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TO :  Jacqueline Elder, Deputy AED
Office of Hazard Identification & Reduction (EXHR)

Through: Mary Ann Danellc, Ph.D., AED
Directorate for Epidemiology and Health Sciences (EH)

Robert E. Frye, Director
Division of Hazzrd Analysis (EHHA)
FROM : Harpreet Singh, EHHA —

Subject: Automatic Garage Door Opener Entrapment Incidents,
January 1, 1991 Through November 1996.

This memorandum provides information on automatic ga:
door opener entrapment incidents reported to CPSC from 1¢
through November 19%6.

From 1991 through 1992, there were 10 entrapment incidents
reported with children under 15 years old. Four involved & ceath
and four involved injuries. The remaining two incidents involved

a potential hazard where a person could have been injured or
killed. From 1993 through November 1996, there were 25
entrapment incidents reported. Eight incidents involved a deat
where four victims were under 15 years old. Fourteen “nvoTvec
injury where 11 victims were under 15 years old. The remaining
three incidents involved potential hazards.

None of the cases reported had information on whether the
openers were manufactured after January 1, 1993.

A summary of the incidents reported is attached. The
incidents are classified into three categories: deaths, injuries,
and potential hazards, for 1991 through 1992 and 1993 through

November 1996. They are listed in chronological order by date of
incident. +
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United States .

ConsuMER PropucT SAFETY CoMMISSION
" Washington, D.C. 20207

DATE: DEC 24 joos

-

TO : Jacqueline Elder, Deputy AED
- Office of Hazard Identification & Reduction (EXZR)

[ -
Through: Mary Ann Danellc, Ph.D., RED W I -
Directcrzte for Epidemiology and Health Sciences (EH)
Robert E. Frye, Director g
Divisicrn of Hazard ARnalysis (EHHR)

FROM : Harpreet Singh, EHHA MG —

Subject: Automatic Garage Door Opener Entrapment Incidernzs,
January 1, 1991 Through November 1896.

cum provides information on autometic ¢
t incidents reported to CPSC frcm :

Frem 1591 throuch 1982, there were 10 entrazpment incl
reported with children uncer 15 years old. Four involvez
and four involved injuries. The remaining two inciden :
a potential hazarc where a person could have been injurs:z
killed. From 1993 through November 1996, there were 2°
entrapment incidents reported. Eight incidents involvec de
where four victims were under 15 years old. Fourteen invclve
injury where 11 victims were under 15 years old. The maini
three incidents involved potentizl hazards.

None of the cases reported had information on whethsr the
openers were manufzctured after January 1, 1993.

A summary of the incidents reported is attached. Tie
incidents are classified into three categories: deaths,

and potential hazards, for 1991 through 1892 and 1883 th:éugh

November 1996. They are listed in chronological order by date of
incident. '
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Attachment 1

