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PRE-INCIDENT:

Four young women were attending a carnival associated with a fiesta held
in a resort town. They had been drinking beer and rode or several rides
of the carnival. About midnight on this Friday night, they approached
the Gravitron ride and were told by the operator they could not take
their beer on his ride. They left the beer by the operatcr position and
went on the ride. L

When this ride was over, the young women repossessed their beer and went
to the next ride, the Himalaya, adjacent to the one they had just left.
There, witnesses state, the young women seem to have talked the 16 vear
old operator into giving them a free ride. However, due to the size of
the cars on this ride, only three of the young women could ride in the
same car. One decided not to go on this ride and waited for her friends.
Again, the three young women left their beer by the operator.

The operator assisted the young women in positioning themselves in the

car. He apparently secured a safety belt across the three young women
and secured a safety lap bar in front of them. He warned them to keep

their hands on this safety bar and their feet on the foot rest, inside
the car. -

The operator and some witnesses said he yelled at the three girls while
the ride was -running as they were lifting their hands from the safety

bar and waving them in the air as well as Tifting “their -feet above the
caged footrest at the front of the car. One witness reported that the

operator threatened to make them get off the ride if they didn't stop
. this behavior.

One witness described the manner in which this ride was operated during
the time the victims were riding. It first ran at a slcw speed for a
short period, a faster speed for about 1 minute, then slowed for another
minute or so. At that point, the operator announced to the riders, that

if they wanted to go "superfast'"; they should all yell. They velled and

the operator accelerated the ride to a much higher speed.

INCIDENT:

Some witnesses and the ride operator reported seeing twc of the young
women stand up in the car at this point. This does not appear to be
possible given the configuration of the car. All three were partially
ejected from the car. "Partially ejected" as they were briefly aeld in
the car, either by the safety belt or having their feet caught in the
caged footrest.

Another carnival employee was on the ride, near an emergency control.
Both he and the operator said they cut the power to the ride and hit the
emergency switch as soon as they saw the young women "standing up" i.e.
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being ejected.

The ride being in the form of a horizontal circle with the cars riding

Oon a track about the circumference, in a Cclockwise direction, the
victims were thrown to the left of the car, or the outside of the ride.
A railed walkway Surrounded the ride itself. oOne young woman received
only minor injuries but the other two were striking their heads on the

above rails and walkway, as the ride continued to Iotate before
Stopping.

Once the ride came to rest, one victim was in one location while the

other two were next to each other at another location. Sketches of the

ride and the Positions of the vVictims when the ride came to res: appear

Carnival employees and Witnesses ran to assist the victims, while others
called émergency services. ‘

POST INCIDENT:

Police and the local ambulance Service arrived shortly after the
incident. They treated the victims and transported them to the hospital.

a few hours. The third, who Was separated from the other two wken the
ride came to rest, was transferred to a4 second hospital where she
remains in critical condition, as of the date thig report is written.

Police officers at the scene identifiegd witnesses, interviewing tlem and
carnival employees. They also examined the entire ride ang the specific

and other arrangements in their examination of the rest of the ride,
excluding the cars themselves, but, in his opinion, nothing that would

AR BT VI T e
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Case of car # 10 was bent. He activated the lap bar Severa]l times and
found it latcheq Securely each time. I1n looking at the approximately 20
Cars on the Himalaya, he foung Several besides # 10 where this Outer
knob/latch Was bent. ge specifically noted inp this I'eport that the
knob/latch on car # 13 Was straight and Seated Snugly against the car.

He then had two officers Set in car g 10; secure the Safety beit and
attempt to Stand up. They coulg not. The Chief then Secured the lap bar
and instructegd the two officers to attempt to- force this bar Oopen
without releasing the torpedo latch. They were able to 4o SO in each of

and removegd to a secure facility. I Was able to €Xamine botp cars on g

visit to this area and take sSome photographs. I assisteq the Chief and

another officer ip reassembling car # 1o0. The Chief Pointed oyt the

different Parts of the €ar and how they related to the observations in
i 1.

Police officer:accompanied him to the local hospita] where blood and
urine Samples were taken. Results of these test were not available 3g of

Police attempts +to interviey the two Surviving victimg had been
unsuccessfyl for several days when the Chier Teceived Dot ce from an
attorney claiming to Tepresent the victimsg not to conduct such
interviews. One victip had beep in a coma in the hospita} Tor Several

days and attempts to meet With the other hag been unsuccessfy] Prior to
this Nnotice,.

riding hag also released, They had the safety belt holding the three of

d to hold the lap par in place and hold onto the side
of the car to keep it in place. They Called to the Operator who stopped
the ride. He Tesecured the lap bar and wanted to restart the rije.
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However, the father decided not to continue to ride. His wife and their
niece remained on the ride while it started up again. However, the lap
bar again released and the two had to hold on the sides and brace their
feet to keep from being thrown out of the car. Once the ride stopped,

impression was that he was not concerned. The family left the “carnival
and did not witness the fatal incident.

This family also reported a minimum height requirement 6n the ride as
well as a sign stating a maximum weight limit of 250 pounds. Whether

this was per car or Per person was not determined. While the family did -

not exceed 250 pounds as individuals, their combined weight was cver 550
pounds. This weight limitation was also noted by the Police Chief in his
report. When the group first entered the car, the operator had them
change their seating positions, saying the wife was too big. A sopy of
the Police interview of this family is attached as Exhibit # 10.

Another person who had ridden on the Himalaya about 10 P.M. that night
called the police to report her experience on the ride. She stated that
when she and her sister were on the Himalaya, the safety lap bar on
their car "...kept rising up, (unlatching)." They had called to the
operator, but he did not stop the ride. They had to hold the lap bar
closed themselves, until the ride stopped. The caller said she reported
the lap bar failure to the ride operator, but "...he did not comment on
her statement."fThe=UpéTatUr=made~nb-attempt‘tn Stop the ride, tut let
it complete it's normal run. As of the date this report is writter., this
Witness has not been further interviewed by the police. A copy of this
3

Brief statements were taken from the fourth young woman and a male
friend with whom she was talking while waiting for her friends %o get
off the Himalaya. He was also waiting while the group he was wita were
riding the Himalaya. Both saw the victims thrown from the ride. Copies
of theip statements are attached as Exhibit. # 8.

One of the Police officers at the scene was asked by an investigator for
the local District Attorney to note that a crew of carnival employees
was dismantling another ride near the Himalaya. He was told by the
leader of this group that the ride motor or clutch was damaged. It had
been decided to dismantle thisg ride and send it ahead to the next
scheduled town, where parts were more readily available. The statement
by the carnival employee is attached as Exhibit # 19. The officer's

the time the victims were on it, was waiting for her daughter who> was
also on the ride at the time. She had noticed the young women approach
the ride, their interaction with the operator and watched them while
they were on the ride. She reported the operator hag secured the lap bar
and arranged the safety belt, but didn't see the belt secured. She said
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the victims were waving their hands in the air while the safety devices

were being secured. This witness is the only one who reported heari
anything.gIn her case, it was a loud nCrackR. She,thenpsaw the gfrfg

being thrown from the car ang Yelled for the ride to Stop. She ran onto
the walkway to find her daughter. After seeing her daughter was safe,
she saw one victim lying near her. She offered assistance and consoled
this young woman. She also checked the other two victims, who were lying
at another point on the walkway. When emergency personne] arrived, this
witness and her daughter left, but visited the hospital to see how the
victims were. An officer took her statement there. A CopY is attached as
Exhibit # 5. :

The daughter of the previous witness actually saw one of the victims in
the air before the ride was stopped. Her statement, which corroborates
her mother's, is included in Exhibit # 5. .

He is the only witness who mentions how the three victims came 1o rest
in two locations. In his statement, he reports that two fell out of the
c€ar by the control "box" while the third was dragged further along the
walkway. His statement is included in Exhibit # 9.

Another carnival employee saw the incident. His handwritter Sstatement is
included 4in Exhibit # 9. -

The Monday after this incident, the Police Chief received g telephone
call that reported that two minors had information on their exXperiences
riding the Himalaya the Same night of this incident. A copy of his
interview of a 10 and an 11 Year old male is attached as Exhibit # 11.
They stated they had arrived at the carnival site about 1730 angd
Observed the'continuing assembly of the Himalaya.iThey stated that two
carnival employees were directed by another.to get wrenches, tighten the
bolts and check the nuts on the ride. One employee did get a wrench, but
used only his hand to tighten_the bolts.

The boys left the area of ihe Himalaya, but later returned and went on
the ride. They were able to bPass the minimum height requirement and got
into a car. They had difficulty in adjusting the Seat belt to fit them,

the Chief. The boys commented that the latching mechanism on the lap bar
was barely catching on the end of the bolt. As the ride began, the boys
were thrown against the left or outside of the car. As the car went up
and down on the track, the seat belt loosened and they were forced to
hold on to each other to "...support themselves throughout the ride." In
this instance, lap bar did not release while the ride was operating and
Was released by the ride operator at the end. They had other problems
with the ride and went on to the rest of the carnival. They got home
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which thisg individu is involved. He - told nme the Himalaya Was being
transported over the road to the firm's home city. He éxpected it to
arrive there around August 2n4 or 3rd. .

