U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

June 8, 1998
CERTIFIED MAIL

Ms. Jessica Flynn
KEYE 42

10700 Metric Boulevard
Austin, TX 78758

Re: FOIA Reguest S804117: Himalaya Amusement Rides / Complants, Reported Ircidents
Injuries and Investigations of Incidents / File Search 1981 to the Present

Dear Ms. Flynn:

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to your
request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are enclosed.

The enclosed records constitute eight Epidemiologic Investigation Reports with the underlying
and supporting documentation. The Commission has received this information from its formal
investigation systems. Through these systems the Commission hopes to leamn when specific
products are associated with illness, injury or death. The Commission believes that it has
taken reasonable steps to assure the accuracy of this information. While conducting the
interviews for the investipation reports, Commission staff or contractors have spoken with the
individuals involved or with others who witnessed or are familiar with the incidents Where
possible, Commission staff have examined the products reportedly involved in the incidents.
Although the Commission has investigated the incidents described in the investigation reports,
the Commission has not necessarily determined the cause of the incidents.

Other records from the Commission files responsive to your request relate to four
product complaints and reported incidents that the Commission has obtained from consumers,
attorneys for consumers and others. The Commission has not received confirmation of the
accuracy of the information in the complaints and reported incidents. Pursuant to Exemption
3 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3) and section 6(b)(1) of the Consumer Product Safety Act
(CPSA), 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(1), and our regulations, 16 C.F.R. § 1101.32, we must withhold
the unconfirmed product complaints and reported incidents.

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 2087.4-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0785, Facsimile (301) 5040127, E-Mail www.islevensondicpsc.gov
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FOIA Exemption 3 provides for the withholding from disclosure of matters that are
specifically exempted from disclosure by another statute. In applying FOIA Exemption 3, we
are relying on section 6(b)(1) of the CPSA. That section prohibits the Commission from
disclosing information about a consumer product that identifies a2 manufacturer or private
labeler unless the Commission has taken “reasonable steps” to assure that the information is
accurate, that disclosure is fair in the circumstances, and that disclosure will be reasonably
related to effectuating the purposes of the laws that the Commission administers. Sece
Commission regulation, 16 C.F.R. § 1101.32. The Commission's policy is to withhcld each
consumer complaint and reported incident unless: (1) the Commission has conducted an
investigation of the complaint and reported incident, and the investigation corroboraes the
substance of the complaint and reported incident; (2) the Commission has conductec or
obtained a technical, scientific, or other evaluation of the product that is the subject of the
complaint and reported incident, and evaluation corroborates the substance of the information
contained in the complaint and reported incident; or (3) the consumer or person reporting or
submitting the incident confirms the accuracy of the information. The Commission did not
take any of these steps with regard to these certain consumer complaints and reported
incidents responsive to your request. While it has been Commission practice since June 1983
to seek confirmation of incoming consumer complaints and incidents, the Commission does
not have the resources to seek confirmation of the complaints and incidents where a consumer
has not responded to our request for confirmation of the information.

You will note that in the documents disclosed information that could identify
injured parties and persons treating them has been deleted, because section 25(c) of the
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2074(c)(1), prohibits such disclosures without the consent of thcse
individuals. In some cases the parties have denied consent or consent has not otherwise been
obtained.

We must withhold other records from the Commission's Office of Compliance
active law enforcement investigatory file designated CA980057, pursuant to the FOIA
Exemptions 5 and 7(A), 5 US.C. §§ 552(b)(5) and (b)(7}(A). Exemption 5 provides for the
withholding from disclosure of inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda which would not be
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exernption
7(A) provides for the withholding from disclosure records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings.

The records being withheld consist of internal staff memoranda and correspondence
containing recommendations, opinions, suggestions and analyses of the Commission's
technical and legal staffs. The records constitute both predecisional and deliberative
discussion that clearly falls within the attorney-client and attorney-work product privileges.
Any factual materials in the records not covered by some other exemption are inextricably
intertwined with exempt materials or the disclosure of the factua! materials would i:self
expose the deliberative process. We have determined that the disclosure cf these certamn law
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enforcement investigatory records responsive to your request would be contrary to the public
interest. It would not be in the public interest to disclose these materials because disclosure
would (1) impair the frank exchange of views necessary with respect to such matters, and
(2) prematurely reveal information used in the investigation, thereby interfering with this and
other matters by disclosing the government's basis for pursuing this matter.

According to the Commission's regulations implementing the FOIA at
16 C.FR. § 1015.7, a denial of access to records may be appealed to the General Counsel of
the Commission within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter. An appeal must be in
writing and addressed to: FOIA APPEAL, General Counsel, ATTN: Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207.

You may want to resubmit your request for the Office of Compliance file in a few
months upon completion of the case. Processing this request, performing the file searches and
reviewing the information, cost the Commission $125.00. In this instance, we have decided
to waive all of the charges.

Deputy Seretary and
Freedom of Information Officer

Enclosure

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408
Telephone (301} 504-0785, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mail www.tstevensoni@opse. gov




U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

June 8, 1998
CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. John A. Dalimonte

Karon & Dalimonte

85 Devonshire Street, Suite 1000
Boston, MA 02109

Re: FOIA Request S805035 (signed by Travis Jacobs)(consolidated with request S803054):
Himalava Amusement Rides / Complaints, Reported Incidents, Injuries and Investigations of
Incidents / File Search 1981 to the Present

Dear Mr. Dalimonte:

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to your
request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are enc.osed.

