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PRE-INCIDENT:

Four young women were attending a carnival associated with a fiesta held
in a resort town. They had been drinking beer and rode or several rides
of the carnival. About midnight on this Friday night, they approached
the Gravitron ride and were told by the operator they could not take
their beer on his ride. They left the beer by the operatcr position and

went on the ride, e

When this ride was over, the young women repossessed their beer and went
to the next ride, the Himalaya, adjacent to the one they had just left.
There, witnesses state, the young women seem to have talked the 16 vear
0ld operator into giving them a free ride. However, due to the size of
the cars on this ride, only -three of the younyg women could ride in the
same car. One decided not to go on this ride and waited for her friends.
Again, the three young women left their beer by the operator.

The operator assisted the young women in positioning themselves in the
car. He apparently secured a safety belt across the three young women
and secured a safety lap bar in front of them. He warned them to keep
their hands on this safety bar and their feet on the foot rest, inside

the car. -

The operator and some witnesses said he yvelled at the three girls while
“the ride was Junning as they were lifting their hands from the safety
bar and waving them in the air as well as Tifting “their -feet above the
caged footrest at the front of the car. One witness reported that the

operator threatened to make them get off the ride if they didn't stop '

. this behavior.

One witness described the manner in which this ride was operated during
the time the victims were riding. It first ran at a slcew speed for a
short peried, a faster speed for about 1 minute, then slowed for another
minute or so. At that point, the operator announced to the riders, that

if they wanted to go "superfast", they should all yell. They yelled and

the operator accelerated the ride to a much higher speed.

INCIDENT:

Some witnesses and the ride operator reported seeing twc of the young
women stand up in the car at this point. This does not appear to be
possible given the configuration of the car. All three were partially
ejected from the car. "Partially ejected™ as they were briefly a1eld in
the car, either by the safety belt or having their feet caught in the

caged footrest.

Another carnival employee was on the ride, near an emergency control.
Both he and the operator said they cut the power to the ride and nit the
emergency switch as soon as they saw the young women "standing up" i.e.
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being ejected.

Carnival emplovyees ang Wwitnesses ran to assist the victims, while otherg
called emergency Services, :

POST INCIDENT:

Police ang the 1loeal ambulance Service arrived shortly aftef the
incident, They treateg the victing and transported them to the hospita].

a few hours, The third, who Was separated from the other two wken the
ride came to rest, was transferred to a second hospital where she
remains in critical ¢ondition, as 0f the date this report is written.

The chief and other officers
A drawin

accommodate one tg thrae Person. The Chief noteg in his report that the
safety lap bar, which he titled & retaining bar, was Secured by a
torpedo latch. This was 3 SPring 1loaded bolt that Passes through the
left side of the car into g bracket on the lap bar. He noted the cu:side
of this torpedo latep had an adjustable black plastic knob, which in the

e Y [S1 LR

e et g




920730CwE6Q01 ‘Pg. 4

Case of car # 10 was bent. He activateqd the lap bar Several timesg angd
found i+ latched Securely each time, In laoking 4t the approximately 20
€ars on the Himalaya, he foung Several besides # 10 where this Outer

without releasing the torpedo latch, They were able to 4o 50 in each oFf

eight attempts, These Ltests were duplicateduon Car # 13, The OQutside of .

the torpedo latch on this car ¥as not bent Nor damageq in any WaY¥. The

gave the eXposed filp to him. Copies of these Photos haée been Tequesteg
and will pe forwarded when Teceived,

Police attempts +tq interviey the two SUrviving victims had peep

Unsuccessfy] for severgl days when the Chier received Rotice frop an

attorney Claimip . to Tepresent the victimg not  to conduct  sych

interviews. One victim had been in a €oma in the hospita) Tor Several

days ang altempts to Meet with the Other hag been unsueccessfiy] Prior to
ce,

them. The father hag to hold the lap bar ip Place ang hold ontg the zide
©f the car to keep it in place. They Called tgo the Cperator who stopped
the ride. He Tesecured the lap bar and wanteg to restare the rije.
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However, the father decided not to continue to ride. His wife and their
niece remained on the ride while it started up 4gain. However, the lap
bar again releaseq and the two had to hold on the sides and brace their
feet to keep from being thrown out of the car. Once the ride stopped,
the wife told the Cperator that the lap bar had again released, Her

This family also reported a minimum height requirement on the ride ag
well as a sign stating a maximum weight limit of 250 pounds. Whether

this was per car or Per person was not determined. While the family diq -

not exceed 250 pounds as individuals, their combined weight was cver 550
pounds. This weight limitation was also noted by the Police Chief in his
report. When ths group first entered the car, the operator had them
change their seating positions, saying the wife was too big. A Topy of
the Police interview of this family is attached as Exhibit # 10.

Another person who had ridden on the Himalavya about 10 P.M. tha=: night
called the police to report her experience an the ride. She stated that
when she and her sister were on the Himalaya, the safety lap bar on
their c¢ar ... kept rising up, {unlatching).® They had called to the
operator, but he did not stop the ride. They had to hold the lap bar
closed themselves, until the ride stopped. The caller said she reported
the lap bar failure to the ride operator, but "...he did not comment on
herlstatement."=The=cperatcr¢made*no-amtampt"tc BLop the ride, but let
it complete it'sg normal run., As of the date this report is writter, this
Witness has not been further interviewed by the police. A copy of this

torney to note that a Ccrew of carnival employees
was dismantling another ride near the Himalayva. He was told by the
leader of thig group that the ride motor or clutch was damaged. It had
been decided to dismantle thig ride and send it ahead to the next
scheduled town, where parts were more readily available. The statement
by the carnival employee is attached as Exhibit # 19. 9The officer's
Teport covers many activities and appears as Exhibit # 7.

The woman who described the manner in which the ride was operated during
the time the victims were on it, was waiting for her daughter wh> was
also on the ride at the time. She had noticed the young women appreach
the ride, their interaction with the operator and watched them while
they were on the ride. She reported the operator had secured the lap bar
and arranged the safety belt, but didn't see the belt secured. She said
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were being secured. This witness ig the only one who reported hearj
anythlng.gzn her case, it was a loud nCrackx. She thenpsaw Lhe gi%fg

being thrown from the car and yelled for the ride to stop. She ran onto
the walkway tq find her daughter. After seeing her daughter was safe,
she saw one victim lying near her. She offereg asslstance and sonsoled

witness ang her daughter left, but visited the hospital to sSee how the
victims were. An officer took her statement there, A CoPY is attached as
5. i

the air before the ride wasg stopped. Her statement, which Corrcborates
her mother's, is included in Exhibit # 5.

in two locatiens. In his statement, he reports that two fell ocut of the
€ar by the control "box" while the third was dragged further along the
walkway. Hisg statement ig included in Exhibit # 9.

Another carnival emplofae Saw the incident. His handwrittenkstatement isg
includedﬂinxﬂxhibix # 9. .

The Monday after this incident, the Police Chief received a telephone
call that reported that two minors had information on their experiences

riding the Himalava the Same night of this incident, A copy of his

observed the continuing assembly of the Himalaya._TheY Stated that twe
carnival employees were directed by another.to get wrenches, tightan the
bolts ang check the nuts on the ride. One employee did get = wrench, but
Used only his hand to tighten the bolts. _

into a car. They had difficulty in adjusting the Seat belt to fit them,
but were firally able Lo secure it snugly aboyut both of them. The
CPerator secured the lap bar. The 11 Year old was vVery interssted in the
torpedo latch that secured the lap bar ang graphically described it to
the Chief. The boys commented that the latching mechanism on the lap bar
was barely Catching on the end of the bolt. As the ride began, the bovs
were thrown against the left or cutside of the ¢ar. As the car went up
and down on the track, the seat helt loosened angd they were forced to
hold on to each other to "...support themselves throughout the ride. " In
this instance, lap bar diq not release while the ride was operating and
wWas released by the ride operator at the end. They had other problems
wWith the ride and went on to the rest of the carnival, They got home

PRI

. »1""!'.“




920730CWE6001 ‘Pg. 7

between 193¢ and 2000 that evening,

AS no one has'interviewed the remaining two victims, i~ is nat Certain
how the three victims werae sitting in the car. The Police Chief
Postulates that the victim who died was sitting on the left or ocutside
of the car, with the victim who remains in the hospital ip the middle

I spoke with one of the owners of the carnival at the firm's listeq
telephone number. This is actually the numhker of another business in
which thisg individual ig involved, He - told ne the Himalaya was being
transported over the road to the firm'sg home City. He expected it +q
arrive there around August 2nd or 3r4. )

As this incident beoame known in the area, the Police Chief was

However, the pPolice report of this earlier incident also includes an
i i ©f a group {(two beérsons) who had ridden the Aimalaya just
before this specific incident. They also had the lap bar release but
were able to hold it closed until the ride was over. They Teported the
release of the lap bar to the ride.operator and again Teported he dig
net appear concerned. i

I visited the town where this incident Ooccurred and obtainad copies of
the Police reports to date. I photographed Part of the Teassembly of car
# 10. Documents ang photos are attached as exhibits. 1 Téquested copies
of the photographs obtained by the Police. These will be forwarded when
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PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION:

I spoke with Mr. Jack Crays by telephone. He is one of the owners 0f the
carnival which Operates the ride on which the victims were injurad. The
ride is called the Himalaya, built in 197¢ by a French firm, which hag
& name something like "Ravenshaw". This firm has declared bankruptey.
This ride was originally bPurchased by Knott'g Berry Farm in California,
then sold to United Shows in Louisiana. Mr. Crays saig he purchaseqd it
in 1989 from a broker fronm whom he has Purchased other rides, trucks and
Other equipment. Mr. Crays said it is his understanding that Xnott'sg
operates a ride for 10 vears before changing it, at which point it may
be s0l1d ag this ride apPpears to have been.

