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CPSC-IAG-01-1183
INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT

FIRST NATIONAL SURVEY OF ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS IN CHILD CARE
CENTERS

Department of Housing and Urban Development/Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard
Control and Consumer Product Safety Commission

I. Background .

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is implementing a
major effort to eliminate chiidhood lead poisoning. HUD has recently conducted a National
Survey of Lead and Allergens in Housing and the final report will be released soon. At this point
little is known about lead hazards in childcare centers where children spend a substantial pertion
of their time in. This was discussed in the report, Eliminating Childhood Lead Poisoning: A
Federal Straregy Targeting Lead Paint Hazards, producad by the President's Task Force on
Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks t0 Chiidren. HUD and the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) agreed to cooperate on addressing this gap. In furtherance of these
activities, HUD and CPSC are now working ceilaborauively o understand the exient and
concition of lead-based paint on intericr and extedor compenents, lead-based paint on play
equipment, lead in interior dust and lead in soil in licensed davcare centers nationwide.

The CPSC conducted a national study to ideniify potential safety hazards in 220 selected
licensed childcare settings across the country in Cctober and November 1998, CPSC
investigated eight product areas with petential safery hazards: cribs, soft bedding. plavground
surfacing, plavground surfacing maintenance. child safety gates, window biind cords, drawsisings
in children’s cloithing, and recailed childran’'s products.

According to CPSC :here are 21 muilion children under age 6 in this country: aimaost 13
million of whom are placed in non-parertal chilé care during some pertion of the day. CPSC
estimated that there are about 100,000 icensed inst:tutional (j.e.. non-home-based) childcars
centers in the Nation. About 29% of chiidren who receive davcare are in center-based care,
inciuding daycare centers, Head Start programs, and nursery schoels. Childrer spend many
hours in centers. ofien as manv as 10 or 11 per day.

In light of HUD's Healthy Homes Initiauve targetng mulitiple environmental hazards, the
survey’s sampling has besn expanded to encompass other environmental hazards, allergens and
pesticides. HUD has coordinated with EPA and the two agencies are co-sponsering the pesticide
portion of the surveyv. EPA will provide pesticide sampling protocols, fund for pesucide lab
analysis, and comments on final report. The principal purpose for the aliergen and pesticides
portions of the survey is to develop a scientific description of the existing ailergen tvpes and
levels in the Nation’s licensed childcare centers.

Other procurements related to this study are Contract C-OPC-21356, Task Order 3 and
Task Spec 8 with Westat. Inc. The purpose of Task Order 3 is to recruit the centers and collect
data for the field study and write the final comprehensive report on lead hazards, allergens, and
pesticides. After the field data collection has occurred, Westat, Inc. will forward CPSC the
center contact identification and field visit appointment information, and CPSC staff will then
conduct the telephone interviews. The purpose of Task Specification 8 was to prepare for the
field study process and included protocol development and locating subcontractor and lab
CONtacts.



CP5C~1AG-31-1183

I1. Description of Tasks

A. Task: CPSC will conduct up to 200 telephone follow-up interviews with day
care centers and pesticide applicators;
Subtasks include:
1. Helping Westat with recruitment of childcare centers to participate in
the survey by providing refusal conversion support;
2. Training 7-8 interviewers on lead, allergen, and pesticide issues, and
telephone interview skills;
3. Auditing and monitoring interview process;
4. Present survey results at meetings.

B. Task deliverables:

1. A worxplan/proposal which will describe how 10 assist recruitment of
childcare centers for the survev, how the interviews will be conducted, a schedule of the
interviews. and the quality assurance process. The workplan would be due 30 days artter the
award of the TAA.”

2 A Siatus Report on the field study {telephone interviews) porticn of the
survey due October 30, 2001 will be used to monitor the progress of the survey. This Status
Report will discuss issues stch as the recruitment/completion rate, quality assurance and
contrel and any unferesesn problems.

3. Review/comments for the draft final repors to be consoiidated with EPA
and HUD is due on 3/14/02). This report will address the survey methodology. survey
findings. and recommendations to improve environments in Child Care Centers.

I11. Duration of Agreement
This agreement is effective from date of award until March 14, 2002.

IV. Principal Contacts
The principal contac:s for technical and management issues regarding this Interagency
Agreement are:

Joey Zhou, Planning and Standards Division, Office of Heaithy Homes and Lead
Hazard Control, Department of Housing and Urban Development
(202) 753-1785, x133

Carol Cave, Consumer Product Safety Commission
(301) 504-7088 x2197
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Approvals

APPROVED AND ACCEPTED FOR Consumer Product Safety Commission

e () ﬂu«Q/' nlrolel

(Signature) "’ (Date)

TITLE: Thomas W. Murr, Jr., Acting Executive Director
Consumer Product Safety Commission

(Signarure) (Date)

TITLE: David E. Jacobs, Director
Office of Healthy Homes ard Lead Hazard Controi