The enclosed records constitute eight Epidemiologic Investigation Reports with the underlying
and supporting documentation. The Commission has received this information from: its formal
investigation systems. Through these systems the Commission hopes to learn when specific
products are associated with illness, injury or death. The Commission believes that it has
taken reasonable steps to assure the accuracy of this information. While conducting the
interviews for the investigation reports, Commission staff or contractors have spoken with the
individuals involved or with others who witnessed or are familiar with the incidents. Where
possible, Commission staff have examined the products reportedly involved in the incidents.
Although the Commission has investigated the incidents described in the investigation reports,
the Commission has not necessarily determined the cause of the incidents.

Other records from the Commission files responsive to your request relate to four
product complaints and reported incidents that the Commission has obtainad from consumers,
attorneys for consumers and others. The Commission has not received confirmation of the
accuracy of the information in the complaints and reported incidents. Pursuant to Exemption
3 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3) and section 6(b)(1) of the Consumer Product Safety Act
(CPSA), 15 U.S.C. § 2055(b)(1), and our regulations, 16 C.FR. § 1101.3Z, we must withhold
the unconfirmed product complaints and reported incidents.

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0783, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mai www.istevensonfiopse.gov
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FOIA Exemption 3 provides for the withholding from disclosure of matters that are
specifically exempted from disclosure by another statute. In applying FOIA Exemption 3, we
are relying on section 6(b)(1) of the CPSA. That section prohibits the Cormission from
disclosing information about a consumer product that identifies a manufacturer or private
labeler unless the Commission has taken "reasonable steps” to assure that the information 1s
accurate, that disclosure is fair in the circumstances, and that disclosure will be reasonably
related to effectuating the purposes of the laws that the Commission administers. See
Commission regulation, 16 CFR. § 1101.32. The Commission's policy is to withhold each
consumer complaint and reported incident unless: (1) the Commission has conducted an
investigation of the complaint and reported incident, and the investigation corroborates the
substance of the complaint and reported incident; (2) the Commission has conducted or
obtained a technical, scientific, or other evaluation of the product that is the subject of the
complaint and reported incident, and evaluation corroborates the substance of the information
contained in the complaint and reported incident; or (3) the consumer or person reporting or
submitting the incident confirms the accuracy of the information. The Commission did not
take any of these steps with regard to these certain consumer complaints and reported
incidents responsive to your request. While it has been Commission practice since June 1983
to seek confirmation of incoming consumer complaints and incidents, the Commission does
not have the resources to seek confirmation of the complaints and incidents where a consumer
has not responded to our request for confirmation of the information.

You will note that in the documents disclosed information that could identify
injured parties and persons treating them has been deleted, because section 25(c) of the
CPSA, 15 US.C. § 2074(c)(1), prohibits such disclosures without the consent of those
individuals. In some cases the parties have denied consent or consent has not otherwise been
obtained.

We must withhold other records from the Commission's Office of Compliance
active law enforcement investigatory file designated CA980057, pursuant to the FOIA
Exemptions 5 and 7(A), 5 US.C. §§ 552(b)(5) and (b)(7)(A). Exemption 5 provides for the
withholding from disclosure of inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda which would not be
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exernption
7(A) provides for the withholding from disclosure records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings.

The records being withheld consist of internal staff memoranda and correspondence
containing recommendations, opinions, suggestions and analyses of the Commission's
technical and legal staffs. The records constitute both predecisional and deliberative
discussion that clearly falls within the attorney-client and attomney-work product privileges.
Any factual materials in the records not covered by some other exemption are inextricably
intertwined with exempt materials or the disclosure of the factual materials would isself
expose the deliberative process. We have determined that the disclosure of these certain law




Mr. John A. Dalimonte
Karon & Dalimonte
Page 3

enforcement investigatory records responsive to your request would be contrary to the public
interest. It would not be in the public interest to disclose these materials because disclosure
would (1) impair the frank exchange of views necessary with respect to such matters, and
(2) prematurely reveal information used in the investigation, thereby interfering with this and
other matters by disclosing the government's basis for pursuing this matter.

According to the Commission's regulations implementing the FOIA at
16 CFR. § 1015.7, a denial of access to records may be appealed to the General Counsel of
the Commission within thirty {30) days of your receipt of this letter. An appeal must be in
writing and addressed to: FOIA APPEAL, General Counsel, ATTN: Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207

You may want to resubmit your request for the Office of Compliance file in a few
months upon completion of the case. Processing this request, performing the file searches and
reviewing the information, cost the Commission $125.00. In this instance, we have decided
to waive all of the charges.

Sincerely, {'/—' )

Todd A. Steve
Deputy Secfetary and
Freedom of Information Qfficer

Enclosures

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 208 4-4408
Telephone (301} 504-0785, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mail www tstevenson@cpsc.gov




U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

June 8, 1998
CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Mike Ward

Reporter, Austin American-Statesman
305 South Congress Avenue

P.O. Box 670

Austin, TX 78767-0670

Re: FOIA Request $805036:; Himalava Amusement Rides / Complaints, Reported Incidents,
Iniuries and Investipations of Incidents / File Search 1981 to the Present

Dear Mr. Ward:

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to your
request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are enclosed.

The enclosed records constitute eight Epidemiologic Investigation Reports with the underlying
and supporting documentation. The Commission has received this information from its formal
investigation systems. Through these systems the Commission hopes to learn when specific
products are associated with illness, injury or death. The Commission believes that it has
taken reasonable steps to assure the accuracy of this information. While conducting the
interviews for the investigation reports, Commission staff or contractors have spoken with the
individuals involved or with others who witnessed or are familiar with the incidents. Where
possible, Commission staff have examined the products reportedly involved in the incidents.
Although the Commission has investigated the incidents described in the investigation reports,
the Commission has not necessarily determined the cause of the incidents.