Mr. .Crays stated the Himalaya wa being transported back to the
carnival's home base in Mesa, Arizona. He has the blueprints and
Specifications for the Himalaya, but the OPerator's manuat and
maintenance'records are normally kept in the office trajler of the road
unit. He was not sure if these documerntsg were accompanying the ride back

oben position for the lap bar, The closed rosition is when the torpedo
latch engages. In neither Position ig there more than one latch. That is
located on the left side of the lap bar. Thus in the closed position,
only the left side of the lap bar ig secure, However, thig aprears tc be
sufficient, when the torpedo latch Ooperates properly.
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ATTACHMENTS :

1 -Tﬂﬁgt“ﬁhotbgraphs.
2 - Diagram of "torpedo latches™,
3 -~ Police Teport of Cfficer Jackson, (includes data Processing cover

4 - Chief curran Supplement report dated 7-28-92; cover lists 3 victims.

35 - Handwritten sStatements of Witness Charlene Anglada and her K
daughter, ' .

6~ Handwritten supplement report by Lieutenant Silvano Archuleta,

7 - Four Page handwrittan report by Officer Floyd Ayala.

8 - Handwritten Statements of Witnesges Sonya Barela (fourth memoser of
victim group) and Gerald Benavides.

9 - Handwritten statements of ride operator, Tony Aguirre, his assistant
and two other carnival employees, who witnessed the incident.

10 - Chief Curran supplement report; 7-28-92 Interview of family who

rode Himalaya Prior to incident.
11 -~ Chief Curran supplement report; 7-28-93 Interview of two minors who

12 - Chief curran Supplement report - Contact by Farmington Police

13 ~ Supplement Report by Officer Jacksen of witness Denise Martinez.
14 - Office of the Medical Investigator Preliminary report of findings.
15 - Handwritten note on the incident, with orders from Chief Curran to

16 - Supplement Report by Officer Jackson of fingerprinting deceased
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17

18
19

20

920730CWE6001 ‘Pg. 10

Carnival's certificate of insurance, Town of Taos receipt, Tony
égg%gﬁewgg§gﬁggnt to release medical Tecords to DA and waver of
Ray Parenti authorization to remove cars 10 and 13. Ray Parenti
list of previous towns' inspections.

Handwritten statement 0f carnival employee ahout disassemhling
another ride the night of this incident.

List of four Wwitnesses; List of 2 witnesses.
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Zhoto 1 - In this photo the sides 0f car # 10 have beepn blaced togsther
with the lap bar bertween them. The lap bar is in the approximate closed
position. No kolts have been inserted. The number 10 can be seen on the
l2it zide.
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Tue Jul 26, 1992 3:34 DM

TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT

FRO730 Cw:léoso

!g'/{A -‘ é ¢ 7L .3

POEE #

***INCIDENT REFORT*%x

CASE#-G—-147A-93
ORI# ~NMOZ90Q100

COMPLAINANT~JACKSON, JAMES
DRAWER M TAOS,  N.M.

REFORT DATE-07/85/9:2 TIME-G0
ARCCIDENTAL. DEATH

DgR- PHONE-7S8-3216

vicTim-o1 ol onnE . DOB-07 /21470 FHONCTMS- .
. - 53
. - q .
TYFE-I RESID-R RACE-W SEX-F ABE- 28 ETHNC-  SSN-™ INJURY=0=" — — -
INCIDENT DATE-07/25/%& TIME~0010 - TO DATE- TIME-
SPECIAL REPORTS: DOMESTIC ARUSE- BIAS CRIME - LECKA# -
BIAS TYPE -00 LEDKA FLAG -
DRUG-TYFE : BIAS TARGET-QU TYSE ACTIV ~00
Cr . ~QUAN: - BODY ARMGR -
.e..-MEAS: AS3IGN TYFE-
cI3CUN -
%  OFFENSE STATUTE UCR  ACT ST LOC WEAPON #UN-
91 ACCIDENTAL DEATH 907 c a5 oo
DCATION —LULAC FIELD FDPS TACS, N.M.  CODE-
NTRY METHOD -
OINT OF ENTRY-
EFERRAL-
HILDREN~ :
VIDENCE: PHOTO-  FINGERPRINT-  OTHER-
. WITNESS ADDRESS PHONE
- 1=
] 1-

ISE STATUS -A
{C CL.RD COQDE-N
‘€ CLRD DATE- -
FPORTING OFFICZER~—
IFERVISOR - 13

ITERED BY - 25 —MARTINEZ,

8 —JACHSON, JoMES
mQRCHULETQ, SILVIAND
Catherine
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Tue Jul 28, 15

CASE#-G-1470-93
ITEM#-01

= 2:34 FM

TROS PCOLICE

DEPARTMENT

*¥***INCIDENT REFORT-CROFPERTY*%%

LOSE Ccobpe

QUANTITY
DESCRIPTION
SERIAL #

- BRAND

MODEL,
vaLuE

......0
PROPERTY CODE~GO

i

RECOVER DATE-

- 00

E x-“:l—'
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Ll -~
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Tue Jul 28, 1992 3:34 PM  TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT PAGE #
%#*INCIDENT REPORT-OFF/SUSE %
CASE DESCRIFPTION- ACCIDENTAL DEATH REFORT DATE-07/85/92 TIME-0G
ORI# —NMO290100 :
SUBJECT#-01 TYPE— NAME - DOB-
ALIAS RACE SEX  ABE  ETHNIC HEIGHT WEIGHT EYSS HAIR SKIb.
Q. 00 ’

SOC SEC NUM RELATIONSHIF INFQ ARREST <mem—ee SUSFECTED OF USING—---—— PRESNT

. VICTIM-  CODE- ALCO-  DRUB-  COM EO-  n/A-

YICTIM-  CODE- -

LICc- LIS- Liv-  LIT- Y IN~
COLORS YEAR MAKE MODEL STYLE RECOVER DATE
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On 07/25/92 at approximately 0010 hrs. Taos Police Dispatch was advising
of a reported accident with injuries that had occurred at the Carnival.
The call being reported on 911 (Emergency) . .

Upon my arrival at the Carnival area which was located at what is known
as LULAC Field, I was directed by a male subject that persons needed
assistance and he was pointing to the Southside corner of the Carnival
aAred .

I arxrrived at the scene of the Carnival ride and Lt. Silviano Archuleta
was already at the scene. As I approached the Carnival ride, I caw
one female subject lying on the walkway of the ride. I alse heard
people saying that there were {2) more female subjects on the sare

ride and were injured, but these (2) female subjects were lying cn -
the walkway on the other side of the ride.

Upon my arrival to the area of the female subject who was lying by
herself. I did recognize a female subject comforting the injured female.
The female subject who was assisting the injured was recognized by

me as a Charlene Anglada. _ -

In C. Anglada's written statement she says the injured stated her name
was - As the Taos County Ambulance arrived, as did the other
Officers, medical attention was administered to the (3) injured female
subjects.

“as medical attention was being provided to the injured ¥emeles, T attempted
to located any witnesses to the incident. T located the operator of

the Carnival ride which was identified as the "Himalaya™. fThe ride

in which the (3) girls were riding on at the time of the ircident.

The main operator of the Himalaya was identified as a Tony Aguirre.
Tony Aguirre was asked what had happened, Aquirre stated that he was
operating the Himalaya and that he saw (2) female subjects stand up

as the the ride was operating, Aguirre said when he saw the girls stand
up in the ride he immediately threw the throttle cable (brake) forward
and pressed the emergency button. : :

T. Aguirre said he then saw the (2) female subjects fly forward and
hit the fence railing near the main operating platform known as the
"Dog House™. :

T. Aguirre provided this preliminary interview at the scene and he

also provided a written statement which is attached to the report.

I asked Tony Aguirre if he had any alcoholic beverages and if he was
intoxicated, Aguirre stated that he had not been drinking alcohol.

I asked Aguirre if he had taken any drugs, Agquirre said tha* he had
smoked marijuana that morning being on 07/24/92, but had not smoked
marijuana since that time.