As this incident became known in the area, the Police Chief was
contacted by the media and ap individual from another town in this
State. They reported that g3 similar incident had occurred at gz county
fair in their town in 199¢. That incident involved the Same carnival and
Same Himalaya ride. Two individuals had begen ;hnown,inom-a<car~ﬂn.fﬁe
Himalaya when “the safety bar came unlatched. Both wers treated ang
released from ga local hospital, Police in that city Visited tha Scene
and assisted the victims, but dig not conduct an extensive
investigation.

However, the pPolice report of this earlier incident also includes an
interview of a group (two bersons) who had ridden the Himalaya just
before this specific incident. They also hag the lap bar release but
were able to hold it closed until the ride Was over. They reported the
release of the lap bar to the ride.operator and again T'eported he dig
not appear concerned. o

The media ang Police department from that town providegd the Police Chief
involved in the current incident With copies of their Ireports. These are
attached as Exhibit # 12.

As of the date this report jis wWritten, the local District Attorney plans
to ask

a grand jury to bring Criminal Charges against the carnival and
uals.

i
pPhotographed part of the reassembly of car

# 10, Documents ang Photos are attached as exhibits. 1 requested copies
of the pPhotographs obtained by the Police. These will pe forwarded when
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

I spoke with Mr. Jack Crays by telephone. He is one of the owners of the
carnival which operates the ride on which the victims were injurad. The
ride is called the Himalaya, built in 1976 by a French firm, which had
a name Something 1like "Ravenshaw". This firm has declared bankruptcy.
This ride was originally Purchased by Knott's Berry Farm in California,
then sold to United Shows in Louisiana. Mr. Crays said he bPurchased it
in 1989 from a broker from whom he has burchased other rides, trucks and
other equipment. Mr. Crays said it is his understanding that Xnott's
operates a ride for 10 Years before Changing it, at which point it may
be sold as this ride apPpears to have been.

are completely disassembled when the carnival moves from site to site.
As I saw cars 10 and 13, the two cars impounded by the Police, a car
consists of two sides, a cage/footrest, a floor, a seat and back and a
safety lap bar. All are held together by long bolts, that pass from one
side to the other and are Secured by wing nuts. The police caief
commented that the cars remind him of Santa's sleigh.

obpen position for the lap bar. The closed pPosition is when the torpedo
latech eéngages. In neither pPosition ig there more than one latch, That is
located on the left side of the 1lap bar. Thus in the closed position,

The Chief sat in the reassembled car # 10 and closed the lap bar. gHe

howed me that he was able to force the lap bar open with the torpado
latch Closed. Wwe noted the inside end of the latch bolt protruded, only
slightly, from the inside of the lap bar pPlate.

hl,“yq,l'_vﬁ‘,‘-}f,\ﬂ\ﬂ’“;f’ o




the seat belt. The bolt passes through these Pieces. The Chief referred
to these metal Pieces as "O-rings". He said the two minor maleg had
pointed out to him that under Stress of the ride OrPeration, these 0--
rings can slide on the bolt, resulting in the seat belt loosening. The
Chief is of the opinion that the victims were indeed Securely fastened
in the car by the seat belt, but it loosened in the operation of the
ride. This might be considered normal loosening but <=he effect wasg
enhanced by the lap bar releasing ang allowing more movement of the
victims against the seat belt. '

STANDARDS :

ATTACHMENTS:

1 —‘tPSt"Thotngraphs.

2 - Diagram of "torpedo latches".

3 - Police report of Officer Jackson, (includes data Processing cover

sheets. )

- Chief Curran Supplement report dated 7-28-92; cover lists 3 victims.
- Handwritten statements of Witness Charlene Anglada and her )
daughter. : ;

[$, 11N

victim group) and Gerald Benavides.

S - Handwritten statements of ride operator, TonylAguirre, his assistant
and two other carnival employees, who Witnessed the incident.

10 - Chief Curran supplement report; 7-28-92 Interview of family who
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Carnival's certificate of insurance, Town of Taos receipt, Tony
égg}EﬁewéﬂfﬁﬁE?nt to release medical records to DA and wa.ver of
Ray Parenti authorization to remove cars 10 ang 13. Ray Parenti
list of previous towns' inspections. :

Handwritten statement of carnival employee about disassemtling
another ride the night of this incident.

List of four Witnesses; List of 2 witnesses.
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Photo 1 - In this photo the sides of car 2 10 have been placed together
with the lap bar between them. The lap bar is in the approximate closed
Dosition. No tolts have .been inserted. The number 10 can be seen on the
I2it side.

hoto 2 - H= ' i . the bolt of the torpedo latch for the iap
ar can be 13 i the lar bar plats part o the latching
echanism. the lap bar in the open position can also

e Seen.
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hoto 6 - In this photo a long bolt from car # 10 has been
ha O-rinags of the two halives of the seat belt. It was
-his point, through the two sides of the car.
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On 07/25/92 at approximately 0010 hrs. Taos Police Dispatch was advising
of a reported accident with injuries that had occurred at the Cairnival.
The call being reported on 911 (Emergency).

Upon my arrival at the Carnival area which was located at what is known
as LULAC Field, I was directed by a male subject that persons needed
assistance and he was pointing to the Southside corner of the Carnival
area.

I arrrived at the scene of the Carnival ride and Lt. Silviano Archuleta
was already at the scene. As T approached the Carnival ride, I saw
one female subject lying on the walkway of the ride. I also heard
people saying that there were (2) more female subjects on the sare
ride and were injured, but these (2) female subjects were lying cn -
the walkway on the other side of the ride.

Upon my arrival to the area of the female subject who was lying by
herself. I did recognize a female subject comforting the injured female
The female subject who was assisting the injured was recognized by

me as a Charlene Anglada. -

In C. Anglada‘'s written statement she says the injured stated her name
was - As the Taos County Ambulance arrived, as did the other
Officers, medical attention was administered to the (3) injured female
subjects.

“As medical attention was béing'pro#iaea to the injured FTemeles, T atteﬁbtea

to located any witnesses to the incident. T located the operator of
the Carnival ride which was identified as the "Himalaya". The ride
in which the (3) girls were riding on at the time of the incident,

The main operator of the Himalaya was identified as a Tony Aguirre.
Tony. Aguirre was asked what had happened, Aguirre stated that he.was
operating the Himalaya and that he saw (2) female subjects stand up

as the the ride was operating, Aguirre said when he saw the girls stand
up in the ride he immediately threw the throttle cable (brake) forward
and pressed the emergency button. . ' 4

T. Aguirre said he then saw the (2) female subjects fly forward and
hit the fence railing near the main operating platform known as the
"Dog House™. :

T. Aguirre provided this preliminary interview at the scene and he

also provided a written statement which is attached to the report.

I asked Tony Aguirre if he had any alcoholic beverages and if he was
intoxicated, Agquirre stated that he had not been drinking alcohol.

I asked Aguirre if he had taken any drugs, Aquirre said tha* he had
smoked marijuana that morning being on 07/24/92, but had not smoked
marijuana since that time.

T. Aguirre said that he was assisted in operating the Himalaya by a

1
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male subject known as David Ivey.

As I was conducting the Preliminary interviews, it was brought to m}
attention by Carnival,employees that (2) beer bottles Testing on the
entrance platform to the Himalaya belonged to the female subjects

D. Ivey stated that his pPosition on the Himalaya is on a platform locateqd
on the west side of the ride and his Tesponsibility is to observe any

Ivey stated that as he was watching the ridersg he saw (3) girls Starting
to fall out of the seat as they were Passing his Position, Ivey said

was operating.

I also talked to a Phillip Parenti the supervisor of the American West
Carnivals from Mesa, Arizona who was at the scene. The Carnival ride
are property of the American West Carnivals, ~

After talking with Parenti ang Keasey, I interviewed 4 Pete Nader who
was the operator of a ride known as the "Gravitronn which was positioned
next to the "Himalaya" on the east side.

T = H R SRR PN

L



I talked with a Jeremy Robinson, Robinson stated that he was approximately
10 feet from the ride and that he saw (2) girls stand up while the-

ride was operating, the girls were thrown and one girl was beirg dragged
around by her feet. J. Robinson's statement (written) is attached

to the report.

After receiving these written statements and the Carnival ride being
secured  with Crime scene tape by Officer 7. Jeantete and Officer R.
Romero (refer to supplementals), I then Proceeded to Holy Cross Hospital
where Officer Floyd Ayala was identifying the (3) female subjects.

(Also refer to Officer F. Ayala's supplemental).

At approximately 0135 hrs. I arrived at Holy Cross Hospital where I
met .with Medical Investigator, Rueben Martinez. R. Martinez stated
_-to.me that one of the female subjects had died and was identified as
a o - »age 22 years old. A

——— )

" R. Martinez and I‘weiéwinfoimed tHat Holy Cross Hospital, Doctc: Blevens
had pronounced PN dcceased at approximately 0102 hrs.
on 07/25/92.

- D28 T Y Gl o .

The (2) other female subjects were identified as a clgfg,fyggx;, 21 -
Years old and a ,-”;ﬁéf“;??jﬁV 16 years old. These (2) female subjects

are sisters.