Other records from the Commission files responsive to your request relate to four
product complaints and reported incidents that the Commission has obtained from consumers,
attorneys for consumers and others. The Commission has not received confirmation of the
accuracy of the information in the complaints and reported incidents. Pursuant to Exemption
3 of the FOIA, 5 US.C. § 552(b)(3) and section 6(b)(1) of the Consumer Product Safety Act
(CPSA), 15 US.C. § 2055(b)(1), and our regulations, 16 C.F.R. § 1101.32, we mus: withhold
the unconfirmed product complaints and reported incidents.

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 208! 4-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0785, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mail www istevenson(@cpsc.gov
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FOIA Exemption 3 provides for the withholding from disclosure of matters that are
specifically exempted from disclosure by another statute. In applying FOIA Exemption 3, we
are relying on section 6(b)(1) of the CPSA. That section prohibits the Commission from
disclosing information about a consumer product that identifies a manufacturer or private
labeler unless the Commission has taken "reasonable steps” to assure that the information is
accurate, that disclosure is fair in the circumstances, and that disclosure will be reasonably
related to effectuating the purposes of the laws that the Commission administers. See
Commission regulation, 16 CF.R. § 1101.32. ‘The Commission's policy is to withhold each
consumer complaint and reported incident unless: (1) the Commission has conducted an
investigation of the complaint and reported incident, and the investigation corroborazes the
substance of the complaint and reported incident; (2) the Commission has conductec. or
obtained a technical, scientific, or other evaluation of the product that is the subject of the
complaint and reported incident, and evaluation corroborates the substance of the information
contained in the complaint and reported incident; or (3) the consumer or person reporting or
submitting the incident confirms the accuracy of the information. The Commission did not
take any of these steps with regard to these certain consumer complaints and reported
incidents responsive to your request. While it has been Commission practice since June 1983
to seek confirmation of incoming consumer complaints and incidents, the Commission does
not have the resources to seek confirmation of the complaints and incidents where a consumer
has not responded to our request for confirmation of the information.

You will note that in the documents disclosed information that could identify
injured parties and persons treating them has been deleted, because section 25(c) of the
CPSA, 15 U.S.C. § 2074(c)(1), prohibits such disclosures without the consent of those
individuals. In some cases the parties have denied consent or consent has not otherwise been
obtained. '

We must withhold other records from the Commission's Office of Compliance
active law enforcement investigatory file designated CA980057, pursuant to the FOIA
Exemptions 5 and 7(A), 5 US.C. §§ 552(b)(5) and (b}(7}(A). Exemption 5 provides for the
withholding from disclosure of inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda which would not be
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exemption
7(A) provides for the withholding from disclosure records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings.

The records being withheld consist of internal staff memoranda and correspondence
containing recommendations, opinions, suggestions and analyses of the Commission's
technical and legal staffs. The records constitute both predecisional and deliberative
discussion that clearly falls within the attorney-client and attorney-work product privileges.
Any factual materials in the records not covered by some other exemption are inextricably
intertwined with exempt materials or the disclosure of the factual materials would itself
expose the deliberative process. We have determined that the disclosure of these certain law
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enforcement investigatory records responsive to your request would be contrary to the public
interest. It would not be in the public interest to disclose these materials because disclosure
would (1) impair the frank exchange of views necessary with respect to such matters, and
(2) prematurely reveal information used in the investigation, thereby interfering with this and
other matters by disclosing the govermnment's basis for pursuing this matter.

According to the Commission's regulations implementing the FOIA at
16 C.FR. § 1015.7, a denial of access to records may be appealed to the General Counsel of
the Commission within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter. An appeal must be in
writing and addressed to: FOIA APPEAL, General Counsel, ATTN: Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207,

You may want to resubmit your request for the Office of Compliance file in a few
months upon completion of the case. Processing this request, performing the file searches and
reviewing the information, cost the Commission $125.00. In this instance, we have decided
to waive all of the charges.

Deputy Secretary and
Freedom of Information Officer

Enclosure

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 302, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0785, Facsimile (301} $04-0127, E-Mail www tslevenson@cpsc.gov




U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

June 8, 1598
CERTIFIED MAIL

Ms. Linda J. Burgess

Hughes & Luce

111 Congress Avenue, Suite 900
Austin, TX 78701

Re: FOIA Reqguest $804123 (and S805048): Himalaya Amusement Ride / Investigation of
March 1998 Incident in Austin TX (980320CWE7133)

Dear Ms. Burgess:

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to your
request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are enclosed.
The enclosed records constitute one Epidemiologic Investigation Report (980320CWE7133)
with the underlying and supporting documentation. The Commission has received this
information from its formal investigation systems. Through these systems the Commission
hopes to learn when specific products are associated with iliness, injury or death. The
Commission believes that it has taken reasonable steps to assure the accuracy of this
information. While conducting the interviews for the investigation report, Commission staff
or contractors have spoken with the individuals involved or with others who witnessed or are
familiar with the incident. Commission staff have examined the products reportedly involved
in the incident. Although the Commission has investigated the incidents described in the
investigation report, the Commission has not necessarily determined the cause of the incident.

We must withhold other records from the Commission's Office of Compliance
active law enforcement investigatory file designated CA980057, pursuant to the FOIA
Exemptions 5 and 7(A), 5 US.C. §§ 552(b)(5) and (b}{7)(A). Exemption 3 provides for the
withholding from disclosure of inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda which would not be
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exemption
7(A) provides for the withholding from disclosure records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings:.