T. Aguirre said that he was assisted in operating the Himalaya by a

1
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male subject known as David Ivey,

As T was conducting the preliminary interviews, it wag brought t¢o mf
attention by Carnival employees tha+ {2) beer bottles Yesting on the
entrance platform to the Himalaya belonged g the female subjeats

Ivey stated that as he was Wwatching the riders he saw (3) girls sfarting
to fall out of the seat ag they were Passing his Position. Ivey saigd

I also talked to a Phillip Parenti the SUpervisor of the American Wegt
Carnivals from Mesa, Arizona who Was at the scene, The Carnival ride
are property of the American West Carnivals.

I also talked to an Art Keasey also ‘'with the American West Carnivalg
-about insurance Coverage CovVering the Carnival, a certificate of insurance
Covering the Carnival ig attached to the report, ) :
After talking with Parenti ang Reasey, 1 interviewed 2 Pete Nader who
was the operator of a ride known as the "Gravitron~ which was Positioned
next to the "Himalaya®™ on the east side,

Nader stateg that the (3) females subject hagd rfdden on the "Gravitron~,
Peter Nader said the female subjects approached the "Gravitron", the
ride he wag operating and that they hag beer bottles jin their hands.

Nader said he made them set down their beer bottles as they rode the
"Gravitron®_ -
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I talked with a Jeremy Robinson, Robinson stated that he was approximately
10 feet from the ride and that he saw (2) girls stand up while the.

ride was operating, the girls were thrown and one girl was beirg dragged
around by her feet., J. Robinson's statement (written) is attached

to the report.

After receiving these written statements and the Carnival ride being
secured with Crime scene tape by Officer 7. Jeantete and Officer R.
Romero {refer to supplementals), I then Proceeded to Holvy Cross Hospital
where Officer Floyd Ayala was identifying the (3) female subjects.

(Also refer to Officer P. Ayala‘'s supplemental}.

At approximately 0135 hrs. T arrived at Holy Cross Hospital whe-e T
met with Medical Investigator, Rueben Martinez. R. Martinez stated
ﬁ,té,me_that one of the female subjects had died and was icdentified as

A et NN 2cc 22 years old. _

on 07/25/92.

The (2) other female subjects were identified as a M, 21 -
yYears old and a ™ ' N 16 years old. These (2) female subjects
are sisters.

At the time I was at Holy Cross Hospital T received a written statement
from Charlene Anglada and her daughter.

Charlene Anglada states that she saw (4) girls approach the ride (Himalaya)
“and “that “she “noticed ™2 of ‘the girls carrying beer bottles. c. Anglada

had to be told 2 or 3 times by the operator not to do that or he would
take them off the ride.

C. Anglada in her statement said to a friend that was standing kv her
that the (3} girls might throw-up due to being intoxicated. Anglada
said that the ride then went super-fast, Anglada said she heard 2z loud
crack and to her it seemed like the car was tilted and the girls were
holding onto the bar. :

C. Anglada said (2) of the girls were being knocked around while the
third girl was being dragged.
C. Anglada said the girls were striking their heads against the railing
and metal floor. cC. Anglada said the girl lying by herself stated

her name was -cmssiiom . .

The (4th) girls that Charlene Anglada had seen with the (3) victims

at the Carnival was found at Holy Cross Hospital andg identified as

a

Officer F. Avala received a preliminary interview with Sonya and is
attached to this Supplemental report.
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I talked with Sonya MMl who was with the (3) victims and she stated
that they all had been drinking beer that day. (07/24/92.

At approximately 0232 hrs. (07/25/92) I returned to the Carnival with
Chief Neil Curran. It was discovered that the (3) girls ware in seat
#10 at the time of the accident.

At this I was at the Carnival, Chief Neil Curran, Officer Tommy Jeantete
and I went to seat #10 located on the "Himalaya™ ride.

We observed that the seatbelt was still locked but the seat belt {strap)
was opened to the fullest length.

Officer T. Jeantete and I sat down in seat §10, fastened the seat belt
and closed the lap bar. We pushed up on the lap bar and we continously
opened the lap bar (pushed forward), approximately 6-8 times. .

Officer T. Jeantete and I went and sat in seat #13 and attempted to
push forward (open) this lap bar but could not open the lap bar.

I observed on seat #10 that the release latch that is located on the
left side of the seat #10 was bent. A photograph of this was taken
by a Randi Witbeck who is a photographer with the To»s News.

I also observed that with the release latch being bent, the metal rod
that slides through an opening into the lap bar would not completely

slide through, this was to secure the lap bar and prevent it from opening.

A photograph was taken of this release catch and metal rod by Randi
“Witbeck. -

I checked other seats of the ride and it appeared that other metal

rods slid through the openings completely to secure the lap bar. It
should be noted that at the initial Crime Scene a James Vigil had taken
rhotographs of the scene.

While I was at the Carnival at this time I made contact with District
Attorney Investigator, Tom Trujillo.

It should be noted that seat #10 had blood from one of the victims
and their was also make-up which was found inside the seat {$10).

Officer Robert Romero stated to me that the female subject who was
lying by herself on the Himalaya ride after the accident was by s=at
#10 and this female subiject was identified at a later time as a Carmen
Supra. . !

Upon adﬁiéing Tom Trujillo of the accident and providing the name of
the operator of the Himalaya to him, he himself wanted to talk to Tony
Aquirre. -

I contacted Tony Aguirre again and Tom Trujillo talked to the subject
by himself. The photographs that were taken by Randi Witbeck wer:z
of the release latch and metal rod of seat #10. The roll of film was
given to me by Randi Witbeck and is in my possession.

4 .
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after Tom Trujillo talked to Tony pde Trujillo stated to me that
he wanted me to transport T e to Holy Cross Hospital to have

blood withdrawn and that T. shamgiaie agreed to and would sign a Waiver
form to have his blood drawn. .

At approximately 0400 hrs. 07/25/92 I arrived at Holy Cross Hospital
to have blood withdrawn from T ¢, the waiver of search form
signed by TSl to have blood withdrawn is attached to the report.
Also signed by T. AN was a medical release form and this is &lso

to the report.

The blood technician from Holy Cross Hospital, Diane Martirez withdrew
the blood from T. Rl as T witnessed the withdrawal and the blood

specimen kit is in'my possession.

The withdrawal of the blood was at approximately 0445 hrs. and at approximatel’

0715 hrs. (~7/25/92) I met with District Attorney Investigator Tom
Trujillo at the District Attorney's Office and we proceeded to the

Carnival.

Upon arrival at the carnival, we made contact with the main Supervisor/Owner
Rick Parenti in reference to confiscating the seat #10 and seat #13.

Owner, R. Parenti signed a waiver of search form for Tom Trujille and
gave permission to take the seats #10 and #13.

The form is in Tom Tfﬁjillo's possession. I observed Ccarnival employees
dismantle seat #10 and was on a truck. The seat #13 was also dismantled

and loaded onto the +ruck.

The Carnival seats were transported to the Town of Taos Yard and stored
in a storage shed.

-

The employee records of the American West Carnival employee's {copies)
were given to Tom Trujillo and are in his possession.

also attached to the report is a copy of the preliminary report ol
death of Yvonne provided by Rueben Martinez, Medical Investigator.

A copy of the Town of Taos receipt issued to the Carnival is attached.

rhe investigation of the accident is continuing and supplementals will
be provided on any other found statements or evidence.

NOTE: The initial report of the incident came in as an accident with
injuries located on the roadway in front of Wal-Mart Store. The accident

was found at the Caxrnival through 911.

NOTE: At Holy Cross Hospital a Cerald A. Benavides (454-8941 425-1068)
gave me names of witnesses to the accident: ’
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:0 be interviewed as to the accident and then supplementals

'osted at the entrance to the Himalaya Ride stating
its should not exceed 750 lbs. per seat and stated
your safety. '
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT
REPORT MADE BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN
DATE: JULY 26, 1992

FILE NC, Gl47A-92

VICTIM:
Female Hispanic
DOB ~ 07-21-70
FATHER: Paul gfiuiiteenmi. .
INJURED: ~ r_— )
Female Hispanic
Do - 0%~18-75 - '
PARENTS: Manuel and Rosaliem:
INJURED: 1 o NS

D~ )
female Hispanic
DOB - 10-11-71

PARENTS: Manuel and Rosalie“ — e

On July 25, 1992 at approximately 12:10 a.m., Officer James Jackson
was advised of an accident which occurred at the Carnival which was
located west of Paseo del Pueblo Sur, near the Wal-Mart sStore.
Upon Officer Jackson’s arrival, Officer Jackson discovered that -
three female subjects had been thrown from a carnival ride, known
as the Himalaya. S

All three female subja¢ts were injured, being transported to Holy
Cross Hospital via ambulance. At approximately 1:02 a.m. on July

25, 19%2, Yvonne E. was pronounced deceased Ly the
attending physician. Carmen ad been given medical attention
and released to her parents. ject No. 3, Teresa {4l had

severe head injuries, was provided medical treatment and then

_ transported to St. Vincent’s Hospital in Santa Fe.