At the time I was at Holy Cross Hospital T received a written statement
from Charlene Anglada and her daughter.

Charlene Anglada states that she saw (4) girls approach the ride (Himalaya)

C. Anglada in her statement said to a friend that was standing tv her
that the (3) girls might throw-up due to being intoxicated. Ang.ada
said that the ride then went super-fast, Anglada said she heard a loud
crack and to her it seemed like the car was tilted and the girls were
holding onto the bar. :

C. Anglada said (2) of the girls were being knocked around while the
third girl was being dragged.
C. Anglada said the girls were striking their heads against the railing
and metal floor. cC. Anglada said the girl lying by herself stated

her name was -agnssien . :

The (4th) girls that Charlene Anglada had seen with the (3) victims
at the Carnival was found at Holy Cross Hospital and identified as
a

Officer P. Ayala received a Preliminary interview with Sonya and is
attached to this supplemental report.

3
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I taiked with Sonya #Mijllls who was with the (3) victims and she stated
that they all had been drinking beer that day. (07/24/92.

At approximately 0232 hrs. (07/25/92) I returned to the Carnival with
Chief Neil Curran. It was discovered that the (3) girls were in seat
#10 at the time of the accident. :

At this I was at the Carnival, Chief Neil Curran, Officer Tommy Jeantete
and I went to seat #10 located on the "Himalaya" ride.

We observed that the seatbelt was still locked but the seat belt (strap)
was opened to the fullest length. '

Officer T. Jeantete and I sat down in seat #10, fastened the seat belt
and closed the lap bar. We pushed up on the lap bar and we continously
opened the lap bar (pushed forward), approximately 6-8 times.

Officer T. Jeantete and I went and .sat in seat #13 and attempted to
push forward (open) this lap bar but could not open the lap bar.

I observed on seat #10 that the release latch that is located on the
left side of the seat #10 was bent. A photograph of this was taken
by a Randi Witbeck who is a photographer with the T:o>s News.

I also observed that with the release latch being bent, the metal rod
that slides through an opening into the lap bar would not completely
slide through, this was to secure the lap bar and prevent it from ‘opening.

A photograph was taken of this release catch and metal rod by Randi
“Witbeck. -

I checked other seats of the ride and it appeared that other metal
rods slid through the openings completely to secure the lap bar. It
should be noted that at the initial Crime Scene a James Vigil had taken
photographs of the scene.

While I was at the Carnival at this time I made contact with District
Attorney Investigator, Tom Trujillo. '

It should be noted that seat #10 had blood from one of the victims
and their was also make-up which was found inside the seat (#10).

Officer Robert Romero stated to me that the female subject who was
lying by herself on the Himalaya ride after the accident was by s=at
#10 and this female subject was identified at a Jlater time as a Carmen
Supra. . :

Upon adViéing Tom Trujillo of the accident and providing the name of

the operator of the Himalaya to him, he himself wanted to talk to Tony
Aguirre. -

I contacted Tony Aguirre again and Tom Trujillo talked to the subject
by himself. The photographs that were taken by Randi Witbeck wera

of the release latch and metal rod of seat #10. The roll of film was
given to me by Randi Witbeck and is in my possession.

4
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After Tom Trujillo talked to Tony #% Trujillo stated to me that
he wanted me to transport T il to Holy Cross Hospital to have

blood withdrawn and that T. sMegmiigiee agreed to and would sign a Waiver
form to have his blood drawn. .

At approximately 0400 hrs. 07/25/92 I arrived at Holy Cross Hospital
to have blood withdrawn from T i jc, the waiver of search form
signed by T el to have blo withdrawn is attached tc the report.
Also signed by T. 4 was a medical release form and this is zlso

to the report.

The blood technician from Holy Cross Hospital, Diane Martirez withdrew
the blood from T. jas I witnessed the withdrawal anc the blood

specimen kit is in my possession.

The withdrawal of the blood was at approximately 0445 hrs. and at approximatel-

0715 hrs. (-7/25/92) I met with District Attorney Investigator Tom
Trujillo at the District Attorney's Office and we proceedec to the
Carnival.

Upon arrival at the Carnival, we made contact with the main Supervisor/Owner
Rick Parenti in reference to confiscating the seat #10 and seat #13.

Owner, R. Parenti signed a waiver of search form for Tom Trujillc and
gave permission to take the seats #10 and #13.

The form is in Tom Tfﬁjillo's possession. I observed Carnival employees
dismantle seat #10 and was on a truck. The seat #13 was also dismantled
and loaded onto the truck. -

The Carnival seats were transported to the Town of Taos Yard and stored
in a storage shed. .

The employee records of the American West Carnival employee's (copies)
were given to Tom Trujillo and are in his possession.

Also attached to the report is a copy of the preliminary report o:i
death of Yvonne w provided by Rueben Martinez, Medical Investigator.

A copy of the Town of Taos receipt issued to the Carnival is attached.

The investigation of the accident is continuing and supplementals will
be provided on any other found statements or evidence.

NOTE: The initial report of the incident came in as an accident with
injuries located on the roadway in front of Wal-Mart Store. The accident
was found at the Carnival through 9l11.

NOTE: At Holy Cross Hospital a Gerald A. Benavides (454-8941 425-1068)
gave me names of witnesses to the accident: )
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0 be interviewed as to the accident and then supplementals

'osted at the entrance to the Himalaya Ride stating
dits should not exceed 750 lbs. per seat and stated
your safety. '
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT
REPORT MADE BY: CHIEF NEIL. W. CURRAN
DATE: JULY 26, 1992

FILE NO. G1l47A-92

VICTIM:

Female Hispanic

DOB - 07-21-70

FATHER: Paul sygiiilmemmpi....
INJURED: il

Female Hispanic ,

DOB - 09-18-75 -

PARENTS: Manuel and Rosalie
INJURED:

=270
Female Hispanic
DOB - 10-11-71

PARENTS: Manuel and Rosalie“ —_—

On July 25, 1992 at approximately 12:10 a.m., Officer James Jackson
was advised of an accident which occurred at the Carnival which was
located west of Paseo del Pueblo Sur, near the Wal-Mart Store.
Upon Officer Jackson’s arrival, Officer Jackson discoverec that -
three female subjects had been thrown from a carnival ride, known
as the Himalaya. -
All three female subjects were injured, being transpcrted to Holy
Cross Hospital via ambulance. At approximately 1:02 a.m. on July

25, 1992, Yvonne E. was pronounced deceased Ly the
attending physician. ‘Carmen ad been given medical attention
and released to her parents. ject No. 3, Teresa {ijfijiJj#s had

severe head injuries, was provided medical treatment and then

~ transported to St. Vincent’s Hospital in Santa Fe.

At approximately- 1:00 a.m., I was notified of the accident and
dispatched to Holy Cross Hospital. Upon my arrival, I met Officer
James Jackson who advised me of the investigation, and visually

examined the deceased,. Yvonne E.w A short time later,
Mr. and Mrs. Paul BRisesrrived at the hospital and were
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advised of the condition of their daughter, YvonnediNRMSway. Mr.

aﬂllﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ informed the investigating officers that his daughter
was in Taos to attend the Taos Fiestas and participate in the
festivities of the Fiesta.

Officer James Jackson interviewed a 16 year old female from
Penasco, Ms. Sonya“ who had indicated the four ladies came
from Penasco to the Taos Fiestas and decided to go to the carnival,
and that there had been some alcoholic beverages drank by the four
- ladies, mainly beer and wine and that they had stopped d]lnklng at
approximately 10:00 p.m. on July 24, 1992. She indicated the three
ladies wanted to ride the himalaya and she chose not to. She was
standing adjacent to the himalaya observing-the three girls as they
entered the car and participated in the himalaya ride. She
_indicated they raised their hands, but were not standing. Shortly
- thereafter she observed them being thrown from the vehicle in which
they were occupants of. ‘
Officer Jackson and myself interviewed Mr. Gerald
Officer Jackson documented the interview and-the young man prov1ded
witnesses who were observing the participants who were 1iding the
himalaya. .. Refer to Officer Jackson’s report for detailed
information. i
Officer Jackson and myself returned to the area of the carnival and
identified the himalaya ride, which at that time had been secured
- - by Lieutenant Silviano Archuleta and Officer Tommy Jeantzte of the
Taos Police Department.. Upon my arrival, I obkserved that the
entire hlmalaya was protectaﬂ as a crime -scene, tape attached
thereto. . : -

