGIN. THERE ARE NO APPARENT IGNITION SOURCES
IN 'l'HE CLOSET.

TALKED WITH MRS. %l AND ASK IF THE KIDS WERE IN THE BEDROOM PRIOR TO THE FIRE
AND SHE STATED THEY WERENT THAT THEY DON'T GO IN THIS ROOM FOR HER HUSBAND HAD
SOME AMMUNITION AND GUNS IN THE BEDROOM. I ASK HER IF I CCULD TALK TO THE KIDS AND
SHE SAID 1 COULD. THE KIDS WERE SITTING IN THE CAR AND I OPENED THE DOOR AND SPOKE
WITH THEM AS SHE WAS STANDING AT THE FRONT FENDER. I ASK IF THEY WERE IN THE HOUSE
WHEN THE FIRE STARTED AND THEY REPLIED YES. I ASK IF THEY WERE IN THE BEDROOM WHEN
THE FIRE STARTED AND THEY SAID YES. I ASK IF THEY KNEW WHAT STARTED THE FIRE AND
THE LITTLE GIRL SAID HER BROTHER LIT IT. WHEN I ASK HER WHAT WITH SHE STATED A
LIGHTER. IINFORMED MR. & MRS Yy WHAT THE KIDS TOLD ME. THEN 1 WENT INSIDE
WHERE PERRY DAVIS WAS DIGGING OUT THE CLOSET AND TOLD HIM TO BE LOOKING FOR A
LIGHTER. WHILE DIGGING OUT THE BEDROOM CLOSET A GRILL LIGHTER WAS LOCATED IN THE
FLOOR AT THE CLOSET DOORWAY.

THE CHILDREN ARE AGES APPROX. 3 & 4 YOA AND THERE WAS NO CRIMINAL INTENT AS TO THE
FIRE.

THIS FIRE IS RULED ACCIDENTAL BY A CHILD PLAYING WITH A LIGHTER.

EX b, # /7 .
Gwo sl @a@o'.:v!

g G 2/2
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Photograph no. 1 shows the grill lighter that was used by the
child to start the fire.

Photograph no. 2 is another view of the grill liqhter thai was
used by the child to start the fire.



. , _ . Exhibit 2
- :  960816CCC5518
8189 2/2

Photograbh no. 3 is another view of the grill lighter that was
used by the child to start the fire. ‘ : :

Photograph no. 4 is another view of the grill lighter that was
‘used by the child to start the fire.



960816CCC5518

8189

Mﬂm!uhw

mhz-ﬂnn

W7l 4




Mo b ol flo- . .

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM

DOCUMENTNUMBER° %7?,{/3}/,4/‘
- DATE OF INCIDENT: //W CATID: CARMO7 1996

FOLLOW-UP REQUESTED = ° ° HAZARD ANALYSIS ( ) cs:uy

TYPE FOLLOW-UP ' ' TELEPHONE ( ) QN>SIT! (x)

' HEADQUARTERS CONTACT: .  Michael Bogumill 504- o4oo x136€
‘Backup: Bob Poth ' 504-0400 x1375 -

ASSIGNMENT MESSAGE: For any child playlng wlth i:l.re :mvolv:.ng a

cigarette lighter. Determine the model and manufacturer's name,

type of lighter (refillable/disposable and fluid/butane)’, operating
mechanism, age of child who operated the lighter, and accident -
_ scenario. Describe operat:.ng mechanlsm in. detcul amki caollect
lighter, if possible. : ' .

The new regulation requlrlng d:.sposable butane lighteras and all

novelty llghters to be child- re31stant went into effecn-‘ in July- -
1994. : : ,

-Person (s) t:o Contact )Z%z/‘// @{ // /, /2- ' )
. by ;//2;/4'4/ / e "(’ 'l |

Guidelines: ."Ap’pendix 45

afmkme;’f?% C’((/)D)/ ‘/"M(”' S

Alsigne to: ] Req\:leated by: o _ .

CPSC Form 324A (10/95)
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Imre»stigation Report - Analyst's cumentt -

Task No. MW__ Regional Office .l "/Q

Product Code __ /X ‘7{ 7 | Investigatcm‘ ID : f 7/ ﬁ :

Category _mw ’ . Hours Reported ol

Comments ,@ X /2 — 5&«/.:/ é?vc A/Wae.
| Ghe 799

50)(#/3" S%M// éﬂ/e/vﬁ(/‘@é/c’ (()_Jg ‘?'
D e ceess No Zaguky

. Ay;ae/m I
'Q’V:f/ﬂ—' 5’ ote &L pledth 3”4"’ |
' /ﬂmﬁ%/c G’A&

. ' . " - ..
Reviewer /M __ Date: /// /;‘

If you believe the identified deficiencies require contacting

~ investigator/victim and requeut:l.ng further omtiou plmc
sign here. :

Additional Informat:lnn



2.INVESTIGATOR'S ID
960819CCC7398 8807

EPIDEMIOLOGIC

- INVESTIGATION

OFFICE CODE 4. DATE OF ACCIDENT S. DATE INITIATED _ iyt
v YR NO DAY " YR MO DAY g REPORT
820 960322 961018 .

| 6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR COMPLAINT . . . . . .

' On 3/22/96 .at approximately 9:15am a four year old boy, playing

.} with a disposable-type grill lighter, approximately 5" long, witha §
| pistol-like handle, ignited the bedroom carpet and bedding waterial = §
| of the daybed on which his father was sleeping. Smoke detector awocke

} father who picked-up son, left apartment and phoned 911. Nc one was °

injured. Fire caused $12,000 damage to building and $3,000 damage ta
"l vedaroom contents. o0 R T C R |

|| 7.zocATION (Home, School, ete.)

“fao

Apartment . . . |Gaithersburg - . Marylard .