At approximately 1:00 a.m., I was notified of the accident and
dispatched to Holy Cross Hospital. Upon my arrival, I met Qfficer
James Jackson who advised me of the investigation, and visually
examined the deceased, Yvonne E. A short time later,
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Paul @ rived at the hospital and were
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advised of the condition of their daughter, Yvonnediiiiiiieesy. Mr.

; informed the investigating officers that his daughter
was in Taos to attend the Taos Fiestas and participate in the
festivities of the Fiesta.

Officer James Jackson interviewed a 16 year old femnale from
Penasco, Ms. Sonya 4k who had indicated the four ladies came
from Penasco to the Taos Fiestas and decided to go to the carnival,
and that there had been some alcoholic beverages drank by the four
- ladies, mainly beer and wine and that they had stopped drinking at
approximately 10:00 p.m. on July 24, 1992. She indicated the three
ladies wanted to ride the himalaya and she chése not to. She was
standing adjacent to the himalaya observing the three girls as they
entered the car and participated in the himalaya ride. She
. indicated they raised their hands, but were not standing. Shortly
- thereafter she aobserved them being thrown from the vehiele in which
they were cccupants of.
Officer  Jackson and mnyself interviewed Mr. Gerald
Officer Jackson documented the interview and-the young man prov1ded
witnesses who were observing the participants who were riding the
himalaya. . Refer to Officer Jackson’s report for detailed
information. )
Officer Jackson and myself returned to the area of the carnival and
identified the himalaya ride, which at that time had been secured
- -by TLieutenarit Silviano Archuleta and Officer Tommy Jeantate of the
Taos Police Department.. Upon my arrival, I okserved that the
entire hlmalaya was protected ags a crime scene, tape attached
thereto. = .

Officer Jackson and myself began a systematic inspection of the
himalaya. During the inspection, we identified Car #10 as-being
the car which the three young ladies occupied. The inspection
revealed that the himalaya is a roller coaster type ride which has
cars on ‘a track that circles in 360 .degrees, traveliing in a
circular motion around the +track. There 1is a cat walk,
approximately 3 feet wide around the cars on the track that allows
occupants to enter and disembark from each car. The cat walk is
protected by hand rails. There is an entrance ramp going into the
himalaya which has an operator’s booth and ticket agent position at
the top of. the ramp. At the ramp, there is a sign posted, safe
weight, 250 pounds. Located on the south side of the himalaya, the
cat walk had a large quantity of blood and women’s outer wear which
was retrieved as evidence. In car #10, we located a maroon colored
compact that was wedged in the seat of the car. Each of the cars
were examined, most specifically Car #10. In examining Car #10, we
found a seat belt that was intact. It appears to be a seat belt
you would locate in an automobile. This seat belt was fully
extended to the maximum length of the belt, but was secured intact.
The seat belt attaches to a rod on the floor of the car but will
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slide and allow to be opened to the maximum of three positions in

the car or the minimum of one position in the car. Also, within

the car is a foot board and a foot rest with a seat that has a
slump back to the rear of the vehicle, approximately 28 degrees.
A retaining bar that has quilted grips thereon, is secured into
place into a retaining bracket that holds the occupant in the car
in conjunction with the seat belt. This retaining bracket is
fastened with a torpedo type latch, which is sprung load and is
controlled by the operator of the himalaya when releasing the bar
to allow the occupants to disembark from the vehicle. In examining
this torpedo latch, there’s a black adjustable plastic knob on the
exterior of the car that must be pulled cutwardly to release the

retaining bar. I noticed the torpedo latch was bent, not allowing .-

the torpedo to totally engage within the retention bar. I tried it
several times, and each time- it secured the bar in place. I

. . examined each of the cars believed to be 20 cars total, but were

color coded, and each car had a similar torpedo latch to allow the
operator to release the tension bar. There were a number of these
torpedo latches that were bent and easily identified as the torpedo
latch was bent, causing the black nylon knob to be off center.

I also examined Car #13. This car had a straight torpedo latch and
the black knob sat securely against the flat surface of the latch.
I tested the latch, it was sprung loaded and worked effectively,
securing the security bar in place.

"o conduct a test, T -asked Officer Teantete and OF¥Fficer Jackson to
sit in Ccar #10, fasten the seatbelts to determine if indeed they
could stand up once the tension bar was in place. There was no way
that the two officers could stand up- in the car. I secured the
security bar in place with the torpedo latch on Car #10. I asked
them to push up on the security latch and it disengaged with
minimal effort, allowing the security bar to go into an upright
position. This test was conducted eight times.. Each time, the
security bar released from the torpedo latch. I then asked Officer

. Jackson and Officer Jeantete to sit in Car #13 and follow the same

procedure. Once the seat belt was attached, the Officers could not
stand. Once the security bar was secured in position with the
torpedo latch, I asked them to attempt to open it with. pressure.
With the two Officer’s force on the security bar, the torpedo latch
oen Car #13 held Ffirmly and would not release as earlier
demonstrated in Car #10. ;
I asked the photographer, Ms. Randi Witbeck from The Taos MNews to
photograph Car #10, the latch, the car, and the security latch on
the security bar. I also asked her to photograph Car #13, latch,
bar and security latch. I alsc had the seatbelts photographed in
Car #10. There were 36 photographs taken in color. The film was
released to Officer Jackson,
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A thorough investigation of the top surface of the ride was
conducted by Officer Jackson and myself. We investigated the
surrounding area, and underneath the side of the ride. on the
underneath side of the ride, we found where a car had been repaired
by welding the wheel that rested on the track securely in place,
making a direct weld, rather than bolting the wheel on the support
arm. This was not achieved of Car #10 and had no bearing on this
investigation. We did observe that in one instance, a large
security bolt that secured two units of the supporting structure
together was held in place by a coat hanger. The coat hanger had
retained the bolt in place and had no impact on the accident. We
examined the underneath side of the ride and all parts appeared to
be in place. The ride is powered by hydraulic driven motors which
work as a power and stopping means for the ride. It all appeared
to be intact and showed no signs of malfunctioning.

I contacted the Business Manager of American West Carnival cCo.,
Inc., Mr. Art Keasey who has an address of 3619 E. Main, Mesa, AZ
B5205, Phone # (602) 830-0961 or (602) 342-3520. Mr. Art Keasey
“took me to the Business Office (an eighteen wheel traile:r and
tractor located at the carnival). He provided me with a copy of
the permit issued by the Town of Taas (Receipt Ne. 33936) and a
single copy of prdof of insurance which was provided to the Town of
Taos concerning the liability coverage pursuant to the permit.  Mr.
Keasey informed me that the hosting organization for the carnival
to the Town of Taos were the Lulacs, who were raising funds for
schools/education. '

Mr. Tom Trujillo of the District Attorney’s office arrived during
the investigation, and assisted in interviewing subjects who were
witnesses or employees of the carnival. The interviews resulted
with the identifying of a 16 year old male individual, whe was
identified as Tony wijiiiif® who indicated he was the operator ofF the
himalaya. The interview revealed that he had consumed two or three
suspected marijuana cigarettes prior to the accident. The
investigating officers had reason to believe that he could have
been under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs and received a
waiver wherein he signed a release to allow for a blood/alcohol and
a urine sample.

Officer Jackson and myself transported Mr. Tony - te Holy
Cross Hospital for the purpose of extracting blood and urine
samples. While in my presence, Officer Jackson informed Mr.
of his rights and provided hinm with the waiver and release
of information. While in My presence and witnessed by myself, Mr.
Tony MURseMwsigned each document in question. While at the
hospital, several other emergencies were being taken care of, and
we were informed that it would be some period of time before the
staff could take the samples. Therefore, I left Officer Jackson in
charge to witness the extractien of the blood and urine. I
returned te the carnival, wherein the District T

s LYy S
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Attorney’s investigator Tom Trujille informed me that he would
contact Assistant District Attorney Jochn Paternoster and discuss
the investigations and facts of the investigation with him.

T informed Mr. Keasey that the carnival was to remain shut down and
1 would return on or before 11:00 a.m. and give him further
direction. We established security of the himalaya for continuing
the investigation, and shortly thereafter at approximately 4:30 I
departed to my residence.

At approximately 7:15 a.m., I returned to the carnival, at which
time I observed Car #10 being dismantled and removed from the
himalaya. Investigator Trujille informed me that Mr._Paternoster
wanted to retain the car as evidence and was pursuing potential
manslaughter charges against the operator of the himalaya and
management of the carnival. I indicated to Mr. Trujillo, we needed
to take Car #13 also, as those were the two cars utilizing the
demonstration as it related to the torpedo latches, security bars,
etc. The cars were dismantled and removed from the himalaya and
transported to the Town of Taos, and secured in a locked security
area, where police tires and equipment are secured.