——-

Automatic Garage Door Opener Entrapment
Incidents 1991-1996

case wo  [pams or |ysaR .,  |yEAR | res OF
INCLIDENT { INSTALLED MANUFACT INCIDENT
1991-92 CASES -
Deaths "
910131HCC1124 01/01/1991 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN ‘IDEATH
810307HNES104 02/09/1991 { UNKNOWN UNKNOWN lDEATh
920602HCN18S1 04/01/1992 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN DEATH
CS8275038A 05/31/1992 '} UNKNOWN UNKNOWN ‘DEATH
Injuries -
910409HCNO971 03/20/1991 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN INJURY
920515HNE5140 05/11/1992 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN INJURY
920528HWES036 05/12/1992 | BEFORE 1990 UNKNOWN INJURY
920915KHCC2245 06/01/1992 | BEFORE 1988 UNKNOWN INJURY
Potential *
Hazards
921116HCN0338 09/18/1992 | 12/1991 UNKNOWN 4 POTENTIAL
HAZARD
930210HWE4013 12/19/1992 | BET.1990-1992 | UNKNOWN POTENTIAL
HAZARD
1993-96 CASES |
Deaths ‘
C9345023A 04/08/1993 UNKNOWN UNKNOWN DEATH
930728HCC3276 07/02/1923 | 1989 UNKNOWN rDEATH
940819CCC1698 08/10/1993 | UNKNOWN 15 YRS QLD -DEATH
941201HCC3022 04/15/1994 | UNKNOWN, BUT | UNKNOWN QEATH
. REPAIRED 1/94 -
950802HCC4100 04/07/1995 } UNKNOWN UNKNOWN BEATH
550519CCC2673 04/15/1995 | UNKNOWN 1989-1990 CEATH
950818CAA1927 ‘08/16/1996 | BEFORE 18983 UNKNOWN DEATH
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CASE NO DATE OF YEAR B YEAR TYPE OF
INCIDENT | INSTALLED MANUFACTgJL%NCIDENT
9607239CCCT7326 09/02/1995 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN DEATH
Injuries 44ﬂ41
930824CCC2515 05/20/1993 | UNKNOWN 1970s INJURY
930624CWES011 | 05/27/1993 | uNgNOWN ' 1980 INJURY
930915CCN2469 06/17/1993 | 1979 1977 ][INJURY
930812HCN2154 | 06/28/1993 | BEFORE 1982 UNKNOWN INJURY
931008HCC3004 07/22/1993 | 1980 UNKNOWN INJURY
940608HCC1791 07/29/1993 | UNKNOWN 1980 INJURY
930922CWESC1LS 08/30/1993 | REFORE 1989 UNKNOWN INJURY
9301025HEP9002 | 10/02/1993 | 1388 UNKNOWN INJURY
GS4103572 12/01/1993 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN W[INJURY
950301CWES003 03/20/1294 | UNKNOWN 1980s INJURY
940523HCN1497 04/2¢/1994 | UNKNOWN 5 YRS OLD INJURY
C953000%A 01/01/1995 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN INJURY
950404HEPS005 03/098/1995 | UNKNOWN 15 YRS OLD INJURY
950925CCC3027 08/10/1995 1 20 YRS OLD UNKNOWN INJURY
Potential
Hazards
H93C0111A 12/13/1993 | UNKNOWN - UNKNOWN POTENTIAL
HRZARD
NS420009A 01/18/1994 | UNKNOWN UNKNOWN POTENTIAL
HAZARD
H9670242A 05/31/1996 | 1593 UNKNOWN POTENTIAL
HAZARD
1891-1992
- Deaths Injuries Potential Hazards |
Under 15 years 4 4 | °
Over 15 years 0 0 P
————————————————————————————— | B
Total 4 4 2 e 10
1993-1996 (47&
Under 15 vears 4 11
Over 15 vyears 4 2 I 4%‘
Family Pet 1 |
______________________________ N
Total 8 14 3 | 25



Attachment 2

1991-1992 Case Summaries - —

Deaths

91/01/01

©1/02/09

92/04/01

92/05/31

Injuries

91/03/20

SOUTHHOLD, NEW YORK

B 5 year old male died when he became traooed
under an electrically operated garage door.
Sources: IDI Task #: 910131HCC1124,
Doc.#X9112417A,

Brand/Mfr. : Unknown, Mocdel: # Unknown

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS )

A T7-vear cid male was pinned down by a garzge docr
and died of asphyxia due to mechanical
compression. His younger brother (age 3)
the buttcen for the door. The victim attem
duck under the deocor. His jacket got caught on
metzl fastener, knocking him to the floor with
door treapring him across the head and shoulders
Sources: IDI # 910307HNES104, Doc.# N133079,Mecao
¥ X132673 '

Brand/Mfrx. : Unknown, Model: # Unknown
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AVILLA, INDIANA
A 3 year cld male was killed after bewna pinned
under an sutomatic garage door.

Sources: IDI Task #: S20602HCN19%1, Doc.#
G9250186A
Brand/Mfr.

P aniz i aariaci e

LANCASTER, CALIFOﬁ&IA

An B year old male was crushed to death by an
automatic garage door opener that failed to
reverse.

Sources: Doc.# C92750382A
Brand/Mfr. :-esieiieniinuiomai:
2967R0135¢%, Serial # 1045-6

WATERTOWN, SOUTH DAKOTA ,

A 1i0-year old boy was coming out of a neignbor's
garage after retrieving a ball. The garage owner
activated the door to close with her remote
control., The cdoor struck the boy on back of his
legs. He was pinned under it at his upper thigh,
facing downward, with his body outside the o
garage. Paramedics lifted the -door toc gree him.
Sources: IDI Task #: S10409HCNGO971

Brand/Mfr. : Unknown, Model: # Unknown
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82/05/11

82/05/12

52/06/01

LOWER_MAKEFIELD

A 5 year old boy was wnJured while running

under an over head garage door which was
electronically operated. The child became trappsd
with the door resting on his neck. The child was
found by his mother in this pinned position.
Sources: IDI Task #: 920515HNES140, Doc#
NG2501672A

Brand/Mfzx, .: Model:

ALCHA, OREGON

A 9 year old male wés entrapped by a garage door
when he attempted to retrieve his basketball zs
the door was being closed by an electrically
powered door operator. The operator failed ¢
stop and reverse when the door contacted the
victim. Ths door pinned the victim's head agairs:
the garage flcor. The victim Ctopped breathing
but survived when the door was removed from his
head. '