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408
Tetephone (301) 5040785, Facsimile (301} 504-0127, E-Maijl www istevenson@cps:.gov
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The records being withheld consist of internal staff memoranda and correspondence
containing recommendations, opinions, suggestions and analyses of the Commission's
technical and legal staffs. The records constitute both predecisional and deliberative
discussion that clearly falls within the attorney-client and attorney-work product privileges.
Any factual materials in the records not covered by some other exemption are inextricably
intertwined with exempt materials or the disclosure of the factual materials would itself
expose the deliberative process. We have determined that the disclosure of these certain law
enforcement investigatory records responsive to your request would be contrary to the public
interest. It would not be in the public interest to disclose these materials because disclosure
would (1) impair the frank exchange of views necessary with respect to such matters, and
(2) prematurely teveal information used in the investigation, thereby interfering with this and
other matters by disclosing the government's basis for pursuing this matter.

According to the Commission's regulations implementing the FOIA at
16 C.F.R. § 1015.7, a denial of access to records may be appealed to the General Counsel of
the Commission within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter. An appeal must be in
writing and addressed-to: FOIA APPEAL, General Counsel, ATTN: Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207.

You may want to resubmit your request for the Office of Compliance file in a few

months upon completion of the case. Processing this request, performing the file searches and
reviewing the information, cost the Commission $100.00. In this instance, we have decided

to waive all of the charges.
Sincerelﬁ
Todd A. Steven

Deputy Secretary and
Freedom of Information Officer

Enclosure
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207

June 8, 1998
CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Joe K. Crews

Ivey, Crews & Elliott

8140 N. MoPac, Building 2-130
Austin, TX 78759-8860

Re: FOIA Request S805010 (and S805031): Himalaya Amusement Ride / Investigation of
March 1998 Incident in Austin TX (980320CWE7133)

Dear Mr. Crews:

Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request seeking
information from the Commission. The records from the Commission files responsive to your
request have been processed and copies of the releasable responsive records are enciosed.
The enclosed records constitute one Epidemiologic Investigation Report (980320CWE7133)
with the underlying and supporting documentation. The Commission has received this
information from its formal investigation systems. Through these systems the Commission
hopes to learn when specific products are associated with illness, injury or death. The
Commission believes that it has taken reasonable steps to assure the accuracy of this
information. While conducting the interviews for the investigation report, Commission staff
or contractors have spoken with the individuals involved or with others who witnessed or are
familiar with the incident. Commission staff have examined the products reportedly involved
in the incident. Although the Commission has investigated the incidents described in the
investigation report, the Commission has not necessarily determined the cause of the cident.

We must withhold other records from the Commission's Office of Compliance
active law enforcement investigatory file designated CA980057, pursuant to the FOIA
Exemptions 5 and 7(A), 5 US.C. §§ 552(b)(5) and (b)(7)(A). Exemption 5 provides for the
withholding from disclosure of inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda which would not be
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exemption
7(A) provides for the withholding from disclosure records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or
information could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings.

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesdn, MD 20t 14-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0783, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mai www. isievenson@opst. gov
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The records being withheld consist of internal staff memoranda and correspondence
containing recommendations, opinions, suggestions and analyses of the Commission's
technical and legal staffs. The records constitute both predecisional and deliberative
discussion that clearly falls within the attorney-client and attorney-work praduct privileges.
Any factual materials in the records not covered by some other exemption are mextricably
intertwined with exempt materials or the disclosure of the factual materials would itself
expose the deliberative process. We have determined that the disclosure of these certain law
enforcement investigatory records responsive to your request would be contrary to the public
interest. It would not be in the public interest to disclose these materials tecause disclosure
would (1) impair the frank exchange of views necessary with respect to such matters, and
(2) prematurely reveal information used in the investigation, thereby interfering witt. this and
other matters by disclosing the government's bagis for pursuing this matter.

According to the Commission’s regulations implementing the FCIA at
16 CFR. § 1015.7, a denial of access to records may be appealed to the General Counsel of
the Commission within thirty (30) days of your receipt of this letter. An zppeal must be in
writing and addressed-to: FOIA APPEAL, General Counsel, ATTN: Office of the Secretary,
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, 1.C. 20207.

You may want to resubmit your request for the Office of Compliance file in a few
months upon completion of the case. Processing this request, performing the file searches and
reviewing the information, cost the Commission $100.00. In this instance, we have decided
to waive all of the charges.

Deputy Secretary and
Freedom of Information Officer

Enclosure
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6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT OR CUMPLAINT
of age, were injured when an ax

On August 25, 1982, five young girls, ages 9 - 11 years

Te on an Himalaya amusement ride broke while being operated

at a County Fair.

No one wa

s hospitalized, but each required treatment for contusions

and abrasions with follow-up treatment by their family docters.

7. LOCATION {Home, school, ete.) 8 Ity 9. STATE
County Fairground 518 Gaithersburg Mc.. 2 14
104, FIRST PRODUCT 114, TRADE/BRAND NAME
MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS
Amusement Ride 1121913 "Himalaya”

108. SECOND PRODUCT

1i8.

TRADEMBAAND HAME
MANUFACTURER L ADDRESS

12, AGE OF VICTIM

13, SEX (Lie numerical code)
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0{ 1} 0 e -3 12 T-R 1 Fracture S 1717
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Lower Back 7t 9 Mother 2 TELEPHONE 2 |1 | 4 10 }0
OTHER 3 i
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Police Report, Lab Test ! . i
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1982 Schedule ;I T.V. 0 4 3|y | jo £i2] /0 |&.4
23. NARRATIVE (See Inntructions on Other Side}
Persons contacted were President and Manager of the County Fair, Owner of
Olympic Expositions, Inc., Midway Manager of Amusement Rides, 3tate Taspector of
Department of License and Regulation, Divisiou of Labor and Industry. County Police,
and parents of wvictims.
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U.5. CONSUMMER FRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION

WASHINGTON D.C. 20207
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3 ﬁ\‘ Secretary
&gﬁiﬂcﬁr\{mmﬁmﬂ Division -
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Samols, Wi 95¢n getober 1985
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Dear Sirs,

Further to the documents you sent to REVERCHON USA, and the letter
dated October 99,1985 that Mr DUBCIS sent to you, we have examined
the records and give you comments on the information in his letter.