I returned to the Taos Police Department and prepared
documentation, wherein I directed correspondence to the American
West Carnival Co., Inc. advising them the carnival was closed until

the Safety Inspector could inspect the entire rides at the

carnival, and provide me with dovumentation ‘that -each ride in
question was safe. This decision was based on the safetvy and
welfare of the Community of Taos and all participating in the rides
at the carnival. I served this documentation to the management of
American West Carnival Co., Inc. in Taos, New Mexico. T was
informed by management that the carnival would be torn down and
removed from the Taos area within a 12 hour pericd. I was informed
the carnival would be traveling into the State of Wyoning once it
departed Taocs, -New Mexico.

Attachments: American West Carnival Co., Inc. Business Park
Correspondence - Closing American West Carnival Co.,
Inc. activities in Taos, N.X¥.
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SUPPLEMENT REPORT CASE NUMBER: G-1471A-92

ON JULY 25, 1992 AT 0010 WHILE TRYING TO DISPERSE OF A CROWD COF°
TEENAGERS AT THE MCDONALDS PARKING LOT, I HEARD CEO VIGIL ADVISING
OFFICER JAMES JACKSON (VIA POLICE RADIO) TEAT THERE WAS A VEHICLE
ACCIDENT WITH INJURIES ON PASEC DEL PUEBLO SUR IN FRONT OF WAL~
MART. I PROCEEDED TO THE SCENE WITH EMERGENCY LIGHTS ON. ARRIVING
IN FRONT OF WAL-MART I DIDN'T LOCATE ANY ACCIDENT, CEC VIGIL THEN
CAME BACK ON THE AIR (RADIO) ADVISING THAT SHE HAD JUST RECEIVED
ANOTHER TELEPHONE CALL ON .THE 911 FROM THE SAME GENTELMAN TEAT

HAD REPORTED THE ACCIDENT. CEO VIGIL ADVISED THAT THE MALE SUBJECT
HAD ADVISED HER THAT THREE KIDS HAD FALLEN OFF A RIDE AT THE CARNIVAL
AND WERE INJURED. I THEN PROCEEDED TO LULAC FIELD (WHERE TEE CARNIVAL
WAS SET UP) THROQUGH THE SQUTH ENTRANCE, ALONG THE WAY A MALE SUBJECT
WAS STANDING BY THE ROADWAY AND YELLED AT US, "OVER THERE." POINTING
POWARDS THE CARNIVAL. I THEN PROCEEDED TC THE CARNIVAL WHERE THERE
WAS A MALE SUBJECT WITH A FLASH LIGHT WHO STOPPED ME AND ADVISED

ME, "OUT THERE AT THE HIMALAYON RIDE THREE KIDS FELL DOWN AND

ARF INJURED." ©EVEN BEFORE I COULD BRING MY PATROL UNIT TO A COMPLETE
STOP, SECURITY OFFICER DAVID RIVERA JUMPED OFF THE PATROL UNIT

AND STARTED RUNNING TOWARDS THE HIMALYON RIDE. I STOPPED MY PATROL
UNIT, GOT OFF AND RAN TOWARDS THE HIMALAYON RIDE. WHEN I GOT TO
THE HIMALAYON RIDE ON THE SOUTH SIDE I SAW SECURITY GUARD DAVID
RIVERA AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE TRYING TO EDMINISTER FIRST AID TO

THE TWO YOUNG FEMALE SUBJECTS WHO WERE LYING ON THE PLATFORM.

I THEN RAN TO THE NORTH END. OF THE RIDE, AND CAME UPON

A FEMALE AND MALE SUBJECT TRYING TO COMFORT A YOUNG FEMALE WHO

WAS LYING ON THE RIDE PLATFORM, WHO APPEARED TC BE INJURED ANRD

IN PAIN. AT THE TIME DAVID RIVERA YELLED AT ME AND SAID, "GET

THE AMBULANCE HERE FAST THESE GIRLS ARE PRETTY BADLY HURT." .I

GOT MY WALKIE TALXIE RADIO AND CALLED CEO VIGIL. I TCLD CEO VIGIL™
TO GET THE AMBULANCE TO THE CARNIVAL FAST, AND ALSO TC GET THE
RESCUE SQUAD. AS I WAS STILL TALKING ON THEE WALKIE TALKIE, THE
AMBULANCE ARRIVED AT THE SCENE. I RAN TO WHERE THE AMBULANCE HAD
PARKED, AND ADVISED THE AMBULANCE WHERE THE INJURED PEOPLE WERE.
AMBULANCE PERSONEL THEN RAN TO WHERE THE TWO MORE SERIQUSLY INJURED
PEQOPLE WERE (SOUTH SIDE OF HUMALAYON RIDE} AT THAT TIME THE RESCUE
SQUAD ALSO ARRIVED AT THE SCENE. I RAN TOWARDS THE RESCUE PERSONEL,
WHEN 1 MET WITH GILBERT COHN. I SHOWED MR. COHN WHERE THE OTHER
INJURED PERSON WAS (NORTH SIDE BY THE HIMALAYON RIDE) AFTER A FEW
MINUTES ALL THREE YOUNG FEMALES WERE TRANSPORTED TC THE HOSP.UITAL.

I THEN ADVISED OFFICER TOMMY JEANTETE AND COFFICER ROMERO WHG HAD
ALSO ARRIVED AT THE SCENE TO SECURE THE SCENE. JAMES VIGIL A PHOTOGRAFE
ARRIVED AT THE SCENE I ASKED MR. VIGIL IF HE COULD TAKE SOME PICTURES
OF THE SCENE FR(OM EVERY POSSIBLE ANGLE AND EVIDENCE WHERE IT WAS
FOUND. MR. VIGIL ADVISED THAT HE WOULD BE GLAD TO DO IT. CFFICER
JEANTETE, ROMERO, AND HERRON THEN STARTED COLLECTING EVIDENCE.
OFFICER AYALA THEN ARRIVED AT THE SCENE, AND I SENT OFFICER AYALA

TO THE HOSPITAL TO CHECK ON THE CONDITION OF THE INJURED AND KEEP
POSTED ON THELR CONDITIONS. I ALSO ADVISED CEQ VIGIL TO CALL CHIEF
NEIL CURRAN AND ADVISE HIM OF THE INCIDENT. BY THIS TIME WITH

THE HELP OF THE OTHER OFFICERS AT THE SCENE WE LOCATED WITNESSES

TO THE INCIDENT,. . WE DIRECTED ‘THEM TO OFFICER JAMES JACKSON

WHC WAS TAKING TEEIR STATEMENTS.

OFFICER AP @,&d’#b DATE 27— 25 %2
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Sun 2&8-Aug—-1990

Mewspaper:DT  -Reporter:RB Category:ACC  Illustration:N Location:A3

COUPL LJRT FROM FAIR RIDE
!08—2&—90 PS Roger Burr

Aranand woman were injured early Saturday when a ride hroke at the San
Juan County Fair carnival, the Sheriff ‘s Nepartment said.

Sgt. Marvin Stock identified the injured as Zena JOINE: , 25, Farmington,
and Hart-a . )

Stock, quoting from reports, said the couple was treated at the Fan Juan
<egional Medical tenter smergency room +0or apout tour hours netore being
~eleased around F:45 a.m. _

Emergency rocm personnel said the two had multiple bruises and scrapes,
SLOCK Said. N

Howaver, hospital X-rays revealed no broken banes, Stock said.

tori House, a witness and friend ofeii . s2id the accident happened en
:he Himalaya where it was her impressicn that a lap bar came loose en one of
:he two-person cars. :

House said that WM s face was so swollem upon fher release from the
1ospital that she was almost unrecognizable.

The Himalaya, earlier described as & new ride at the Mesa, Ariz.-based
ymerican West Carnival Co.—owned road show, is a nobsled-style ride that goes.
ip and down around a track.

THIS PaRT wWas CUtT - T

House +old The Daily Times the ride continued to -be used -after the accident -

Carnival manager Ray Parenti was unavailable teo comment to The Daily Times..

Thy 759- 5573
Thos Pivice chicF Weil Curtin
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SUPPLEMENT REPCRT _ CASE NO.: G-1473-92 '

ON 7-26-92 AT APPROXIMATELY 2230 HRS. I WAS CONTACTED AT THE TAOS
POLICE DEPARTMENT BY DENISE SN, (758-1064) BY TELEPHONE IR
REFERENCE TO ABOVE CASE # G-147A-92.

D. <spiBeees SAID THAT SHE WAS ON THE RIDE (HIMALAYA)} WITH HER SISTER
MANUALITA SnESew {758-3051) ON 7-24-92 AT APPROX. 2200 HRS.

D.wpeewes SAID THAT THE CAR THAT THEY WERE RIDING TN, THZ LAP
BAR KEPT RISING UP (UNLATCHING).