T

- Grill Lighter -~ .1 OWIL A ol Unknaowm o
'A-(Disvpo’s_,able.)_ 1247 _ ' o JPRVUARIT e T

Unknown .=

{ 11x. smcowp probUCT

A

[ oo sowomacronss sue v woomase

27 l:12. acm oF vicrm

| Investigator ¢




. fiance in the garden apartment where it occurred. -

g6081I9CCCT3ISE
10/18/96 SBH
' Page Z

| ‘ € NQy 199z
PRE- INCIDENT The four year old boy and his 31 year'aId‘father'_‘va
. ‘involved in this fire incident lived with the father‘s sister and her

: It is not known how
e_long they had 11ved with the 31ster and flance priox to this lncident-

L The apartment vonsisted of a 11v1ng* oom/dinlng roam, k.tchen and:
two bedrooms. ‘It was located on the second floor of a three staory
‘lldzng with 12 apartmentsgin aﬁres1dentia ‘apartment’ complex.»w
4 -had - ke det cto (s)

the gr111 1xghter. Appafently.,'y
ignite: easily and the son moved to. the . ‘daybed in'

slept.‘accordlng to'fire 1nves‘1g tor

e carpet did mot. .
: bedroom uheze his 4

The;son‘thenmuaed the'open flame the grill lighter to set: the}‘fe
diq ?material -and mattress on’ the unde, ide of:the‘daybed on. fire-_“;g

lephoned" 911ffor_assistance, :
extinguish” the*fire The,fire was limitedhtc the back




960819CCC7398
. 10/18/96 SBH
, _Pago 3

and model number. for the lighter. He did state during this
investigation that the switch was in the “off" positicn when he.ﬂmnui
it at the fire scene. However, he indicated it was pcssible that one
of the fire’ fighters could have switched it off at the scene before ic
was found by fire 1nvestigators. .

o Unsuccessful attempts were made during this inveﬂtigation ta -
contact the" father of the four year old boy invelved in this inciden:--
ALl occupants ‘of the apartment at the time of the fire moved after the
- fire. The occupants' telephone has been disconnected and there was no

for this" incident located a telephone number and address for the father

.and telephoned him- requesting a return call: regarding the fire. = - .
" .However, the father had not contacted the fire investigator at the tine T
-t.this report was completed._ ,ﬁ o . Ceamen DDA '

Senio A,letter requesting that the father contact this investigator L
© - regarding the product involved and fire incident has lbeen mailed to the
. father (Exhibit 2).. If the father responds to' the letter, ari addendum
;to this report with additional information will he provided- : ‘“"‘tp_

’?,.PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION.L The product involved in this fire incidbnt was
. determined to be a large. disposable type grill:lighter: ‘with zed.pistol- :

“'like handle. designed to ignite fires in fireplaces anc grills. The '
-lighter was approxi mately 5" in length. It was dispoeed of hy fire

‘department officials prior to this investigation and was not available
for examination. - Fire. depa}tment photographs .of the fire scene .

. (Exhibit 4) include three ‘pictures of the lighter. Na additional ﬁ:,‘

. product identification information was ‘available durirg this R TR
“pginvestigation. A 1etter "has been mailed to the father of the four'year“
‘“0ld boy involved in this. incident (Exhibit 2).: Additional information
_will be forwarded pending his respons’ to the letter.,-,;w

ATTA s-~ R TN T

"~ Exhibit 1: fAssignment Documents S

.~ Exhibit 2: Request Letter from CPSC to Father L,a

w0 Exhibit:- 3-‘_Fire Department Report o :
;‘Exhibit 4: jCopies of Fire Department Photographs

"eforwarding number listed in the geographic area.  The fire. inwestigator=ﬁg~ag
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COPTES OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF FIRE SCENE OBTAINED FROM FIRE DEPARTMENT
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I“Photo 7- Vlew oE burned carpet S
~at area. behlnd opened bedroom: . ..
" door. Also shown is gr1ll S T
*jllghter held by fxre
1nvest1gator._,g;
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Photo 12' View of cIaset area of
bedroom, weight bench and end of
daybed in bedrcom.
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Montgomery Village

Children responsible for three fires
2000 [0 ~

v

Childien p\w?ng with 2 geateuse liehzer in Montgomery Village lasc
week sparked the third, and most serious. recent housg fisg in the area

On March 22. 3 7-vear-old boy took a cigareree_lightgs from bis 5-
vear-old brother whilc they were plaving and accidentally started a fire
that injured their mother and caused about $100,000 ia damaxes.

The mother suffered from smoke inhalation and ininor burns to her
hands, said Lt John Roonev, 3 fite department spokesman. She was

taken to Shady Grove Adventist Hospital in Rockville for rreatment and

fire. Nonc of the children, including a 4-year-old girl. was injured.
Earlier thacday ina Gaithersburg apanment. 2 4.year-old boy, play-

ing with .grill lighter. statted a fire in a maruess while his father was

aslcep on it, Rooney s3id. Neither was injurcd, but the firc displaced

was releascd that cvenuof— —_— :
p A prcpnant womsn who was 3 gucst in the home fost her cat in the

four people and cause an about $6,000 in damages.

n Fcb 21 a 4-ycar-old playing with a lighter gaused 2 mattress fire
in Ganhcrsburg. No one was injured. but “he Tire cause about $7.500 in
damages. Raoncy said. :

Ed Tobias, a spokesman for the Gaithersburg: Washington Grave
Fire Depaniment, said it was coincidental that both fices last week were
cgused by children. '

“It's not unusual for the cause of a fire to be 3 child playing with
matches or 2 lighter.” Tobias said. "But | can’t think of 3 day where
there have becn (wo in onc cight-hour perind.”

TOrRL P.A3