We think 'that this study should be transmitted to all the manufacturers
American, Germsan, English, Dutech, Italian, Spanish and Japanese, because
fast atl the manufacturers have at one moment manufactured an HIMALAYA
ride.

We hope that our participation will facilitate your study.

Yours sincerely,

Gilles REVERCH N,

ingenierie et construct:on pour parcs dattractxons et .amusements

B A Clawhm  DEVEDMUSRE b e e -
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CASE N® 1 : Date of accident 10/09/80

City : DALLAS - State ; TEXAS

Comment : This ride has not been manufactured by our coampany

The name of the manufacturer is unkriown

F20x27c€L /30T

CASE N° 2 Date of accident : 08/25/82

City : GAITHERSBURY - State : MARYLAND

Camment : It is apparently an electric drive ride, We don't manufactyre

this type of ride. We oniy manufacture hydraulic drive
rides.

£voe /BRTFL S07 3

CASE N°® 3 : Date of accident : 06/02/84

City : BIRMINGHAM - State : ALABAMA

Comment : This is a REVERCHON FRANCE manufacture -“age i 20

years old“- we manufacture this model of :ide since 1972
"This accident is not caused by a defect aor malfunction®.

O6ATLO/7O

LCASE N° 4 N" gate of acc:dent 18/30/8¢0
City : TALLAMASSEE - state : FLORIDA

Comment : This ifa REVERCHON FRANCE manufacture

Owner : Gooding Million Dollar Midway INC

THe diameter of ride is not 60 Ft but overall i3 50 Ft

The maximum speed of the ride is 10 RPM (if it is rore, something
has been changed from original conception of the nde)

10 RPM is equivaient to 10 MPH

Y 14 BER 000k

CASE : Date of accident : 11/03/84

City : SACRATON -~ State : ARIZONA

Comment « This is HIMALAYA - the manufacturer is unknown

~ The description of the accident is not understandable. [t
doesn’'t correspond to our conception of the ride. it does
not eppeat to be a "HIMALAYA Ride"

cnse gbo-?/ 0 CLE SDS

Date of acgident : 0B/20/80
LClity : ADRIAN - State : MICHIGAN

Comment : The type of ride is : Super HIMALAYA

The manufacturer is unknawn
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PO 7/ gcEr03sY

CASE N® 7 : Date of accident : 97/18/79
City : ORANGE =~ State : CALIFORNIA

Comment : The name of this ride is HIMALAYA
~The manufacturer is REYERCHON FRANCE

cnse ne § No?zz poYAoR O30/

te of accident s 09/15/78
City : POMONA - State : CALIFORNMIA

Comment : The meanufacturer is REVERCHON FRANCE

7090 [ OPD 7/
CASE N® 9 : Date of accident + 08/31/77
Clty : PUEBLO -~ State : COLORADCO
Ay ”
Comment : HIMALAYA REVERCHON FRANCE made in 1962
The first HIMALAYA ever made by REVERCHON was
in 1972. It sounds like this ride has been manufactured
by ZIERER Germany.
Upon declaration, this ride is electrically driven. REVERCHON
has never made an electric drive HIMALAYA,
76702086700 2.
CASE N©° 10 : Date of accident : 10/27/76
City : SANTA CLARA - State : CALIFORNIA

-

Caomment : This is an HIMALAYA manufactured by REVERCHON FRANCE

75/100LoPO) 302 < 750925 0pp 7289
CASE N® 11 : Date of accident : 08/29/78
City : MENSHFILD -~ State : WISCONSIN

Comment : The manufacturer is unknown
Upon the description it isn't made by REVERCHAON
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Pre-Accident:

The Montgomery County Falr Board contracted with Olympic
Expositions, Ine,, §75 Del-Rio St., Orlando, FL. 32809, to provide ang
0 ggate the rides and amusement games during Fair Week, August 23 - 28,
1 .

Olympie Expositions, Inc. had provided rides and amusement games at
several past Montgomery Co. Fairs, experiencing no known accidents.

The rides for the year, 1982, were inspected by the Maryland State
Inspector before they were allowed to operate., Any repairs that may rave
been necessary on any of the rides were made by the amusement company and
their operation.

The manager of the Fairs Midway stated the operating hours for the
Himalaya ride were from 10:00A.M. until 12:00P.M. while at this location.
He gave me a 1982 schedule showing the time and dates of operation from
April 1 until the date of the accident. He stated the rides were inspected
by his personnel each time they were assembled for any broken or wWorn
parts. The rides were also checked before operation each day. This type
of check was limited to a visual check while the ride was in operaton.

On the day of the aceldent, the manager stated the Fair was
experiencing a "good crowd” and the rides were operating almost to capacity
{76 persons). There were three persons working the HImalaya ride at the
time of the accident, one person operating the controls in the conirol
tower, one person collecting tickets, and the other person helping load and
unload the riders.” They had placed about 60 ot 65 persons on the ride and
checked to see that all safety bars were jatched. Normally, the time spent
for each ride is from three to flve minutes, depending on the crowd. ‘'his
time is judged by the playing of a musical record during the ride, and the
operaiton is complete at the end of a record.