4

o WS SAID SHE WAS YELLING FOR THEM TO §TOP THE RIDE BOUT
THE RIDE CONTINUED. ‘

B AND:W.HAD T0 HOLD THE BAR DOWN BY THEMSELVES.

w SAID SHE TOLD ONE OF THE RIDE EMPLOYEES ABOUT THE LAP
TDUBUT SHE SAID HE DID NOT COMMENT ON HER STATEMENT.

~sig@ils DID NOT KNOW WHAT CAR NUMBER THEY HAD BEEN RIDING.
1 apvised D. NG THAT EITHER TOM TRUJILLO OR MYSELF WOULD

_ "CONTACT THEM YRR ANDY ) AND THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
A WRITTEN OR TAPED STATEMENT.

A SUPPLEMENT WILL BE PROVIDED WHEN THE STATEMENTS ARE COMPLETED.

OFFICER <:)/}'u‘-t@@é’0uv B DATE .'7 ‘;)"7':-7-*;
77 een 22




REPORT OF INVESTIGATION G ROTEOOL b OFFICE OF THE
. MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR

OME CARL NUMBRNR

1 tnial

TEAND TIME OF INVESTIGATION
7 Zj’:.?z 0 s 22 tupplemental
ACE OF INVESTIGATION DATE AND TIME PROHGUNCED
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A. Jeantete, Mayor
silmene

ro Archuleta
| Montoya

Ao Town of Taos

avo Cordovwa, Town Manager

W, Curran, Chisf of Police

ART KEASEY A
AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL CO. INC.
3619 E. MAIN

MESA, AZ. 85205

Sir,

22p730C w20
Lr-i>
Town of Tacs

Police Department

107 Civie Plaza Drive
P. Q. Drawer M
Toct, New Mexico 87571

(505) 7582216
Fax: (305) 7585573

As a result of a fatal accident, which occured on 7/25/92, at
‘the American West carnival, at about 12:10 a.m., all rides and
entertainment is to remain closed, until a sfety inspection

can be performed on all rides and epui
The final safety inspection report nee
chief Neil Curran of the Taos Police Dept.

to beginning operation.

ds to be delivered to
in Taos N.M., prior

;?f%?/‘@{gggzia#v s Cloeny Witness:/zg;ic/4b/145-SﬁyZﬁﬁ?Lw

7/;_5;/ 52 23




Eloy A. Jeantete, Mayor

Councilmen:

Arturg Archuleta
Espil Montoya
Bobby F. Duran
Frank }J. Cruz

Gustavo Cordova, Town Manager

Neil W. Curran, Chief of Police

ART KEASEY
AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL CO.
361% E. MAIN

MESA,

Sir,

2s a result of a fatal accident, whi

AZ. 85205

. Town of Tao
Police Departmen

107 Civic Plaza Driv
. P. Q. Drawer A
Tacs, New Maxica 8757

(505) 758.221+
Fax: (505) 758.557:

ch occured on 7/25/92, at

the American West carnival, at about 12:10 a.m., all rides and
entertainment is to remain closed, until a sfety inspection

can be performed on all rides and epuipment.”

The final safety inspection report needs tc be delivered to
Chief Neil Curran-of the Taos Police Dept. in Taos N.M., prior
to beginning operation.

j7;£;/z£(_jééia*» ,éh?f
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SUPPLEMENT REPORY : CASE NO: G-1472-52

N 7-25-82 AT APPROX. 2157 ERS. I ARRIVED AT RIVERA'S EUNERAL HOME
N REFERENCE TO FINGER PRINTING THE DECEASED, yvone N -

I WAS ASSISTED BY OFFICER E. LUCERO IN COMPLETING ONE FINGER PRINT
CARD OF THE DECEASED.

THE CARD IS IN MY POSSESSION AT THIS TIME. THE PURFOSE FOR THE
FINGERPRINTING OF THE DECEASED IS TO TRY TC ESTABLISE IF HER FPINGERPRINT
ARE ON THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FOUND AT THE SCENE. (BEER BOTTLES).

OFFICEQ@?M @dﬁm pate 725G "?,..‘_
77 ;
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SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78217
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P.O.BOX 171225 {512)29.7634

@ertilicate uf Jusirauce
This Certificate of Insurance neither affirmatively nor neqatively amends, extends or alters the

coverage afforded by the policy (ies) described hereon, andisissued asa matt@r of information
and confers no rights upon the Holder.

The Policy identified helow by a Palicy Mamberis in foron on the dots af eortifieatns iexuanes, Insurnner is aflarded anly vith
resprct to thnse coverages for which a eprrific fimit of linbility has been entered and iz subject to alf the terms of the Podny having
reference thereto. Nothing hermin contained shall modify any provision of said Palicy.

In the svent of enncellstion of the Poliny the enmprny Iwuing snid Policy will mnka all eagnnshin oflact tn snnd MHatien ol
Canenilation to the certificate hoider at the address shown harein, hut the company axsurnes no rrsponsihility for any rristakn pr
{or failure to give such notice.

Any Crenival nr Clrane Linkility Insneanee mnde a part af the Paliny inchnlee ns 2 perenn ineurad with reepant 16 an sirorenen
1aking place ata Camivol or Clreus site {11 Tha Fair ne Exhibition Assncintion, sponsoring organization or committze (2) Tae owner
or leasee thereof and (3} A municipality granfing the Narmed Insured permission to operate,

% R .‘ »_gpf«.;_ ‘u\;lu
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TAOCS, COLFAX, UNION COUNTIES

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

EXAMINATION RECORDS RELEASE

: C! TAQE COUNTY ._?.(:f -;_"' .

PLEASE REPLY TO:

"‘._”' B, O, DRAWER E - .
- TAGS, HEW MEXICS nsn -
" {woes: 7St~ ln: :

El COLFAX COUNTY
P.O.BOX 1414
RATON, NEW MEXICO §7740
{505} t45.5514&

T unioN counTyY
PO EGX 642
CLAYTON, NEW MEXICO 88
[sos] 374-2589

I Zéﬂu iggu;r/d. 'h e -hereby

authorize /¥oécg s /%Q)S?ﬁ7“291;_w

to release all examination or medlcal T

ecords pertaining

to

to DG b

" the Eighth-Juéicial District Attorney's Office,

P.O._Drawer E, Taos, New Mexico.
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cpse = ALBUQUERQUERE

U.8. CONSUMER PRODUCT
' EAXPHTY COMMIEBION
MENORANDUM Albuguarqus Regident Offlice

UNITED STATES GOVERNMEXNT

70 . Debbis Tinsworth, REDI Datat 7~27-92

K
FROM 1 fgrvan Allen, POWR-ABQ

SUBJECT: Himalaya Mobile Amusement Ride Death, Taocs, HM

Hers 4is the clipping we digcussad this morning. The incident
occurred about 1 A.M. Saturday, 7-2%-93.

1n additicn, I 6aW & raport on Albuquerqus Ty last night. IT was
gtatad tha carnival had moved out from Tagg 16 an undisclosed
Tocation on Sunday. The Tacs Police chief was interviswed during
the newa RnOoW I Baw, and probably agrlier., Hs reportad Lhey hava
evidencs indicating the thres girls had on saisty palts, out thess
were zt their -full extanaion; the safaty har at the frvent of the
car may not have 1atched mropar&y:'the“cperatcr-of the Tlda waa
pelisved to only be 16 years old and thars are indications of the
improper use of alcohol, The chief also said ths carnival could net
producs & aurrsnt inapasction raport for lhia zids.

The Tace police‘appear to still nave tha car from the ride in which
+he victimzs werd riding. The TV news program showed this car and
+he officers axamining it. ! have not sontactsd the Taos police.
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G207300 WL boi.
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Lxh b1 o
TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT .
REPORT MADE BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN
- DATE: JULY 28, 1992

FILE NO.: Gil47A-5%2

VICTINM:

AGE: 22 -
HISPANIC FEMALE -
DOB: 07-21-70

WITNESSES: William A. Buchmiller
~ Patricia Buchmiller
Stephanie Wise

on July 27, 1992, between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m., I interviewed
the above three subjects who were participants at the American West
Carnival Co., Inc. riding the Himalaya at approximately 11:30 p.m.
‘on Friday, July 24, 1992. The following summary of the interview
is being submitted. )

At approximately 11:30 p.m., July 24, 1992, Friday evenirg, Mr. and
Mes. Buchmiller .took their niece Stephanie Wise and her mother to
+the American West Carnival, located near the Wal-Mart Store in
Taos, New Mexico to participate on the rides.