Officer Jackson and myself. began a systematic inspection of the
himalaya. During the inspection, we identified ‘Car #10 as-being
the car which the three young ladies occupied. The .inspection
revealed that the himalaya is a roller coaster type ride which has
cars on ‘'a track that circles in 360 -degrees, trave.ing in a
circular motion around the track. There 1is a ¢at walk,
approximately 3 feet wide around the cars on the track that allows
occupants to enter and disembark from each car. The cat walk is
protected by hand rails. There is an entrance ramp goingy into the
himalaya which has an operator’s booth and ticket agent position at
the top of. the ramp. At the ramp, there is a sign pcsted, safe
weight, 250 pounds. Located on the south side of the himalaya, the
cat walk had a large quantity of blood and women’s outer wear which
was retrieved as evidence. In car #10, we located a maroon colored
compact that was wedged in the seat of the car. Each of the cars
were examined, most specifically Car #10. In examining Car #10, we
found a seat belt that was intact. It appears to be a seat belt
you would locate in an automobile. This .seat belt was fully
extended to the maximum length of the belt, but was secured intact.
The seat belt attaches to a rod on the floor of the car but will
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slide and allow to be opened to the maximum of three positions in

the car or the minimum of one position in the car. Also, within

the car is a foot board and a foot rest with a seat that has a
slump back to the rear of the vehicle, approximately 28 clegrees.
A retaining bar that has quilted grips thereon, is secured into
pPlace into a retaining bracket that holds the occupant in the car
in conjunction with the seat belt. This retaining bracket is
fastened with a torpedo type latch, which is sprung load and is
controlled by the operator of the himalaya when releasing the bar
to allow the occupants to disembark from the vehicle. 1In examining
this torpedo latch, there’s a black adjustable plastic knob on the
exterior of the car that must be pulled outwardly to release the

retaining bar. I noticed the torpedc latch was bent, not allowing -

the torpedo to totally engage within the retention bar. I tried it
several times, and each time-it secured the bar in place. I
examined each of the cars believed to be 20 cars total, but were
color coded, and each car had a similar torpedo latch to allow the
operator to release the tension bar. There were a number of these
- torpedo latches that were bent and easily identified as the torpedo
latch was bent, causing the black nylon knob to be off center.

I also examined Car #13. This car had a straight torpedo latch and
the black knob sat securely against the flat surface of the latch.
I tested the latch, it was sprung loaded and worked effectively,
securing the security bar in place.

“To ‘conduct -a test, T -asked Officer Ueantete and Officer Jackson to
sit in Car #10, fasten the seatbelts to determine if indeed they
could stand up once the tension bar was in place. There was no way
that the two officers could stand up- in the car. I secured the
security bar in place with the torpedo latch on Car #10. I asked
them to push up on the security latch and it disengaged with
minimal effort, allowing the security bar to go into an upright
position. This test was conducted eight times. Each time, the
security bar released from the torpedo latch. I then asked Officer
. Jackson and Officer Jeantete to sit in Car #13 and fcllow the same
procedure. Once the seat belt was attached, the Officers could not
stand. Once the security bar was secured in position with the
torpedo latch, I asked them to attempt to open it with pressure.
With the two Officer’s force on the security bar, the torpedo latch
on Car #13 held firmly and would not release as earlier
demonstrated in Car #10. i

I asked the photographer, Ms. Randi Witbeck from The Taos News to
photograph Car #10, the latch, the car, and the security latch on
the security bar. I also asked her to photograph Ccar #13, 1latch,
bar and security latch. I also had the seatbelts photographed in
Car #10. There were 36 photographs taken in color. The film was
released to Officer Jackson.
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A thorough investigation of the top surface of the ride was
conducted by Officer Jackson and myself, We investigated the
surrounding area, and underneath the side of the ride. On the
underneath side of the ride, we found where a car had been repaired
- by welding the wheel that rested on the track Securely in place
making a direct weld, rather than bolting the wheel on the support
arm. This was not achieved of Car #10 and had no bearing on this
investigation. We did observe that in one instance, a large
security bolt that secured two units of the supporting structure
together was held in Place by a coat hgnger. The coat hanger had

be in place. The ride is powered by hydraulic driven motors which
work as a power and stopping means for the ride. It al1 appeared
to be intact and showed no signs of malfunctioning.

I contacted the Business Manager of American West Carnival Co.,
Inc., Mr. Art Keasey who has an address of 3619 E. Main, Mesa, Az
85205, Phone # (602) 830-0961 or (602) 342-9520. Mr. Art Xeasey
“took me to the Business Office (an eighteen wheel trailer and
tractor located at the carnival). He provided me with a copy of
the permit issued by the Town of Taos (Receipt No. 33936) and a
single copy of proof of insurance which was provided to the Town of
Taos concerning the liability coverage pursuant to the pPermit. " Mr.
Keasey informed me that the hosting organization for the carnival
to the Town of Taos were the Lulacs, who were raising funds for
schools/education. ' -

Mr. Tom Trujillo of the District Attorney’s office arrived during
the investigation, and assisted in interviewing subjects who were
witnesses or employees of the carnival. The interviews resulted
with the identifying of a 16 Year old male individual, whec was
identified as Tony il who indicated he was the operator of the
himalaya. The interview revealed that he had consumed two or three
Suspected marijuana cigarettes prior to the accident. The
investigating officers had reason to believe that he could have

Officer Jackson and myself transported Mr. Tony “ to Holy
Cross Hospital for the purpose of extracting blood and urine
samples. While in my presence, Officer Jackson informed Mr.
of his rights and provided him with the waiver and relesase
of information. While in my presence and witnessed by myself, Mr.
Tony MUmNnsewsigned each document in question. While at the
hospital, several other emergencies were being taken care of, and
we were informed that it would be some period of time before the
staff could take the sanmples, Therefore, I left Officer Jackson in
charge to witness the extraction of the blood and urine. I
returned to the carnival, wherein the District o

i ——— R by e L
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Attorney’s investigator Tom Trujillo informed me that he would
contact Assistant District Attorney John Paternoster and discuss
the investigations and facts of the investigation with him.

I informed Mr. Keasey that the carnival was to remain shut down and
I would return on or ‘-before 11:00 a.m. and give him further
direction. We established security of the himalaya for continuing
the investigation, and shortly thereafter at approximately 4:30 I
departed to my residence.

At approximately 7:15 a.m., I returned to the carnival, at which
time I observed Car #10 being dismantled and removed from the
himalaya. Investigator Trujillo informed me that Mr. Paternoster
wanted to retain the car as evidence and was pursuing potential
manslaughter charges against the operator of the himalaya and
management of the carnival. I indicated to Mr. Trujillo, we needed
to take Car #13 also, as those were the two cars utilizing the
demonstration as it related to the torpedo latches, security bars,
etc. The cars were dismantled and removed from the .himalaya and
transported to the Town of Taos, and secured in a locked security
area, where police tires and equipment are secured.

I returned to the Taos Police Department and prepared
documentation, wherein I directed correspondence to the American
West Carnival Co., Inc. advising them the carnival was closed until
the sSafety Inspector could inspect the entire rides at the

Tcarnival, and provide me with documentation *that ‘each Tride 4in

question was safe. This decision was based on the safetv and
welfare of the Community of Taos and all participating in the rides
at the carnival. I served this documentation to the management of
American West Carnival Co., Inc. in Taos, New Mexico. I was
informed by management that the carnival would be tcrn down and
removed from the Taos area within a 12 hour period. I was informed
the carnival would be traveling into the State of Wyoning once it
departed Taos, -New Mexico. -

Attachments: American West Carnival Co., Inc. Business Park’
Correspondence - Closing American West Carnival Co.,
Inc. activities in Taos, N.M.
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SUPPLEMENT REPORT CASE NUMBER: G-1471A-92

ON JULY 25, 1992 AT 0010 WHILE TRYING TO DISPERSE OF A CROWD OF"
TEENAGERS AT THE MCDONALDS PARKING LOT, I HEARD CEO VIGIL ADVISING
OFFICER JAMES JACKSON (VIA POLICE RADIO) THAT THERE WAS A VEHICLE
ACCIDENT WITH INJURIES ON PASEGC DEL PUEBLO SUR IN FRCONT OF WAL-
MART. I PROCEEDED TO THE SCENE WITH EMERGENCY LIGHTS ON. ARRIVING
IN FRONT OF WAL-MART I DIDN'T LOCATE ANY ACCIDENT, CEC VIGIL THEN
CAME BACK ON THE AIR (RADIO) ADVISING THAT SHE HAD JUST RECEIVED
ANOTHER TELEPHONE CALL ON.THE 911 FROM THE SAME GENTELMAN THAT

HAD REPORTED THE ACCIDENT. CEO VIGIL ADVISED THAT THE MALE SUBJECT
HAD ADVISED HER THAT THREE KIDS HAD FALLEN OFF A RIDE AT THE CARNIVAL
AND WERE INJURED. I THEN PROCEEDED TO LULAC FIELD (WHERE TEE CARNIVAL
WAS SET UP) THROUGH THE SOUTH ENTRANCE, ALCONG THE WAY A MALE SUBJECT
WAS STANDING BY THE ROADWAY AND YELLED AT US, "OVER THERE." POINTING
TOWARDS THE CARNIVAL. I THEN PROCEEDED TO THE CARNIVAL WHERE THERE
WAS A MALE SUBJECT WITH A FLASH LIGHT WHO STOPPED ME AND ADVISED

ME, "OUT THERE AT THE HIMALAYON RIDE THREE KIDS FELL DOWN AND

ARE INJURED." EVEN BEFORE I COULD BRING MY PATROL UNIT TO A COMPLETE
STOP, SECURITY OFFICER DAVID RIVERA JUMPED OFF THE PATROL UNIT

AND STARTED RUNNING TOWARDS THE HIMALYON RIDE. I STOPPED MY PATROL
UNIT, GOT OFF AND RAN TOWARDS THE HIMALAYON RIDE. WHEN I GOT TO
THE HIMALAYON RIDE ON THE SOUTH SIDE I SAW SECURITY GUARD DAVID
RIVERA AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE TRYING TO ADMINISTER FIRST AID TO