Vietims one, two and three were riding in car number one, and vietims
four and five were in car number two, directly behind them. All of the
vietims had been on a ride gimilar to this type at one time or another,
except victim number five. This particular ride has an age and height
limitation. Because of the limitation vietim number four had to be
accompanied by her older sister, victim number five. While these two girls
were on the ride, their 15 year old sister was waiting on the outside, near
the front section. Their mother was at another section of thz Fair.

The mother of victims number one and two was standing to the side of
the ride talking to a neighbor.

After the ride was loaded and everyone wWa3 secured in their seats,
the operator started the ride. As it went on its cycle, the riders begen to
yell for the ride to go faster and faster. The supervisor stated that when
the people would ralase their arms up straight and yell, the operator toock
this as a signal to go faster. The mother of victims one and two saic the
ride seemed to be going extremely fast, which is about 4-5 RPM. She
noticed the wheels were bouncling up and down on the track, which i3 not
normal on this ride, Vietim number four said this was the fastest rice she
had been on, and she noticed the wheels were bouncing more than normal,
which usually remain on the track on this type cof ride.

Accldent:

The ride had been running through one record, and almost finished the
second one, when the supervisor and the operator thought they heard a
"olicking” nolse coming from the cars. The supervisor signaled the
operator to stop the ride, but he had already begun to turn the conhrols




down by this time. Victim number four said she noticed sparks coming from
car number one, and the ride was really shaking before the operator could
stop the ride. From the time the problem was noticed by the operator and
until he could get the ride shut down, it had made almost a complete
eircle. As the ride stopped, car number one fell about seven feet to the
ground. The safety chain connecting the cars together had broken by then,
and car number two was dragging against the railing. Car number one landed
upside-down on the ground with the three vietims still in the car. Car
number two remained leaning against the railing with both victims thrown
against the side of the car.

Post-Acelident:

The mother of victims one and two said that the operator and the
other person working on the ride ran toward the office, not stopping to
assist the accident _victims, She said her friend and some other adults
tried to help the chhldren, but were kept off the ride by the supervisor.
Finally, the children removed themselves from the overturned car and were
asking for help. The older sister of victims four and five went to treir
car and helped them open the safety bar and helped them off of the ride,
She said no one from the amusement, company was helping the other chilcdren
remaining on the ride to get off. except a group of adults from the crowd.

The supervisor said he and two of his men were the first to reach the
overturned car, and they removed the children. By the time the children
were removed from the fallen car, The Emergency Personnel stationed at the
fairground had reached the scene of the accident.

They advised .the children not to move until they were examined by the
doctor on duty. One of the children complained of her back hurting, and
she was placed on a "board" and removed to the hospital along with the
other two riders in car number cone. '

Vietims four and five were examined at the accident site and their
parents took them to the hospital for further examination, Vietim nunber
five was complaining of her right hand hurting. Victim number one was
treated at the hospital for contusions and abrasions and an injury to her
lower back. Upon further examination, she was diagnosed as having twoe
cracked vertebrae at the end of her spine. She is still under treatment
for this injury, and further tests will be conducted.

Vietims four and five were treated for bruised ribs and some minor
bruises to their legs and arms. All the victims were released from the
hospital after treatment,

The ride was secured by the police, and the State Irnspector was
notified of the accident. He arrived about three hours after the accident
and made his examination of the broken section of this ride, He ordzred
the ride shut down until all sections of this ride couild be thorouzhly
examined. -

The next morning, he continued his examintion, and discovered the
axle on one of the four motor-driven sections had broken at the back of the
wheel. The wheels ride on a single track on this ride. The broken axle
ecaused the wheel to come off and the remining section of the axle to drag on
the track.

Upon further examintion of the ride, he could not find any sign of
any of the other axles being broken or damaged. The broken axle was
removed by the inspector and taken to his office.



Product Information:

According to the owner of Olympic Expositions, Ine. and Miduvay
Manager, the ride, known as the "Himalaya", was purchased by Olympic
Expoaitions, Ine., in 1965 and put in operation in the spring of 1968. It
was thought to be new at the time of purchase and in very good shape. An
inspecion was made by the owner hefore the ride was put into operation, and
everything was judged to be in excellent condition.

The ride is operated at about 25 different locations during the
"geason™, April until November. The ride is inspected for broken or worn
bearings after each use, and normally the bearings are the only parts
replaced. The ride is driven by four 5 H.P. motors located on the hottom of
every sixth arm of the ride. The wheels are covered with a neoprene thraad
which can be replaced when needed, The supervisor for this particular ride
said they now replace the entire wheel rather than try to replace the
neoprene treads because of the time and cost required to do the
replacement. The tread replacement 1is similar to having an auto tire
recapped and required a special heat unit to shrink the neoprene.

The speed was controlled by a variae, an adJustable resistance,
located in the control box on the side of the ride. This variac operates on
the principle of a "Dimmer Switch" on an electric light switch.

The wheels are driven by two bearing chains from the motors located
on four of the twenty four arms. The cars are attached to the arms with 3
in. pins in a bracket and the cars are connected together by a metal
bracket and a safety chain. The chain is secured by a small "U" shaped
connector with a " belt. Photos showing connection of all parts of the
arms and cars are attached.

Ride: HIMALAYA (ARTIC FLYER)
#1023
1166
HOLLINGSWORTH
Allen HERSCHUL
PART # 1R2011 (ON INSPECTION NOTICE)

The remaining axles were tested by Reliance Testing Laboratories,
Inc., P.O. Box 85, Timonium, Maryland, 21093, on August 28, 1982, and found
to be 0.K.. A copy of their test results is enclosed.