At approximately 11:30 p.m., Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller along with
Stephanie Wise had purchased two books of tickets for the purpose
of riding different rides at the carnival, producing five tickets
each to ride the himalaya. The cost would edquate to approximately
$2.00 each. As they entered the himalaya, they noticed a height
marker which indicated the height a young person would have to be
prior to riding the himalaya. Stephanie Wise exceeded this height
and entered the himalaya with Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller. Mr. and
Mrs. Buchmiller are large adults. Mrs. Buchmiller weights 224
.1bs., Mr. Buchmiller weights 220 1lbs and Stephanie Wise weighs
approximately 110 1lbs. for a total weight of 554 lbs. The riders
did not notice the weight safe requirement of 250 lbs. per car when
+they entered the ride. The operator did not bring it to their
attention, and all three individuals entered one car, Mrs.
Buchmiller on the inside, Stephanie Wise in the middle and Mr.
Buchmiller on the exterior next to the cat walk. There were three
attendants, one an operator and two individuals assisting with
loading and off loading participants of the ride. One individual
was identified as a young Spanish male subject with skort black
hair, baseball cap turned around backwards and a tank top. The
individual operating the ride that was occupying the bcoth was
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jdentified as an older male subject, blonde hair. The other

subject was identified as a young male subject, about 5’7" with
prownish blonde hair, no particular hair style and wearing a T-
Shirt. :

when the Buchmiller group were assisted into the car, they had
_ problems with the seat belt. The two young men came over and
assisted one individual, moved the seat and adjusted the seat Ddelt
on the rod near the flcor allowing maximum width to  allow the
Buchmiller’s *to secure the seat belt. once the seat belt was
secured, the security was latched. Prior to-accomplishing all of
the securing of the seat belt and the security bar, at one point
the operator began moving the ride forward and was guickly stopped
as a result that the security -mechanisms hadn’t been complezely
fastened.

2t this point, the young Spanish male operator switched the
Buchmiller group, putting Mrs. Buchmiller in the middle, Stephanie
Wise on the inside and Mr. Buchmiller on the exterior by the cat
walk.

The ride was started and within a short period of time, began to
-gain momentum and the security latch on the security bar
disengaged, causing the occupants to be thrown forward. At ithat
time, Mr. Buchmiller who was on the outside grabbed the edge of the
==t “with -one =arm (his left arm) and holding -the security bar down
with his right arm and began yelling for the ride to stop. Shertly
thereafter, one of the operators told him to keep his arm insi.de,
and they yelled to stop the ride as the security bar had come
icose. The ride indeed was stopped. The young Spanish man came
over. They explained what had happened. He told them they were
too heavy. At that point, Mr. Buchmiller chose to get out of the
ride and was instructed to get into another car. He chose not to
participate in the ride at that point. The people behind their car
became aggravated because of the inconvenience they were having in
being seated, secured, stopping the ride and rearranging their
seating positions, and resecuring the seat belt and the security
bar.

Shortly thereafter, the ride began once more. Once agalr., when the
momentum was increased, the security bar released, causing Mrs.
Buchmiller and Stephanie to be thrown forward. At this time, Mrs.
Buchmiller reached outside the car, held on to the car with the
left hand, and held on to the security bar with the right hand.
Mrs. Buchmiller and Stephanie used their feet and the curvature of
the fleoor to assist in securing themselves in such a manner to
prohibit from being ejected from the car. Once the ride had
stopped, they again brought it to the attention of the Spanish
operator that the safety latch on the security bar had released.
The operator stated that it was because Mrs. Buchmiller was too big.
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Mr. and Mrs. Buchmiller were under the opinion that the operitors
were not interested in determining what caused the latch to
release, but were interested in continuing the rides to the extent
_that each felt that the operators were high and/or intoxicatad.

When Mr. Buchmiller disembarked from the car, he observec the
torpedo latch mechanism. He described it as a black plastic object
that had finger grips around it, and observed that the latch was
pent and not sitting correctly upon the flat surface of the latch.
Once the ride was completed by Mrs. Buchmiller and Stephanie, they
advised the operator that the bar was releasing and departed the
 himalaya and the park. They did not observe the accident which
occurred at approximately 12:34. 4
/B
Their entire ride, loading and off loading took ten to fifteen
minutes, leaving the park somewhere between 11:45 p.m. and 12:01
a.Mm.

N B e A Paéj/ 25—, /995
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“William A. Buéhmiller
( fh ,(.r'U r’?f';(. /5E.L£’,LY) LL/E&Z/\ ’\,;: Lf,q { @“/C??,; '

*patricia Buchmiller *Dye Q

, 1992.
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Notary Public
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT e
‘TAOS POLICE DEPARTMENT i T
REPORT BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN /]t
DATE: JULY 28, 1992 P
o~
FILE RO.: Gi47A~-9%2
- DEATH/CRIMINAIL INV TON
VICTIM: YVONNE E.
AGE: 22

HISPANIC FEMALE
DCB: Q07-21-70

WITHESSES: WILLIAM IXO
AGE: 11
P.8B.#: 758-3868

TED CORDOVA
AGE: 10

P.S.#: 758~8583

P.0. BOX 3250

TAOS, N.M. 87571 -

On July 27, 1992 I received a telephone call which revealed that
William Iko and Ted Cordova attended the carnival in Taos, " New
Mexico on July 24, 1992.

I arranged to interview the two boys at approximately 2:00 p.m. on -
Tuly 28, 1992. The interview continued to approximately 2:30 p.m.
William Iko was accompanied by his mother who is the aunt of Ted
Cordova. The following details are a recap of the activities of
the two young men on Friday, July 24, 1992 between the hours of
5:30 p.m. and approximately 7:30 p.m.

The two young men attended the American West Carnival which was
located southwest of Wal-Mart in Taos, New Mexico. The younyg men
"arrived at the carnival at approximately 5:30 and went to the area
of the himalaya, which was not operating at the time and not
accepting rides from participants of the carnival. In observing
the ride, they observed an individual who was in the booth area
which was acting as a boss/supervisor. He was approximately 30
Years old, short brown hair, dirty clothes wearing a white torn T-
shirt, levi pants and had a mustache. This individual directed two
other young men, who were referred to as operators to get a wrench
and tighten the bolts and to check the nets. One of the young men
said, "Oh Shit", but went and got the wrench, but did not tighten
the bolts by utilizing the wrench, but used his hand on the bolt
and never utilized the wrench on the bolt. Operator #J1. was
described as a black haired, dark complected male indivicual,
approximately age 16, 578", medium built, tank top and levis.
Operator #2 was identified as having black hair, light complexion,
older, approximately age 18. The two young men coculd not remember
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what he was wearing.

At that time, the two young men continued to walk around the
carnival, and participated in other rides at the carnival. They
returned to the himalaya and made arrangements to ride the
himalaya. They noticed the height sign as they entered the
himalaya. Both exceeded the height sign and were eligible to ride
the himalaya. Operator #1 and Operator #2 assisted individuals in
disembarking from the himalaya and boarding the himalaya. ‘They
were assisted in getting into the himalaya. They had difficul:ies
fastening the seat belt. Ted Cordova jerked on the seat bel’ to
t+he extent it released from under the seat and was allowecd to
tighten the seat belt around himself and William in a very tight
manner. The security bar was secured in place. William Tko
observed the latch mechanism, describing the brown knob on the
exterior of the car and the torpedo latch. Using an illustraition
of his fore-finger, thumb and index finger, he illustrated that the
bolt entered a circular securing mechanism on the security bar.
William and Ted noticed that the latching mechanism was barely
catching on the end of the bolt.

They had no difficulties once the ride began. With the security
bar, it remained in place. As the ride began to gain speed and
+raveled around the 360 degrees, gaining elevatien and dropping in
elevation, the young men began to bounce up and down upon the seat.
“The seat belt appeared to ‘have released as it did not fit tightly
as it did in the beginning of the ride. As momentum increased, the
young men were thrown to the outside (or the left side of the car)
and held themselves together to support themselves throughout the
ride. The seat belt latch mechanism did not release, although it
was not tight around their waist as it had been earlier. The young
men received instructions to keep their hands on a braided part of
a security bar. The security bar was securad and checked by the
operator that assisted them in the car. The operator assisted in -
getting them out of the car, releasing the security bar, releasing
the seat belt and they departed the ride with no incidents.

They returned to their residence sometime between 7:30 p.m. and
8:00 p.m. on the same date.
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REPORT BY: CHIEF NEIL W. CURRAN /
DATE: JULY 26, 1992 <

FPILE NO: Gl47A-92
. DEATH/CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION
VICTIM: YVONNE E.

on July 27, 1992 at approximately 9:15 a.m., I received a call from
Mr. Bill Papich, Farmington Daily Times, Public Service No. 325-
4545 Extension 222 who informed me the American West Carmival
Company was involved in a similar accident in San Juan County, New
Mexico on or about August 25, 1990. Mr. Papich did not have actual
information, only that two individuals were injured, Zena Hendrix,
age 25 and Bart Lowe, age 23. They were transported to the San
Juan Regional Hospital, receiving medical attention and vere
released approximately 4 hours later. The report was released to
the local newspaper by Sergeant Marvin Stock of the San Juan County
Sheriff’s oOffice.