THE TWO YOUNG FEMALE SUBJECTS WHO WERE LYING ON THE PLATFORM,

I THEN RAN TO THE NORTH END. OF THE RIDE, AND CAME UPON

A FEMALE AND MALE SUBJECT TRYING TO COMFORT A YOUNG FEMALE WHO

WAS LYING ON THE RIDE PLATFORM, WHO APPEARED TO BE INJURED AND

IN.  PAIN. AT THE TIME DAVID RIVERA YELLED AT ME AND SAID, "GET

JTHE AMBULANCE HERE FAST THESE GIRLS ARE PREITY BADLY .HURT." I

GOT MY WALKIE TALKIE RADIO AND CALLED CEO VIGIL. I TCLD CEC VIGIL™
TO GET THE AMBULANCE TO THE CARNIVAL FAST, AND ALSO TC GET THE
RESCUE SQUAD. AS I WAS STILL TALKING ON THE WALKIE TALKIE, THE
AMBULANCE ARRIVED AT THE SCENE. I RAN TO WHERE THE AMBULANCE HAD
PARKED, AND ADVISED THE AMBULANCE WHERE THE INJURED PEOPLE WERE.
AMBULANCE PERSONEL THEN RAN TO WHERE THE TWO MORE SERIOUSLY INJURED
PEOPLE WERE (SOUTH SIDE OF HUMALAYON RIDE) AT THAT TIME THE RESCUE
SQUAD ALSO ARRIVED AT THE SCENE. I RAN TOWARDS THE RESCUE PERSONEL,
WHEN I MET WITH GILBERT COHN. I SHOWED MR. COHN WHERE THE OTHER
INJURED PERSON WAS (NORTH SIDE BY THE HIMALAYON RIDE) AFTER A FEW
MINUTES ALL THREE YOUNG FEMALES WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE HOSP.ITAL.

I THEN ADVISED OFFICER TOMMY JEANTETE AND CFFICER ROMERO WHC HAD
ALSO ARRIVED AT THE SCENE TO SECURE THE SCENE. JAMES VIGIL A PHOTOGRAPE
ARRIVED AT THE SCENE I ASKED MR. VIGIL IF HE CQULD TAKE SOME PICTURES
OF THE SCENE FROM EVERY POSSIBLE ANGLE AND EVIDENCE WHERE IT WAS
FOUND. MR. VIGIL ADVISED THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO DO IT. OFFICER
JEANTETE, ROMERO, AND HERRON THEN STARTED COLLECTING EVIDENCE.
OFFICER AYALA THEN ARRIVED AT THE SCENE, AND I SENT OFFICER AYALA

TO THE HOSPITAL TO CHECK ON THE CONDITION CF THE INJURED AND KEEP
POSTED ON THEIR CONDITIONS. I ALSO ADVISED CEO VIGIL TO CALl: CHIEF
NEIL CURRAN AND ADVISE HIM OF THE INCIDENT. BY THIS TIME WITH

THE HELP OF THE OTHER OFFICERS AT THE SCENE WE LOCATED WITNESSES

TO THE INCIDENI&. . WE DIRECTED THEM TO OFFICER JAMES JACKSON

WHO WAS TAKING THEIR STATEMENTS.

OFFICER AP Q,g,&—s*p DATE 22— 25 52
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Sun 24-Aug—1%990

Newspaper :DT Reporter:iRB Category:ACC 1llustration:N Location:A3

coy URT FROM FAIR RIDE

08-26-90 VK3 Roger Burr

A man and woman were injured early Saturday when a ride broke at the San
Juan County Fair carnival, the Sheriff‘s Nepartment said. :

Sgt. Marvin Stock identified the injured as Zena SSYMM:, 25, Farmington,
and gart

Stock, quotzng from reporta, said the couple was treated at the San Juan
fegional Medical tenter emergency rroom tor about tour hours netore being
~eleased around 5:45 a.m.

Emergency room personnel said the two had multiple bruises and scrapes,
stock said.

Howaver, hospital X-rays revealed no broken bones, Stock said.

Lori House, a witness and friend of=iliJlJf. said the accident happened on
che Himalaya where it was her xmpressxcn that a lap bar came loose on cne of

:he two-person cars.

House said that e = face was so swollerm upon her release from the
1ospital that she was alpost unrecognizable.

The Himalaya, earlier described as & new ride at the Mesa, Ariz.-based
imerican West Carnival Co.-owned road show, is a bhobsled-style rids.that goes.
1p and down around & track.

THIS PART WHS CUT - "

House told The Daily Times the ride continued to -be -used -after the accident.

Carnival manager Ray Parenti was unavailable tc comment to The Daily Times..

Th( 759~ 5573
/J’AOS ToLice ChieF Ue.L Cuan\)
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SUPPLEMENT REPORT CASE NO.: G-147a-92 '

ON 7-26-92 AT APPROXIMATELY 2230 HRS. I WAS CONTACTED AT THE TAOS
POLICE DEPARTMENT BY DENISE SN, (758-1064) BY TELEPHONE IN
REFERENCE TO ABOVE CASE # G-147A-92.

D.-WdMB@M% SAID THAT SHE WAS ON THE RIDE (HIMALAYA) WITH HER SISTER
MANUALITA MMM (758-3051) ON 7-24-92 AT APPROX. 2200 HRS.

D.wieWMSeWr SAID THAT THE CAR THAT THEY WERE RIDING IN, THZ LAP
BAR KEPT RISING UP (UNLATCHING).

4

». " SAID SHE WAS YELLING FOR THEM TO STOP THE RIDE BUT
THE RIDE CONTINUED. -

"¥¢HAD TO HOLD THE BAR DOWN BY THEMSELVES.

- TRERERET" AND 4

W SAID SHE TOLD ONE OF THE RIDE EMPLOYEES ABOUT THE LAP
BAR, BUT SHE SAID HE DID NOT COMMENT ON HER STATEMENT.

~ugiiiBllies DID NOT KNOW WHAT CAR NUMBER THEY HAD BEEN RIDING.
T ADVISED D. “SNMMMRCe THAT EITHER TOM TRUJILLO OR MYSELF WOULD

_ "CONTACT THEM WIRNRSgE ANDT ) AND THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
A WRITTEN OR TAPED STATEMENT.

A SUPPLEMENT WILL BE PROVIDED WHEN THE STATEMENTS ARE COMPLETED.

—

OFFICER ()m.v. S iR paTE_ ) 27T

/




REPORT OF INVESTIGATION '.7 ; o 7300,1,1'_) L ooCe | OFFICE OF THE

MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR
TE AND TIME OF INVKSTIGATION ] tabial OME CABE NUMBER

7 592 O/22 Supplemental
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A. Jeantete, Mayor Podl Tmot
ce nt
silmen: .
ro Archuleta 107 Civic Plaza Drive
| Montoya P. O. Drawer M
sy F. Duran Taos, New Mexico 87571
X J. Cruz

(505) 7582216

avo Cordova, Town Manager Fax: (505) 7585573

W. Curran, Chief of Police

ART KEASEY ‘
AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL CO. INC.

3619 E. MAIN
MESA, AZ. 85205

Sir,

As a result of a fatal accident, which occured on 7/25/92, at
‘the American West carnival, at about 12:10 a.m., all rides and
entertainment is to remain closed, until a sfety inspection

can be performed on all rides and epuipment.
The final safety inspection report needs to be delivered to
Chief Neil Curran of the Taos Police Dept. in Taos N.M., prior

to beginning operation.

—

;7:%?/¢5[{£;Z¢a«v /62?5 Witness:/jzgzlcxﬁb/:4ﬂ-%zyZﬂ:?éﬂ
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Eloy A. Jeantete, Mayor

Councilmen:

Arturo Archuleta
Espil Montoya
Bobby F. Duran
Frank J. Cruz

Gustavo Cordova, Toun Manager

Neil W. Curran, Chief of Police

ART KEASEY
AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL CO. INC.
3619 E. MAIN

MESA,

Sir,

Az. 85205

Town of Taos

;

<

N
v

——

/

—
-

X ANV rL@OU(
W #~ - |
_ Town of Tac
Police Departmen

107 Civic Plaza Driv
. P. O. Drawer A
Taos, New Mexico 8757 .

(505) 758221«
Fax: (505) 758557:

As a result of a fatal accident, which occured on 7/25/92 at
the American West carnival,

at about 12:10 a.m.,
entertainment is to remain closed,
can be performed on all rides and epuipmegt.ﬂ

Vi

all rides and
until a sgfety inspection

The final safety inspection report needs tc be delivered to

Chief Neil Curran-of the Taos Police Dept.

to beginning operation.

;%;/ ///ﬁ&/bfa7f
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in Taos N.M., prior
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SUPPLEMENT REPORT : CASE NO: G-1472-92

ON 7-25-92 AT APPROX. 2157 HRS. I ARRIVED AT RIVERA'S FUNERAL HOME
IN REFERENCE TO FINGER PRINTING THE DECEASED, YVONE ( :

I WAS ASSISTED BY OFFICER E. LUCERO IN COMPLETING ONE FINGER PRINT
CARD OF THE DECEASED.