Attachments
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'5 Md G:rls In]ured
" As Amusement Cars
- Go Off the 'ﬁ'ack‘ o

Five: youns g:ris were m;ured
none seriously, at the Montgemery
County Fair in Gaithersburg Wed-
neaday when two amusement ride:
cars in which they were seated top-
plad from than track, fair eﬁma!s

Thegzrh—mgmgmagefmmﬂ

to 12 and ol from Germantown or
Gaithersburg—were treated for cuts

end bruises at. Shady Grove Advent-

ist Hoepital and released. ~ - °
‘The Himalqya Ride, owned by

Olympic Expositions Inc. of Orlando,

" Fla., and described by fair officials
-a8 one on which the cars are moved

up and down little hills along a cir-
cular track ke a emall roller-coaster,

. was clossd immediately affer the

7:30 p.m incident.
The officials' said the accident oc-

" curred when an axle cracked be-

tween the cars end a 12-foot-long
“sweep arm” that connects the cars
with the ride's-motor.
'ﬁleysaldxtwast!mﬁrstndaac
cf:;d;:nt in the M4-year history of the
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WORLDWIDE AMUSEMENTS CORP.

Stice “AMERICA’S NUMBER ONE QUALITY MIDWAY”
DATE 1982 SCHTDULE

FAYTTTVILLE,N.C. | APR. 1

BALTIMORE, MD. APR, 13

SHTA STADIUM, QUTINS,N.Y. APR. 23

=/ STATON ISLAND, N.Y. MAY 7

FLATBUSH AVE. & BELT PKY.,BROOKLYN,N.Y. MAY 21

PI'R 8%, MANHATTON,N.Y. JUN. &

NASSAU COLISTEUM, .JON. 17

¥ LEVITTOWN, PA. Cg—*/o:’IO) JuN. 23

. PIMLICO RACETRACK,BALTIMORT,MD. JUL. 12

Fap- Mﬁ JUL. 23

#80N  GuMBTRLAND, MD. ( j‘.‘.//) AUG. 2

BEDFORD, PA. ‘ AUG. 9

MANASSAS, VA. o & AUG. 16

X GATTHIRSBURG, MD.(/O"’/ ) AUG. 23

ALLRNTOWN, PA. AUG. 31

HICKORY, W.C. S s S7P, 10

/2 ¥ GOLD3BO0,M.C. Drtys 372, 20

OPIN . (3-7) SIP.. 27

FAYSTTVILLE, N.C. 0aT. 4

¥ ORANGEBURG,S.C. oCT. 11

JACKSONVILLT, FLA.

ORLAMDO, FLA.
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CERTIFICATION

DATE ¢/235/8 2

Olyyno'l.‘-c f}(‘ar;ﬂfu_.g Iac.
£73" Dal Rio 27

REPORT NO.

Oelaa ‘1",«}:/0:-!'6’9 ¥.iSo9 o
REF: Purchase Order No.: Vo baca! ; o G
: S 94
Parts Name __ L/ ,fmf la ¥4 (,-f/r}. & l"{;{e I Parts No.: /J’?,?() i/
-Date of Inspection: Sj/ 2 ‘?‘/ ‘3" e B0 - Method of Inspection: Yt S g

Specifications: Procedure: :J{c-e lc—A ot

Evaluation: .. RO I LEY.

Techmque of Inspection: JEEE, Toue Jiwunmicodia Toel y ,
_ . <uld S, t‘r!ifg”.fg,—‘?/"4“{:_/2/:J2'J)g_:
j)"f.?rfS"__J;.¢\r : :z 2y ¢ 7
r . 2285 D M, /%"/’\ — Y
C . 7 i g ] » 3"/';,., .-—2 -
- ~IJ9 /ﬂn J f R S E AR
C / cafjem o /c I{c\ </
. PRI -
S "‘ e e PR e 1T hole OS5 L"'J
‘-'“':pwj e 2o % c,__,g 7 } ¥, J
Evaluation of Test Resuits: eaded e
/" ’ - — ’
//ﬁ' thlfﬂ!iOrgs- #f“ql ‘1 ”r - ! /)
VoS <« I - a .
) J ooy / Au at //a -

Inspection techniques requiring Governiment approval have been so approved and certificates are on file.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THE ABOVE TO BE TRULY
- EXTRACTED FROM ORIGINAL INSPECTION RE-
¢oobdas AR PORTS PERTAINING TO STATED ORDER, THE
, ORIGINAL REPORTS ARE KEPT ON FILE AT
' RELIANCE TESTING LABORATORIES, INC.




N A _,

o-... -

Q

Q

0 R

3 N

hy 5

« i

Ny ?

M <

- Q

Qo \V)
3
@
o of
0
o
~
¢ o
L
vy
W
Y

g

i
uy
~ <
b B 5 ]

- >

l/! -

W ssens gyraor
oo LK
R
L ARGE
2

s, §

§
}
A

N

.
&

’




S osg L -~ . i Y- L . ’ . N
B P Lot T . : j
S 7 A ,w,. : w.r ‘ = : '

- BRI ‘e . - -

BAr Oon CAR.

- "

SAFETY

Conmgcrions BaR an Each AR




EYELET witicy whS USED To }Hotd ' b

R R
SAFETY CH#Am ON CAR. “NoTE™ V¢ ™ ‘ J
BotT PBROKEW OFF, it




VIiEw OF 2UP cAR 1nvotived N
A cctDENT, ‘




$20827 CEF /368'«‘-_
B

REMBINED Own RAIL,NC

»

<

S

e mpres e s ST i
[ madiirunms vl g PR L




B gk A e T DT G Y, -:..ﬂ.._J‘!?:d [ S .#M) M\ .!._rp..!.“ﬂ o) mw e,
s ’ wm I ML B T - R - . - .-

RS LR T Eni oy < o S U R B T e R

“I . - P - x : - 2 | -a

) - M
e T N LR
R . e -

L}

’

v Seet
p

§2382D CEP 13
oOF RIDE

U/EW
i - A - . . e d&
= JieEW WHichH SHows e 7T/
=

S1d




PN
n

b

P ™
L

7 | . 32082765’,0)3'; ‘;’ 2

3

VIEw SHowsnG How “ARM ¥ 15 CONNEcrsy - *'f

To CENTER 0F rR)DE.