Sources: IDI TGSKm#”F;QQOSZQHWE§OB6

O

inc

Brand/Mfr. : o

EVANSVILLE, ARKANSAS

a 2-1/2 year old male was found face down at the
entrance to a double attached garage, with the
automatic door resting across his back. After
the victim was removed, breathlng was restored,
however he suffered severe brain damage znd

currently resides in @ nursing facility.
Sources: IDI Task #: 920915Hcc2245
Brand/Mfr. : <~oveSSbinaRieo . 11occ | ol

Seria NN i - TR Y

Potential Hazards

92/09/18

©2/12/19

DANIELSVILLE, CGEORGIA

The occupant of the home pressed the wall mount
switch for the garage door opener to close the
garage. He had not examined the arez under the
garage door, consequently a metal folding chair
which was under the door, was damaged when the
door opener failed to reverse.

Sources: IDI Task # O2Nl6HCNO338 Doc.#G92E00LzZA
Brand/Mfr. Sk N

Mode 1 «iiliiigie

HIGLEY, ARIZONA
The garage door came down and struck thc Toy bin
which was in the way and knocked it aside. The .-
garage door did not stop or reverse dirdction.

It continued coming down and slammed into the
concrete floor. The respondent feels that the

éﬁ?e



defective garage door opener could have czaused
serious injury to one of her children if theyv had
besn Under the door when it came down.

L Scurces: T=5X #930210HWE4013, DOC #F3240LCR0

B Brand/Mf D e -V o le R IS

1993-1996 Case Summar:ies

Deaths

93/04/08 - SALEM, WISCONSIN
A 3-year-cld girl died when she was crushed by
an autometic garage door.
Scurces: DCC.#C93450232 -

Brand/Mfr. : mb’lodel:m

52/07/02 - CEANDLER, ARIZONA
: According to the police, sometime during the
morning an 8-year-old boy went into the
garage and at some point the automatic cara
docor opener was operated. The victim may have
tripped and fell to the floor near the entr

')J

ance
tc the garzgs. A neighbor saw what appearsd zc
be the hezd and 2 hand of 2 small bov sticking
out from under the garage door. The victim was

pronounced dead at the scene.
Sources: IDI TASK #930728HCC3276(

Brand/Mfr.
Model : Nl

DOC. vf380076
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10 - EAMPTON BAYS, NEW YORK
An 83-year-old woman was found unconscious c¢n
the ground, trapped under the automatic garace
door. The bottom of the door was laying across
the victim's shoulders and the garage door
opener motcr was running. The victim had
expired before police elevated the door and
turned the motor off.
Sources: ICI TASK #9408185C
Brand/Mfr. : UNKNOWN , M

98 2336057684

CCle88, DOCC.
cdel: # UNKNOWN

0
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94/04/15 - PARSADENA, CALIFORNIA

A 37-year-old woman parked her c
garage and =ct1vahed the autcma
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85/09/02

960729CCCT7326, D
UNKNOWN, Model-:
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832/05/20
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93/05/27 HOMER, ALASKA -

E 3-year-old boy was found pinred under®the

automati
the garac

—~
cerx

age door

with his upper body

He was rescued by his mother
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recovered fu1ly The child mey have gained
zaccess to the control button by standing on his
clcvcle. rfield testing revezled the deoor did ncz
T2TraCcT wheEn a inch plock ¢ wood was placed
uncder the sactional door.
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Model: =

LACROSSE, WISCONSIN

R 4-year-old girl apparently activated the
automatic garage door opener, then tried to run
uncder the closing dbor. The child was pinned ¢
the ground ky the overhead docr. She was found
5-12 minutes later and was resvived, but
reocortedly suiffered prain damage The doox
crener revsrse feature did not activats

Scurces: ZZI TASK #S30915CCNZ12S, DCC.EZ:371C:c%,
and DOC. #327025447 ,

Srand/MIr. TR 11 & UNKNOWY
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DUND DU LAac, WILIDUUNOSLL

A 3-year-old boy, who apparently tried to "beza:
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father. A breathing tube was placed down the
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resuscitation was initiated and intravencus
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By the time he arrived at the hospital, his fz=2z

were moving and he starting brezthing on his cwn
Sources: IDI TASK #9 CNz1i54, DCOC. #G38006c3T
Brand/Mfr : ’Q"‘MOdc-l“’mb‘“‘
T T e iy
Seriallg

MISSION VIEJO, CALIFORNIA

2 3-year-old boy was trapped under a residentizl
garage door. He had opened the door using the
control putIon inside the carzce, removad nis
bicvcle, and reentered the garzge to clecsse ths
dcor. He pushed the control butt nd

attempted to exit the garage before the door
closed. He was knocked down by the door as it
lznded or. his chest.