I telephone the San Juan County Sheriff’s Department and discussed
the investigation with Sergeant Marvin Stock who indicated he
remembered briefly about the investigation involving American West
Carnival Company. He advised he would research thelr files and
forward to me by FAX a copy of the offense/incident report. At
approximately 10:46 a.m. on July 27, 1992 I received the
offense/incident report from the San Juan County Sheriff’s office

dated August 25, 1990 which provides data relating “to~the =miwFy ot -

7ena Hendrix and Bart Lowe while being occupants in a car of the
himalaya, which also ejected the two occupants from the vehicle in
which they occupied. The himalaya is a ride of the American West
Carnival Co., 3619 West Main, Mesa, AZ 85205. -

Also, Mr. Bill Papich of the Farmington Daily Times informed me
that he would attempt to obtain the newspaper article concerning
the news release as it relates to this incident. There were
additional articles generated pursuant to the accident, which
indicates that American West Carnival Co. was only in existence for
the past two or three years. Material will be forwarded in
conjunction with this investigation if indeed this is true.

Attachments: Document/San Juan County Sherigf’s Department Report
Case # 90-001951 - August '25, 19%0
Newspaper Report of Farmington Daily Times
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CARNIVAL, SAN JUAN COUNTY FAIR
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VICTIM-01: =l LORs 10/12/64 Racwe: W Sex: F

I e -+ a7401 Fhone: W‘“ adu/Juv: A
FOR: Halr: Eve: Hgts gt: Hid:
Businexs Name: BaM JUAN COLLEGE

L{STUDENT) Fhonas 3246-33114
FARMINGTOH,NM 87401 '

Time: 00z 15~
Clocing Nfficer: 000131 TUCKER,D
RD: RE28
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vICTIN-02: - DRz 11/18/64

Apt: 3012 Stater MM Zip: B7401 Fhone: ool ~du/Juv: A
POXR: Hadrs Evas - Hgt: Wgt: Hid:
dusiness Mame: TOP DECK LOUNCE

Race: W HSex: M

. Fhone: 3285-15483
FARMINGTOH,NM 87401 :

B et T P ——— B e

DOR: 09/20/42 Race: W Sex: M

Aptr  Brate: NM Zip: B7410. Fhone: QNG 00 000 &
PRy

4y Hairs Eyes Hgt: Wgt: Bl
einesg MName: SJC MOCGEE PK~MANAGER

Phone: B05 3I25-5415
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USPECT-01+ AMERICAN WEST CARNIVAL COD
34619 E HAIN, MESA

Al State: AZ Zip: 85205 Fhone: 602 830-0%41
Cemtact:

Briver Licenses
CIT: FB1:
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~gar RURAL .

Docial Security:
Hooking Number:

Additional Description: CARNIVAL/THROWN RIDE
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T OAPFROXTMATELY 060: 10 HRS GW 08-25-50 WRITER WASR DISFATCHED TO THF CARHIQAL At
. SAN JIaN CIHINTY FATR ON A REFORT OF & ALCIDENT AT OHE OF THE RIDESR

ON - ARRIVAL  WRITER  HFILPED  LOAD  OHE
HLOWED IT TO THE EMERGENCY ROOM,
e STATED THEY,

Or  THE YICTIMS IN THY AHEBULANCE AND
WRTTER INTERVIEWED ROTH VICTIMS, MR, ART

(HIMSELF AND ZENA HERDLRYX, VICTIM MO. 1) WERE RIDING THE
T S T R L T I T I ML M M AT P G o e PEE LN s ey S R R N N N R N O e R O N S R R I T M T s ST ST S T e
n Juan County Sheviff's OFFfice Roger Lasater, Sheriff
U 8. Oliver, Aztec, Hew Msxico 87410 . (5053348107
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Repor Lled Date: 0B/25/90 Timer Q0253 Cagser P0-001951 " Page: 2
Code: 001 MI Crime: MISCELLANEOUS Clawnsa: 330700

HIMALAYHA AND WERE COMING OVER ONF OF THE HUMRS fH THE RIDE WHEN THE SAFETY EBAF
CAaME DOFEM AND THEY WERE EJECTED,

MISS, HEMDRIX STATED SHE WAG STTTIMG OH THE INSIDF OF THE RIDE MEXT TO MR. LowWe
AND WASHIT SURE WHAT HARPEMED, SHE STATED THAT ALL SHE KNEUW WAS THE SAFETY BAF
CAME DFEN ANMD SHE WAS EJEGTED.

BOTH VICTEMS MERE TREATID AT SAH JUAN REUIONaL  HOSFITAL, MISS. HENDRIX WAS X-
RATED AND FOUND  NMOT TO HAVE AMNY RROKEM ROMES ORLY BEUISES AMD MINOR CUTS, MR,
LOWE WAS REFORTED HAVIMG MINOR ABRASIOHS AMND BRHISES.

;HRITER CONTADTED THE  MAMACER OF MOGEE PARK, JIM PARNELL WHO STATED ME aMD T
CHAMAGER OF THE  SARNMIVAL  THSPERTED THE RIDE AFTER THE ACCIDENT, THE NFEXT DAY

. PARKLIL  9TATEDR  THAT IT WAR & HFW  RTIF Qi IN LROM CANADE  AMD k
“ERBUNALLY TRIED TO OPEN EANH  HAFETY RAR N THE RIDE, HE STATED THE NNLY We
THE RAKS COULD Do OraZeiin WAL TG PUSH THE  RELE&ASFE  RUTTOMN. HE. FAatNELL  STair
THAT THE RIDE WAS TN YHE Si0W  DOWN  STAGE WHEN THE ACCIDENT  JCCURRED  Ah
JELIRVEYS THE VIETIHG WERE  THM & HURRY T GET TO ANOTHER RIDF  aND OFENED Th
AFETY LLATCH. '

BeIVER COULD BMIELL  TIHD STRAUG NDOK OF & INTOMICATING  LIGUOK Ok WOTH v 2M5
WY NOFS MOT KAoW TF (T COMTRIBUTED TD THFE ACCIDLOHT. :
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Feporlted Date: QRA27/90  Time: Case: 90-00195% Fage: 1
Codp: 001 MI Crimer MISCELLAMEQUS Clasms: 3I30700
Deoenvrence Date: 0B/725/90~ Days BATURDAY - Timeys GQz115=-
Status: C Clearave: E .Closing Officer: 000151 TUCKER,D
Locations 591 US44, CCO Ri: BEZG

CARMIVAL, SAN JUAN COUNTY FAIR
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NITHMESS-01r SMITH LUELLA DORt CA/Q7/787 Rater W Gex: F

843 COLUMRIMNE §7., BL

fpts Statey NM  Zips 87413 Frone: &£32~3924 adus/Juv: A

Ebs Hair: Fyes Hgts Wgt Bid:
Hitsiness Mame: HUNINHGTON CONMOCO

EAST EBROADWAY (CLERK) EFhane: I27~54114

FARMINGTOMN, MM 87401
WITNESS-02: JOHNBON MAROLET BOR: Q3I/3IO/TY Race: W Séx: F

PO BOX 101 BLOOMFIELD, CO

fp e State: NM  Zip: 87413 Fhionas 433-8&52 sdusduv:

F0FR: Hairze Eve: Hgte Wgt: kld:
Business MName: STUDENT

Fhones
v s e eee JUVENTLE CHFOREATION = e e :
Farent?s Mame: ‘
Buginess Phanes . fddress:
| Schools
Counmelar:

e e smmm s e ar e etz RARNMNATIVE smmroms o onmes oo e me = grss mm 200 20 07 2005 200 00 e g I T I T9 37 0 T 00 200 W Y R W

O OR~27-%0 AT AFPROXIMATELY 10:29 HRS MRITER INTERVIEWED MRS. LUELLA SMITH AND
MS8. HARDLET  JOHMSOM 0N THE  FROBLEMS THEY THCURRED WITH THE HIMALAYHA, @&
CARMIVAL RIDE a&T THE SAH JUaAM COUTY FALR.

MRS, 8MITH STATER THAT  8HFE AND HER STSTER H. JOHNSON WFRE OM THE RIDE JU&Y
BEFDRE THE ACCIDENT AND THAT THE SAFETY BAR ON THE SEAT  THEY WERE IH WOULD HOT
LATEH, BME STATFD THAT SHE THLD THE ATTEMDAMT  ANP HE DID NMOT SEFM TQ COMCERWED
ARDUT TT. HRS. SHMITH STAYED THEY HAD TG WUOLD THE BAR DOUN  THE WHOLE RIDE &ND
THOUGHY THEY MIGHT BE THROWN 0.

MR. JOHNZOM STATED THAT SHE DIDH'T THINK  THE RIDZ ATTEMDANT WAS CONCERHED WHEHN
HE WAS TOLD Tk BAR  WOULD NOT LATCH, SHE ALSBO STATED THAT THE RaR HAD TO BE
HELD BDUN THE WHOLE RIDE.

3an Juan County Shwriffls Dffics Roger Lasater, Sherzff
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