THE CARD IS IN MY POSSESSION AT THIS TIME. THE PURPOSE FOR THE

FINGERPRINTING OF THE DECEASED IS TO TRY TC ESTABLISH IF HER FINGERPRINT
ARE ON THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FOUND AT THE SCENE. (BEER BOTTLES).

) A
OFFICER/{QfM'M %M\J DATE Za ‘;_/c 2
;7 ’
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P.O.BOX 171225  SANANTONIO, TEXAS 78217 {512) 829-7634
Uertilicate of Jusurance
This Certificate of Insurance neither affirmatively nor negatively amends, extends or alters the

coverage afforded by the policy (ies) described hereon, and isissued as a martt'r of information
and confers no rights upon the Holder.

The Policy identified helow by a Palicy Mumber is in foree on the date of cortifinatns iecuance. Insurnner is aflntded only vith
respect to those coverages for which a sperific limit of linbility bas hren entered and i subject to all the terrns of the Poiii 1y having
reference thereto. Nothing herein contained shall modify any provision of said Palicy.

In the event of cancellation af the Policy the company issuing snid Poliry will mnka all reasonahla aflnct tn send MNotice of
Cancellation to the certificate holder at the address shown herein, but the company assumes no responsibility for any mistake or
for failure to give such notice.

Any Carnival or Cirens Linbility Instranee mnde a part of the Paliny inchules ae n perenn incured with roe pact o an nrurenen
taking place ata Camival or Circus site (1) The Fair or Exhibition Associntion, sponsoring organization or cornmittee {2) The owner
or lessee thereof and (3) A municipality granting the Named Insured permission to operate,

NAME & ADDRESS OF INSURED: NAME & ADDRESS OF CERTIFICATE HOLDER:

American Weat Carnival Company, Inc. -

3840 K, Main ft, -
Mesa, Arizona 85205

AMUSEMENT LIABILITY BODILY INJURY AND PROPERTY POLICY EXPIRATION
v . DAMAGE TIANITTY L =
COMPANY COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT NUMBER LDPAE
Scottsdale Insurance
Company $1,000,000 CSL GLS 42160% 2/28/93
TOTAL LIMITS $1,000, 000 CSL ‘|

Additional Insured:

|
For the dates of: / / /7/
2-3-92 -tsw / F} "l .t.'__{ 0 f//

—— - -t 104 i
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mmp Labrents P i%arbeto ""-_; Qﬁtgbtb Juvicial Bistrict - e vmeasna

Cl coLrax counTty
. TAOS,COLFAX, UNION COUNT!ES - P.O.EOX 1414
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

RATON, NEW MEXICO 87740
[503) 145-3551¢

Tl uNioN couNTY
P.O.EOX 642
CLAYTON, NEW MEXICO 83
(s0s] 374-2569

3

EXAMINATION RECORDS RELEASE

I ADﬂu ;4gu;rfd_ - n -hereby
authorize [ﬁoéé/ CrsSs /@QDSVﬂTNZ%f
to release all examination or medlcal ‘records pertaining

to :EZh%; f'j;%j&k ; o to

" the Eighth Judicial District Attorney's Office,

et

e

P.0. Drawer E, Taos, New Mexico.
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%51 been 1nformed of my const1tut1ona1 rlght not - to. have a search

made of the premlses vehlcle or property hereln fter mentloned'

'w1thout a search karrant ~and of my rlght to refuse to consent

*_:to soch a search *.do hereby au'horlze; QjZ%Qaf’ gzazﬂgﬂﬁm,/
. .and /426571 A/ 6%7‘ Vil folcers of the “77255

Taos New Mex1co to make a complete search of the premlses .ﬁ'-i

vehlcle or property located at 4%é2(3

are authorlzed by me to take from such premlses vehlcle or

3

1:property any letters papers~fmaterlal or other property whlch

_f;ihe) may de51re{

ThlS wrltten perm1551on:15 belng glven by me to the

yebove-named off;cer voluntarlly and wnthout“%hreats or promlsegdff

fft.of any klnd hav1ng been made to me._m.f”
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UNITRD STATES GOVERNMENT © U.8. CONSUM3R PRODUCT
' EAPHTY COMMIEBEBION
MEMORANDUM Albuquerque Resident Offics

TO . Debbis Tinsworth, EFDI Data: 7-27-82

et
FROM H orvan Allen, FOWR=ARQ

SUBJECT: Himalaya Mobile Amusenent Ride Death, Taocs, NM

Kares is the clipping we digcussad this morning. The incident
cccurrsd about 1 A.M. gaturday, 7-23-92.

1n addition, I saw a rspert on Albuguerqus TV last night. It was
gtatsd ths carnival nad moved out from Taocs 10 an undiscloned
location on Sunday. The Tacs Police chief was interviewed during
the nswa show I Baw, and prodably sarlier. He raported they havae
svidencs indicating the thres girls had on safety belts, but thesse
wers at their full extgnsion; the safaty bar at ths front of the
car may not havse Jatched ‘properly; tha ~operator of the Tide was
believad to only be 16 years old and thars are indications of the
improper use of alconol. The chief alac said the carnival could not
producs & currsnt inapsction rapoxt Ior Lhias zide.

The Taos polico'appear to mtill nave tha car from the ride in which
the victimz were riding. The TV news program showed this car and
the officers examining {it. ! have not contactad the Taos police.
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7207300GWEIboi
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ﬂix.A-/b,“f [ ©
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT -
REPORT MADE BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN
DATE: JULY 28, 1992

FILE NO.: G1l47A-92°

DEATH/CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIO}
VICTIM: YVONNE E. (SN

PENASCO, N.M.
AGE: 22
HISPANIC FEMALE
DOB: 07-21-70

WITNESSES: William A. Buchmiller
. Patricia Buchmiller
S8tephanie Wise

On July 27, 1992, between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.r., I interviewed
the above three subjects who were participants at the American West
Carnival Co.,  Inc. riding the Himalaya at approximately 11:30 p.m.
‘'on Friday, July 24, 1992. The following summary of the interview
is being submitted. .

At approximately 11:30 p.m., July 24, 1992, Friday evening, Mr. and
-Mes. -Buchmiller .took their niece Stephanie Wise and her mother to
the American West Carnival, located near the Wal-Mart Store in
Taos, New Mexico to participate on the rides.

At approximately 11:30 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller along with
Stephanie Wise had purchased two books of tickets for the purpose
of riding different rides at the carnival, producing five tickets
each to ride the himalaya. The cost would equate to approximately
$2.00 each.  As they entered the himalaya, they noticed a height
marker which indicated the height a young person would have to be
prior to riding the himalaya. Stephanie Wise exceeded this height
and entered the himalaya with Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller. Mr. and
Mrs. Buchmiller are large adults. Mrs. Buchmiller weights 224
1bs., Mr. Buchmiller weights 220 1bs and Stephanie Wise weighs
approximately 110 lbs. for a total weight of 554 1bs. “he riders
did not notice the weight safe requirement of 250 lbs. per car when
‘they entered the ride. The operator did rot bring it to their
attention, and all three individuals entered one car, Mrs.
Buchmiller on the inside, Stephanie Wise in the middle and Mr.
Buchmiller on the exterior next to the cat walk. There were three
attendants, one an operator and two individuals assisting with
loading and off loading participants of the ride. One :ndividual
was identified as a young Spanish male subject with shtort black
hair, baseball cap turned around backwards and a tank top. The
individual operating the ride that was occupying the booth was

B e A aR L Lt SRR te S0 b (4 MR LS
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Supplemental Report |C % {
July 28, 1992
identified as an older male subject, blonde hair. The other

subject was identified as a young male subject, about 5’7" with
brownish blonde hair, no particular hair style and wearing a T-
Shirt. ] -

When the Buchmiller group were assisted into the car, they had
. problems with the seat belt. . The two young men came over and
assisted one individual, moved the seat and adjusted the seat Helt
on the rod near the floor allowing maximum width to allow the
Buchmiller’s to secure the seat belt. Once the seat belt was
secured, the security was latched. Prior to-accomplishing all of
the securing of the seat belt and the security bar, at one point
the operator began moving the ride forward and was quickly stopped
as a result that the security -mechanisms hadn’t been comple:ely
fastened.

At this point, the young Spanish male operator switched the
Buchmiller group, putting Mrs. Buchmiller in the middle, Stephanie
Wise on the inside and Mr. Buchmiller on the exterior by the cat
walk.