= o F AnRE A ' g
f‘fl:ow BEE M R iEMSVED, THIS /35 PRFR

o5 NT
w Mo cARS IN JoLED IN FES

k Wi RLE Lo CRVED
. "




UtEw OF PRAREA WHEN

’3‘( FELL

sFF [IDE.






G20F27 CEP30E

IST cpa waAS

AREAR WNERE




o ¥ 20527 cEP7308

VIEw oF UNDAMARCED P RM
AND wHEELE: oO# RIDFE -




SrosincEPI3 05

2

¥ ] L .'
P e T fa
ek

1

b
i

oy
Pt e L

wt
i




22 | BZog2?cr /308

ARG NUN UG A 1 NP

o O

UlEw OF DRIYE Mo7oRk "AND Wit E &
Sy muvian 7o ©NE WHICH Bilors

e

:
'
/

4
d

e




%m TR wﬁriwihlw i fé .., -t .
. . M . 4_ ~u .L. .fnﬁ\w\ \»JI.....“. - .M- .‘ 4
P—r ’ P .\ . sﬁﬁ ) . . »r..
. <. -, ... . )
dy
v
N b
LY 0 :,
“ X
o 3
8
I\ "
~
S N
he ¢

view OF THRE PS5
oF RRokEn END °

BaskE.

SIpE VIEW

A xLE,



/ $20827CEL 1308 Bt
S TET™Y

AREA ©ON Aok B/ BRLE WMicH "P)N.“ t'.?_ ’ ﬁ,

1s PhaceD Te Lock "NUT Y ONTe AXLE, .
[

Ao &N AXLE .
o .
oK p,ﬂ' Mo lLE

END WViIE W o Qs
HoLE |3 DEPTH




CLOSE vpP

v.m.mnm;-mwi
= 4o




w

UtEw oF SRFETY CHAIN CoMMNECTgn
aN EACH CAR.

A :
AN

& ‘\:{%g\ ;xf" 4]
SN
a AP




| | G20527¢cePr #3008

S5aI€ly LU
Injury Investig
Task No.

§22¢cEP/39

VIEW SHow/ NG \IDTYH oF BRoksN AXLE

p()llh“llitl’ -l'll;’utl\:‘
Safcty Commission
nvestigati

ViEwW oF PxlE SHowinwe LENCTH.




. p ) . q‘fz.ofz:rcgp 1368




: 526829 ¢ 2P 1308

> N
L4 -

.,

EYELET witicy wAHS USED T Haeh
SAFETY CHAm ON CAR. NoTE™ Vo™
BotT LRorkew OFF. " -




520829 CE £ 1308

WEW OF 2J28P caR i1nvotven N
AcciDENT, . '




$20829 CEL /368
O ). A8

.-

CLoSE vP UVIsw oF 2% csp wH i cwm
REMaNneEDdD O EAiIL,pue ,




6 , | L 82080 ceEp/308

R N
bl Mff’m

prcH SHOWS g,u:r/aaz,

SIDE View W
Room opn S1DE oF RIDE




~ 520827 ce p 308

VIEW SHOWING How “"ARM" 15 CINNEcrsy

Te cBNTER oF RI1DE.

VIEw of AnRFA AETER “RPRM S’

4a0 BEEWN @ EMeVED, TH/S /5 JORER
wHMreH CcRRS IN JoL s I Hrec s DENT

WE RE  LocgRTED




gro§2? CEP /338

oF AAEA WHEN 12T e ,

JeEw
cFF [IDE.

FELL

'i.ﬂ.ii I T

:‘i’:lé.;ﬂl .




b
o
%
Q
>
\
N
%
n




$20F 27 CEPABCE

AREA WHeERE 2T cra was
CONNECTE D To CENTER O0F RIDE,




§20520cerP/ 308

VIEw of ULUNDAmARCEDD
= 5‘
BND wWHEEL:e o~ RID

AR




GeoFrn CE
EPT13 o




/3 , . BZos29cr 2,308

vy ;’j&" M“ v ;& ‘}'?(;}\,;':nm .

— SO

UltEw OF DRIYE Mo Tolt "BND WihtESL

S muvime 76 WNE WHicH BRokg .




/ ‘ '
7 20520 CEP ;308

UtBw OF THREADPS On AXLE WHiCH
PBackE.,

oF RRoxEA EWND 6/

SIDE VJVIFwW

A XLE ,




$20827 CEA /368

T LA S S L —

) b e .. T A | e T . -,,‘
AREA on PBRok En RBXLE WHicH “"PInN i
1s PharcEp To Lock “NLUT Y oNTe AXLE,

=

Ao esan AXLE.

END WiEw OFfF
' HeLE,

L T *
HorE s DEPTH OF P




§205272 CB/ /30§

H

;
g
R
t
m
L)
o
Y
Q
0
3
“
S
o
In
)
v
0
-4
%)

.-




&ﬁ%“%i&?@ﬁ

/7

Gro527cEPr #3085

SAICTy LUy -
Injury Investig
Task No.

0522 CEP/39

VIEW SHows/Ne WIDTY oF BRoiksnAXLE .

TGOS UEE l't'l"’“l"'f(“l”(l’t!(:\’
Safety Commissior
Injurs *

ViIEw 6F PXLE SHowiwe LENCTY.