Scurces: I TASK u931008HCCJOG4, DOC.£X2A003CE "
2rand L Model:

Seri

Z2MpEZY, CONNECTICUT

2 33-year-cld men sustained crushing inttzriss o
tcth fcorearms after ne tripped and f=11 onto a2 .
concrete garage floor, and the -garage dgor lancec
on nis lower arms. The victim was running aicesr
nis cat, and had just pushed the remote control

pa7e=
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TIcn tc prevent the cat from escaping. Ths
vicTim was nhospitzliced for a number of weesks
aftar’uncdergoing at lsast 2 surgeries.

Scurces: IDI TASK 940608HCC1791, DOC.#Cd45503z227
Brand/Mfr. S ¥ Model: # 5010,
Serizl s

93/08/30 - SALEZM, OREGON
A 2-year-old girl was trapped under an automatic
garage door. The docr closed on the child's neck
ancd did not stop or reverse. The child was found
unconscicous and not kreathing. Emergency
resuscitation efforts revived the victim who
recovered without cémollcatlon.
Scurces: IDI TASK “,3092 CW 50‘8h_ L#EF395015A%
Brand/Mfr. i A ic]l: =

Sz/10/20% - RIVIRDALI, CZOREI:
R 2-vear cl2 male sustained a Ifractured leiz “au
which - resuited when the victim's head was
caugat/pinnsd under & garage CCCYr That was
accidently clcsed by his three{3) year old
cousin. The victim was transported to the
revortinag ZR/hospital where he was treated and
was subsecguently released with & referrzl to s=z=z
a specialist. Per respondent (mother) the victim
has fully rescovered. '
Sources: IDI Task %: 931025
Brar ‘ o Model:
1 s

no /10 /N TN TN NATAT\T TR

2053/ L4/ UL - BEAECAN, MONNLOULA
A fzmily pet was injured when caught under ths
autcmatic garzage door.
Scurce: G9410257A
Dv=mrmA/ MF - . TINI NI O] MAr~Nal o £ TINTENIATON
DL GQiiUy/ Il . - WINININASVV AN iU L. hea UIINIVIN UV N

oA /N2 /20 —_ MAODDTCSON CAT ORATN

2/ VI LN SAINVLNAN L WY LN S W LN NI LAY
A li-yeadr-cld boy was injured when he was trzoped
under the zutomatic garage door after nhe hac rezn
hit by the door and the door opener fzilsd to
reverse.
Sources: IDI TASKS #950301CWES003, ©95041°CCCzeld7,
and DOC. #CZ28504221
Sources: DI Task 003
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Unknown, CRLIFCRNIZ

A T-year-cld bcoy sustained a broken leg frenm
being trapred by an autcmatlic garage docr
Scurce: DOC. #CS9330009R ‘
Brand/MIr. :eyiisee——- - :
UNKNOWN.-

PITTSEIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

A 39-vear old male ictim sustained a fractursd
rib when he was crushed under & garage docr
The sefety mechanism failed to work when rz
wzlked under ths dcor. He was taken to L&
nospital kv oamrulzance, T ed and is o
Scuzrces P =G0
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EDMOND,

A 9-year-old mel s apparently entering coi
exiting a carage at his residence when hs wzas
trapped by the garage door. He was treztsad
and released at & locel hospital

Source: Task # 59350 027, Do 0233
Brand/Mf & i
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Potential Hazards
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HAUPPAUGE, NEW YCRK
An automatiz garzage
it hit the car bumper.
Source: HO2CO111R

Brand/Mizr. : sl

RIVERSIDE, CONNECTICUT

Complainent stzted that, the opener in her otocokas
must have been activated while she was packing
out ci the Zarage. The zarags docr came 4owrn on
ner car, smashed the decor and damaged the car
Source: N%420006%z
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HUNTINGTON, INDIANA

A 18-year-cld ZIsmele autcmatically clos

Garage docr as Instructed when the dcor

closing zZter 1T niz cesment floozr, benc

cZ th - Garzge deccr. Cpener's auc

fsatu 2 IZzilec during incident.

Sourc 7 mS670242R -
Zrand R .



Sources:

Newscaper Clippings and Ccnsumer Complaints (IPIT)
In-Devth Investigations (INDP)

U.S. Consumer Product SaZety Commission (CPSC)
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