The ride was started and within a short period of time, began to
-gain momentum and the security latch on the security bar
disengaged, causing the occupants to be thrown forward. At that
time, Mr. Buchmiller who was on the outside grabbed the edge of the
TTar “with one arm “(his left -arm) and holding ‘the 'security bar down
with his right arm and began yelling for the ride to stop. Shertly
thereafter, one of the operators told him to keep his arm ins:de,
and they yelled to stop- the ride as the security bar had come
loose. The ride indeed was stopped. The young Spanish man came
over. They explained what had happened. He told them they wvere
too heavy. At that point, Mr. Buchmiller chose to get out of the
ride and was instructed to get into another car. He chose not to
participate in the ride at that point. The people behind their car
became aggravated because of the inconvenience they were having in
being seated, secured, stopping the ride and rearranging their

seating positions, and resecuring the seat belt and the security
bar. :

Shortly thereafter, the ride began once more. Once agair.,, when the
momentum was increased, the security bar released, causing Mrs.
Buchmiller and Stephanie to be thrown forward. At this time, Mrs.
Buchmiller reached outside the car, held on to the car with the
left hand, and held on to the security bar with the right hend.
Mrs. Buchmiller and Stephanie used their feet and the curvature of
the floor to assist in securing themselves in such a manner to
prohibit from being ejected from the car. Once the ride had
stopped, they again brought it to the attention of the Sparnish
operator that the safety latch on the security bar had released.
The operator stated that it was because Mrs. Buchmiller was too big.
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Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller were under the opinion that the operators
were not interested in determining what caused the latch to
release, but were interested in continuing the rides to the extent
.. that each felt that the operators were high and/or intoxicatad.

When Mr. Buchmiller disembarked from the car, he observec the
torpedo latch mechanism. He described it as a black plastic object
that had finger grips around it, and observed that the latch was
bent and not sitting correctly upon the flat surface of the latch.
Once the ride was completed by Mrs. Buchmiller and Stephanie, they
advised the operator that the bar was releasing and departed the
. himalaya and the park. They did not observe the accident which
occurred at approximately 12:38. 9
e

Their entire ride, loading and“off loading took ten to firfteen
minutes, leaving the park somewhere between 11:45 p.m. and 12:01
a.m.

,?i%%eifAnQQZ:;;%;¢{;¢éfi——/ ;%ié;QQfL/@%22

‘William A. BucéhmiXler pagﬁ

/’7____ - : - .
(AT Bueknudly N Lo ST

“Patricia Buchmiller 'D§£e Q
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L/[Jl , 1992.
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT e
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT e
REPORT BY: CBIEF NEIL W. CURRAN -]l
DATE: JULY 28, 1992 P
[
FILE NO.: G147A-92
" DEATH/CRIMINAL INV ION
VICTIM: YVONNE E.
AGE: 22

HISPANIC FEMALE
DOB: 07-21-70

WITNESSES: WILLIAM IKO
‘ AGE: 11
P.S.#: 758-3868

TED CORDOVA
AGE: 10

P.S.#: 758-8583

P.O. BOX 3250 '
TAOS, N.M. 87571 -

On July 27, 1992 I received a telephone call which revealed that
William Iko and Ted Cordova attended the carnival in Taos,  New
Mexico on July 24, 1992.

I arranged to interview the two boys at approximately 2:00 p.m. on -

July 28, 1992. The interview continued to approximately 2:30 p.m.
William Iko was accompanied by his mother who is the aunt of Ted
Cordova. The following details are a recap of the activitiess of
the two young men on Friday, July 24, 1992 between the hours of
5:30 p.m. and approximately 7:30 p.m.

The two young men attended the American West Carnival which was
located southwest of Wal-Mart in Taos, New Mexico. The young men
‘arrived at the carnival at approximately 5:30 and went to the area
of the himalaya, which was not operating at the time and not
accepting rides from participants of the carnival. 1In observing
‘the ride, they observed an individual who was in the booth area
which was acting as a boss/supervisor. He was approximately 30
years old, short brown hair, dirty clothes wearing a white teorn T-
shirt, levi pants and had a mustache. This individual directed two
other young men, who were referred to as operators to get a wrench
and tighten the bolts and to check the nets. One of the youn¢ men
said, "Oh Shit", but went and got the wrench, but did not tighten
the bolts by utilizing the wrench, but used his hand on the bolt
and never utilized the wrench on the bolt. Operator #1 was
described as a black haired, dark complected male indivicual,
approximately age 16, 5’8", medium built, tank top and 1levis.
Operator #2 was identified as having black hair, light complexion,
older, approximately age 18. The two Young men cculd not remember



Y
<
5
A\
S
O

20730,
Page 2
Supplemental Report
July 28, 1992

what he was wearing.

At that time, the two young men continued to walk around the
carnival, and participated in other rides at the carnival. They
returned to the himalaya and made arrangements to ride the
himalaya. They noticed the height sign as they entered the
himalaya. Both exceeded the height sign and were eligible to ride
the himalaya. Operator #1 and Operator #2 assisted individuals in
disembarking from the himalaya and boarding the himalaya. They
were assisted in getting into the himalaya. They had difficul—-ies
fastening the seat belt. Ted Cordova jerked on the seat bel: to
the extent it released from under the seat and was allowed to
tighten the seat belt around himself and William in a very tight
manner. The security bar was secured in place. William Iko
observed the latch mechanism, describing the brown knob on the
exterior of the car and the torpedo latch. Using an illustration
of his fore-finger, thumb and index finger, he illustrated that the
bolt entered a circular securing mechanism on the security bar.
William and Ted noticed that the latching mechanism was barely
catching on the end of the bolt.

They had no difficulties once the ride began. With the security
bar, it remained in place. As the ride began to gain speed and
traveled around the 360 degrees, gaining elevation and dropping in
elevation, the young men began to bounce up and down upon the seat.
The seat belt appeared to ‘have released as it did not fit tightly
as it did in the beginning of the ride. As momentum increased, the
young men were thrown to the outside (or the left side of the car)
and held themselves together to support themselves throughout the
ride. The seat belt latch mechanism did not release, although it
was not tight around their waist as it had been earlier. The young
men received instructions to keep their hands on a braided part of
a security bar. The security bar was securad and checked by the
operator that assisted them in the car. The operator assistec in -
getting them out of the car, releasing the security bar, releasing
the seat belt and they departed the ride with no incidents.

They returned to their residence sometime between 7:30 p.m. and
8:00 p.m. on the same date.
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT ” T
REPORT BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN °/
DATE: JULY 26, 1992 <

FILE NO: G1l147A-92
DEATH/CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION
VICTIM: YVONNE E.

On July 27, 1992 at approximately 9:15 a.m., I received a call from
Mr. Bill Papich, Farmington Daily Times, Public Service No. 325-
4545 Extension 222 who informed me the American West Carnival
Company was involved in a similar accident in San Juan County, New
Mexico on or about August 25, 1990. Mr. Papich did not have actual
information, only that two individuals were injured, Zena Hendrix,
age 25 and Bart Lowe, age 23. They were transported to the San
Juan Regional Hospital, receiving medical attention and were
released approximately 4 hours later. The report was released to
the local newspaper by Sergeant Marvin Stock of the San Juan County
Sheriff’s Office.

I telephone the San Juan County Sheriff’s Department and discussed
the investigation with Sergeant Marvin Stock who indicated he
remembered briefly about the investigation involving American West
Carnival Company. He advised he would research their files and
forward to me by FAX a copy of the offense/incident report. At
approximately 10:46 a.m. on July 27, 1992 I received the
offense/incident report from the San Juan County Sheriff’s Cffice
<dated August 25, 1990 which provides data Trelating to<the <imjuw=y of -
Zena Hendrix and Bart Lowe while being occupants in a car of the
himalaya, which also ejected the two occupants from the vehicle in
which they occupied. The hlmalaya is a ride of the Amerlcan West
Carnival Co., 3619 West Main, Mesa, AZ 85205.

Also, Mr. Bill Papich of the Farmington Daily Times informed me
that he would attempt to obtain the newspaper article concerning
the news release as it relates to .this incident. There were
additional articles generated pursuant to the accident, which
indicates that American West Carnival Co. was only in existence for
the past two or three years. Material will be forwarded in
conjunction with this investigation if indeed this is true.

Attachments: Document/San Juan County Shersz’s Department Report
Case # 90-001951 - August '25, 1990
Newspaper Report of Farmington Daily Times
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Reported Date: 08/25/90 Time: 00:55 _ Case: 90-001951 " Fages 1

Coder 001 MI Crime: MISCELLANEOQUS Class: J30700

Ocrurrence Pates 08/25/90- - Day: SATURDAY - Time: 00:1S5-

Slatue: C Clearance: E Closing Ot+ticer: 000151 TUCKER, D

Lotation: 591 uUsé4, CO RD: BE28
CARNIVAL, SAN JUAN COUNTY FAIR

FaEmmSssgmmasassssnzs [NVHLVED PERSIING =momssmmm:

VICTIM-01: =l IOz 10/12/44 FRace: W Sex: F

VORI o 2 te NN Zip: B7401 Fhone: W Adu/Jduvs A
FMRs Hadr: Eyve: Hgts gt: Blds:
Business Name: 8AN JUAN COLLEGE _

{STUDENT) Fhone: 3246-3311
FARHIHGTDH,NH 87401 ’

—.—__—-.—.—————--——_—-—-—.———————————‘.-——__———-—.—-

vieTIn-o02: DNi: 11/18/66 Race: W Sex: M
*;?',. .. ;‘:‘:A SRR o -;.,'

fpt: 3012 Stater MM Zip: 87401 Fhone:  «optQNNBE, ~du/Juv: A

FOX: Hair: Eyes . Hgt: Wgt: Klds

fusiness Mame: TOP DECK LOUNGE

. Fhones 325-1543
FARMINGTON, NM 87401 :

.———————-‘-—-—_—_.——_.————-—————-——-—.———__——_——_——

JITNESS—01: .

T s 0 . ot . et e St S v % o

— R DOR: 09/20/42 Face: W Sex: M

S v PR SR P L P VL R N -
Apt Btater 'NM Tip: B7410. Fhoanes m fApdu/duvs A
FOR:

Hadrs Eyes Hgt: Wgt: Rld:
einess Name:s SJC MCGEE PK-MAMAGER

Phone: S035 32%5-541S

B O T T T I T It s o mm e er. ts0 s amavoe e o
R et s A R T

= SUSPECTH/ARRESTS =wwswszzms e Emmmmsnasos
USPECT-01:  AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL CO
3619 E MAIM, MESA

Ap e State: AZ Zip: 85205 Fhone: 602 830-0%41
Ctnlact:

Driver Licenses focial SBecurity:

CILT: ) FB1z Rocking Number:
b R R T Top M FACTORS se=z=ozismeccccossens

—---v—-—-—---~—-~--—-3-“.===T=:‘:2=====!ﬂ:lﬂ.’==.‘=====:=
~ear RURAL

Additianal Desvcriptiong CARMIVAL/THROWN RIDE

=

-.-:-::.'?=::::=§'~..=:.-.=:=:='.:s::==.-.'::._'= HARRATTVE mmmamozmosmes :
APFROXTMATELY 00215 HRS OGN 08-25-90 WRITER WAS DISFATCHED TO THF CARNIVAL AT

. SAN .uan counTy FATR ON A REFORT 0OF a ALCCIDENT AT OHE QF THE RIGES.

‘QN .QRRIVAL WRITER  HF(PED LOAR  OHE Or  THF VICTIMS IN THY  AMEULANCE AND
ILEUMED IT T0D fHE EMERGENMCY ROOM. URTTER INTERVIEWED BOTH VICTIMS, MR, ART
WE  STATED THEY, (HIMSEILF AND ZENA HENDRTX, VICTIM MO, 1) WERE RIDING THFE
n Juan ?ounty Sheriffre OFffice m~_~"_;;;;;—[;;;;;;:_5;;;;ff
Y9S- Oliver, Aztec, Hew Mexico 87410 , C(505)334-6107

porbting OFfFicars TUCKER, D

= R 5 A8 T4 0 A aa e S W S 0 R 1 () e e e mm e o e

NMitrahme o AANT oy
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OFFEMSE/ZINCIDENT REFORT LA -r 2
ARDITIOMAL IMFORMATIUN
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ReporLed Date: 0B/25/90 Time: 00:55 Caze: 90-001951 Page: 2
Code: 001 MI Crime: MISCELLANEOUS Class: 330700

HIMALAYHA AND WERE COMING OVER ONF OF THE HUMPS (M THE RIDE WHEN THE SAFETY HAr
CAME DFEN AND THEY WERE EJECTED. o

MISS. HENDRIX STATED SHE WAS STTTING ONM THE INSIDE OF THE RIDF MEXT TO MR. LOowL
AMD WASHIT SURE WHAT HAFPFMED, BHE STATED THAT ALL  SHE RKHEW WAS THE SAFETY BAF
CaME OFEN AND SHE WAS EJECTED.

BOTH VICTIMG MWEKRE TREATED AT RAN JUAN REGIONAL HOSFITAL, MISS. HENDRIX WAS X-
RATED ANMD FNURD  NOT TO HAVE &MY RROKEN ROMESG OMLY BRUISES aND MIMOR CUTS, MR,
VIOWE WAS REFORTED HAVING MINOR ABRASIONS ARD BRUISES.,

JRATER CONTACTED THE  MAMAGER 0OFF MOGEE FARIY, JIM FPARNELL WHO STATED MHE AND

Tt
MAMAGER OF THE  SARMIVAL  INSFERTED THE RIDE AFTER  THE ACCIDENT,

THE NFEXT DAY

. FARMLIL  QTATED  THAY IT WAS A MFW RTH e IN FROm QAKADS  AMD b
TERSUNALLY TRIED TO UPEN EANH  HAFETY RAR 0N THE RIDE, HE STATED THE DNLY We
THE RAKRS COULD nr ORI WAL TO 1"USH THE - RELEMNGF RUTTONN. HE. FaitNELL S5TATe
ITHAT THE RIDE WAS TN YHE SioW  BOWN STAGE  MWHEN THE ACCIDENT . JCCURRED Ak
SFELIEVE?"Q THE VitTiMe HERE TN & HURRY TO GET TO ANOTHER RIDE  AND OFENED Tk
SAFETY 1LATCH. '

BIVER CUULD BMIFLL  THE STRONG ADAR OF INTOXTUATING  LYGUOR O S0TH VU LM
WT DNFS NOT KHOW TF [T COMTRIBUTED TO THE MCCINEHT. :

!
EE ] r.:r.'.:‘.r::.‘.::a:r=:_:.:u-r.'.=°:::=.'.:=::‘:.r==:::.~_.:=:;.::=.-:.’.':.-.':n'_"::::.'!!:.::H:::::.-:::~:.:::::a=-.::====:=::::r:.?.:'.::::::e:.-::- R F o )
m Juan County Sheriff's O0¢fice . , Roger Lasatar, Sheriff
)5 8- 0liver, Artec, Mew Merxico 87410 (5035 334~-46107
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Reported Date: O0B/27/90 Time: Caze: 90-001951 Fage: 1
30700

HE
Code: 001 MI Crime:s MISCELLANEOUS Class: 3
Deenvrence Dates 08/25/90- Days SATURDAY - Time: 00:15-
Statuss C Nleavrance: E -Closing Officer: Q0001Si TUCKER,D
Locations 591 USé4, CO RL: BE28
CARNIVAL,SAN JUAN COUNTY FAIR
==—-‘~"‘35"7’=--—'-_===‘-'-'=“—"=‘-'3’-'"-"—"-"- R LT NV(.”..\“:D F'E‘F(S“Nq R s M e e e i = R S R NI ST o ne =
WITMESS-012 SMITH LUELLA DOk: Q04/07/67 Race: W Sex: F
803 COLUMEIME ST., BL
Apts States MM Zin:s B7413 Fhones 632-3%24 SdusJduv: A
FOR: - Hair: Fyes Hgts Wgt Rid:-
Business Mame: HUNINGTON CONOCO
EAST BROADWAY (CLERK) Fharne: 327-5611
FARMINGTON,NM 87401

WITNESS~02s: JOHNS8ON MARQLET DOR: 03/30/77 Raca: W Sex: F
PO BOX 10% BLOOMFIELD, CO
fipte State: NM 7Zipn: 87413 Fhone: 6328652 Adusduv:
FORs: Hair: Eye: Hgt s Wgts: Rld:
Business Mame: STUDENT
Fhones

ST T T T T T — e MIVENTLE THFDRMATION e e e e e
Farent’s NMame: :
Husiness Phones . Aodress:
’ Schoals
Counselnor:
EEmmRsssEES s L snernm . NANRATT VI scmrmrccosse s R S L s s ST T S s e s =
O 08~-27-20 AT AFPROXIMATELY 10:75 HRS WRTTER INTERVIEWED MRS. LUFLLA SMITH AND
MSa. HAROLET  JOHMSOM  0OW THE  FROBILEMS THEY  YNCURRED WITH THE HIMALAYHA, &

CARMIVAL RIDE AT THE SAN .JUAN COUTY FAILRK.

HRS. 8MITH STATED THAT  SHE AMD HER STRTER  M&. JOHNSON WFIE ON THE RIDE JUST
BEFORE THE ACCIDEWT AND THAT THE SAFETY BAR ON THE SEAT THEY WERE IH WOULD HQT
LATUH, SHE STATKD THAT SHE TOLD THE ATTENDANT  AND HE DID NGT SEEM TQ CONCERNFD
ABROUT YT,  MRS. SMITH STATED THEY MAD TO HOLD THE BAR DOWN  THE WHOLE RIDE &ND
THOUGHT THEY MIGHT RE THROWN OU1.

MR« JOHNSON STATED T11AT SHE DINDN'T THINK THE RIDZ ATTEMDANT WAS CONCERMED WHMEM

HE WAS TOLD  THE BARK  WOUWL.D NOT LATCH, SHE ALS0 STATED THAT THE RAR HAD TG RE
HELD DOWM THE WHOLE RIDE.

T T T T L o T T oy ot o, 200 T S 107 o LN Em et st rwe o ome . tmme som et s e e R I T T I T Y I i N e N I o TR I T T N e et e e o e e e o o+ Y S ]
== —---!»«---.----—-Q—-~——----u«..-.._._.--..._...-......._._.__—.m-- Reiia IS Il II oI SR e = = s = ] g4 A

3an Juan County Sheriff’s Qffice Roger Lasater, Sheviff
05 S. Oliver, Aztec, Mew Mexicn 87410 (S05)334~4107
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‘epurting Officer: TUCKER,D Mumber: 000151 Date: 08/27/90 Time:
Typad hy: MNORRISJ Humber: 314 Date: 08/2E/90 Time: 16:18
wnraving Nffirave QTAMKY N P R RAans - - - -



